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Foreword 

W
I1 H THE OPE 'I c: ofour nc\\, hc,ld

quartcr, at  T I )C 13mcon I I I  Norcon.  

thc M,w;achmett, ColfA "oClatlon ha, 

bcgun a 11l0 l l lentou� trJnsit ion fi'o l l l  thc pa,t to the 

future. I t  is only fi tt ing. i n  thi, centennial year of the 

MGA, that we P,lY tribute to JII that ha, cOl l l e  before . 

. '-I COlIllllollllleo/r!, (!( Co!(crs celebrate, the rich ,md 

diverse her i tage of golf in M ,l';sach mem . , I t  thc 

same t ime trac i ng thc pionccring role of the MCA 

in  the growth and  dcvc lopl l l ent  of the  g,lmc m'er 

the past 100 years .  In 1 903 the ,tatcd mission of the 

MGA was "to prO l l 1otc the intere,ts of golf." 

Today, with 3 Ro I l lcmber clubs and SOI l1C 10 1 ,500 

member golfcrs, the organizat ion has cvolved into 

a protCssional ly staffed and m,maged enti ty, but it 

remains firmly committed CO thc simply stated high 

pur po,e fi r,t ,et forth whcn thc gal l 1e  wa, in i ts 

in t�l Ilcy in  thi, coun try. 

� A «) ;\<1 M () N W L A L I H 0 r C ( )  l I l H S 

. '-I COIIIIIIOIIII'eo/r" (!( Co!lc'rs i, both a Journey 

through the P,l,t Jnd through thc in fin i tely varied 

copogr'lphy of golf a, it  cxim in Massachuscm. 

The camera of national ly acclaimcd ph otogra

pher Michael Carrol l  ranged widely throughout  

thc ,Ute, capturing not  on ly  contrasts in golfing ter

ra in , 1 I ld shotmaking chal lenge, but  unique expres

siom in thc pcrsonal i ty and character of thc game 

i tsel f. We hope you wil l  find this  book\ carcful ly 

,e\\'n qui l t  of bcaut ifu l  images , accompanicd by 

testimonies to the gamc and i ts p laycrs by ,uch 

m,hter, of the written word as John Updikc and 

Herbert Warren Wind (Massachu em citizem both) , 

to  b c  a fa i r  a n d  fu l l  represcn t a t i o n  o f  t h c  

COll ll1 1 onwealth's wonder-ti l led world o f  golf. 

- Michael j. R.e i l ly 

Dedham Country 0: Polo Club 

Presidc/II . . \ Iclsscl{llIIscl/s G"/(. -lss(l{i,lIi"Il. '?(l(l,?- "3 
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A ( ()  \\ \\ ( ) " \\ I "" I Til () r (, () I I I H' I) 
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ACO.lxct Club, 1 <) 1 <) 

Acu�hl let  R lvcr Valley Coif Co ur\t'. I <)<)X 

Agawalll MUll lc ipa l  ColfCou r\c. 1 <)2X 

A l lendale Cou l l[ry Club. I<)Y' 

A l l le\bury Coif &. Co u l l try C"lub. 1<) 2 3  

Amherst Golf Club, 1 \)00 

A l ldover Cou l l try Club. 1 <)2-l 

A t l a l l t l c  Cou l l try Club. 1\)<)4 

l 3a I IYll lc,lde Coun try Club. 1 <)<)0 

l3a\ P .. l dge ColfCour\e, 1\) 2 7  

Bass River Golf Course. 1 <)00 

Bass Rocks Golf Club. I X<)o 

l3ay I'. l th  ColfCour\c. 1<)0 2 

l3ay 1 )0 1 1 1te Cou ntry Club. I <)()-l 

l 3aybcrry H I II\ GolfCour�e. I \)XS 

Bear Hill Golf Club. 1 <)00 

B e.wer l3rook Golf Co u r�e, I <)6-l 

Bedford�h l re Golf  Club. I <)S<) 

Bedrock, Golf  Club. 1<)<)2 

Bellevue Golf Club. I X<)X 

l 3e l l l lo l l [  Cou ll[ry C l u b. I<)OX 
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l3erl l n  Co u n t ry Club. 1 <)57 

Bcverly Golf&Tennl\  Club. 1\)10 

Black I\.ock Golf Club, 2000 
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Country Club of New Bedford. 1\)02 
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Country Club of Pitts field, 1"<)7 

Country Cluh ofWtlbr,l h a l l l ,  1<) 2 7  

Coun try V l cw Golf Club. I \)(q 
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Cranwell I� c\ort &. Coif Cl ub, 1 <)26 
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Den im I--I t ghla ndl Golf Cour\e. 1 9"-l 

D e n n l '  P lne\ ColfCou rle. I < )(q 

Du nroal l lin Cou l l try Club. 1 <)66 

Duxbury Yacht Club, I X<)) 

Ea't M o unt.l l n  Country Club, 1 <)03 

Ea,ron Country Club. 1<)6 1 

Ea'tward H Oi Countl"\ Club. 1 \)22 

Edgartowll Coil-Club. 1<)26 

E dgl' H til GolfCour\c. I <)<)() 

Edgewood GolfColll "'L'. 1 <)3) 

Egrel l lol l[  Cou m l"\' Club, 1<) 3 0  

Elhn\\"ood Couml"\ Club. 1 \)2<) 

EllllCrelt Coumry Club. 1<)6) 

Essex County Club. 1"<) 3 

Ewrgreen V,llky GolfCou r\c. 1 <)<) 1 

Falcon ColfCou r,e. 1 \)66 

Fa)] River Country Club. 1 " <)) 
Falmouth Cou n t ry Club. I\)(») 

Far Corner ColfCour,e. 1\)()7 

Farm t'ck Golf Club. 1 <)7<) 

Ferncroii: Country Club. 1<)6<) 

FireRy GolfCour,e, 1 <)0 3 

Forest Park Country Club. 1 <)00 

Foxborough Cou ntry Club, 1 <)5 5 

Framingham Country Club. 1 902 

Franco n i a  GolfColll"'c. 1 <)2\) 

Franklin Country Club, 1" <)<) 

Franklin Park Golf Course. I S <)6 

Fre,h Pond GolfCouN'. 1\)3" 

F u rtHce l3rook Coif Club. 1<)-l7 

G,udner IUI1 1 Cl P,ll Golf Cour'e. 1 <)36 

Gen eral Electr ic  A t h let ic  A',oc latlo n ,  1<)3<) 

George W nght GolfCOLme. 1<)3" 

Glen El I l'n COU l l  try Club. 1 <)()3 

Gralld V i ew Country Club. 1 <)63 

Greell H a rbor Coif Club. 1 <) 7 1  

Grcen H t i l  MUIlIClp.ll ColfCOlll"It', 1 <)2<) 
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Greenock Country Club, 1"95 

Croton Cou mry Club, 1 <) 2 5  

H a l l l pden Coun try Club,  1<)74 

HatherIy Country Club. I X<)<) 

H,l\'crhtil Country Club, 1 <)25 

H awthorne Cou n t ry Cl ub, 1<)6 1 

Hl'ather Htil Country C l u b. 1<)5<) 

HCl l l lock 1 � ldge GolfCour,e, 1 <)7 1 

H c rttage Cou n t ry Cl ub, 1 90-l 

Hertt,lge H til Country C l u b. 1 97-l 

H i ckory H til GolfCo u rK 1 90X 

H i ckory 1 � l dge Country Club, 1 <) 76 

Highland Country Club, 1 < ) 0 1  

Highland Golf Links. I X<)" 

H t llcrelt Cou 11 try Club, 1 93<) 

H t i llide Country C l u b. 1 977 

H t l l v l e\\' ,0I f Cou"'<\ 1 9 50 

H olden H t lil Country C l u b, 1 '.1 5 5  

Holyoke Country C l u b. I<)OX 

Hopedale Coun try Club, 1 <)5 3 

Hopkinro n  Country C l u b. 200 1 

H )'all11l\ Golf C lub, 1<)72 

Hyannisport Club. 1 " 97 

Ind1 .ln Meado\\", Golf Cou r\",. 1 <) <)0 

Indl , l l l  POlld Cou n try Club. 2000 

I l ldl . ln R i dge Country C l ub. 1 \)() 2 

Ip\\\ Ic h Coull try Club. I <)X<) 

Johl l  r: P,1rker M u n i cipal  GolfCour\c. I <)SO 

J U l l l per H til GolfCour,e. 1<)] 1 

Kelley Greens Golf Course. I X<)-l 

Kcrn\\"ood Cou nt ry Club. 1 <) 1 . \ 

Kettle l 3rook Coif Club, 1 <)<)<) 

K lIlg\ Way Golf Club. I <)XX 

L,l ke\'le\\' Col f Cour,e, I < ) I X  

L,l kc\'l l I e  o u n try Club. I \)()X 

L ,ury G,mnon M U Il ICIP,ll ColfCour\e. 1\)3 1 

L e l3aron Ht l l, Country C l u b. 200 1 

Ledgemont Country Club. I\)-l-

Leicester Country Club. I "<)() 

Leo J. Martin Golf Cour'e. 1\) 3 2  

Lexington Golf Club. I x<)) 

L Ittle H arbor Cou n t ry Club. I<)(q 

LOCLI\t Valky ColfCour,e. 1 \)32 

Long M e,l do\\" Golf Club. 1 <)0<) 

Longllle.l do\\" Country Club. 1 <) 2 2  

Lo\t l 3 rooJ.. C o i f  C l u b .  1 <)62 

LudIO\\' Country Club. 1 92 1  

IJpkg,lte Country Club. 1<)<)4 

M.lplewood ColfColl l "'<:'. I <){)O 

Marion Golf Course. lyO} 

1\L1r1borough Cou ntry Club. 1 <)22 

M,lr\htlcld Cou nt ry Club. 1<)22 

M.l\"nJrd Country Club. 1 <)2 1 

Meadow Brook Golf Club, I H9K 



Merrimack Golf Course, 1 902 

M iacomet Golf  Club. 1 903 

M iddlebrook Coun try Club. 1 9 H  

M i ddleton GolfCour�e, 1 9M 

M i l l  Val l ey Golf  L i n k" 1 900 

M i l lwood Golf Cou rse. 1 96 8  

M i n k  M eadows G o l f  Course, 1 9 36 

M o hawk Meadows Golf Course, 200 1 

M o noo,nock C o u n try Club, 1 92 -1-

M o u n t  H ood GolfCoursc. 1 9-1-0 

M ou nt Plea'ant Country Club. 1 950 

M o u nt P l casa n t  Golf  l u b. 1 9 1 0  

Myopia Hunt Club . 1 8 75 

N a b n asset L a ke Country C l u b. 1 93 5  

N a n tu c ket G o l f  C l u b. 1 998 

Nashawtuc C o u n try Club. 1 960 

Needham Golf Club. 1 92 3  

Nehoiden Golf Club, 1 903 

New Bedford M u n icipal Golf Course. 1 98 1  

New England Country Club. 1 990 

N ew Meadows Golf C l u b. 1 977 

New S a n dy B ur r  Country C l u b, 1 92 2  

Newton Commonwealth Golf Course, 1 897 

N o n q u i tt Golf  Club, 1 902 

Norfolk Golf Club, 1 896 

North Adams Country Club, 1 903 

North Andover Country Club. 1 897 

N orth H i l l  Cou n t ry Club. 1 966 

Northampton Country Club, 1 898 

Northfield G o l f  C l u b. 1 908 

Norton Country Cl ub. 1 95 9  

N orwood Cou ntry Club, 1 977 

Oak H i l l  Country C l u b. 1 9 2 1  

Oak R idge Golf C l u b, 1 97-1-

Oak R i dge Golf Course, 1 902 

OakJey Country Club, 1 898 

Ocean Edge Golf Cl ub. 1 980 

Olde Barnstable Fairgro u n ds 

Golf  Course, 1 99 2  

O l d e  S a l e m  G reens Gol f Coursc. 1 906 

O l de Scotland L i nks,  1 997 

O u l d  N cwbury Golf Club. 1 9 1 9  

Oyster H a rbors C l u b, 1 92 6  

Pakachoag Gol f Cour,e. 1 9 7 1  

Pa triot Golf  Course, 1 996 

Pa u l  H a r n ey 's Golf C l u b, 1 ')67 

Pem b roke Country C l u b. 1 972 

Pen fi e ld's Tw i n  Brooks Golf Course. 200 1 

Petersham Cou ntry C l u b. 1 92 2  

P i n c  Brook C o u n try Cl ub, 1 92 4  

P i n e  G rove Golf C l u b. 1 9 5 7  

P i n e  Meadows Golf Course, 1 9 3 8  

P i n e  O a k s  Golf  Club, 1 967 

P i n e  R i dge' C o u n try C l u b. 1 969 

P i n e  Va l l ey Coun try C l u b. 1 95 9  

P i n ecrest G o l f  Course. 1 9 5 8  

P i n e h i l l s  G o l f  Club. 200 1 

Pleasant Va lley Country C l u b, 1 9 6 1  

Plymouth Country C l u b. 1 90 8  

Pocasset Golf Club. 1 (.)1 0  

Ponkapoag G o l f  Course, 1 ') 3 2  

Pontoo,uc Lake Cou n t ry Cl ub. 1 920 

Poquoy Brook Golf Cour,c, 1')03 

Pre,idents Golf Course, 1 972 

Quaboag Country Club, 1 899 

Quail H ol low Golf & Coun try Club, 1 ') ') 1  

Qua,hnet Vallcy Coun try Club, 1 973 

Red Ta i l  Golf Cl ub, 2001  

R ehoboth Cou ntl'y C l ub. 1 9M 

Reservation Golf Club, 1 895 

R i dder Farm Golf and Cou ntry Club. 1 90 1  

R i ver l 3end Coun try Cl ub, 1 998 

I{..oche'ter Golf Cour'e. 1 908 

Rockland Golf Cour,e, 1 903 

I{..ockport Golf Club, 1 9 1 5  

R o l l i n g  Green Golf Cour'e. 1 969 

Round H i l l  Golf L i nks, 1 973 

Rowley Co un try Club, 1 97 1  

Royal Crest Country Cl ub, 1 97 3  

R oyal Oaks Country Cl ub. 1 999 

Sagamore Spring Golf Club. 1 929 

Salem Country Club. 1 895 

Sandwich Hollows Coun try Cl ub. 1 973 

San katy I - lead Golf Club, 1 92 3  

Sas,amon Trace G o l f  Cour'e. 200 1 

Scitu ate Cou ntry Club, 1 9 1 9  

Segregansett Country Club , 1 893 

Shaker Farms Country Cl ub, 1 95 5  

Shaker I-l i l ls  Golf Club. 1 99 1  

Sharon Country Club. 1 898 

Sheraton Coloni al Hotel &: Golf C lub. 1 92 2  

Skyl i n e  Co un try C l u b ,  1 963 

South Shore Country Cl ub. 1 922 

SouthJmpton Co u n t ry Cl ub. 1 929 

Souther, M a rsh Golf Club. 2000 

SouthWick Coun try Club. 1 92 8  

Spri n g Val ley Country Cl ub, 1 90 3  

Springfield Country Club. 1 897 

Squi rrel I�un Golf &: Coun try Cl ub, 1 992 

St.  Anne Cou n try Cl ub. 1 962 

St.  M ark" Golf Cour'e, 1 923 

Sterl i n g  Coun try Cl ub. 1 99 1  

Stockbridge Golf Club. 1 895 

Stow A c re' Country Cl ub. 1 92 7  

Strawberry Val i ey G o l f  Cour'e. 1 90 I 
Swansea Country Club. 1 907 

Taconic Golf Club. 1 896 

Tatnuck Country Club. 1 898 

Tedesco Country Club. 1 903 

Templ ewood Golf Cou rse. 2000 

Tewk,bury Coun try Club, 1 998 

The Blandford Club. 1 909 

The Brookside C l u b. 1 997 

The Capta i n <  Golf Cou r'e. 1 985 

The Country Club. 1 882 

The Georgetown Cl ub, 1 99 1  

T h e  Golf Cou rse a t  Cold Spring. 2000 

The International Golf Club. 1 9 0 1  

The K l t tamett Cl ub. 1 92 2  

T h e  Lcdges Golf C l u b. 200 1 

T h e  Mcadow, Golf Cou rse. 1 9 3 3  

The Milton-Hoosic Club . 1 89 1  

T h e  Orchards Golf  C l u b, 1 92 2  

T h e  Ranch Golf Club. 2001  

T h e  1{.. l dge Cl ub, 1 9 89 

The Woods of Westm i nster, 1 998 

T h oma' M emorial Golf &: 
Coun try Club. 1 95 8  

Thomson Coun try Club, 1 903 

Thorny Lea Golf Club , 1 900 

Tou isett Country Club. 1 90 1  

Tou rnament Players Club o f  Bo,to n ,  2000 

Townsend R idge Country C l ub. 1 990 

Trull Brook Golf Cou rse. 1 96 3  

Twi n  H i l ls  Coun try Club, 1 904 

Twi n  Springs Golf Club, 1 93 3  

Tyn gsboro Count r y  Club. 1 93 4  

U n i corn G o l f  Course. 1 925 

Vesper Country Club . 1 8 75 

Veteran< Memorial  Golf Course. 1 962 

Wac h u,ett Coun try Club, 1 92 7  

Wahconah Coun"try Club. 1 93 0  

Walpole Country C lub. 1 92 7  

Wampanoag Golf Club, 1 937 

Wampatuck Coun try C l u b, 1 90-1-

Waubeeka Golf Link" 1 966 

Wave rly Oaks Golf Cl ub. 1 998 

Wayland Coun try Club. 1 940 

Web�ter-J )udley Golf Cl ub. 1 920 

Wedgewood Pi nes Country C l ub, 1 997 

Welle,ley Coun try Club, 1 9 1 0  

Wenham Country Club , 1 8 99 

Wentworth H il l ,  Golf &: Coun try Club, 2000 

We'tborough Country Club. 1 92 1  

Wc,tmin'tcr Country C l u b. 1 95 7  

Weston Golf Club . I R9-1-

Weqover Golf Cou rse, 1 95 7  

W h ite l i ff, Coun try Club. 1 9 83 

W h i te Pine' Golf Cour�e, 1 999 

W h i tl n w i l l c  Golf Club, 1 925 

Wianno Club. 1 9 1 6  

W i dow', Walk Gol f Cour'c, 1 997 

W i l l o\\'bend Club. 1 987 

W i n chendon Coun try Club, 1 920 

Winchester Country Club . 1 902 

Winthrop Golf Club. 1 90 3  

Woburn Country Club. 1 92 3  

Wollaston Golf Club . 1 895 

Woodbriar Golf Cour'e. 1 9 6 1  

Woodland Golf Club. 1 R90 

Woods Hole Golf Club , I X99 

Worcester Country Club. 1 90 0  

Worthl l l gton Golf Club. 1 90-1-

Wyantenuck Country Club. 1 890 

Wyckotf Coun try Club, 1 <)07 
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G O L F  I N  T H E  

C O M M O N W E A L T H 

The story of golf in Massach l lsetts is as rich and varied as the golf 
courses themselves, rangingfrom citified to s l lburban,from windswept links 

0/1 Cape Cod to the vertiginol ls layo l l ts of the Berkshires. 

B Y  J O H N  P. E N G LI S H 

H E  I T R O D U C T I O N  O F  G O L F  

in  Massachusetts apparently took 

place on July J 3 ,  1 72 8  (275 years 

ago) , w h e n  Governor  W i l l i am 

Burnett arrived from England with 

his fami ly, servants -and a set of 

gol f  c lubs .  Governor Burnet t 's 

tenure was short; he died i n  1 729. 

In the i nven tory of his  estate, with 

his magic lantern, telescope, musi

cal i nstruments and other treasures 

was l isted : "9 gouffe c lubs and an 

iron vlued at 2 pounds." The inven

tory constitutes the fi rst known 

reference to golf i n  the Bay State. 

One can only wonder if and where 

the governor used those c1ubs- in 

fron t  of the State House on Boston Common' 

A century and a half elapsed before the next mile

stone in  M assach usetts golf, and it came with the 

burgeoni n g  of country c lubs across the l and

country c lubs, not  golf clubs.The Country Club in 

Brookl ine  was the first of these to achi eve perma

nence in its site, but there was no thought of golf there 

at the time the club was conceived in early April of 

1 882, at a dinner at the home of lame M urray Forbes 

on Commonwealth Avenue in Boston.The idea was 

only to provide  "a comfortable 

clubhouse for the use of members 

and their families, a simple restau

rant ,  bed rooms, a bowling al ley, 

lawn termis grOLmds, & c. . . .  " I t would 

be helpfu l ,  however, for such a club 

to be in place as golf found a per

manent home here later on.  But it 

would be another decade before the 

game moved in .  

There are reports of  trial runs  a t  

golf  i n  several places during that 

decade, most notably when George Wright, origi

nal ly famous as a shortstop in professional basebal l ,  

received some golf  c lubs h e  had  ordered through 

an English catalog for the Wrigh t  & D i tson sport

ing  goods store he operated at H4- Washington 

FIELDS OF GLORY: BELMONT Belmont Country Club, a Donald Ross design dating from 1918, has witnessed its fair 

share of top-flight golf over the years, hosting four Massachusetts Amateurs, four Massachusetts Opens and, in 

earlier years, a host of professional tournaments and exhibitions. Hole pictured: No. 8, a 376-yard dogleg par-4. 

A bove: Many of the 63 golf clubs in Massachusetts that have already reached the century mark have published 

histories to commemorate the occasion, as have some clubs with shorter tenures. 
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Street i n  Boston .With permission fi'om the Bmton 

Parks Department  and the aid or  the Badminton 

L ibrary vol ume Go{f. Wrigh t  d irccted John Smith , 

a c lerk ,  to lay out  some holes at Fran kl in  Park . On 

December 1 0 , 1 8 90, Wright then gaVL' the game J 

\Ve i l -pub l i c i zed t r i a l  \V i th  Tc m p l e  ra ig ,  Fred 

Mansfield and Fred McDonald .  Wr ight,  Smith < l I 1d 

Mansfield gave i t  another try on Revere Beach in 

M3rch or T 89 1 . Report, on their  re3ctions <lre mixed. 

Wrigh t h imself \Vas ravor3bly i mpressed, but oth

ers fel t  the game requ i red too much \Valk ing and 

\Vou ld never catch on. In any event ,  golf \Vas not 

re-establ i shed a t  Fran k l in  Park for another five 

years. Even earlier, in what may have beell ol l ly one 

of other less publicized ventureS, Abbott La\Vrence 

apparently \Vas pbying  on three holes bid out in a 

meadow on H igh land Street in Taunton.  

Certainly golf was played earlier in nearby states

and even organ ized into clubs \Vhich have survived. 

Scots golfers l iv ing in Troy, N e\VYork, traveled over 

to Dorset,Vermont, 3nd almost certainly \Vere org<l

n ized and playi ng there in 1 8 86 .  Joseph M. Fox 

surely organ ized the Foxbu rg Cou ntry Club i l l  

Foxburg, Pennsylvan i3 ,  i n  1 88 7 .  The Apple  Tree 

G:1I1g in Yon kers, Ne\VYork, formed the St. Andre\\'\ 

Golf Club in J 888.  And in neighboring N e\Vport, 

R hode I sland,  Theodore G. H 3vemeyer laid out a 

n ine-hole course on Brenton 's Point  a l ld orgJn ized 

the N ewport Coun try Club in 1 890. 

I t  remained for a young woman ,  ho\Vever, to 

e s t ab l i s h  t h e  game  on a pe rm 3 n e n t  ba s i s  i n  

M assachusetts . Her name \Vas Florence Boit, 3nd she 

l ived in  Boston .  In the autumn of 1 892 ,  M is<; Boit ,  

who had played the game at  Pau ,  a resort in south

ern France, brought some clubs and balls to the home 

of her aunt and uncle, the Arthur B. Hunnewel ls  in 

Wellesley, and demonstr3 ted i t  on their estate and 

on the lands of 1<... . C. Shaw and HoL l is Hu nne\Vel l  

which adjoined.  Among those \Vho watched her 

exl l ibitions were members of the Cabot family of 

Brookline and Laurence Curtis, a neighbor in Boston. 

They clearly caught the fever. George and W 1<... . C3bot 
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tell of playing the game subsequently at Louis Cabot's 

estate  on Jamaica Pond in Brookline in N oveillber 

of 1 892,  3nd of organiz ing the Warren Far i l ls Golf 

Club with some 50 I l lembers exclusively for golf early 

in 1 893 , although the Warren Farms club did not sur

vive. Happi ly, ho\Vever, C u rti\ persuaded the execu

tive committee of The Country Club on Noveil lber 

29, 1 892,  to approve the laying out of a course there 

"and to <;pend the nece)sary ai l lount up to $50." I n  

the ,pring o f  1 893 Curtis, H unnewell and I <...obert 

Baron opened to their rello\V members the first six 

holes of\Vhat \Vas to becoil le the first perillanent golf 

course in M,))'.,achmem. 

In the <;ame spring season,  an equally s ign i ficant 

even t  occurred i n  a humble home across the \Vay 

fi'om The Country Club at 246 lyde Street :  a boy 

UNFORGETTABLE FOURSOMES Appearing in an exhibition match at 

Springfield Country Club in 1900 were (left to right) Harry Vardon, 

who would go on to win the British Open six times, still a record for 

that championship; Jim Toole, a fine local amateur golfer; Milton 

"M.B." Reach, general manager of A. G. Spalding & Bros. in Chicopee; 

and Ted Ray, 1912 British Open and 1920 U.S. Open champion. The 

British professionals, Vardon and Ray, had been hired by Spalding to 

tour the States to promote the game and Spalding's golf equipment. 

Their lengthy visit drew vast galleries by the standards of the day. 

During the tour, Vardon, who usually played against the better ball of 

two opponents, won over SO matches, halved 2 and lost 13. He also 

made time to capture the 1900 U.S. Open at Chicago Golf Club. 



named Francis DeSales Oui met was born on May 

8 , 1 89 3 ·  I n that same month , most appropriately, the 

Spalding Athlet ic LibrJry in New York published 

Coif, i ts first volume on the game. 

The gam spread here JS if contagious in  1 893 

and 1 894-and i t  may wel l  have been .  Players on 

the N orth hore set up in  1 893 both the Essex 

County Club in  Manchester and Jnother golf  c lub 

i n  Prides Crossing which did not survive.The golfers 

i n Taunton organized themselves as the Segregansett 

Country Club in 1 893 , and the game seems to have 

been played in  N orfolk in the same time frame. 

The s imple beginn ing on the H unnewel l  estate 

in Wel les ley had i n formal para l le ls on the Weld  

estate i n  Brookl ine, the  Appleton farm in I pswich 

and the Mora ine farm on Wenham L ake. Laurence 

Below: An exhibition match at Woodland Golf Club in 1928 pitted (left 

to right) .Johnny Farrell and Robert Tyre .Jones, .Jr., against Walter 

Hagen and Gene Sara zen and raised an astounding $10,000 for the U.S. 

Ryder Cup team, of which Hagen was captain. Collectively, members of 

this foursome would go on to win 26 modern major championships, 32 

if .Jones' five U.S. Amateur and one British Amateur titles are included. 

.Jones lost the match for his side when he missed a short putt on the 

home green. Boston Globe reporter W. A. Whitcomb wrote: "Putting on 

a canting green from a distance of eight feet is no part of a pleasant 

undertaking even though there is nothing more important at stake than 

a 10-cent cigar." Unfazed, .Jones stayed on in Boston to win the U.S. 

Amateur at Brae Burn the following week. 

Cur tis ,  who had brought golf to The Country Club, 

generated a seven-hole cour�e for the N ahant Club 

in 1 894 .  Golf was given a tr ia l  in 1 894, too, by 

Henry M .  Whi tn ey, a summer resident,  3nd fr iends 

on a six-hole course laid out on his land in Cohasset; 

the CohJsset Golf Club came into being and is s t i l l  

r ight  there .  The R. ev. Wil l iam E .  R. ussell developed 

nine holes on Kendall Green, also in 1 894, and this 

became the Weston Golf l ub. Myopia H unt  Club 

made the game available to i ts members in HarniJton 

in 1 894.Joseph H .  Choate,Jr. , and E l iotTuckerman 

la id out three holes in  a Stockbridge meadow, and 

Katherine di Pollone later set nine holes on her estate 

nearby in 1 894 which led to the formation of the 

Stockbridge Golf Club the fol lowing year. Henry 

C. Thacher had a n i ne-hole pr ivJte course on his 

property off Strawberry Lane in Yarmouth Port 

and Dr. Gorham Baker was playing on his lands in 

adjoining Barnstable in 1 894, activities which led to 

the formation of the Cummaquid Golf Club a year 

later. Golf qu i te prob3bly was in troduced at other 

places in  these early years .  Certainly i t  had spread 

ti�om Brook l ine to the North Shore, Cape Cod and 

the Berksh i res, and the foundation had been la id for 

escalation in 1 895 .  

In  1 89-1-, too, The Country Club brought Wi l l ie  

Campbel l  from Scot land to be i ts fi rst pro fes

sional, and Myopia imported R.obert Whi te ti�om 

Scotland as i ts first professional and green keeper. 

Campbell became a missionary for the game, assist

ing several other clubs in creating their first courses. 

Whi te moved on to New York and in 1 9 1 6  shared 

i n  t h e  fo u n d i n g  of t h e  P rofess i o n a l G o l fers  

Associat ion of America and served unti l  1 920 JS I ts 

first presiden t.  

As  golf fo u n d  i ts fi r s t  p e r m a n e n t  h o m e  in 

M assach usetts at The Country Club, so i t  also found 

early homes at other clubs not original ly organized 

for the game. Myopia had been started in  Winchester 

in the mid- 1 870S for baseba l l ,  tennis ,  foxhounds 

and other sports. I t  re-opened in Hami l ton in 1 88 2 ,  

i n  part t o  provide better faci l i ties for horsemen and 
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FIELDS OF GLORY: BRAE BURN Walter Hagen 

retrieves his ball after holing out in an 18-hole playoff 

to defeat local favorite Mike Brady, seen in white, by 

one stroke in the 1919 U.S. Open at Brae Burn Country 

Club in West Newton, this despite a week of partying in 

Boston with his friend, singer AI Jolson. In his long 

career, the Brighton-born Brady won three Massa

chusetts Opens and had 9 top-10 finishes in lS national 

opens. Brae Burn also has hosted one U.S. Amateur, 

two U.S. Women's Amateurs, two Curtis Cups-and 

more MGA championships than any 

other club in Massachusetts. 

Bobby Jones' U.S. Amateur win at 

Brae Burn in 1928 made up for a 

disappointing exhibition match he had 

played there at age lS with Alexa 

Stirling, when his temper got the bet

ter of him. "1 behaved very badly when 

my game went apart," he later 

recalled. "1 heaved numerous clubs, 

and once threw the ball away. I read 

the pity in Alexa's soft brown eyes and 

finally settled down, but not before I 

had made a complete fool of myself." 

I X  :\ ( O M 'VI O '\J W I A l I H  0 1  (' O I I I R S 

did not add golf  to i t� offerings unt i l  1 "9-1--0\'er 

�o l l le  oppmition fi'o l l l  tho�e horsei l len . What \\'as 

to becoi l l e  the Mi lton-Homic Club opened for 

�oc i J I  activ i t ie, i n  1 � 9 1  Jnd the follo\Ving year dis

pL1yed an i n terest in golf by laying out a few holes 

eH the Houghton Fa r i l l  , \Vh ich i t  had lea,ed, on 

Homic-Whisick Pond. Unfortul1Jteiy. the  Houghton 

F.1rm was soon taken to for l l l  .1 part of the Blue H i lh 

ReservJt ion,  ,md i t  WJS not unt i l  the 

c lub purch .1�ed the Shal ler  F.1 r m ,  .1 

sepante s i te in CJnt o n ,  in 1 89 5 ,  th,l (  

i t  \Va� able t o  develop a clubhome .1nd 

golfcourse there.The Mil ton Club .md 

Homic-Whi,ick Club I l lerger in 1 <)-t6 

creJted the Mdton-H oosic Club. 

It \\'.1'" autu i l ln  of 1 896 before golf 

retur1 1 ed to Fr,mk l i n  P.uk,  Jnd  the  

credit  th i s  t ime  redou n ds to Wi l l i e  

C.1m pbel l ,  the s ame  man \Vh o  had 



come from Scotland to The Country Club two 

years earlier. He  hoped to broaden the appeal of the 

game by making i t  avai lable not only at private 

clubs but to the public,  as it had been in h i s  na tive 

Scotland .  Campbell in his role as a golf  missionary 

persuaded the 1 30stOl l  I ). lrk, Department to build 

a n in e-hole publ ic course . 1 t  l=r.l I lk l in  Park and 

helped lay i t  out . Thi,  course opened in the fal l  of 

1 896 with Campbell i n  ch.lrgc -only one year 

after the nation's first public course at Van Cortland 

Park in N ew York . By the time of his premature 

death in ' 900, i t  was clear that his vision would be 

realizedTo 11 1<L'Cimize this, however, he was succeeded 

by his  wife, Georgina ,  who had been assist ing her 

h usband teach ing women and chi ldren.  In so doing, 

she became our first woman professional . And the 

course thrived unti l  World War I .  

The growth of the game was not now to be 

denied, and fortu nately i t  grew in the hands of men 

and women whos primary in terest focused on the 

qual i ty of the game i tself- its rules, i ts honor, i ts 

courtesies . They gave it a her i tage of un i ty, good 

sportsmanship and personal in tegri ty which dis

tinguish i t  to this day. 

Need for coordination and un iformi ty in rules 

and championsh ips W:lS apparent fi·om the start, and 

Laurence Curtis and amuel Sears, representingThe 

C o u n try C l ub,  j o i n ed representat ives from S t .  

Andrew's GoLf Club, Newport Golf Club, Shjnnecock 

H ills Golf Club and Chicago Golf Club in ewYork 

on December 22 , 1 894, to found the United States 

GoLf Association (USGA) and to elect Theodore G. 

H avemeyer of the Newport club i ts first president .  

Havemeyer, l i ke Florence Boi t ,  had become ac

quainted with the game whi le vacationing in Pau ,  

France. T h e  first club to b e  recorded a s  a member 

of the USGA after the incorporation by the origi

nal five was the Essex Count y  Club, which joined 

a month later, in January of 1 895 . The new associ

a t i o n 's fi rs t  A m a t e u r, Open a n d  Wom e n 's 

Championships were played in  the summer of 1 895 

on H avemeyer's n ine-hole course i n  Newport. 

The role played by Laurence C u rti, and Sai l lue l  

Sears in launching the USGA wa� prophetic of the 

role to be played by ,0 many other individuals rep

resenting club� throughout the Commonwealth in 

the game's formative year�. l t  WJ� to be a role which 

would place MassJchusett� among the true incu

bators of the game ofgolfc1� it WJS trJnsplanred into 

North America in the 1.1'>t dec<1de of the 1 9th cen

tury and the early year,> of the 20th . 

Whi le the USGA had its birth in ewYork, the 

leverage exercised by MJ'>'>Jch usetts men in devel

oping the game as we know i t  today is  reRected in 

the fact that this omm nwealth provided four  of 

i ts fi rst e ight presidents- Laurence Curtis ,  W. 1 3 .  

Thomas, G .  Herbert Wi ndeler ( la ter to become the 

Brae Burn's 2nd hole is  only 308 yards long (272 

yards from the ladies' tees, pictured) but is rated as 

the No. 7 handicap hole because of the narrow landing 

area for the tee shot and the severely bunkered two

tiered green, only 16 yards wide and 28 yards deep. 



MOMENT OF TRUTH The iconic 

image of Francis Ouimet and his 

10-year-old caddie Eddie Lowery 

on their way to triumph in the 1913 

U.S. Open at The Country Club in 

Brookline is one of many fascinating 

images gracing the wal ls of the 

Ouimet Library. In later years, 

Ouimet (top) and Lowery became 

major figures in amateur golf at the 

state and national level , both as 

competitors and promoters of the 

game. The story of Ouimet's victory 

in the Boston Evening Transcript, 

written by John Anderson, himself 

a former Massachusetts Amateur 

champion, was picked up by papers 

across the country. 

first president of the Massach usetts Golf Association 

(MGA) :1 I 1d H erbert Jaques, Sr. AlJ  four  represented 

The Country Club .  In addi ti on ,  H erbert Jaques, 

J r. ,  ,1 I l el Harold W. Pierce, also members of T h e  

Coun try Cl ub, I ol ter \erved as presi den ts, br ing ing 

the total to s ix .  No other c lub i n  the land has pro

vided the USCA with so many presidents .  

Nor did i t  s top there .  N o  other c lub h as g iven 

the USGA as many years of servi ce as executive 

cOl l lm i ttee l l lembers .The Coun try Club has been 

represented on the roll of officer s  and executive 

committee members in 76 of the 1 09 years s ince 

i ts found ing. I n dividuals from The Coun try Club 

a n d  fro m  o t h e r  c l u bs i n  M a ssa c h u se t t s  w h o  

have served as offi cers and execu tive commi ttee 

members i n c l ude H arry L .  Ayer, Jeanne-Mar ie  

Boylan ,  M.  L ewis Crosby and A lbert D. Locke, a l l  

of l3 rae Burn Coun try Club ;  Azar i ah  T Bu ffin gton 

of the  Country Club of Fal l  R iver ;  Asa P .  French 

of Che,tn ut H i l l  Golf Club ;  Franc i s  D. Ouimet of 

Woodland Coif Club;  H erbert C L eeds of Myopia 

H u nt Club;  Alfred I .  R ipley of 03kley Country 

Club ;  ,1 I l d  Edw3rd L .  Emerson , Ch3ri es L .  Pei rson ,  

Chark\ M .  Pyle, J r. ,  A rthur  W. R ice, J r. ,  H enry 

H.  Wi lder ,1 I l d  G.  F Wi llett ,  a l l  of The Count ry 

Club- I S ,  in addi t ion to the 6 who served as pres

ident�. And this does not include Edward E. Lowery, 

Franc i s  Ou imet 's caddie dur ing  the US 
O U I M ET IS  T H E  W I N N ER Open at Brookl i ne  i n  1 9 1 3  , whose later ser

vice to the USGA came after he  had moved 

to San Francisco. 
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The national  championsh ips which the 

Aedgl ing USGA had inaugura ted at Newport 

in 1 895 prospered under such gu idance, and 

the sponsoring body moved them around  the 

country in  ensu ing years to areas where golf  

had taken ho ld .  Eastern Massachusetts \\'as, of  

course, one of these, and th USCA sent the  

t h i rd p l3y i n g  of  i ts Wom e n 's A m a t e u r  

Ch,1 l 1 1pionship to the Essex Coul 1 ty Club i n  

August, 1 897, the first o f  I I  Women's Amateurs 

and, over31l , 45 USGA championshjps. 1 n addi-
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t ion, one PGA championsh ip, three Walker Cup, 

three C urtis Cup and two R.yder Cup matches have 

been awarded to the Bay State through 2003 ,  the 

MGA's centennjai year, the latest being the Men's and 

Women's State Team championships Jt ChJrles Kiver 

and Wellesley Count ry Clubs. 

There were 29 entrants in that first women's tour

nament at Essex. BeatrL'I: Hoyt, 1 7 ,  of the Shinnecock 

H ills Golf Club on Long Island won the medal with 

108 and defeated Nellie Sargent, an 

Essex member, in the final to register 

the  second of her three successive 

championships. Miss Sargent had been 

runner-up also in the first champi

onship at the Meadow Brook Club in 

N ew York two years earuer.The Essex 

event in 1 897 marked, also, the debut 

on the nat ional  sc ne  of Margaret 

Curtis, a member of the enterta in ing 

club and one of the eight qual i fiers at  

the age of l 3 ·  

By the turn of the century, the game 

was growing beyond the estates and 

clubs of the gentry as the motor vehi

cle was replacing the horse and car

riage, stimulating a revolution in the 

economy of the nation and, among 

many other things, making an essen

tially suburban game even more acces

s ib le .  T h e  S tu debaker  B roth ers 

Manufactu ring Company sold i ts first 

motor vehicle i n  1 902, and Ford put i ts 

M odel  A on t h e  market  i n  1 903 . 

(According to CoIf, Massachusetts led 

the country in number of golf clubs 

with "upwards of 1 70.") 

F l o re n ce B o i t 's c o n t r i b u t i o n  

ensured our  debt t o  women in  the 

early development of the game here. 

and this was enhanced with in three 

years of that U . . Women's Amateur at 

Essex County Club (and three years 

before Massach usetts' male go lfers organized them

selves) . On March 5 ,  1 900, a smal l  group of\Vomen 

golfers met on Common\Vealth Avenue in Boston 

and foun ded the Women 's Golf  Assoc iat ion of 

Boston , re-n amed in 1 929 the  Wo m e n 's G o l f  

Association o f  Massachusetts (WGAM).The found

ing women represented fou r  c lubs :  Brae B u rn ,  

Con cord,  T h e  Coun try C l u b  a n d  Oakley. M rs .  

Frank E .  Zerrahn of The Country Club \Vas elected 

FIELDS OF GLORY: 

WINCHESTER Glenna Collett 

Yare, called "the female Bobby 

Jones" after winning six U.S. 

Women's Amateurs, poses for 

the camera at Salem Country 

Club during the 1932 national 

championship. Yare, who 

played out of the Miacomet 

Club in Providence, won the 

1921 women's state amateur 

at Winchester Country Club, 

when she was Glenna Col lett. 

Celebrating its centennial in 

2002, Winchester has long 

been in the forefront of 

amateur golf in the state. 

Hole pictured: the par-3 172-

yard 9th. 

A C ( ) \; \1 ( ) " \\ L\ [ T H ( )  I (, ( )  [ r L R ..,  2 J 



fir,t president ,  and the  group quickly arre1 l 1ged the 

schedule of in ter-c lub team matche,>, ,urt ing in 

MelY, which has been a ha l lmark of the ir  progrJms 

ever since. An individual cha i l lpionship W,lS inJu

gurated in  the r:l l 1  of 1 900 at Oakley, Jnd Crelce B .  

Keyes of Concord dete,Hed 

ning a 'iecond t ime at N assau on Long I sland in  

1 9 1 ..j. , t h  us br i  ng i  ng both the men 's and women's 

natH ) l l e l l  e l l l l J [ L' L !r  championsh ips to M assach usetts 

i l l  the same year. 

-I he Cu rt i '>  '>I'> [er'>,  by the way, were n i eces of 

Laurence C u rtis, who had 

H arriot C ur tis in the final . 

Today, the W C A M  speaks 

for a membership of 2 ,200 

women golfers. 

The Fou n di n g  C l ubs of the 
M assach usetts Golf Associ ation 

i n t ro d u c e d  go l f  a t  T h e  

C o u n t r y  C l u b  a n d  a t  

Nahant .  Margaret\ domi

nance was not  l im i ted to 

golf either. After dethroning 

h e r  s i s t e r  in t h e  1 9 07 

n a t i o n a l  go l f  fi n a l ,  s h e  

switched weapons i n  1 908 

and won the national dou

bles championsh ip  at lawn 

tennis with E velyn Sears ,  

marking the only t ime an 

American has held national 

c h a m p i o n sh i ps in b o t h  

sports s imultaneously. 

More swi ft ly than their  

I l l a l e  c o u n t er pJ rt s ,  a l so, 

M a s 'i J c h  u se t t s  w o m e n  

made a s ign i ficant  i mpact 

in na t iona l  p lay. I Ja u l i n e  

Mackay o f  Oakley was the 

fir'it : in 1 90) she won the 

stJ te and nat ional  a i l l a teur 

wom e n 's championsh ips ,  

defeating Margaret C ur tis 

of Esse:\: County in an .1 1 1-

M:mach usetts USGA final  

at the Morris  County Club 

in N ew J e rs ey. I n  t h e  

decade fol lowing, Massa

ch usetts women won 7 of 

t h e  1 0  U . S .  Wo m e n 's 

A m a t e u r  t i t l e s :  s i s t e r  

H ar r i o t  C u rt i s  of  Esse:\: 

County won J t  Brae Burn 

in 1 906; Margaret final ly 

won at M i dloth ian ,  I lear 

Ch icago, in 1 907, dethron

ing s ister Harr iot  i n  the  

rina l ;  I<:atherine Harley of 

Albemarle G. C., 

Newtonville* 

Allston G. C.* 

Alpine G. C. 

of Fitchburg* 

Andover G. C. 

Bellevue G. C. 
of Melrose 

Braeburn Golf Club 

Brockton Country Club 

Chestnut Hil l  G. C.* 

Clifton G. C.* 

Commonwealth 
Country C. 
of Allston 

Concord G. C. 

The Country Club 
of Brookline 

Essex County Club 

Fall River G. C. 

Framingham 
Country Club 

Hoosic Whisick Club 

Kenilworth G. C. 
of Allston* 

Lexington Golf Club 

Meadow Brook G. C. 

Medford G. C.* 

Merrimac Valley G. C. 
of Lawrence 

Misery Island G. C.* 

the  Country Club of Fal l  R iver won at Chevy 

Ch,l'>e, near Wa,hingto n ,  D. C. ,  in 1 908 ;  Margaret 

Curt is  won again at Ba l rusro l ,  in N ew Jersey, in 

1 9 1 1 and . 1  th i rd ti l l l e  at her home cour<;e, Esse:\: 

Count)" i n  1 9 1 2 .  M rs .  H . Arnold Jackson of Oakley, 

t h e  for i l l e r  Ka ther ine  H arl ey, fo l lowed Franc i s  

Ou i met\ 1 9 1..j . victory in the U.S. Amateur by win-
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Merry Mount G. C.* 

Myopia Hunt Club 

Country Club 

of New Bedford 

Newton Centre G. C.* 

Newton Golf Club* 

Newton Highlands 

G. C.* 

Norfolk G. C. 
of Dedham 

Oakley Country Club 

Salem Country Club 
of Danvers/Danvers 

C. C.* 

Salem G. C. 

Segregansett G. C. 
of Taunton 

Country Club 
of Springfield 

Tedesco Country Club 

Vesper Country Club 
of Lowell 

Wellington Hills G. C.* 

Weston G. C. 

Winchester G. C. 

Winthrop G. C. 

Wollaston Golf Club 

Woodland G. C. 

*Clubs identified by 
asterisks are no 
longer in existence. 

C o n s i derably l a ter, I n  

1 927, the Curt i s  sisters, who 

continued an active interest 

in girl s 'and women 's play 

through out their l ives, pre

sented a s i lver bowl of Paul 

Revere design ,"ro stimulate 

fi' iendly r ival ry among the 

wo m e n  go l fers  of  m a n y  

lands ." I t  took another fi ve 

years to activate the ir  idea 

and then only the U nited 

States and Great Britain par-

t ic ipated, but by 1 9 3 2  the 

USGA and the Ladies Golf U n ion of Great Br i ta in  

had agreed to regular i n tern3tional matches  and 

the Curtis Cup ser ies came into be ing with a match 

at Wentworth ,  England, which the U n i ted tates 

women won .  Appropriatel , the USGA returned the 

fourth playing of the match to the Curt i s  s isters' 

home club, Esse:\: County, in 1 93 8 ,  and the U nited 



tates team u n der the  capta incy of Fran ces E .  
Stebbins o f  Brae B u rn  won 5 t o  3 12 .  The interna

tional m atch has been returned twice again to 

Massachusetts, in 1 958  and 1 970, both t i l l les to Brae 

Burn,  and no other state has en tertained the event 

as many t imes. Another Un i ted States team, win

ning at N ottinghal 1 1 sh i re, England, in 1 960, was 

capta ined by a woman fi'om Massachusetts, M rs .  

H e n r i  F .  P r u n aret  of  Brae  B u r n , and Joan n e  

Goodwin o f  Haverh i l l  Country Club was a mem

ber of her team . 

M assachusetts men finaUy made their orga

n izational move in the fal l  of 1 902- a year 

when Teddy Roosevelt was presi

dent, the Wright brothers were tak

ing to the air at K i tty Hawk, N orth 

Carolina ,  and on the eve of the base

bal l  season when the Boston Red 

Sox, playing on the old H un tington 

Avenue grounds ,  were to win orga

nized basebal l 's first World Series ,  

defeating the Pi ttsburgh Pirates five 

games to four. 

As early as 1 899 a meeting  of rep

resentat ives of c lubs in the Greater 

Boston area had agr ed not to orga

n ize a state association,  the feel ing being "strongly 

against  anyth ing  which m ight lead to I l lug-h u n t

ing  and emphat ical ly against the cu l tivation of the 

p s e u d o -a m a t e u r  who u s u a l l y  appear s  w h e n  

r ivalry becomes keen in competitions among clubs 

in an association ." G. Herbert Windeler, then secre

tary of The Cou ntry Club, pressed a more posi

t ive view, h owever, and three years later aga in  

c i rcu lar i zed gol f  c lubs throughout  the state wi th 

an invitat ion to meet a t  the  Exchange Club in  

Boston on  December I L ,  T 902 .Thirty-two sent rep

resentat ives, and this  t ime i t  was " the sense of th i s  

SHIELD OF GLORY Bostonian Laurence Curtis, in whose 

honor one of the more impressive golf trophies at The 

Country Club is named, helped to open the first perma

nent golf course in Massachusetts in Brookline in 1893. 

meeti ng that an A��ociat ion be for l l l ed of C l ubs 

b e l o n g i n g  to t h e  U . S . G . A .  in t h e  s t a t e  o f  

Massachusetts ." A �econd �ession was requ i red to 
bring th is  off, for another motion directed the  

cha i r  to "appoint a cO l l l l l l i ttee of seven ,  to i nc lude 

h i l l l se lf. to dr.l \\· L ip . 1  C Ol1 'i t i tu t ion and By- Laws 

for 3n A,sociation ,  to bl' ,ubmitted for adoption ." 

T h i s  s econd  ' l' " i o n  too"  p l ace  aga in  a t  t h e  

Exchange Club on FcbJ"Lury 2-+, J 903, some 3 8  clubs 

represen ted th i s  t ime (six separately l i sted under 

"Other Golf Clubs" because they were not at the 

t i l l l e  a ffi l i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  U S G A ) ,  a n d  " T h e  

Constitution and By-Laws, as approved by the 

committee, were taken up and adopted 

as amen ded." 

Forty-two clubs were represented 

at  one or both sessions and so became 

founding c l ubs of the M G A .  The i r  

names  a re l i sted in  the box on the  

opposite page exactly as  they appeared 

in the original minutes (only 28  clubs 

are st i l l  in  existence) . 

The I l l ission of th is new association 

was s implic ity i tself, as embodied in the 

original const i tut ion:  "The object of 

the Association shaU be to promote the 

interests of gol f." Those by-laws and an early action 

by the first executive committee of nine members 

revealed a narrower objective, however: Section 3 pro

vided that : " I t shall be the duty of the Executive 

ComJl1jttee to arrange dates for competitions accept

able to the clubs and to provide for an Annual  State 

Championship," and on March -+ the executive COIll

n"l i t tee directed i t� handicap committee to �ubmit 

"a handicap l ist of mell lbers of clubs belonging to 
this Association , based on the Par systel l l  "-rcAect

ing the association 's primary in terest in arranging 

amateur competi tions , with handicaps. 

The first M assachusetts Amateur, "for residents 

of Massachusem who are members of club, belong

ing to the Association," was conducted in September 

of that sal l le  year, 1 903 ,  a t  Myopia .  It \\,,15 at  match 
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Afterthoughts on Golf 
A Massachusetts girl's recollections o f  g o l f  in t h e  1890s 

A fterthouqhts, by Georgina Paine Fisher Howland, 

"privately published for her grandchildren" in 1955, 

i s  a memoir of growing up in the Boston area more 

than a century ago. The following excerpt, set largely 

on Weston Golf Club's original nine holes, provides 

a glimpse into the education of a golfer when both 

'Nina' Paine and the game of golf were young. 

G
OL F  C A M E TO W E STON when ' was s ix or 

seven years old-j ust about the t ime that Papa 

had given up trotting and sai l ing and was ready 

for a new amusemen t .  The Un i L1r iJn min i�ter, a very 

nice M r. Russel l :  came home from a trip to Scotland 

one summer bringing a bag of hith erto unh eard of golf 

c lubs; and very �oon c 1 n ine hole course was la id out on 

pasture land belonging to the Coburn fami ly, abound

ing in  h i l ls ,  stone walls and cows . Papa caught the fever 

immediately; and though h was older than most of the 

other men who began at the same time, s ixty-two in 

fact ,  h e  soon became one of the best  players and won 

the first Club championship. Younger men eventual ly 

surpassed h i m ,  but  for a good many years there was no 

one in Weston who found him easy to beat,  and not until 

he  was eighty did he give up playing ent i rely. 

My education in the gal 1 le  began when ' was n i ne. 

and Papa took it much 1 1 l0re seriously than my school 

work . By the t ime ' was eleven i t  was the accepted thing 

for me  to piay w i th hi l 1 l  every afternoon whi le we 

were i n  Weston;  and only a very rainy day, a th er

mometer above 88, or snow, ever kept us off the l in ks .  

But-' may as well admjt  i t-there were occasional days 

when we played for his  pleasure rather than for mine .  

, really d id  love golf, though;  partly for i tself and 

partly because of being with Papa.  H e  went  to Boston 

every morn ing for D i rectors' meet ings or something of 

the sort, and in the afternoon I would be driven down 

to meet h im at  the Weston station-not t i l l  much later 

*Thl' Re\'_ \X/1l h .1T l l  E. n .. u.,,>ell, p,lS{Or O r dll' Flr.;;( Pafl,h C h u n:h 111 We\ton, \\,1\ 

111\[fUl1lcntJI 111 \t.lrtlllg rhL' Wc..,ton CoIf Club 111 1 HY..J - I I) 

on in an automobile, but in the beach-waggon ,  a two

seated open carriage with a horse who i nvariably di s

l iked trains .  As Papa descended fi'om the smoking-car, 

, always looked to see if there were a long, s lender 

package under his  arm-for ifso, i t  might  be a n ew golf 

club for me. And often there was, for he  spared no trou

ble in fi t t ing me out with clubs that he  hoped m ight 

Improve my game. 

After Papa had got i n to the carriage, the train had 

pulled out, and the horse had stopped fidgeting, we would 

proceed to the golf  course and have our round .  Once 

i n  3 whi le  Papa brough t a Scotch professional out with 

h im,  and we both took lessons to the accompan iment  

of a genuine Scotch burr. Most of my instruction , how

ever, came fi'om Papa h imself, and it was so good and 

we played �o much tha t  before a great whi le  my game 

became rather credi table, consider ing my s i ze  and sex . 

But the Weston hil ls were steep, and my shots not long 

enough to be sure of always surmounting them . One day 

when ' seemed entirely unable to "carry" a particularly 

h igh hi l l ,  and my baLi kept rol l ing back to my feet no 

matter how hard ' h i t, ' let mysel f  go and began to com

plain about my difficu l t ies and my luck. Suddenly Papa 

said very quietly but very disgustedly, " Nina,  can 't you 

stop grumbling?" Never before had he  reprimanded me  

for anyth ing, and  to  have incurred h i s  scorn was disgrace 

and calamity. ' never grumbled on the golf course aga in .  

By the t ime ' was thirteen,  Papa and ' played even .  

Our afternoon's stake was supposedly an ice cream 

soda -which we stopped for at the old grocery store 

on the way home-of which we both partook and for 

which he paid, no matter which of us had won . 

There were Saturday afternoon handicap tourna

ments, and somet imes he  or I would win and be pre

sen ted with an ugly l i tt le pewter cup. Before long the 

Cl ub inst i tuted 3 Ladies '  Championsh ip as  wel l  as  a 

M en 's- which ' never won , i n  spite of Papa's fi rm be

lief that , ough t to because [ could h i t  furth er than the 
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usua l  winn er, M rs .  Batchelder. M rs .  Batchelder was 

very solemn abou t  h er game and spent hours every day 

pract ic ing putts and approaches, wi th the resu l t  that 

she became fi�ighteningly good at  her ' short game.' I n  

matches aga inst her, m y  longer drives and brassie shots 

were of no ava i l ,  and she beat me  every t ime wi th 

accurate approaches and deadly putting. 

One autumn,  when I was fourteen , there had been 

a Ladies' I nvitation Tournament,  and one of the vis

iting players had gone around in 9 1 -which 

broke the previous ladies '  I '  cord for the 

course, a 93  made by M iss Gertrude 

Fiske, a n o t h e r  Weston fr i e n d  who 

annoyed Papa by beating me in the 

C hampionships .  A few weeks later 

Papa and I were playing the n int h  

h ol e  o n e  afternoon, when w e  saw 

M rs .  Batchelder stroL l ing  toward us 

with an expression of bl iss on her nice, 

sunburned face. As we met she said,"WeLl, 

I ' m  going  home to throw away my c1ubsl 

I 've j ust made a 91 to t ie the Ladies' Record." 

I myself had been playing better than usual, and when 

we added up our score cards on the putting-green we 

discovered that I had gone round the nine holes in 44-

two strokes better than my previous best. We hadn't 

i n tended to play a second nine that day; but suddenly, 

instead of taking off l11Y gloves and handing them to the 

caddy to put into my golfbag, I found myself saying, " Papa, 

I ' m  going to play round again and beat 9 1 1 "  Since I had 

n ever yet done better than 96 for the double round,  and 

after playing a few good holes was almost certain to do 

the next very badly, this was pretty brash .  However, Papa 

approved, and we started on the second n ine. 

H ole after ho le  wen t  by without disaster, but  a cru

cial moment  lay ahead. For Ranking the l ast hundred 

yards of the long and difficult  eighth hole was a rocky 

p recipice ;  and if my bal l  were to Ry or even trickle over 

its dizzy edge, al l  po sibi l i ty of a good score would  van

ish .  Rather apprehensively I started the hole-know

ing that  it  must  be accomplished in seven strokes, and 

then the n in th  i n  three, i f  I were to get another 44· I n  

spite o f  my excitement n o  trouble occurred a t  the var

ious stone walls that crossed the fai rway in inconvenient  

places, and after four  shots I had arrived at shooting dis

tance for the putt i ng-green.  I played a brassi e  shot; and 

watched incredulous as my baL I  ignored the yawning 

precipice and sailed straight on to the green . I holed out 

comfortably i n  seven,  and wondered what would hap

pen on the n in th hole. But the gods were with me  stiL I .  

My ball settled i n to the final c u p  for a three; and 

there i t  was, a new Ladies' Record of 8 8 1  
Papa and I were pretty happy-h e, I 

th ink,  even more than I .  But  we did 

wonder how we were going to break 

the news to M rs .  Batchelder when 

we met her on the course next day, 

for of course she was not going to 

throw away her clubs .To our disnlay, 

as we approached the Club House we 

saw that she was s t i l l  there, rock ing 

happi ly on the piazza, and obviously 

waiting to tell us al l  abou t  her round . .  

I t was a long story, a n d  as i t  went on,  Pa pa and 

l began to hope that perhaps she would depart with

out our having to confess. Final ly she did get up and said 

good-bye. But  j ust as she was stepping off the piazza, to 

go and unh i tch her horse and buggy in the shed, she 

turned and asked me in a voice that sounded l ike that 

of some faraway goddess on Olympus,  "And what score 

did you get today, Nina/" 

At  home that evening I couldn't decide whether to laugh 

or cry. But  the rest of the family seemed always to be 

winning laurels of one sort or another to bring home 

to Papa, and i t  was gratifY ing to have added a smaU sprig 

myself. The only one as i t  turned out; for I never d id  

anything  at aU remarkable aga in ,  and M rs .  Batchelder 

kept on beating me in the Championships. I n  a pigeon

hole of my secretary i n  Weston ,  however, a d i lapidated 

old golf baU is st i l l  treasured, with the inscription : 

OCT. I I  '03 
44 - 44 

8 8  
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play. \Vith 3 8  entrants .  The \Vinner \Va, Arthur G. 
L ockwood of the Al lston Coif  C l ub, us ing the 

recen tly developed H askell rubber bal l .  

Mean\Vhi le ,  si x clubs o f  Berksh i re County a, 

early as 1 900 had been sponsoring an annual cham

pionship for the Berksh ire Cold Medal \Vhich led 

to  t h e  forma t ion  of  the A l l i ed  C o i f  C l ubs of 

Berksh ire County.That group's fi rst championsh ip, 

in ' 904, was won by Walter R .Tuckerman . And, on 

a les,er competi t ive level , the Stockbridge Golf 

Club started i ts classic amateur invi tation tourna

ment i n  1 897, now claimed to be the oldest such 

event in the country; un til 1 94 1  i t  was a traditional , 

individual-match-play affa ir, s ince then it has been 

at  four-baU .  

[ t  was two years after i t<; fi rst Amateur tha t  the  

M C A  got around to  an Open Championship to 

include its professionals. When i t  did, in 1 905 , i t  con-
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ducted the event at the Vesper Country Club in June. 

Donald [<--oss, a Scot then professional at OakJey but 

l ater to become a legend among golf course archi

tect" was the winner \Vith 320 for 72 holes .  Hi,  

brother AJex, professional at Brae Burn, won the next 

five Opens, from 1 906 through 1 9 1 0 . Donald won 

a second time in 1 9 1 1 ,  then Alex \Von a sixth t ime 

in 1 9 1 2  so tha t  the fi rst eigh t Massachusetts Opens 

were the exclusive property of the R oss brothers .  

I t  was st iU ,  however, primari ly a competi t ive era 

for amateurs who were members of private clubs. 

Professionals were teachers and sold the tools of their 

trade. And the game was spreading in other, u nex

pected ways, even en croach i n g  on win ter. O n  

January r ,  1 907, 25  hardy Jmateur golfers pbyed a 

competit ion at the original  Wol laston Golf C lub, 

i n  North Quincy, foreshadowi ng that club's long 

popubr New Year's Day event  in the years to come.  



MOVERS AND SHAKERS Opposite paqe: Caricatures 

of G. Herbert Windeler and Herbert Jaques, influential 

members of The Country Club in its early years, appear 

in an artist's "recollections" of the 1910 U.S. Amateur 

hosted by that club and now hanging in the club's men's 

locker room. Windeler was a driving force in the forma

tion of the MGA and served as its first president. 

Clockwise from riqht: Clinton native John G. Anderson 

was a four-letter athlete at Amherst College, won the 

Massachusetts Amateur in 1907 at the age of 16 and 

again in 1911. An early dean of golf writers in the 

United States, he proselytized for the game on the 

pages of the Boston Transcript, New York Sun, Golf 

Illustrated and American Golfer. A founder of the New 

England Intercollegiate Golf Association in 1903, he 

also participated in the formation of the Professional 

Golfers Association in 1920. 

In the late 1920s and early 1930s, Herbert Jaques, Jr., 

a president of The Country Club like his father before 

him, spearheaded the USGA's efforts to standardize the 

size of the golf ball. 

Edward Stimpson, winner of the Massachusetts 

Amateur at his home club, Brae Burn, in 1935, invented 

a device for measuring the speed of putting greens in 

1936. He argued for its usefulness in preparing golf 

courses for championship play in Golfdom, but it took 

four decades for the USGA to finally give its blessings 

to his now famous and invaluable "Stimpmeter." 

Whil e WoUaston , with i ts hi l ly, wel l-drained course, 

pioneered winter golf in Greater Boston, this colder 

version of an otherwise warm-weather game also 

caugh t on in  the gen tler seaside cl imate and on the 

sandy soLI of Cape Cod, where Cummaquid, the first 

golf club on the Cape, and the Seapui t  Golf Club 

had been organized in 1 895 and 1 896, respectively, 

and i mmediately had in i tiated an inter-club r ivalry 

for the Cummaqu id-Seapuit  ChaUenge Cup. 

As the MGA grew, the success of its early Amateur 

and Open Championships led to an array of other 

state championships, which now total u (aU but the 

Open for amateurs) : a Jun ior, inaugurated in 1 9 ' +  

(and won by Francis  Ou imet's brother, Ray) ; a 

Caddie i n  1 9 1 9, later melded in to the J unior ;  a 

Senior in 1 96 1 ; a Father and Son in 1 977;  a Father 

and Daughter and a Four-Ball in 1 98 1 ; a  Public L inks 

in 1 982 , a  M id-Amateur in 1 98-1-, a Senior Four-Ball 
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i n  1 997 , and a NetTeam in  2000The Massach usetts 

AJ 1 lateur is a � tu n n i n g  example, by i tself, of the 

surging in terl" t i n  competi t ions .  Starting wi th 3 8  

entrant, in  1 903 , the entry peaked a t  I ,063 in  1 999,  

and a dozen ,ection,ll qualifYing sites around the state 

are now the norm for this  event  a lone.  Whi le  the 

M G A  ca n and has s ince used i ts M GA / U S G A  

G H  I N hand i ca p  in dex t o  h o l d  en tries to more 

manageable proportions- the maxi mum is now 

down to .f A- this aspect of the M G A 's basic suc

cess creates two problems. 

The I I  MGA champions h i ps and their qua l ify

ing sites requ i re SOJ1 le 75 golf courses . The USGA,  

which  started reg ional qua l ify ing  for i ts Open  

Championsh ip  back  i n  1 924 wi th  a s i t e  a t  the  

Worcester Cou n try C lub, n ow normal ly  n eeds 

another dozen qual ify ing si tes for i ts events here, 

placing heavy burdens on M G A  member c lubs to 
provide appropriate courses year after year and on 

the vol u nt eer members of the  MGA execut ive 

committee to manage responsibly so many sites al l  

over the state.  aught up i n  this  inc ip ien t  cr is is  in 

1 99 1 ,  Robert G.  Dowl i ng, as presiden t ,  and Dan ie l  

L .  H urley, JS chairman of the championship COJ 1 l

mj ttee, establ ished a body of volunteer tournament  

offic ials to work with members of the executive 

comJ1 l i ttee and with , fi rst, R. ichard A. rosby and 

later I{evin D.  Patterson of the MGA staff, in  man

aging this array of champions h i p  s i tes .  Fami l i arly 

STATE OPEN NOTABLES In its first half-century, the 

Massachusetts Open consistently attracted strong 

fields. Top: Byron Nelson, second from right, shown 

with Plymouth native Henry Picard and their caddies, 

won the 1939 Massachusetts Open at Worcester 

Country Club. Although Picard never won his own state 

open, he won the Masters in 1938 and the PGA 

Championship in 1939. Middle: Horton Smith won the 

1940 Massachusetts Open at Oyster Harbors Club. 

Bottom: Gene Sarazen, left, won the 1935 state open 

at Oak Hill Country Club in Fitchburg. He is seen here 

on the first tee at Oak Hill with Dave Hackney (center) 

of Vesper Country Club and amateur great .Jesse 

Guilford of Woodland Golf Club. Opposite: An early 

hand-lettered scroll of state open champions spelled all  

names correctly-except that of the Bay State. 



cal led "blue coats," those who Aeshed out the pro

gram by attending rules workshops and spending long 

days serving as starters, scorer and rules officials at 

qual ifYing and championsh ip  si tes have gone a long 

way towa rd sa lvag i n g  a program in  dJnger of 

Aound r ing in i ts own success. Unfortunately, the 

pressure for qual ifying sites rel l lJ ins.  dependent on 

the continuing goodwill orthe MGA member clubs. 

Although the focus back in the formative years 

of competi tions was primarily on amateur partici

pation,  the 20th century was in 

i ts second decade before the 

USGA got around to sending its 

Amateur Championship for men 

to Massachusetts . When it did, in 1 9 10 ,  

i t  selected The Country Club, the 

winner was Wi l l i am C. Fownes of 

Oakmont Country Club, in Pi tts

burgh , and the last M assachusetts 

survivor was Wal ter Tuckerman 

of tockbridge, beaten in the 

semi-final round.While seem

ingly delayed, the event start

ed a trend which has now 

seen five U.S. Amateurs played 

atThe Country Club, the most 

recent in 1982 .  Only the Merion 

Golf Club, near  Phi ladelphia, has en tertained the 

event as many times. 

The tinting of this amateur event atThe Country 

Club may a lso have been a factor in the coincident 

development of male anlateurs who attained national 

levels. First of these was John G. Anderson, who came 

out of Amherst to win the Massachusetts Amateur 

twice, i n  1 907 and 1 9 I I ,  and to reach the final  of 

the U .S. Amateur twice, i n  1 9 1 3  and 1 9 1 5 .  In the 

process, he also undertook to write about the game, 

and his  a rt icles for the old Bosloll EIJelli l lg Tral lscript 

stamped h im as perhaps our earliest golf  writer and 

a worthy predecessor of A .  L inde Fowler, a lso of the 

Tral lscript, H erbert Warren Wind of The Nei / iYorker, 

and others. I n  1 9 1 5  he moved to New York and there 

achieved wide recognit ion-in golf. in the Mi l lrose 

Games and beyond as a true renaissance man . H is 

golfrecord includes 53 champiomhips. including the 

French Amateur in 1 924 .  Winged Foot Golf Club, 

in Mamaroneck . New York , named i ts classic invi

tation four-bal l  in h is  memory two months after his 

death in 1 93 3 .  

This amateur wave crested i n  1 9 1 3  when Francis 

Ouimet,  once a caddie at  the club but now the 20-

year-old state amateur champion playing as a j unior 

member at Woodland. entered the 

U .S .  Open a t  The C o u n try 

Club, across the street from 

h i s  home, and defeated the 

two famous Ur i t i sh profes

sionals, Harry Vardon and Ted 

Ray, in an 1 8-hole playoff on 

September 20.  This  unexpected 

victory by the attractive young 

American, first amateur to win the 

Open , drew the rapt attention of 

pr int  media,  further heigh tened the 

p o p u l a r i ty of  t h e  ga m e  i n  

M assachusetts and through

out the country. and his vic

tory in the U.S .  Amateur at 

the Ekwanok Country Club in 

Vermont the fol lowing summer enhanced his fame 

and that  of the game he played so wel l .  When he 

d ied on September 2 ,  1 967, at the age of 7-1- .  after 

winning a U.S.  Open and two U.S. Amateurs ( 1 7  

years apart i n  1 9 1 - J. and 1 93 1 ) . a MassachusettS Open 

and six Massachusetts Amateurs. part icipating in  

eight Walker Cup  matches (twice a s  playing cap

tain and then fou r  more t imes as n on-playing 

capta in ) ,  and capta in ing also the Royal and Ancient 

Golf Club of St . Andrews (R&A) ,  Scotl and,  he left 

a l egacy of grace and good sportsmanship on two 

continents which matched the sk i l l  with which he  

had played the game. 

A basic requirement  tor successful  competit ive 

golf among amateurs below the ch,l l l 1piomhip level 
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1 \ ,  of COll r,e, a cel l tral ized handicap ,y,te l l l ,  and 

h. l l ldiclpping had long been . In MeA preoccup.l

t ion . By the t ime the as,\ociation re. lched it-, I ( ) th 

birthday in 1 9 1 3  it C.l l l l L' to rL'cognize a need f( )r suff 

J\\i<;tance and L'n 1 1' 1 ( );' L·d 1(\ t i r\t otlicial  h.l ndiclp

per i n  the pLT\on of Arthur C. Lockwood, who had 

\\'on i ts fir\t A l l l . l l eur .  I t , 1 1\0 tt ml l. l l ly .lboli,hed 

" bogey" for ,1 1 1  c 1ub\ I n  the a\\ociat ion and, i mtead, 

\ub\tituted . In ' 'a l lotted \core" .l,>,igned to each club 

by the MeA's h,mdiClp  CO l l l l l l i ttee " to be the only 

ba,is for a\cer u in ing  h .l I l d iop\." Shade, of the 

l l lodern ,lope Sy,tc l l l  . 1 l 1d the h,l I ld icap inclex l  

Cont inuing attention t o  handicapping brought 

re,u l ts ,  h o\Vever, none more pervJ,ive th .l l 1  the 

innovation of the h.lndiclp four-b.l l l tourn .lment ,  

ent irely .H nl. ltch pLly. E'lrly c lub inviution tour

n.lments h,ld usu.llly been pLlyed in one of t\\'o f()r

mats: a qual itYing round \Vhich divided the indi"idu.ll 

p Llyers i n to A igh t, .lCcording to their ,ki l l\  follo\Ved 

by match play, or progre\,iwly in the 1 920, .md 1 930\ 

an "open"  event  tor all Jn l .l teur comer'> at 1 � hole ... 

,troke play, grO'>\ .md net prize'>,  which permitted 

golfers to play .1 variety of cour,e,>. MeA toUrl l .l

l l l en t  olendars in the 1 920\ commonly l i , ted \ome 

60 of th ese "open" events i n  a se.l ,on .  Howe"er, 

I Z .  W. (Bunny) EstJbrook and Charle, W. Amory of 

E,sex County e.lrly on conceived \Vh .l t  bec.lme 

\Videly kno\Vn . 1 ,  the " E" ex sy,>tel l l "  of in"iution 

tour-ball match pLly. \Vith handiop,> to broaden 

the appeal and the congenia l i ty of the event ,  and 

put i t  into effect in their men's invit.Hion tourna

ment in 1 9 1 5 .  When 36 hole., a day over a three

day \Veekend \Va'> ,een to be cost ing J nu mber of 

senior en trants, a roun d-J-ciJy division \Vas ,1dded 

in I 926 . This creative form -level ing the compe

ti tion through handicappi ng. applyi ng handicap, 

NORTH SHORE GEM With its views of Gloucester 

Harbor, Bass Rocks Golf C lub in Gloucester is barely 

6,000 yards long but the ledge rock and scrubland 

which impinge on most fairways reinforce the axiom 

that "straight is better than long." The family-oriented 

club is  the home club of three-time Massachusetts 

Senior Amateur champion John Frithsen. 
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,ucce),>fu l ly  to four-bal l  play, br ing ing  together  

player, of d iffer ing ,1bi l i t ie\ and emphasiz ing the 

,ociable a'pects of the weekend-was quickly picked 

up by other club, and re,orts, s t imulat ing a spec

tru l l l  of \Veekend club tournaments and four-ball 

league,> for inter-club rival ry. 

World War I brought ,1 ,>u\pemion of the game, 

of cou r')e, but the l l lomentum of  the fi rst t \Vo 

dec.1des of the centu ry did regenerate in the  early  



1 920s .The  n umber of courses in the Un i ted States 

approached 2 ,000, and it became profi table for 

developers to build new courses as features of real 

estate developments, which they did in the boom

ing late 1 920S. Accompanying this growth of the 

game came, for the first but not the only time, a ques

tion ing of old rules laid down by golfing forefathers 

abroad and adopted by the rules-making authority 

here. M assachusetts had a role in the handling of this 

transit ion, and it was a responsible role. Early in 1 �20, 

the MGA ex cutive cOl l lmjttee, at a meeting chaired 

by President Barton K. Stephenson of theWinchester 

Coun try Cl ub, responded to the question ing  of 

several old rules by instructing delegates to a forth

coming national rules conference to vote for abo

l i tion of the stymie, to al low clean ing of the ball on 

the now-manicured putting greens, to aUow a lso the 

l i ft ing and clean ing of a ball embedded on a putt-



i ng  green , to apply the ,troke-play rule for :1 lost 

ball to l 1 l :1 tch play and to stan dardize the size :1nd 

\Veight of the bal l .  At the same time, unfortun:1 tely, 

the Western Golf Association :1nd  some others fel t  

so  strongly abollt the  need for rules ch:1 nges th3t 

there \V3S ulk of breAin�  with the USGA and 

deve lop ing J separJte code of rules .  The M G A  

executive comm ittee, comciow, o f  the chaotic pos

sibil ities in two codes of rules for the game, met later 

i n  1 920, " noted with regret the dissension" :1nd in  

a display of leadersh ip expressed i tsel f as "strongly 

opposed to any attempt to suppbnt the U n i ted 

States Golf Association ." The storm passed and rules 

changes did come-but s lowly. 

As competit ion resumed Jfter the war, also, a 

second Massach usetts 3 l l lJteur, Jesse P Gui lford, 

l ike Ouimet :1 member :1t Woodland,  won the U.S .  

Amateur in  1 92 1 \Vi th some of the longest h i tt ing 

seen to that  day ( including drives up to 280 yards 

long) .  H i s  victory at the St .  L ouis Country Club 

during a rai ny \Veek in September of 1 92 1 h igh

lighted another remarkable state and national career: 

From 1 9 1 6  through [ 929,  Gui lford aho \Von three 

M assach usetts Amateu rs ,  t\Vo Massachusetts Opens 

and represen ted the Un i ted States on three victo

rious Walker Cup teams. ReAect ing th.1 t  amateur 

era in  M assachusetts, the honor roll of the MGA 

handicap committee, published i n  the spr ing of  

J 923 , \Vas headed by  two native sons and a young 

student at H arvard: 

SC RATCH 
Fmncls D. Ollil l lef ,  r Voodlol ld 

jesse P Glli[ford, v Voodlol ld 

Roverf T jones,j,: , HOrl lord 

I t  was inevi table, of course, that the profession

als who sold the amateur players their clubs and balls 

and taught them to play would eventually \Vant to 

emerge from their shops and display their o\Vn tal

ents .  For this ,  however, they needed their o\Vn vehi

c1e, and in  1 92 1  a group of area professionals founded 

the Ne\V England Professional Golfers' Organization.  

3 2  A C O M M O N W E A L T I I 0 1'  G O L F E R S  

I ts first championship took place a t  Myopia over 

36 holes of stroke play in October of that  year. 

Gi l  Nicholls of Providence won with 78-78- 1 56,  

earn ing $ 1 00 and : 1  gold medal . The n ext year the  

championship was extended to  72  holes and another 

.l t t ra c t i o n  was a d d e d-a p ro- a m , p l ayed a t  

Winchester a n d  won by John Cowan a n d  h i s  ama

teur partner ii'om Oakley. I nevitably, the pros' group 

became the N e\V England section of Robert White's 

Professional Golfers Associat ion (PGA) .  

Emergi ng a long \Vi th professiona l  p lay came 

sen ior play. More rarely no\V \Vas gol f  referred to 

:1S "an old man 's game," and  older players, l ike pro

fessionals ,  i ncreas ingly sought refu ge i n  their  own 

k ind .  This  led on May 2, 1 922 ,  to the  organ izat ion 

of the New England Senior Golfers' Association for 

players 55 years and older by a group meet ing a t  

Woodland.The association they formed, second old

est i n  the nat ion for seniors, opened not  merely a 

ne\V page but a \Vhole book of opportun i ti es for 

amateur competi t ion with social amen i t ies .  Other 

senior groups sprang up, notably the  B ay State 

Senior Golfers Associat ion in the B erksh i res i n  

J 96 1 , and  sen ior  d iv i s ions  under  o n e  n a m e  or  

another became popular tournament adjuncts .The 

USGA en tered the field \Vi th  i ts Senior A mateur 

Championship in  1 955 , an event  \Von i n  i ts second 

play ing by Frederick J. W r ight ,Jr. , of Trapelo Golf 

Club. I n  1 962 the USGA added a Senior Wom e n 's 

Amateur C hampionship. 

I nevi tably, the search for a more pelfect handi

cap system in tensified .  [n the admin istrat ions of 

Preside n ts Wil l iam F. Garcelon and  R aynor  M .  

Gardiner i n  the m id- I 920S, the M G A  execu tive 

comITuttee approved a ne\V principle of course rat

ing, rather than par, as a basis for handicaps, ,1 I 1d  on 

February J 5 , 1 925 ,  adopted i ts fIrSt course  Dting 

system .This i nvolved the addit ion or subtraction of 

decimal poin ts fi'om the par of each hole, depend

ing on i ts difficul ty.Wil l iam 0. B la n ey of Brae B ur n ,  

:I leader i n  efforts to refine  the systel l l , jo ined the 

MGA course rating committee i n  this  per iod and 



SPOILS OF VICTORY The MGA's most cherished tro

phies are reserved for its most venerable championships 

(clockwise from bottom left): the Massachusetts 

Amateur, won in 1931 by Fred Wright, ..Jr. (right), at 

Winchester Country Club (one of his record seven state 

amateur titles), with Eddie Lowery the runner-up; the 

Massachusetts Senior Amateur, won in 1984 by ..John 

Frithsen at Eastward Ho! Country Club (one of his three 

state senior amateurs); the Massachusetts ..Junior 

Amateur, won in 1932 by Richard Ruggles at Wollaston 

Golf Club; the Massachusetts Open, won in 1968 by 

Paul Harney at The International Golf Club (one of his 

five state open titles). After compiling a 52-4 record in 

intercollegiate golf matches at Holy Cross, Harney, a 

native of Worcester, won seven times on the pro tour, 

including victories in the 1965 and 1966 Los Angeles 

Open. At 42, Harney overcame front-running Hale Irwin 

on the closing holes at Torrey Pines to win the 1972 

San Diego Open. (In photo, he holds the permanent 

Massachusetts Open trophy in his left hand.) 
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CAPE COD GEM The oldest organized golf club on the Cape, Cumma

quid Golf Club began as a 9-hole course in 1895 and was expanded to 

18 holes by golf course architect Henry Mitchell in the late 1960s. An 

early member was .John Reid, one of the founders of St. Andrew's Golf 

Club in Yonkers, New York. The inland layout is characterized by 

rolling fairways and stoutly defended greens. The club's 18th tee is 

pictured in the foreground. 

bter becJl l 1e prc,idcnt of the J')'ioci<1tion . A fter World 

War I I ,  the USGA , \c.1rching tor In improved h.l I ld

icap systel l l  of it'> own, <lppointcd Blancy to i t\ h<l I ld

icap committee and in 1 94-H adopted i t') fir,t \y\tcl l 1  

of course r<l t ing tor nationwide u')e, pattern cd on thc 

\ystem which had bcen dcveloped at the MeA.  

As the  aft�l ir., of thc  M e A  l l 1u l t ip l ied with I l lore 

3 .t A « ()  .\ 1 M ( )  N \\ L t\ 1 r 1 1  ( )  1 C ( )  L 1 L H .., 

than 1 00 l l 1e l l 1ber c lub., .  exp.l J ld ing tourn<l l l l e l l t  

play and 1 l 10re del l l <l J ld ing handicapping  proce

dure') i n  the I l l id- 1 ')20\, the a'>'>ociat ion Cli l le to 

rcqu i re a hOl l le  of i ts own and l e.1sed R ool l l  8 1 0 at 

00 State Street in do\\'nto\\'n Bo\ton . l n  Apri l .  1 ')27.  

Fred Corcoran ,  who had caddicd .1t Bell l lont Spring 

but I l lade no preten,e of being a 'ik i l led golfer h i l l l 

,>elf. \\'as appointed otlic i<ll h<l J ldiClpper. ,ucceeding  

Dan Hor<1n ,  .l J l d  bcg.1n oper.1t ion, ti'ol l l  the nc\\' 

he.1dquarter, .  The appoint l l 1 en t .  , ign i fi c.l J l t  i n  the 

progress ofthc MCA, \\'.1' nude by H arold W. Pierce 

of The Country Club. then M C A  secretary. P ierce 

went on to beco l l l c  pre'iident of the M e A  the tol-



lowing year and served a� president of the USGA 

in 1 940 and 1 94 1 .  Fred was the first of three Corcoran 

brothers who served the M G A  successively for 42 

years, originally under the title of official handicapper 

and later as executive secretary. Fred left in 1 936 to 

exercise his notable promotional skil ls on a national 

scale as tournament m:l I l ager for the emerging tours 

of  the  P G A  a n d  the  L a d ies Pro fess iona l  Go lf  

Association (L PGA). He was succeeded a t  the MGA 

by brother john,  who  in  t urn was succeeded by 

brother  B i l l  i n  1 94 ) .  Bi l l ,  th i rd and  last of the 

Corcorans, was taken by de,l th i n  1 969. 

One of Fred Corcoran 's contributions was to ele-

VJte the �tatu, of the M,mach u,em Open by bring

ing in professional player� of lutional 'itJture, and 

the evcnts of h is  er,l began to draw 

ga l ler ies attracted by the ,tar 

power of visiting celebritie� .  

johnny Farrel l ,  L eo Diege l ,  

j o e  Tu r n es a ,  Wi tfy C ox ,  

Gene Sarazen , Byron elson 

,l n d  H o rton S m i th CJ l 1 1 e ,  

were seen ,  and conquered in 

the late 1 920S and 1 9 3 0S ,  a long 

wi th  Fran cis  Ou imet  and  H arol d Q ug) 

McSpaden , represent ing the home forces. Walter 

Hagen .  Henri Ciuc i ,  Wi l l ie  Macfarlane, H erman 

BJrron,  L loyd Mangrum,j immy Thom�on and Paul  

Runyan ,  a l 1 10ng others, came. were ,een but did not 

conquer here. 

The:: 1 92os. sign i ficant in so mJny ways, were 31,0 

the heyday of Bobby jones. I n  ptember o f  1 92 8 ,  

jones came to  Brae Burn,  survived the  tightest of  

matches i n  the  early rounds and then overwhelmed 

T. Phil ip Perkin"  the British Amateur champion,  in 

the tina l  to win h i�  fou rt h  victory in  the U.S .  

Amateur.jones completed his Grand Slam by win

ning the U.S.  and Bri tish Amateur and Open cham

pioJl<;hip� and then ret i red i n  1 9 3 0 ,  le ,lVing the 

world of golf to tind a new focU). 

It  soon found one in  the ball i t,elf. U nt i l  1 92 1 ,  

no stJndards had governed th size. weight or char

acterist ics of the ball through i t� tramformation 

tj"om feathery to gutta-percha to rubber: but by 1 9 1 ) ,  

when patents o n  the H askell rubber ball expired and 

cOl 1 1petit ion among manufacturer, to deve lop a 

longer ball increased, popular del1 1and had tended 

to stabi l ize the bal l 's size at  1 . 63  inches i n  diameter 

and i ts weight at 1 . 62 ounce\ .A\ of H)2 1 ,  the U SGA 

Jnd  th  I�&A,  feJr ing the  effect of J longer bal l  on 

current golf courses. tir,t ,ought to control di.,

rance by establishing that the ball henceforth "hould 

me,l,ure no I e» dun 1 . 62 inche� Jnd weigh no 

more than 1 .62 ounce,>-but the matter did not end 

,0 simply. Contro\,er,y de\'elopecl .Within J decade. 
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WORLD WAR II TRUMPS GOLF Clockwise from above: 

William Blaney, seen here competing at Kernwood 

Country Club in Salem, was an accomplished golfer and 

the 1934 winner of the Massachusetts Amateur. 

Wearing a different hat, as MGA president, Blaney pub

lished an article in the April, 1943, issue of Golfdom 

which addressed the problem of keeping golf clubs afloat 

during the war in spite of drastic shortages in fuel and 

other supplies and materials. 

In 1942, Margaret Curtis, the legendary golfer from 

Essex County Club who won three U.S. Women's 

Amateurs and four women's state amateur titles, 

teamed up with Hazel Wightman, 32 times a national 

champion in tennis, "to lead Bay State women in saving 

kitchen fats for explosives and in tin can salvage." 

the contl'over�y came before a Massachusetts man 

servi ng the USGA for a solu tion . 

H erbert jaques , j r. ,  of The Country Club was a 

J 1 1 ember ofa veri table First Family of Massachusetts 

Golf. H is father, H erbert jaques, had been the eighth 

president of the USCA, i ll 1 909 Jnd 1 9 1 0 .  Herbert 

3 0 A ( 0 l\1 'V1 0  W E A L T I I o r  C O L [ E H \  

With gas rationing limiting the use of automobiles, 

Longmeadow Country Club began the use of a 

horse-drawn "taxi" to take members from a downtown 

location to the club. The photograph is inscribed, "First 

trip from Mil l  Rd. & Longmeadow St., May 22, 1943." 

Inset: After winning the Massachusetts Amateur at 

Longmeadow in 1941 , Watertown's Leo ..I. Martin en

listed in the Navy. He died in 1943 when his convoy 

ship struck an unidentified object in the North Atlantic. 

Riverside Golf Club in Weston was re-named in his 

honor in 1945. In 1948, Leo's twin brother, Eddie, beat 

Clarence Early at Worcester Country Club to win the 

Massachusetts Amateur. Years later he told Boston 

Globe reporter ..lim McCabe he had a spot already lined 

up for the trophy: "On the piano next to Leo's picture." 

jaques,jr. , at the t ime of this controversy \\'JS ch.l i r

m3n of the USGA i mplements .1 I 1d b .l l 1  commit

tee, en route to serving as president of the USGA 

in  1 9 3 3  and 1 93 4 ·  (The th ird H erbert jaques ,  son of 

H erbert jaques,j r. , wou ld later serve as pr s ident of 

the Francis  Ouimet Caddie Scholarship Fund from 



1 96 3  through 1 965 . )  The controversy over the ball 

feU squarely in  the lap of H erbert Jaques, J r. In his 

role with the USGA implements and bal l  commit

tee in the late 1 92os, he had guided experiments with 

various sizes and weights of the ball on 

both sides of the At lanti c .  A t  one 

point ,  the R&::A and the USGA 

agreed that the ba l l  bes t  sui ted 

for al l-around conditions on both 

continents should be not less than 

1 . 6 8  inches and not more than 1 · 5 5  

ounces-both larger and l ighter than 

the cur rent  standard. The R&:: A later backed 

off, but the 1 . 6 8 - 1 . 5 5  ball became standard in  the 

U n i ted States i n  1 93 1 .  

Unhappily, i t  was denigrated as a "balloon bal l "  

a n d  evoked a firestorm of protest . Jaques went  right 

back to the dra\Ving bo,nd. Effective i n  1 93 2 ,  the 

USGA left the min i l l lum diam eter the ',l I l lC  but 

increased the I l l axjmum weight back to ] . 62 ounce,. 

The con troversy subsided, the  new weight was 

accepted in the Un i ted States, and the 

1 . 68- 1 . 62 bal l  remJins  not only the 

s t anda rd b u t  a te s t i m o n i a l  to 

H erbert Jaques ,J  r. Agreement in 

G rea t Bri  ta  i n did not come  

qu ick ly, bu t  i n  1 990 the  I�&:: A 

adopted the sa l l le  st,1 ndard . 

L ike the questioning of the s ize 

and weight of the bal l ,  the chal lenging of 

other old ru le,  \\'a, not quickly re�ol\'ed either.Th i, 

was especially true of thc ,t)l l l l ic , ,1 1 1  .lrchaic \'c<;tige 

of codes based on th Jnciem principle that ,1 gol fer 

idea l ly  put hi, ball in  play on the tee ,1I1d (l Id not 
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touch it again until he l ifted it out 

of the hole. H ere again the MGA 

played a leadership role in  a rules 

matter \Vith national implic3tiofl) as 

another on the putt ing green in 

match playThe in terven ing ball had 

to be lofted over \Vi th a nibl ick or 

putted around.  Responsive to this 

reb l I ious sent iment  but sti l l  loyal to 

the nat ional ru les-making au thority, the 

MGA set up a stymie  study com

m i t tee  \Vh i ch  prese n ted to  t h e  

MGA's annual meeting in 1 935  a rec

ommendation that the stymie ru le be e l iminated in  

its o\Vn championships but tha t  the USGA st i l l  

sanction the rule for states "so minded." I n  the fol-

10\Ving season, 1 936, the Massachusetts Amateur at 

Charles River \Vas conducted under a " \Vaiver" of 

the stymie rule .T\Vo years later, the USGA took the 

A YEAR TO REMEM BER In 1946, fresh from service in 

World War I I ,  Ted Bishop, 1941 New England Amateur 

champion, picked up where he had left off. He beat 

Eddie Martin, 7 and 6, for the Massachusetts Amateur 

with a 3-under-par effort at Charles River Country 

Club in Newton, then successfully defended his New 

England title at Brae Burn. He journeyed to Baltusrol 

Golf Club in New .Jersey for the U.S. Amateur and won 

a series of tough matches to reach the title round with 

Smiley Quick, the National Public Links champion from 

California, whom Bishop dispatched on the 37th hole. 

FI ELDS OF GLORY: CHARLES RIVER With a member

ship boasting nearly 100 single-figure handicap golfers, 

it is no surprise that Charles River has a long and 

distinguished history as a championship site, beginning 

with the Massachusetts Open in 1925, won by Tom 

Lally with an aggregate score of 306. The course is 

unusual in that it has five par-5 holes and five par-3s. 

Hole pictured: the narrow par-4 13th, 351 yards, with 

a green sharply sloping from back to front. 
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Gone But Not Forgotten 
The ghost clubs and bygone courses of Massachusetts 

It  was a century of growth - yet Massachusetts lost 

golf clubs at the rate of almost one a year. More were 

built than lost, of course, and the number now has 
, 

risen to 380- yet clubs were lost at a remarkable 

pace to the economics of competition, consolidation, 

war and depression. 

I n  an unfortunate number of cases, clubs which 

contributed to the strength, color and flavor of the 

game in its early years have simply disappeared. 

We are, for example, the poorer for having 

lost clubs with names like M isery Island 

Golf and Country Club, on an island off 

Manchester, and Labor-in-Vain Country 

Club, in I pswich. M isery Island, reached 

by launch over rough water, opened for 

play in 1900 and was one of the clubs 

which founded the MGA in 1903, but by the 

time World War I broke out, it was no more. 

Labor-in-Vain came along in 1925, developed 

by Richard Crane, .J r. ,  who had come from Chicago to 

create the Castle Hi l l  estate on Ipswich Bay, but it, in 

turn, failed to survive World War I I .  

M isery I sland, b y  t h e  way, was not t h e  only golf 

course situated on an island. There were two in the 

Merrimack River, both founding clubs of the MGA. 

Vesper Golf Club, off Lowell,  has survived and flour

ished, but the Island Golf Club, off Haverhill,  followed 

the M isery I sland pattern and closed in 1925 with the 

opening of the Haverhill  Country Club. 

Then there was the old nine-hole Dugmar Golf 

Course, built in the town of Greenwich in the late 

1920s and reachable by train from Springfield. Neither 

the course nor the town exist anymore. Both were 

flooded, along with much of the Swift River valley, in 

the early 1940s to create the Quabbin Reservoir and 

provide the water which Bostonians now drink. Stil l  

standing in heavy overgrowth, however, is the roof

less but beautiful stone clubhouse, spared 

because it stood above the projected water

line on what has become Curtis Hi l l  I sland, 

now uninhabited and off limits. 

It was a significant loss, too, when the 

Cedar Bank Links in Eastham on Cape Cod 

surrendered after World War I I . The Cedar 

Bank course was the plaything of Quincy A. 

Shaw, a private 18 holes built in the late 1920s 

around his vacation home on the Salt Pond off 

Nauset Marsh on land which also offered duck hunting 

in season, glorious ocean views al l  year and l imitless 

entertainment possibilities. These he exploited to the 

full,  especially with an autumn "clambake" which 

included in its day both Bobby .Jones and Francis 

Ouimet. The links was reduced to nine holes in the late 

1 930s, Shaw's interest declined after World War I I ,  

a n d  it is now part o f  t h e  Cape Cod National Seashore. 

Then there was that breeder of champions in that 
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hotbed of golf: the City of Newton, which 

has been home to nine golf clubs. Eight were 

listed in 1903 as founders of the the MGA: 

Albemarle Golf Club, Brae Burn Country 

C lub, Chestnut Hill Golf Club, Common

wealth Country Club, Newton Centre Golf 

Club, Newton Golf Club {postcard}, Newton 

Highlands Golf Club and Woodland Golf Club. 

(Charles River Country Club came later.) 

Richard D. Haskell, long-time executive 

director of the MGA, has uncovered the 

startling statistic that, of the first 36 

Massachusetts Amateur championships 

before World War II, 25, or two-thirds, were 

won by players representing Newton clubs. 

Albemarle Golf Club in West Newton, 

one of those founders which did not survive, 

is a special case because in its lively life

time it maintained a leading professional,  

George Aulbach, and attracted strong 

amateur players, none stronger than Fred 

Wright, who won the Massachusetts Junior 

at Albemarle in 1915 and then represented 

the club while winning six of his seven 

Massachusetts Amateurs and in United 

States Walker Cup play abroad. In his first 

state amateur victory, in 1920 at The 

Country Club, Wright's opponent in the final 

was his Albemarle clubmate, P. J. Schofield. 

According to MGA yearbooks of the era, 

Albemarle was reached by: "B. & A. R. R. to 

Newtonville, and by electric car l ine which 

passes c lubhouse. Visitors must be intro

duced. 50 cents half day." Albemarle closed 

in 1977 and became part of the extended 

campus of the Fessenden School. 

The Allston Golf Club, another of the 

founding c lubs no longer with us, attained 

stature in golf history, too, as the home club 

of the winner of the first Massachusetts 

Amateur in 1903, two more in 1905 and 

1906, and runner-up in the 1905 

Massachusetts Open - Arthur G. Lockwood. 

Allston Golf Club closed in 1914 to become 

Braves Field, home of the old National 

League Boston Braves, and eventually the 

Boston University stadium. 

- John P. Enqlish 

first step toward el imination of the stymie with a 

new "experimental" rule under which the ball ne.lrer 

the hole in match play could be l ifted when the ball<, 

were within six inches of each other.The stymie was 

on i ts way out .  

In almost parallel c i rcum�tances two decades 

later, the MGA became prominent among those 

pressing for change in another of the old rules, that 

which provided a ball could not under normal c ir

cumstances be cleaned on ,1 putt ing green even 

though it may have acqu ired a lump of mud en 

route. With the advent of watering systems :l I 1d vastly 

improved putting-green turf, the USGA fi nally 

agreed in 1 960 and adopted a revision which per

mitted cleaning the ball on the putting green under 

any and all conditions. 

I n Massachusetts as elsewhere, amateur play con

tinued to overshadow the professional side in media 

attention through the Bob Jones era and into the 

early 1 930S .  Joe Lloyd, Wil l ie  Anderson and Alex 

Ross all had won early U.S. Opens representing Bay 

State clubs,  but they had been import ed ti'om 

Scotiand.There had been relatively few important 

professional and open events beyond the national 

and state opel1) and the local Monday pro-amateurs 

to develop ski l l s  of homebred professionals. 

The first homebred Massachusetts professional 

to succeed on the national level was M ike Br,ldy, 

born in Brighton . As a plJyer, he thrice won the 

Massachusetts Open , in 1 9 J.t, 1 9 1 6  and 1 92 3 , and 

rose to challenge the greats of h i s  era .  A lthough 

m,�or titles slipped out of his grasp, notably i n  the 

1 9 1 1 and 1 9 1 9  U.S. Opens, he enjoyed a full share 

of successes, too. I n  J 92-1-_  Brady moved to Winged 

Foot in ew York , and served as the revered pro

fessional there for I )  years. In the 1 930S, as oppor

tun ities for professional play progressed,  H enry 

Picard came to the fore as another homebred pro

fessional \\' i th real playing tJlen t .  

Picard Cdm into the g.lme through the caddie 

ranks and gol f  \hop at the I J lymouth Cou nt ry 

l ub, a l though h i s  gol fing  career took h i m  to 
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AT THE MGA HELM Clockwise from above: Cambridge

born Fred Corcoran was one of three Corcoran brothers 

to serve the MGA, originally under the title of official 

handicapper and later as executive secretary. A tireless 

promoter of the game, he was responsible for bringing 

many of the top names in golf into Massachusetts to 

compete. Departing in 1936 to work as PGA tournament 

director, Corcoran helped to make the fledgling pro tour 

a viable entity by raising annual prize money to 

$750,000. He organized the LPGA in 1948, helped 

formulate the World Cup competition, managed two 

Ryder Cup teams (and the careers of two early super

stars, Ted Williams and Sam Snead) and founded the 

Golf Writers Association of America. 

In his 29 years as executive director, Richard D. Haskell 

"grew" the MGA from 172 to 318 member clubs and 

C h a rl es to n ,  S o u t h  C J rol i n J ,  a n d  l a t e r  H c r�h cy, 

Pcn nsylva n i a .  H i� comi<,te l l t  p lay on t h e  eJrl ie�t pro

re'i� ional  tour� carned h i l l l  p lace� 01 1  t h e  U.S. l z. yder 

u p  teal l l �  or 1 93 5  and 1 937 ·  H c  won the M a,ter, 

Tournal l lcnt i l l  1 93H ,  the peA Chai l lpiomhip i l l  1 9N 

a n d  was leadi n g  I l l o n ey w i l l n e r  0 1 1  thc 1 939 tour 

(with $ 1 O, 303 ) . World War I I  i n tcrvcned beforc Bob 
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from 19,215 to 88,251 member golfers, introduced six 

new MGA championships, created the MGA Player of the 

Year point ranking system and introduced the 

MGA/GHIN handicap and USGA slope system to the 

state. In addition, he ushered in The Massachusetts 

Golfer, the official magazine of the MGA, and helped 

lead the fight for tax relief for golf facilities. 

Succeeding Dick Haskell in 1998, Tom Landry has over

seen perhaps the most momentous development in the 

100-year history of the MGA: the funding and building 

of a new headquarters for the organization, to include 

the new Massachusetts Museum and Hall of Fame, at 

the Tournament Players Club of Boston in Norton. In 

addition, he has planned new programs and additional 

staffing to serve, as of 2002, 380 member clubs and 

101,500 member golfers. 

Tmki appearcd to cl a i l l 1  <, i l l 1 i Lu di�t i l l c ti o l l  a l l 1 0 l l g  

h O l l 1 cb red prorc,\ i o l l a l  p Llyer\.  Tmk i  o i l l e  ti'o 1 1 1  

H aydc l lv i l le ,  o U hidc N orth ,l l l 1 ptOI l  i l l  H ,l l l 1 p, h i re 

COU l l ty, a l l d  \\',1' one of ,1 fl l l 1 i l y  o f  profc" iol l , l l  

gol fcr, .  H c  j o i l l ed t h e  pro tour i l l  t h e  e<lrly 1 950<;, 

\v0 1l hi, tir,t tourn,l l l l C l l t  1 1 1  1 953  ,md bco i l l e  dOI l 1 -

i n ,l l l t  i n  1 9 .5 4 w i t h  tivc v i c t o r i es i l l c l u d i n g  t h c  



$ 1 50 ,000 World Championsh ip at Tam O'Shanter 

in Ch icago in 1 954  (h i s  first prize a lone was an 

u nprecedented $50,000) . Lean years fol lowed, due 

to the h eavy exh ibition series he  played ,  but he 

returned home to win the Massach usetts Open at 

the Hyannisport C lub in 1 95 8 .  " I  a lways wan ted 

to win the state open," he said .  " I  l earned to play 

golf here and I wanted my name on the cup." Toski 

thereafter turned his attention to instruction in 

several medi ums and became one of the foremost 

teachers of his day. 

I n  the 1 930s, Brae Burn employed Denny Shute, 

Winchester installed Harold ( Jug )  M cSpaden , and  

Salem brought in  Tony Manero, after h i s  victory 

in the U .S. Open at Baltusrol in  1 936 ,  as their pro

fess ionals .The first two con tinued to compete with 

n otable su ccess on the national level . Shute won 

the PGA Championsh ip  in 1 936 and defended h i s  

t i t l e  in 1 937 ,  beat ing McSpaden a t  the 37th hole 

in a tight ly con tested a l l -Massachusetts final at the 

P i ttsbu rgh Fie ld Club. 

As the game developed, so did the art, or science, 

of green keeping .  Competit ions ,  especially those 

with s ign i ficant money prizes, created a need for 

standards in day-to-day course maintenance and 

most especially in preparing courses for champion

sh ip play.These standards were slow in coming, but 

one aspect of the problem came to a head at the 

U.S.  Open at the Oakmont Country Club, near 

Pi ttsburgh , in 1 9 3 5 . Wil l ia l 1 l  C. Fownes, the same 

who had won the 1 9 1 0  U.S. Amateur at The Country 

C l ub, loved Oakmont as h i s  own ch i ld  and i n  

preparing t h e  course for t h e  Open h a d  the putting 

greens rolled and shaved and the bunkers furrowed 

with the apparent goal of insur ing that no one 

would  break 300 on "h is"  course. Only one did :  the 

eventual champion Sam Parks,J r. , with a total score 

of 299. The greens in tolerably "fast," the tournament 

became the L i ttle Bighorn of putting. In the final  

round,  none of the 20 leaders was able to break 75 1 

Edward S. Stimpson , a ranking amateur at Brae 

Burn,  had won the M assach usetts Amateur on h is 

home course that same summer. Echoes fi·om the 

infamous Oakmont greens triggered his  analytical 

n 1. ind; the problem of establish ing quantitative meas

ures for putt ing-green condit ions i n tr igued h im .  

Before putt ing-green condi tions could be con

trolled, of course, they had to be measu red.  To this 

end he produced in 1 936 the first e lementary form 

of what became known throughout the coun try as 

the "Stimpmeter," a device for measuring the speed 

of putting greens.The first wa, a stick 30 inches long, 

painted si lver, with a channel on one side and a notch 

for a gol f  baLi 1 2  inches fi·om the base. A ball was 

placed in the notch ,  the end was raised to the angle 

of release, and the ball ran down the channel and 

Frank H .  Selhnan 
Distinguished Service Award 

This award is pre

sented by the MGA to 

the individual whose 

efforts have contrib

uted to the general 

betterment of golf in 

Massachusetts. It is 

named in honor of 

Frank H. Sellman, 

secretary-treasurer 

of the MGA from 1961 

to 1969 and a mem-
Frank H. Sellman 

ber of the MGA executive committee from 

1959 to 1960. He was an active member of 

Brae Burn Country Club, the Bay State 

Seniors and the New England Seniors. 

1988 Leon S. Bishop 

1989 Andrew C. Bailey 

1990 Charles M. Pyle, .Jr. 

1991 Roger Barry 

1992 .John Arnold 

1994 Harry B. McCracken 

1995 .John P. English 

1996 William Flynn 

1998 George M. Cohen 

1999 Richard A. Crosby 
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FIELDS OF GLORY: TEDESCO Another centennial club of the 

MGA, Tedesco Country Club in Marblehead has hosted 10 state 

championships over the years. In addition it has furnished three 

MGA presidents, Melville Merritt, Osmund Keiver, and Ferdinand 

Carangelo, and nine members 01 the MGA executive committee. 

Opposite: The yardage markers on Tedesco's practice range. 

rolled a distance which could be measured. Stimpson 

argued h is case for four decades, and it was not unti l  

1 976 that agronomists of the USGA green section 

formalJy requested their parent body to develop an 

instrument  to measure the speed of putt ing greens .  

Four relatively complex designs were developed, all 

with bui l t- in  potential for operator error. F ina l ly, 

the USGA looked again at the Stimpmeter and, "vith 

some eng ineer ing  mod i fica t ions ,  i n c l ud ing  an 

increase in length and a formula for i t s  use ,  adopted 

it, with Stimpson's blessing. At first the USGA caUed 

it the "Speedstick," but the name was shortly changed 

to "St impl l 1eter" in appropriate recogn it ion of i ts 

origin at Brae Burn and the persistence of i ts inven

tor i n  gett ing h is i dea finally accepted. 

4 4  A C O M M O N W E A L T l l o r- C O l  F E R S  

War cloud� were gathering again i n  Europe in the 

late 1 930S as st i l l  another amateur moved up to jo in  

the  legends of earl ier  years. Frederick J . Wright . J r. ,  

represen t ing  Trapelo,  won h i s seven th  a n d  l ast  

Massachusetts Amateur at the Essex County course 

in Ju ly of 1 9 3 8 .  Wright, who played original ly at 

A Jbemarle, had won h is first Amateur in  1 920 and 

four i n  succession fro I l l  1 928  through T 93 1 .  H e  won 

the second N ew England Amateur in 1 927 .  I n  per

haps h is finest hour, he went  abroad in 1 92 3  with 

the second U.s. Wal ker Cup team to play the British 

at St .  Andrews; two down with three to p lay, h e  

birdied the last three holes t o  defeat Ernest E .  W. 

Holderness, I up, as the Un i ted States \\'on ,  6 to ) .  
Wright  had a l so pl3yed i n  t h e  i n for l l 1a l  match 

between Uni ted States 3nd British a l l lJteur teams 

at Hoylake, England, in  192 1 which led to the ofliciaJ 

Walker Cup series. In the years to fol low, the Wal ker 

Cup match was played more often in  M assachusetts 



than i n  any other state- twice at The  Country 

C lub, i n  1 93 2  and 1 973 ,  and once at The K ittansett 

C lub, i n  1 953-and in addition to Guilford, Ouimet 

and Wright, the state has been represented on United 

States teams by Bobby K n owles in 1 95 1 , Kevin 

Johnson i n  1 989, A l len Doyle in 1 99 1  and 1 993 and 

James Driscoll in 200 1 .  

Also, one of the n1.ost memorable holes-in-one 

in the annals  of golf- M assachusetts or beyond

occurred as the pre-war decade was endingThe lead

ing  role was played by Wil l iam 0. Blaney at Brae 

Burn,  h i s  home course. Blaney a lready had carved 

a prominent  place for h imself as an amateur player 

and by h i s  contributions to the formulat ion of the 

game's handicap system. In the summer of 1 940, 

Blaney was playing again the kind of golf which had 

won him the N ew England Amateur in  1 92 8 ,  taken 

h im to the quarter-finals  of the U.S. 

A mateur in 1 93 2  and earned him the 

M assachusetts Amateur i n  1 934 .As he, 

John Cole, M erri l l  Delano and Bob 

M eier  came out for what became an 

epic, i f informal, weekend round, they 

were assigned to start at the seventh 

hole. The round began i nauspiciously 

for Blaney with a I - over-par 5; the 

next three or four holes were unevent

ful .  Then, as golfers mysteriously do, 

Blaney caught fire .When they came to 

the I 60-yard sixth -the l ast of their round-he 

needed a par 3 for a 69. Even better, a birdie 2 would 

tie the amateur course record of 68 .The blue mark

ers were set on the upper, back teeThe flagstick stood 

in the right £i'on t  quarter of the green, j ust beyond 

the brook which guards the front. Blaney pulled out 

h i s  six-iron. The shot was on line al l the way. The 

bal l  took two bounces on the green and dropped 

solidly i nto the final cup for a I and a new amateur 

course record of 67· 

World War I I  was now j ust over the horizon for 

the Un i ted States, and the amateur who won the 

state's crown jewel in the summer of 1 9 4 1  l ost his  

l ife i n  the combat soon to come.The Massachusetts 

Amateur was moved westward for the first time, to 

the L ongmeadow Country Club, and there in July 

Leo J .  Martin ,  represent ingTrapelo, started to fu lfi l l  

his  early prornise by defeating in  the final the you ng 

home-cl u b  player, M i l ton B. Reach ,  J r. ,  whose 

father had pioneered the development of implements 

of the game wi th the Spalding company. During the 

following winter, Martin joined the Navy and, serv

ing in a gun crew on a merchant ship in the Atlantic, 

was k i l led at sea in 1 943 .The M etropol i tan District 

Commission publ ic course at R iverside was re

named as a memorial to h im after the war. I n  the 

first summer of war, 1 942 , only the M assachusetts 

Open was staged, and Ben L oving, the promising 

young professional at Longmeadow, won i t  after a 

playoff with L es Kennedy. H ere, too, there was a 

tragic sequel . L oving also gave up h i s  

l ife i n  the  war. 

Championsh ip  p l ay was no t  to 

resume under M G A  auspices u ntil a 

year after the ending of hosti l i t ies .  

When M assachusetts gol fers fina l ly  

came together, i t  was aga in a new 

golfing generation with many new 

faces, new styles and new standards i n  

their approach to  the  game.The first 

of these to emerge to the national 

level after the war was Stanley E .  (Ted) 

B ishop, who had worked briefly as a professional 

before the war but had regained h i s  amateur status . 

L ike Ouimet and Gui lford before h im ,  he joined 

Woodland  and won the fi rst of h i s  three M assa

chusetts Amateurs j ust before the Un i ted States 

entered the war. After host i l i t ies ceased, B i shop 

brought to M assachusetts h i s  own version of a Slam 

by w i n n i ng t h e  U . S .  A ma teur a t  Ba l t us ro l  i n  

September o f  1 946, after earl ier victories  the same 

season i n  the M assachusetts and N ew England 

A mateurs. I n  the nat iona l  [l l 1a l ,  B i shop defeated 

Smi ley Quick at the 37th hole .  Over his  career, 

B ishop won one U.S.  A mateur, two N ew England 
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LADIES FI RST A tribute to Margaret and Harriot Curtis 

at Essex County Club includes a poster for the inaugural 

Curtis Cup in 1932. Lifelong supporters of the WGAM, 

the Curtis sisters donated the cup for the biennial con

test between U.S. and British women golfers conducted 

by the USGA and the Ladies Golf Union. 

Ai l lateurs, three Ma��ach u,ett� Anuteur) and played 

on the U.S .  Walker Cup te.l l l l �  of 1 �J-1.7 and J () -I-V ·  

He la ter won the Ma,>,>ach ll,>ett� Senior A i l lateur .H  
Tedesco Coun try Club i n  I VOV · 

I n  th is  period, too, another legend pa,>sed. l Job 

Jones ,  who had won the i ncredible Crand SL1 I 1 1  in 

-1- 0 A ( O M M O N W I A L T I I  0 1  C O l l l  H \  

I V 30  and then ret ired fi'o l 1 1  compet

itive play, I l lade one of his periodic 

trek-, to we�tcrn Massachusetts to vi�it 

h i �  s o n  ,l n c.l p l ayed t h er e ,  at t h e  

Wahconah Coun try C l ub o n  August 

15 ,  I V4X ,  wh.H proved to be the  last 

g.l l l l e  of h i , l i fe ,  n i n e  h o les  o n l y  

becl l I,>e o f  h i ,  fa i l ing heal th .  H e  died 

on J )ecei l lber I V , I V7 1 . 

A\ \enior g I f  grew i n  popular i ty 

in the post-World War " period, the 

go l fer left out  i n creas ingly beca i l l e  

the fe l low who had yet to  cross the 

,lge threshold for �enior play but could 

no  longer cOl l lpete succes�ful ly with 

the young l io ll '> . The I l lovei l lent  to 

\olve this proble l l l  started dur ing ,1 

l unch  at the COl l l l l lonwealth Coun

try C l u b  be tween  ro u n ds  o f  t h e  

M.w,achusett, All lateur in  July o f  l V-\.7. 

Three fine but no-longer-young all la

teur gol tcr\ -Joe Batche lder, B i l l  

l J lJney and John  Chew - Iai l lented 

their di lel l l l l l.l .lnd  conceived a new 

cOl l lpeti tive level for player,> i n  the 

in-between year� of -I-( ) through 5 -1- .  
(Chew's self-evaluation proved Aawed; 

at the end of the week he found  h i l l l 

\elf the state .1 1 l l ,Heur cha i l lp ion . But  

the ir  concept \ur\'ived. )  An  inforIlul 

gather ing took pL1Ce ,It ChJrle, R i\'er th, lt au tu l l ln  

which  led  to  a I l le l l lber\hip organ ization origin.l l ly 

c,l l led the Pre-Seniors Coif Association ,  for l l l .l i

ized on March 3 1 ,  I V-I-H .The first president \\'as Joe 

B.ltchelder, and their first "ch .l l l lpionship" followed 

.I t Ch arles R iver i n  September, \\'on  by Fr.l ! l k  

Pt:lcizer. Wh i l e  t he  origi n.ll meil lbers were dist in

gui,hed by their  \trong cOll lpetiti\'e records in  .1n 1 .1-

teur pLly, they \oon brought in other� \\'ho had 

fi. lrthered the i nt ere\t'> of the g.lme through org.l

n iz.Hion.l l  contributions. In I V)-I- the maximul l l  age 

l imi t  was e l imin .lted and the organization .ldoptcd 



a more appropriate n.1me :The Hickory Shafts (the 

president called meeting� to order \Vith a gavel made 

£i-om a club of the hickory-shaft era) . 

The idea of providing a veh icle for the fello\V

i n-the-middle \Vas sound. The USGA eventually 

came to the �<1me conclusion and generated its 

M id-Amateur hampionship in 1 98 1 ,  

designed to meet the needs of ama

teurs \Vho had reJched the age of 25 

and played the game as In avocation .  

The  M G A  o t1ered i ts o\Vn M i d

A mateur Championship for players 

at l east 35 years of age in 1 98+, lo\Ver

ing  the threshold to 30 in 1 999· 

I t \Vas ,1lso time to recognize another fact of mod

ern l i fe-the status of \Vomen . Whi le  the MGA 

execu tive committee had  gro\Vn by  1 983 to  2+ 

members, i t  remJ ined a bastion of males- but 

\Vomen had gradually become full ,  i nAuentia l  part

ners in most of the ir  c lubs .  Their  status deserved 

Left to right: Gallery reacts to a rare missed putt by 

Texan Kathy Whitworth at Pleasant Valley Country 

Club. The winningest pro on any tour with 88 victories, 

Whitworth almost always played well in Sutton, and 

captured two of the seven LPGA Championships played 

there in the late 1960s and early 1970s. 

Anne Marie Tobin, a practicing attorney playing out 

of Bellevue Golf Club in Melrose, won the 

Massachusetts women's amateur, known as 

the Association Championship, a record 

seven times, in 1988, consecutively from 

1991 to 1995 and again in 2000. 

Pat Bradley, a native of Arlington, now 

of Westford, is regarded as the finest 

female player in Massachusetts history 

and a perennial superstar in the world of 

international golf. Her amateur career 

peaked in 1972 when she reigned as the Massachusetts, 

New England and Endicott Cup champion. During her 

LPGA Hall of Fame career, which began in 1974, Bradley 

earned more money than any New England golfer in 

history. Among her 31 tour victories were the 1981 U.S. 

Women's Open and the 1986 LPGA Championship. 
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Amateur Player of the Year 
Following each championship season, the MGA crowns 

the Richard D. Haskell Amateur Player of the Year. 

This honor is given to the amateur player who has 

accumulated the most points throughout the champi

onship schedule. El igible players earn points through 

competition at all  MGA championship events, USGA 

PAST AMATEUR PLAYERS OF THE YEAR 
Year Player 

1976 Bruce Douglass 

1977 Peter Teravainen 

1978 David Brilliant 

1979 David Lane 

1980 Bruce Chalas 

1981 Steven Tasho 

1982 .James Hal let 

1983 .James Hallet 

1984 Geoffrey Sisk 

1985 Kevin .Johnson 

1986 Kevin .Johnson 

1987 Kevin .Johnson 

1988 

1989 

1990 

1991 

1992 

1993 

1994 

1995 

1996 

1997 

Kevin .Johnson 

.James McDermott 

Ted Rockwell, .Jr. 

.John Salamone 

.Jack Kearney 

.Joe Keller 

Frank Vana, .Jr. 

Frank Vana, .Jr. 

.James Driscoll 

.Jim Salinetti 

1998 .Justin Peters 

1999 .Jim Salinetti 

2000 .Jim Salinetti 

2001 Frank Vana, .Jr. 

In the same years that 

.Jim Salinetti captured the 

Massachusetts Amateur, 

1997, 1999 and 2000, 

he also teamed up with his 

father, Dick, to win the 

Father and Son Champion

ship. Before turning pro

fessional, Salinetti also 

won the New England 

Amateur twice. 

Home Club 

Thorny Lea Golf Club 

Duxbury Yacht Club 

Belmont Country Club 

Vesper Country Club 

Thorny Lea Golf Club 

Thorny Lea Golf Club 

Bass River Golf Course 

Bass River Golf Course 

Marshfield Country Club 

Country Club of Halifax 

Country Club of Halifax 

North Hill Country Club 

North Hill Country Club 

Fal l  River Country Club 

Oak Hill Country Club 

Framingham Country Club 

Elmcrest Country Club 

Oyster Harbors Club 

Marlborough Country Club 

Marlborough Country Club 

Charles River Country Club 

Stockbridge Golf Club 

Pembroke Country Club 

Stockbridge Golf Club 

Stockbridge Golf Club 

Marlborough Country Club 

qualifying ( U.S. Open, U.S. Amateur, U.S. Amateur 

Public Links and U.S. Mid-Amateur) and champion

ship events and a select number of invitational and 

regional tournaments. The final decision on the 

Richard D. Haskell Amateur Player of the Year rests 

with the MGA Executive Committee. 

The MGA's first Player of the Year award 

winner was Bruce Douglass of Thorny Lea 

Golf Club. The two-time state amateur winner 

also finished as runner-up in the 1984 and 

1985 state opens • 

Frank Vana, .Jr., the winner of three consecu

tive Mid-Amateur championships from 1999 

to 2001, scored near the top in the Richard D. 

Haskell standings for more than a decade due 

to his consistently high finishes in important 

competitions. Frank, Sr., seen here helping 

line up a putt, served as his son's caddie in 

most of those events. 
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recognit ion , and they got i t . Tht: fi r t decision was 

to make the president  of the WGAM a fu l l  work

ing  member of the M G A  executive commi ttee 

dur ing her term of offi ce. In 1 9::;3 M rs . Wil l iam 

ScheR--t of Belmont Coun try Club, sister of the 

The Nel l )  Yorker golf writer H erbert Warren Wind ,  

became the  first  woman to so serve. For  good 

measure, the action also included the president of 

the Golf Course Super intendents Associat ion of 

N ew England, and Brian Cowan of the Eastward 

H O i  Country C lub became the first to serve in that 

capaci ty. I n  1 996 Anne  Marie Tobin of 

t he  Be l levue Golf  C l ub, a pract ici ng 

attorney and seven-time WGAM cham

pion ,  was e lected to the executive com

mittee in her own right ,  not because of 

another office she he ld .  

The  concept of the caddie -epito

mized for all t ime by the photograph of 

Francis  Ouimet in the T 9 1 3  U.S. Open 

at The Coun try Club with his 1 O-year

old caddie, Eddie L owery -remained a 

gol fi n g  i co n ,  b u t  t h e  go lf  car t  was 

becolning more and more common and 

caddie numbers were in steep decl ine .  So the post

World War I I  period became a t ime, too, when 

golfers started to give back something more than 

smail change to the boys who had carried their  clubs 

and to encourage the boys ' ,  and even tual ly gir ls ' ,  

cont inu ing i n terest i n  the occupation .  On January 

I S , 1 949, Osmond 0. Keiver of Tedesco Country 

Club, MGA president, oR--ered at a luncheon for golf 

club presidents a plan he had developed with Ralph 

Bonne l l  of Winchester to establish a col l ege schol

arsh ip fund  for M assach usetts caddies . The plan 

envisaged fu nd ing by i ncreas ing the charge for 

M G A  handicap cards then being issued to individ

ual golfers from $ 1  to $2 .The response was enthu

siastic. In  Apri l ,  Francis  Ouimet agreed to lend h is 

name to the  p rogram., and  the  Franc i s  Ouimet  

addie  Scholarship Fund came in to be ing under 

M GA sponsorship. I n  the first year 4,605 was raised 

a n d  t h i rt e e n  c o l l ege s cho l a r � h i p s  were 

awarded to the first class ofOuil 1 let Scholars, which 

was graduated from several coLleges in 1 953-nUI1 1-

bers which have grown over the half-cent ury s ince 

to more than $9 I 1 1 j l l ion in scholarships and 3 , 500 

in  Ouimet Scholars. 

At first, the MGA provided space :l I 1d adminis

u'ative support in i ts oR-I ce on Mi lk Street in  down

town Boston ,  and not unt i l  1 963 did the Fund ,  

burdened with the problems of candidate selection 

and fundraising, employ i ts first executive director. 

CHAMPIONSHIP CIRCLE Spectators surround the 

18th green at Tedesco Country Club during the 1993 

Massachusetts Open, one of eight MGA championships 

the club has hosted. 

I n  1 975 the two organizations moved into a new, 

suburban building, with i ncreased space and a more 

appropr i a te  amb ience  for t he  O u i m e t  F u n d 's 

M useum and L ibrary, at the Leo J .  Martin Memorial 

Golf Course in  Weston ,  a facil ity of the Metropolitan 

District COlTunission . There they created a replica 

of Ouimet's study and displays of his gol fIng  mem

orabi l ia  which he  had bequeathed to the Fund. I n  

time new demands on both organjzations would dic

tate different  oR-Ice arrangements .  After 20 years i n  

Weston , t h e  MGA,  with i ts staR--o f  s ix,  needed more 

space and moved i n  1 995 to an  oR-Ice bui lding at 

1 75 H igh land Avenue, i n  eedham.  The W G A M ,  

t h e  women 's amateur golf organ ization which had 
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come to share q Lw'ters with the M G A  i n  Weston ,  

fol lowed the  MCA to  N eedham two years later. 

Substan tial ly then on i ts own ,  th Fund C1me to 

recognize  the need for another � ign i t1cJnt change. 

It had been k nown t1"om the beg i n n i ng as the  

Fr,lncis  Oui met Caddie Scholar,hip Fund,  but  for 

years carts h ,l d  been replac ing CJddies and the Fund 

had been award ing gran ts 3ddi tionally to young 

people work ing  in  golf  shops and course 1 l 13 i n te

nance. l n  1 99 1 , a marketing survey demonstrated that 

many clubs no longer had caddies at all and fai led 

to see the need for supporti ng 

a "caddie" fundThe word "cad

die" was therefore dropped h.'om 

the official  name and seal , and 

i t  became the Francis Ou imet 

Scholarship Fund.  

CIe,uly, the ventur e  i n to pro 

bono activi ty for Massach usetts 

caddies had been both a pubbc 

good and a mater ial success .  

Gol ting  eyes had been opened 

to new d i rections for service to 

the game and to the I l l e l l lber 

c l ub s  w h i c h  also served the  

gal l le. Soon other opportun it ies 

presented themselves, fi rst i n  

Early in  the 1 970s, Andrew C. Bai ley, a s  M G A  

cou nsel responding t o  cr ies of member clubs for 

rel ief in the area of real estate taxes, found that,  i n  

fact, golf  cou rse property was be ing valued increas

ingly at i ts "highest and best use," which in mo t cases 

was residential developmen t . A  danger was that th i s  

tax policy would tend over t ime to force golf  clubs 

i n to residen tial real estate development, overburden 

cOl l l l l l un i t ies with i ncreasi ng needs for schools, 

police and fire protection and e l iminate desi rable 

green belt are::ts .  The solu tion ,  in Bai ley 's opin ion ,  

would require an  amendment to 

the M assachusetts consti tut ion ,  

and he took  h i s  case to t h e  

Speaker  o f  t h e  H o use ,  Tom 

McGee, who agreed. The cam

paign started in 1 977, the M G A  

aga i n  orga n i zed  i t s  member  

clubs to get out t he  vote, and  the 

amend l l l en t  was carr ied by a 

substantial margin in the general 

election of 1 978 .  Fol lowing th i s  

approval by the voters, Bai ley sat 

down with the Commiss ioner 

of  R even u e  and drafted t he  

basic provisions of  what became 

C h apter  6 1 B of t h e  M as sa-

the  poli t ical sphere. I n  the  late VOICE OF THE MGA The quarterly maga- chusetts General Laws.With the 

assistance of McGee, the imple-1 960s, forces i n  the state legis

la ture proposed the imposit ion 

of an excise tax on dues ind i

zine, MassGo/fer, began publication i n  

1990 "to capture the amateur spirit," and 
m e n t i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  s a i l e d  

through H ouse a n d  Senate and 

was enacted i n  1 979 a s  Chapter 7 1 3  of the 1 979 

now reaches some 60,000 households. 

vidual I l l embers paid to pr ivate c lubs-a target 

group long on pol i t ical vulnerab i l i ty but short on 

pol i tical expertise and weaponry. President of the 

M G A  at the time was Arth ur W. R .ice, J r. ;  he saw 

the  opport u n i ty and stepped i n to the  vacuum.  

Employing a Beacon H i ll lobbyist for expertise and 

organiz ing an effective mail campaign through i ts 

I l lember clubs, the MGA provided the leadership 

which defe,lted the tax propmal- and in the process 

developed a taste to accept a s imilar chal lenge soon 

to appear. 
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M assachusetts Acts ,  adding Chapter 6 1 B to the  

General Laws, effective July 1 ,  f 980 .WhiJe there have 

been amendments ,  6 1 B 's key provis ion h ,l S  sur

vived: golf courses I l l ay elect to  be assessed a t  n o  

I l lore than 25 percent of f::ti r  market value .  

The core business of the golf ,lSSoci,l t ion had 

continued, of course, whi le these sorties i nto c har

i t,lble and political t1elds were taking place. It even 

grew. A proposal to c::t icu la te  h :l I 1 d i caps for i ts 

member clubs through a centr,Ll computer had been 



studied and endorsed by the MGA executive com

mittee back in June of I 964, and the MGA then con

tracted with the Boston Safe Deposit &. Trust Co. 

to perform the calculations. I n  so doing it opened 

a new area of service to i ts member clubs, with salu

tary eWect on its i ncome, too. Only five years later, 

in 1 969, the MGA,  trying to service handicaps by 

computer for nearly 200 member clubs and thou

sands of individual golfers, recognized its need for a 

specialist and employed Richard D. Haskell as hand

icap coordinatoLWithin a short time, Bi l J  Corcoran, 

last of the three brothers who had served as execu

tive directors, died. In Apri l  Haskell was appointed 

to succeed in a role which he then occupied for three 

decades un ti l  his  retirement in December of 1 997. 

Emph asis in t he  n ew H askell admin istrat ion 

turned natural ly to consolidating the ven ture in to 

e lectron i c  h a n di capp ing  wh i l e  cont i nu ing  and 

expanding a l l  the other championships and mem

ber services of the MGA- a  mission which Haskell 

,\ /l1ssCo!fcr) , designed to communicate at all levels 

of the game Jnd " to capture the a l l l J teur golfer\ 

spirit-the competition , the Gll l lar,lderie, the �ports

mansh ip." The magazine now goes to sOll l e  60,000 

households. I n  another aspect of good communi

cation,  he brought the M GA out of an inner c ircle 

of Greater 130,ton clubs and c:1rr ied i t  effectively 

to clubs and golfers westward throughout the state. 

On the bus in ess s ide of t he  ledger, H askel l  

worked with Andrew C. Bai ley, the MGA coun

sel ,  to win two campaigns for excise and local  

property tax rel ief for golf  faci l i t ies .  H e  and a suc

ceeding counse l ,  Robert W. Holme'i , J r . , joined to 

achieve Section 5 0 1 (c) ( 3 )  Federa l  tax ,tatus for the 

MGA as  an exempt organization so that contri

butions to i t  are now deductible for in come. g ift 

and estate tax purposes ( i n  addi t ion , the M G A  

i tself becal l le exempt (i'om local sales a n d  proper

ty t,1xes and el igible to receive grants fj'O I l l  a broad 

range of foundations and agencies) . 

carried out  so eWectively that the 

M G A  grew in  club membership 

from 1 72 to 3 1 8 , in i n div idua l  

member golfers from 1 9 ,2  I 5 to 
88 ,25 1 ,  and i n  staff from two per

sons to six during h i s  tenure. The 

driving forces in this growth were 

t he  i n troduct ion of t he  M G A 

U G A / G H I N  comp u ter i zed  

handicap service in I 98 1  (one of  the 

fi rst two states to adopt i t) and the 

USGA slope system for indexing 

handicaps i n  1 984 .  

W H E N  TIGER WAS A C U B  After Tiger Woods won h i s  second o f  three 

consecutive U.S . .Junior Amateurs at Wollaston Golf Club in 1992, the 

Haskell 's contributions carried 

far beyond this, too. The vi tal area 

of co m m u n i ca t i o n  p rov ides a 

sign i ficant example :  he first deliv

e re d  i n  1 9 70 a n  M G A  a n n ua l  

report, replaced in  1 988 by  a quar

terly newsletter and in J 990 by a 

q uarterl y  magazi n e, The lIII1SSI1-

ch l l se l ls Coifer ( l a ter  re-named  

official magazine of the MGA featured him o n  its cover - the first of many 

golf magazine covers in a brilliant career. 

1\ ( 0 .\1 \1 0 '>: \\ 1 -\ 1 1 1 1 I I I  ( . l l l l l ll \  ) 1  



On t h e  pbyi n g  s ide,  H askel l  overs3w t h e  3dd i

t ion of s ix  c h 3 1 l lp ionsh ips  to bro,lden t h e  leveb of 

the M G A \  competi tive o tfe r i n g" He developed 

the M G A  A I l l 3 teur 1 ) L1yer of t h e  YeJ r  poi n t-L1 n k 

i n g  syste l l l ,  1e .1 d i n g  to , 1n  .1 1 l I l U , 1 1  ,1\\', l rd w h i c h  ha\  

been I l Jmed i n  h is h o n or. H e  i n cre,1\ed the p u r,e 

in the M ass3C h u setts Open to the ( )O,ooo level 

and coped su ccessfu l ly \V i th  the h u ge in crea,e i n  

c h 3mpionship  e n t r i e, .  

Beyo n d  M Jss,l c h usetts ,  h e  \V3S deeply involved 

i n  t h e  I n t e rn ,n i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  G o l f  A d -

m i n i strator� ( I AG A) , servi n g as pre,i dent  in  1 98 1 -8 2  

a n d  recei v i n g  i t s  Dist inguished Service A\Vard i n  

2000. T h e  I AG A  br ings together t h e  professional  

3dministr,ltors of 1 -1-5 stJte, regional and national gol f  

3ssociat i o ns \V h i c h  c u l tivate golf \Vorl d\V ide .  

Add to t h i s  a smi l ing person a l i ty. At the t i m e  of 

h i s  ret i rement ,  h e  had this comll l ent  on Ma\,a

c h usetts gol fers : " T h ey don 't smi le  .1\ m u c h  as they 

s h o u l d ." 

Tom L J n dry, a l e ft-h a n ded golfer \Vi t h  e w  

E n glan d  roots ,1 I 1d  eduCltion , c a m e  up fi'om t h e  

G eorgi3 St3te G olfAssociJtion to the M G A  sta ff i n  

J u n e  o f  1 99 3 ,  \Vas e levated to assistant executive 

d i rector i n  1 996 .1 I 1d  succeeded Haskel l  i n  January 

of 1 99 8 ,  i n h er i t i n g  i m m ed i a tely t h e  problems of 

fLl I 1 d i ng,  bui ld ing a n d  moving into ne\V h eadqu ar

ter" developing J museum and l i bra ry, J n d  cele

bra t i n g  t h e  M G A  cent e n n i a l ,  a l l  t h e  w h i l e  keep i n g  

i ts myri,ld of regu lar a n d  eXPJ n d i n g  Jct iv i t ies goi n g  

a n d  ,ervicing i t" 3 1\ 0  member clubs a n d  1 0 1 , 500 i n di

viduzd member go l fers.  The \Vorl d he en tere d  \Vas 

vastly d i fferen t  fi'om t h e  \Vorlds of h i s  predecessors, 

ti'om Art h u r  Lock\Vood t h rough F red Corcoran to 
Dick H askel l .  

According t o  In economic report prepared b y  the 

Jti on,ll  Golf  Fou n dation i n  2000,  gol f  i n  M assa

ch usetts \Vas bei ng played by 700,000 residents of a l l  

demogrJph i c  ,egments.  M ore than 400 go l f  fac i l i 

t ie\  J n d  ra n ge, employed \ome 1 9 ,000 persons ,  

Jttr,lcted upward of 500,000 visitors each year, and 

inc l ude In addi t iona l  2 3 -1- compan i es a n d  orga n i za

t iom involved in  the busine'is of gol f. Golf-related 

revenue in the 'itate was esti mated to be 1 . 6 bi l l ion . 

The move of t h e  M G A  ot1i ce\ to b rger q u a rters 

i n  N eedhal l l  i n  1 995 surely had been overd u e . T h e  

originJI  execLit ive commi ttee of 9 had grown t o  2 6 ;  

the  \ tJ t1- n u l l l bered 6 . T h e  rol l  of member c l u bs h a d  

grown t o  3 5 0 ,  two-thirds of t h e m  daily-tee clubs a n d  

m u n icipal  cour\e, J n d  one-tenth c l u bs n o t  OWI1-



ing real estate on which to play. ( R ecent member

c lub growth has occurred principally in upscale 

daily fee faci l i t ies .  Growth in  the private-club sec

tor, once dominant , has slowed.) The MGA was con

ducting nine championships at the time involving a 

multipl ic i ty of sectional qualifYing rounds. I t  had 

enrol led 67,000 individual member golfers. 

I t  had in 1 998 set up i ts o\Vn Website at 

\vww.MGAl inks .org. l t  had become, 

i n  fac t ,  the  seventh largest state/ 

regional golf association in  the coun

try. And it \Vas sharing space \Vith the 

WGAM to their mutual advantageThe 

move to the Needham offices, while nec

essary, had been onJy a first, not a final, step. 

The attractive option for the MGA had long been 

a home of its own . Opportun i ty came appropri

ately hand In hand with the mi l l enn ium and plans 

b e i n g  d eve loped  j o i n t ly  by t h e  PGA To ur ,  

FleetBoston Financia l  Corporation and  Connel l  

L imi ted Partnership to bui ld a Tournament Players 

Club of Boston in Norton ,j ust off I n terstate 495-
that asphaltlconcrete ribbon circl ing Greater Boston, 

booming with h igh-tech companies and the new 

focal poin t  of i ts industrial face.TheTPC of Boston 

\Vas to be one of a chain of 30-odd �uch cl ubs 

nat ionwide \Vhich operate on the corporate-l1 1em

ber concept and fro l l l  ti l l l e  to t ime entertain PGA 

Tour  events .  Spec i fical ly, opport u n i ty came in  the 

form of an off er of fo ur acre, of land on the 

entrance drive and adj. lce l l (  to the  n inth green to 
serve as the site for Massach usetts Golf 

House, the headquarters of the M G A  

with i ts museU I 1 1 ,  l ibrary a n d  hal l  of 

fame. Cary I<- .Jubinvil le, then the 

MGA pre�ident , had no hesitation 

in accepting. Jubinvil le and his exec

utive cOl l lm i ttee, l i ke many of their 

predecessors, had long sought a home of 

i ts o\Vn for the MGA as \Vei l  as space for JO other 

state-based gol f  organ izat ions :  the W G A M ,  the  

Francis Ouimet Scholarsh ip Fund, the  Ne\V England 

Golf Association ,  the New England Senior Golfers' 

Association,The H ickory Shafts, the Ne\V England 

MOMENT OF TRUTH Before enormous galleries, Justin 

Leonard and his caddie react simultaneously as 

Leonard's 45- foot putt rolls into the cup on No. 17 

during the 1999 Ryder Cup matches at The Country 

Club in Brookline. The birdie putt effectively closed out 

the match with Jose Maria Olazabal (emerging from 

shadows), sealing victory for the United States side. 



I ntercollegi,lte Coif  A�sociation ,  the Coif COllr\e 

Super i n tendent ,  A ssociat ion of  New EngLl I l d ,  

the N ew EngLl I l d  C lub  M .1n ,lger\ A"OCl,l t I On ,  t he  

N ew England ch,lpter of t he  ColfCoLIr\e Owner, 

A"ociat ion and the Al l iance of M,l\\,l Chu,em Coif 

Org,l I l  i za t io l l \ .The M C A \ vi\ion tt)r bn ng l l lg  to

gether l i ke- I l l l l lded golf grou�l\ wa, being re,l l i zed. 

In retrmpect, i t  otten seel l l ,  th,l t  the g,l l l l e which 

W.1, n urtured on the e,tate, of the gentry he ld been 

adopted by " t h e  people "  r,Hh e-r 

q u i c k ly, e \pec l ,l l ly  after Franc i ,  

Ou i l l l et'.; victory in the  I Y l j  U.S. 

Open ,ln d  the golf offer ing' ,H 

Fr.1nk l in  Pelrk . I n  L1Ct it wa\ ,1 long 

t i  I I I  e before th e g,l l l l e 's orga n i Z,l

t iona l  s t ructure  ,l n d  i ts p u bl i c

cour\e player\ reel i ly cai l l e  together. 

T h e  M G A ,  in t he  I l lo ld of the  

USCA,  had  ,t,Hted a s  an org,l I l i za

tion of priv,He golf c 1 ub\ which  

owned or  con trolled the COLIr\e\ 

The  M C A  fol lowed the lead of the  USGA in  

br  ,Hkning i t,> own membersh ip qual ification .The  

e!teet wa, to per i l l i t  c l ubs of goiters, regu larly orga

nized to conduct their own affairs but  operat ing a t  

,1 pub l ic  cour,e, to  join the USGA and the M G A  

a ,  regular I l lember clubs and thus  make their  indi

vidu,ll member,> e l ig ib le to compete in USGA and 

MCA chJmpiol l )h ips. After World War I J ,  publ ic

l ink.. players in Ma,sach usem began to form into 

so-cal led " inner c lubs," more re

ce-ntly designated " non-real estate 

c l u b s ," a n d  to appear  i n  t h e  

M assach uset t s  A mateur. G eo rge 

Curley, who played at the R... iverside 

publ ic  course, actually was runner

up as ear ly  a� 1 9 + 7 .  W h i l e  t h e  

USGA contin ued t o  offer both i ts 

Amateur and Amateur Public L inks 

Champiomhip'>, the M G A  let i ts 

Amateur sutfice tor the a�pirations 

of both private-c lub and publ ic

cour�e players. on which the-y pLlyed.  Entry into 

the i r  champiomh ips was i n  the  

beg inn ing e l  privilege reserved for 

tho,>e who bdonged to their mem

ber club, .  In l y2 2 ,  the USCA did 

e�tJbl ish ,In Am,lteur Publ ic L ink, 

SUMMER RULES As at most 
I n  1 9 8 2 ,  h owever, t h e  M G A  

fi nal ly turned tul l-ti'on t  to the �pe-clubs, the job of the starter at 

Winchester Country Club is to get 

players off the 1st tee in a timely 

fashion and positive frame of mind. 

cia l  in terests and a�piration ofpub

l i c-course players, l a unch ing  t he  

fi rst Ma��ach usetts  P u b l i c  L i n b  

C hampiomhip ,1S an  a l tern ,Hive t o  i t\ Am,l teur  

Champion,h ip, but th i s  did not ,  nor W,l, i t  Intended 

to, br ing publ ic-course p layers i n to fL1 I 1  equa l i ty 

with private-club members. 

I n  the late I Y 3 0S,  however, USGA policy gov

erning c lub membership un derwent a ,igl 1 l ticant 

and l i bera l iz ing ch elnge. By in terpretat ion , mem

bersh ip qua l i fication was broadened to re-cogn ize 

t lut a re-gularly organ ized club of gol fer, could 

e-xist without owning or contro l l ing the cour�e 

wh e-re i t  pl ayed.  (The precedent had been e\t,lb

lishe-d long be-fore by the R&A in Scotland, the 

authori ty of I 3 rit i,h golf, which operate, adj, lcelH 

to the public cour,e i n  St . Andre-ws which it 1 1 1  no 

way controk) 
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Champion,hip under the enlightened leadership of 

Ray C. Bump,Jr. , who later served as pre ident.The 

in i t ia l  p laying was set up for the  M etropol i tan  

D istJ" i c t  Coml l l i ss ion 's L eo J .  M art in course i n  

Weston a t  3 0  hole,>, �troke play, with a grms di" i

sion competing for the John Sears Trophy. Emry was 

open to amateur goiters who had been residents of  

Ma\,xhusem for J minimum of one  year, were bonJ 

tide public-cour,e player� and did not h old pri\'i 

leges ,H  any cour,e ti"om which  the pub l ic  was 

excl uded .There were 7 1  entries ,  2 +  of who I I I  were 

entered a lso in the concurrent U . .  Amateur Publ ic 

L inks Champiomhip, for which ,ectioml qU<l l if)·

ing rounds held been re- inst i tu ted in M as�ach usetts 

in I Y7Y. Don I�eycroft and Bob Bradley, both of 



Ponkapoag Golf Course, tied at T 49,  and R eycroft 

won the playoff. N either had entered the sectional 

qual ifying for the national championsh ip. 

From these modest beginning came a predictable 

but nevertheless remarkable advance in both the 

activity of amateurs who played at public courses 

and in the publi c  and semi-public courses which 

sought membership i n  the M G A .  Two-thirds of 

the once all-private MGA members no\V are dai ly 

fee courses. J im H al let ,  a municipal-course player 

fi�om the Bass R iver l inks on Cape Cod, won the 

M assachusetts A mateur i n  both 1 982  and J 983 ,  and 

then launched a professional career fi'om which he 

returned to win the Massachusetts Open in 1 985 . 

Two years later, i n  1987 ,  Kevin Johnson, a public

course player from the Country 

Club of H al ifax, topped Hallet 's 

back-to-back amateur achieve-

1 995 ,  i ts first vis it  to the Bay State, and the effect 

was electric. With in  Eve year�, the entry in the 

Massachusetts Publ ic  L inks Championship rose to 

the 600 range, with s ix qualifying si tes the rule, and 

the en try for sect ional  qua l ify ing  for the U .S .  

A l l lateur Public L inks Championship in this region 

is approaching 200, one of the largest in the nat ion.  

The emergence of top-Right p layers i n  the  

post-World War I I  period came hand  in  hand  \Vith 

the maturing of playing professionals ( in con trast 

to c lub/teaching professionals) , the attractiveness of 

the playing profession and the refinemen t  of their 

c i rcu i ts-the men Erst  under the auspices of the 

PGA, then under the PGA Tour as an independent 

enti ty, the women u n der the L PG A .  In fact ,  the 

ment by winning in  successive 

weeks the Massachusetts Amateur 

at The Country Club and then 

the US. Amateur Public L inks in 

Cincinnati .Johnson, who turned 

professional i n  1 989,  had Rashed 

early warning by winning the 

Massachusetts Open as an ama

teur in [ 986 at the Country Club 

of New Seabury, the Erst amateur 

A MAN AND A WOMAN A pair of 

golfers in full stride at Charles River 

Country Club, a bastion of low-handicap 

last  M assachuset ts amateur  to 

win a championship on the na

tional level i s  Marion M aney

M c l nerney of Charl e s  R i ver, 

w h o  won t h e  U . S .  Wo m e n 's 

M i d-Amateur  at Pal m Beach 

Gardens, Florida, a decade ago in 

1 99 2 .  J ames  D r i sco l l ,  a l so of 

C h arl es  R i ver ,  a l m o s t  d id  i t  

twice; h e  gained the Enals in the 

US.Junior Amateur in 1 995 and 

in  the  U.S .  A mateur i n  2000, 
players in Newton. 

to win since Don Hoenig-an amateur when he 

won for the Erst t ime in  1 954-and onJy the sec-

ond since Francis Ouimet in 1 932 .Johnson's trium.ph 

in the US. Amateur Public L inks in 1 987  earned him 

a place on the World A mateur Team in 1 988 and 

brought Massachusetts i ts Erst national t it le since the 

immediate post-war years when Ted Bishop won the 

U.S. Amateur in  1 946 and Wilfred Crossley, a pri

vate-club golfer from N Olfolk playing publi c-l inks 

golf while l iving in  A tlanta, won both the qualify

ing medaJ and the US.Amateur Public Links in 1947· 

The MGA's strong promotion of public l inks golf 

Ena l ly  brought  the  U.S.  Amateur  Pub l ic  L i nks 

Championship to Stow Acres Country Club in 

resu l t ing in  h i s  se l  ct ion for the 

2001  Walker Cup team . Driscol l  had dist inguished 

h i mse l f  when  he wo n h i s  E rst  M assach uset t s  

Amateur in T 996 at the age of J 8 ,  second youngest 

to win that event ,  and he  won i t  again in 1 998 .  After 

playing in  the 2001 Walker Cup match and US.  

Amateur, he, too, turned professional . Al len Doyle ,  

who moved to Atlanta i n  the 1 970s, earned places 

on th ree World Cup and three Walker Cup teams 

between 1 989 and 1 994, and Kevin Joh nson played 

on the 1 988 Amateur World and 1 989 Walker Cup 

teams before turning profe��iona l .  L a ter, on the 

senior tour, Doyle achieved great uccess; i n  1 999 

he  won the Senior PGA Championship and i n  

200 1 the Senior Players Chall1piomhip. 
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Televis ion adopted gol f ::t �  an enterta inment  Jnd 

marketing medium in  the 1 950S ( the U.S .  Open \Vas 

fir�t telecast in 1 95 1 ) , and the charisma of Arnold 

P::t l mer and later J ::tck N icklaus came onto screens 

nation\V ide .  Pur�e money e�CliJ ted (to $ 1  Ro mil lion 

for the men in 2000 \Vhen �ome 20 in div idua l  

events carried pr ize money in the $.j. mi l l ion range) . 

E ndor�el1 l en t  money more than kept pace. For 

young golfer� \Vi th  sk i l l .  both men and \Vomen and 

especia l ly player� on the college c ircui t ,  the deci

sion \Vhether or not to turn professiona l after a 

strong collegiate career and one or two amateur 

ach ievement� became in their lexicon a "no-brainer." 

The era of l ifelong amateur careers as enjoyed here 

notably by Ouimet, Gui lford. Wright ,  Bishop Jnd 

the Curt i s  sisters \V::t� passi ng- even a� i nt ere\t in 

amateur competit iom. a� evidenced by ent r i e� in 

M G A  and USGA championsh ips .  conti nued to 

gro\V \Vi th ne\V incentive tor many you ng player�. 

The golf talent of young men and \Vomen in  

Massachusetts remains strong. I t  s imply has come 

to be displayed,  for the 11 10st part, in the financial ly 

re\Varding profess ional fie ld .  In no  case has this 

been displayed more brightly than by the young lady 

from Westford, Pat Bradl ey, \Vh ose promise had 

been evident from the beginning \Vhen �he \Von the 

WGAM champiomhip in  1 972 and turned profe�

�ional . H er career brought her the U.S. Women\ 

Open i n  1 9R I ,  the L PGA Champiomhip  in  1 9 R6. 

3 1  tour victories, captaincy of the 2000 U.S. Solheim 

Cup team and en try i n to the Golf Ha l l  of Fame. 
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While no Massachusetts male ha� yet qui te matched 

h e r  a c h i evel 1 1 e n t s ,  Pau l  H a r n ey c a m e  o u t  o f  

Worce�ter a n d  H oly Cross t o  win four  times on  the 

tour in  1 957 and 1 95 R ,  then settled i n to the role of 

a c lub profe��iona l ,  return ing  to Pleasan t  Val ley 

Country Club in  1 965 after \Vinning the Los Angeles 

Open in two �L1 cce\\ivc year\. On home tLlli, he won 

five M J��ach LN,tt� Opem from 1 967 to 1 977·  

This  evol ut ion li'om an avootion for amateur 

to\Vard a medi um of \pect J tor �port and en tertai n

ment ,  wi th  substant ia l  rc\Vard\ for i ts most expert 

practit ioners, i� reAected in the careers of the star 

players of our day and in  the vents in \Vh ich they 

participate and \Vh ich \Ve \Vatch .  A rguably, the golf  

event i n  M assach u�etts with the greatest publ ic 

impact in modern times ha� been the i n ternational 

match in 1 999 between profe�siona l  teams repre

�ent i ng  the Un i ted State� and Europe for the Ryder 

Cup. All t i ckets had been �old a year in  advance. 

Gallerie� on each of the three days were estimated 

up to )0.000. Even those \Vho  made it to the golf 

cour �e found vantage poin t� at a premium .  The  

whole world \Vatched- television carried the play 

worldwide .And executing a �cript \Vhjch mjght have 

been written for televi�ion , Jmtin L eonard 's .j. )

foot put t  on the 1 7th green on Sunday afternoon 

brough t vic tory over Jo�e Maria Olazabal and a 

comeback win for the United States side. qL2 to 
1 3  IS. I t is surely emblematic of th i s  transformation 

as we enter a new millenn ium that this professional 

match .  with i ts accompanying edge of i n civi l i ty. was 

\Velcomed at The Country lub, long a bastion of 

the simple and gracious amateur spir i t .  

)0111 1  P EI �(l1i511 ,  C(1r/), il l his ((/rccr 

(1 ,(lotf I I ,/"ifc/" ,(In fhc Boston 

H erald ,  sC!'l'cn SI I((C5sil 'cl), 05 

OSsi51(1 1 1 1  CXC{/IliI 'C ni/"c((o/" (?flhc 

USC/ l ,  ni!'c((or 4 111 1b/i( /"clo

lioll5 at I l 'illic 1 l l ls Collc.\!c olin 

I l /ninClI1 (?f/lOlh Ihc 7l1W I I  i( Co!f 

Cillh I l l ln  fhc 1\ ICA . 

BERKSHIRES GEM Opposite: 

Youn9sters walt for the 

fairway to clear on the par-4 

17th hole at Wyantenuck 

Country Club, which plays to 

an elevated 9reen, seen at 

left. One of the oldest 90lf 

clubs In America, Wyan

tenuck was founded In 1896. 











M Y O P I A : V I S I O N  
O F  A W O R L D  A P A R T  

This inland li1 1ks course of surpassing natl lral beal l ty 
was shaped by the l I 1agnificel 1t obsession 

of a New Englal ld original /lamed Herbert C. Leeds. 

T W A S  C O N S I D E R E D  the best golf course 

in America at the beginning of the 20th cen

t u ry, c h o s e n  to h os t  t h e  U . S .  O p e n  

C hampionship four  t imes in 1 0  years. A l l  

fou r  Opens i n  that early era were high-

scoring  affairs, prompting one 

respected journal to label  the 

course "the A lcatraz of U.S. 

Open venues ." 

Fifty Years <?f A 111 eriw II CoIf, "because they had formed 

here at this picturesque town the first country club 

in America;  at l east they plan ted the seed for such 

an i nst i tut ion,  although they had neglected to caU 

i t  the M yopia Country Club, preferring at that 

t ime the name Myopia Club." 

Yet M yopia started as the 

ou tgrowt h  of the  craze for 

another sport, basebal l ,  sweep

i ng the nation beginning in the 

r 870s. W. Delano Sanborn of 

Winchester, Massachusetts, had 

been a substitute pitcher, umpire 

and scorer on the baseball team 

at H arvard and so loved the  

game that, fol lowing gradua

tion ,  he formed a team that  

took on other teams, amateur 

Clubhouse entry is lined with individually 

owned liquor lockers dating from Prohibi

tion. Opposite: Myopia's rolling terrain, 

scarcity of trees and waist-high fescue 

The town in question had 

been Winchester, but in  1 883 

the club began renting quarters 

at a farm in South H amilton,  

north of Boston,  and eventu

a l l y  re l o c a t e d  to t h i s  s i t e  

permanently. [ n  i ts earliest days, 

the c lub sponsored basebal l ,  

tennis ,  water sports and eques

trian pursu i ts such as Rat rac

i n g  a n d  s t eep l echa s  . G o l f  

was introduced with the estab

bshment of n ine  holes in 1 894, 

but only on the condi tion laid 

down by the c lub's horsey set 

that the frivolous new game 

not intelfere with the sl1100th 

a n d  profess i o n a l ,  across  t h e  grasses along fairways impart a distinctive 

country. He named the squad 
l inks character to the inland course. 

"the Myopia N ine"or "the Myopia Club" because five 

of his teammates were nearsighted and wore glasses. 

"The  en terpris ing gent lemen were in real i ty 

very far-sighted," wrote H .  B. M artin ,  the author of 

running of the foxh u nt . 

Enter Herbert C. L eeds, one of those Iarger-than-

l ife figures found in  the annals of amateur sport, 

whose dominat ing personal ity and go[fl l 1g sk i l l s  
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A Myopia moment: looking for an 

errant drive in the tall grass along 

No. 1, at 274 yards one of the 

shortest par-4s on the course. made Myopia what it i, today. 

For more than three decades 

he ruled owr a l l  golfl l lg matters at the club with 

an i ron fist .  As the first vicc-president of the Aedg

l ing  M G A ,  h i s  i n Auence extended weU beyond 

M yopia 's borders. 

"Thick-set and wry strong, L eeds was J natural 

a th lete ," recounted A llo/l lic 1\ 10/ 1 1"1) ' ed i to r  and 

Myopia member Edward Weeks in h i s  h istory of the 

club published in J 97 5 .  "At Harvard, ii'om which 

he  graduated in 1 877, he  was a star shortstop and 

in football the first player cver to score a touchdown 

against Yale .  L i ke most of h is generation, he took 

up golf in his late th irties, was self-taugh t, and In 

two years had mastered the game." 

Afterjoining Myopia in 1 896, Leeds was charged 

with upgrad ing  the layout  already in place and ,  

us ing Sh inn ecock H il l s  on Long  I s l and a) one of  

h is models ,  h e  created an in land l i nb mcasur ing  
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2 ,928  yards and offer i ng, i n  the  era of  the  gutta

percha  bal l ,  a formi dable test .  Such was the cha l

l enge offered by i t s  tigh t tee  boxes, chocolate-drop 

mounds,  bun kers and perversely s loped greens 

and fai rways that  the U S G A  selected M yopia i n  

1 898  t o  host the fi rst Open requ i r ing  m eda l  p lay 

of 72 holes .  

Upon pers u a d i n g  

Myop i a 's m e mbers  to  

p urchase an adj o i n i n g  

parcel of 5 I acres, L eeds 

laid out a second n ine  at 

t h e  c l u b  in 1 90 1 .  H e  

took advan tage o f  t he  

v i rg in  l a nd's generous  

elevations to  add  bl ind 

shots Jnd uneven stances 

to the ordinary r igors of 

the game. "To el iminate 

Opposite, clockwise from top 

left: Myopia's recently refur

bished men's locker room; the 

par-4 12th hole, No. 1 handi-

cap hole on the course, 446 

yards long (from the yellow 

ladies' tees, it plays as a par

S); dining room with tributes 

to the club's past presidents, 

including the first, Marshall K. 

Abbott, pictured in fox hunt 

garb; with two deep bunkers 

guarding the front of the 18th 

green, the best miss on the 

approach is over the green, 

where the ground is level and 

free of hazards. 











chance from ,1I1y g,l l 1 le i, to spoil it ," he once penned 

in a scrapbook. 

Thus, the average golfer found the new n ine  at 

l ea s t  two strokes  h a rder t h a n  t h e  o ld  n i n e .  

Subsequent ly, with t h e  in troduction o f  t h e  livelier 

rubber-core bal l ,  and inspired by an inspection tour 

of the l inks  of the Brit ish I sles, L eeds forti fied his 

design for M yopia with longer tees and new haz

ards. Wal ter Travis,  the reign ing U. S. and British 

Amateur champion at the time, called Myopia, "the 

best  i n  the coun try . . .  the creation l argely of one 

man  . . .  wi th  putt ing greens ,  most ly un dula ti n g, 

which are equal to the best an)"",here in the world ." 

For L eeds h imself, the course was always a work 

in progress. When the club hosted distingu ished vis

i tors l ike Harry Vardon or Bobby Jone , L eeds care

fully followed their progress around his bnks . l t  was 

not un l ike h im to mark the spot where a good play-

r's poor drive came to rest, then bui ld a bunker on 

that spot after the visitor left .  

The June, 1 900, issue of 

The elevated green a t  No. 13 offers 

a view of the adjacent par-S 2nd 

hole, lined with some of Myopia's 

famous 'chocolate drops.' 

the periodical Co!fspoke of Leeds' indispensable rol 

in the early years of the club as follows: 

" I n  the spring and early summer, M r. H erbert 

C. Leeds looks after th ings ,  and has a way of get

t ing them done. Later. when he takes to yacht ing 

[ Leed was also an America's up crewman.  - Ed. ] ,  

the cour e cracks with i nattent ion.  and the revelry 

of worms is apparent on the putti ng-greens." 

Myopia h istorian Weeks de�cribed the man as 

"a pelfectionist, a martinet who took sadistic pleas

ure in watch ing the duffer �ufrer." A case in point 

was President Wil l iam H oward Taft. a vis i tor to 

Myopia fi'om 1 909 to 1 9 1 1 ,  when the ummer 

Whi te H ouse was 10cJted in Beverly. A cavernom 

bunker on what is no\\' the l o th hole at Myopia i s  

named after him.  I t  is sa id thdt  every t ime Taft �uc

cessfully escaped from thi\ bunker, Leed\ ordered 



Four U. S.  Opens in Ten Years 

After the Myopia Hunt Club had re-established 

itself in Hamilton, its master of foxhounds, R. M. 

( Bud) Hamilton, staked out in the spring of 1894 

its first simple nine holes -

North America. A more immediate consequence 

was the bringing of the fourth U.S. Open C h a m 

pionship t o  h i s  revised course a t  Myopia in 1898. I t  

was t h e  first o f  n i n e  U.S. Opens 

despite derision and even stiff 

opposition from horsemen. The 

club was still more concerned 

with hunts and polo than golf 

when Herbert C. Leeds joined in 

1896. Leeds had been the first 

club champion at The Country 

Club, in 1893, and was dissatis

fied with the rudimentary holes 

he found at Myopia. The result 

of his dissatisfaction became an 

early landmark in the develop

ment of thoughtful golf-course 

architecture in the United 

States. Leeds laid out what 

became t h e  L o n g  N i n e  i n  

1 8 9 6  t o  t a k e  advantage of 

natural terrain. He heaped stone 

walls into mounds, grassed them 

over, and created the "Myopia 

A framed newspaper account of one 

of the four U.S. Opens hosted by 

Myopia hangs in the men's bar. 

to be played in Massachusetts, 

the most recent at The Country 

Club in 1988. The 49 players at 

Myopia used gutta balls, and 

Fred Herd, a Scot and profes

sional at the Washington Park 

course in Chicago, won with a 

72-hole score of 328. Leeds 

was leading amateur, tied for 

eighth at 347. The event was 

clearly successful, and the next 

three U.S. Opens to be held in 

Massachusetts also were played 

at Myopia - in 1901, 1 905 and 

1908. The 1905 championship 

went to Willie Anderson, one of 

the first Scots professionals to 

come to this country, on a score 

of 314, and it was his third 

straight and fourth win overall.  

Top of page: Bridle paths still in use 

on the golf course are reminders of 

chocolate drops." Bunkers were 
Myopia's equestrian heritage. 

No one since has won three 

straight U.S. Opens, although Bobby .Jones, Ben added only on holes not otherwise sufficiently chal-

lenging. He took pains with the location of putting 

greens and gave them undulating surfaces. His 

product influenced the state of the art throughout 

Hogan and .Jack Nicklaus later matched his total 

of four national championships. 
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- .John P. English 





The paneled bar at Myopia is every 

golfer's dream of a 19th hole. Below: A 

tribute to the hard-working caddie 

stands among club trophies in the bar. 
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the bunker dug deeper, un ri l  i t  becJl l 1e  so deep cad

dies had to as�ist the cOl l 1 mander-in-chief out of the 

hazard by pull ing h im with a rope tied around his waist. 

. .  ' Papa' L eeds, as he came to be known to the  

younger generation, was a fascinating character," Weeks 

writes. "An angry birthmark covering the left side of 

his face made h im h ighJy sensitive. He was always pho

tographed in  profile and evidently supposed that  the 

disfigurement  commit ted h i m  to a man 's world ." 

I ndeed, the bach elor L eeds resided at h is beloved c lub 

for most of the year in h is la ter years, and fi-om his usual 

perch on the Men's Porch ,  as a great-nephew attests, 

"it was his custom to terrify the young people . . .  wi th 

the magni tude of the rough and the l ightning qual i

t ies of the greens ." 

L eeds died in 1 9 30 but the 

magn i tude of h i s  rough and 

the l i g h t n i n g  speed o f  h i s  

greens l ive on .  

Framed scorecards document 

amateur and professional 

course records set, respec

tively, by Bobby Knowles with 

a 67 on .July 30, 1954, and by 

.Jim Browning with a 64 on 

September 21, 1959. 





D R E A M S C O M E  T R U E : 

G O L F  F O R T H E  P E O P L E  

TIle roller-coaster sagas of Frallklill Park il l Dorchester 
a l ld Ceor<..e.e Wright C. C. ill Hyde Park del /IOI /strate the ol /goi l lg challe1 1ge 

of l / /{/ kil l,e. first-rate golf a / Jailavle to the pl lvlic. B Y  J O H N  P .  E N G LI S H  

a l l- W A S  I· I R S T  P L A Y E D  I II 

Frankl in Park by George Wright 

and his friends in 1 890, but-\Vhile 

a sign i ficant moment in the h istory 

of the game in M assach usetts and 

richly publici zed-it did not represent either the 

foundation of golf in  Frankl in Park 

or on public courses generally. 

Actual ly, s ix years elapsed before 

another divot \Vas cut in Frank l in  

Park , and credi t  for the establish

m e n t  of  t h e  gam e  t h ere rea l l y  

redounds to Will ie Campbell ,  who 

h a d  c o m e  h e re i n  1 8 9 +  fro m  

M usselburgh , Scotland, t o  provide 

p ro fe i o n a l  serv i c es to  T h e  

Country Club, i n  Brookl ine .  Here 

h e  extended the first rudimentary s ix holes to nine 

and ,  i n  a m,nch dedicat ing the layout ,  defeated 

Wil l ie  Davis, professional at the Ne\Vport Country 

Club, in \Vhat one member declared to be " the  first 

real golf any of us had ever seen ." 

Campbell came \Vi th a mission broader than 

simply serving one private club, ho\Vever. H e  \Vanted 

to br ing the game to the publ ic .  He thought it 

should be played by the people in open parks, as it 

\Va<; in h i s  nati ve Scotland .  H e  took h i s dream 

straight to the Boston Parks I epartment,  where 

Frederick La\V Olmsted was engaged in carrying out 

lLis o\Vn dream for a system of parks. Both ampbell 

and Olmsted \Vere successfu l .  In ampbell's case, he 

won authorization to create a n ine-hole course i n  

part o f  Olmsted's 334-acre Country M eado\V sec

tion at Frankl in Park . I t  opened for 

p l ay i n  October  o f  r 8 9 6 .  T h e  

green keeper was, o f  course, Wi l l i e  

Campbel l ,  wh ose bus in ess card, 

by the \Vay, bi l led him as "the most 

experienced player in the country." 

By 1 900, \Vhen premature death 

took ampbell a t  3 8 ,  his vis ion 

for Frank l i n  Park h ad cert a i n ly 

been real i zed :  4°,000 rou n d  of 

gol f  \Vere recorded. 

In 1 92 2 ,  at the urging of M G A  president Barton 

S t e p h e n so n , M ayor J ames  M . C u rl ey a n d  t h e  

C i ty o f  Boston pol ished their lustre by persuading 

Donald Ross to come in  and ext n d  the nine ho les 

at Frankl in  Park to a fir t-c1ass, I 8- hole course. 

Above: George Wright, who died In 1937 at the age of 

90, founded one of the first sporting goods companies 

In New England, Wright and Dltson, In 1871, among 

many other accomplishments In the world of sports. 

Opposite: A view of Franklin Park's 6th green, 11th tee, 

14th green, and, farthest back, the par-3 15th green. 
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The 7th and 16th greens are tucked 

into one corner of the Franklin Park 

Golf Course. designed by Scotsman 

Will ie Campbell and opened for play 

in October. 1896. Inset: Red-tailed 

hawk adds note of wild beauty to an 

urban layout. 

Th� l"loss cour,� open�d in  

the  spring of 1 92 3 , Jnd 30, 505 

rou nds \V�r� played in that 

fi rst year, d�mol 1 ) t ra t i ng  

i l 1 1pr�ssively the  demand for publ ic golf 

fac i l i t ies and sou nding the call for 

fur ther  expansio n .  So, a decade 

later, Boston called on Donald 

R oss aga i n  and he de l i ver�d 

a ga i n ,  t h i s  t i m e  t h e  I S - h o l e  

course 1 n  H yde Park , w h i c h  

opened in  1 93 5-but  n o t  with

out difficul ty. 

"No cour,e l"loss ever did required 

more work to get it to fi t the  l and ," 

stated Bradley S. K le in  in h i, mon um�ntal study 

of the arch it�ct 's car��r, Discol 'cril/.� DOl/aid Ross. 

The proj ect was plagu�d by cost overruns .  " l n iti ,1 1  

budg�t estimatcs of $225 ,000 qu ickly doubled whcn 
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thc fli ll �xtent of the rocky �it� became apparent  

to  engineers," K le in  reported. Streams had to be  

culverted und�r t�1 i rways .Thi rty tons of TNT wer� 

u��d to removc 1 0,000 cubic yards of ledge. The 

hand,ome orman-style c1ubhoU)� alone 

cmt $200,000 .Yct as K le in  d�scribes 

the end resul t ,  " The  golf cours� 

was notorious for both its raw 

bea u ty J nd terror, wi th sharp 

fa l l o ffs ,  ro c k y  o u tcrop"  <1 n d  

marshlands presenting  dang�r, 

to �very goi ter." 

The cour,c was namcd in honor 

of Ceorge Wright, whme cueer i n  

sport s  'p <1 n n ed e i g h t  dccade , .  B o t h  

cours�s thr ived unt i l  the soci.1 1  uphc<1\'J I 'i  of th� 

1 900" when c i ty funding Jnd I l l J in ten .l I l CC  waned .  

By thc mid- 1 970'i, both  had L11len in to di'ir�pair  and 

become an embJrrassm�nt which cr ied for action .  



Whi le  s low in arriving, renewal started, final ly, in 

1 982  when , various other approaches having fai led, 

Boston came to the MGA,  as a non-profit organi

zation , wi th a proposal that i t  lease the George 

Wright course for $ 1  a year and try to manage it back 

to respectabil ity. I t  was an offer the MGA and its 

president ,  Ted Carangelo, i n  the end could hardly 

refuse - the  rescue  of a Donald R oss golf cours 

A l ease was s i gned ,  and  B i l l  F lyn n ,  a fo rmer  

Massachusetts Open champion and  successful pub

l i c- c o u rse  own er/manage r, was reta i n e d .  H e  

embarked o n  a 20-year tour o f  maintenance and 

management which fu lly restored the original lus

tre of the George Wright course. At the same time, 

he  also, on his own, contributed migh ti ly to restora

t ion of the  publ ic course in Frank l in  Park-efforts 

w h i c h  ear n ed h i m  the  M G A 's Fra n k  Se l lman 

D ist inguished Service Award in  1 996 .  

E ffort toward a gr ater good beyond the simple 

playing of the game was 

on ly  beg i n n i ng ,  h ow

ever. In the summer of 

Franklin Park's spacious new 

clubhouse overlooks a generous 

practice putting green, one of 

many amenities bringing the facil

ity in line with the needs and 

desires of a growing golfing public. 

1 992 ,  Tiger Woods, then J 6,  came to the Wollaston 

Golf Club in M i l ton in successful  search of the sec

ond of his three USJunior Amateur Championsh ips, 

and Wollaston officials persuaded him to conduct an 

instructional cl inic at Frankl in Park to help develop 

in terest in the game among urban youth .  Some 

T OO disadvantaged youngsters fj-om the neighborhood 

came, many of them unfami l iar with the game but 

attracted by Woods' fame. From their i nterest and 

presence came an inspiration for the MGA,  nurtured 

especially by Michael ! .  R.eilly, then a member of the 

MGA executive committee and in this centennial 

year i ts pres ident . 

Envis ioning the potential i n  that ,tan at Frankl in 

Park , the MGA took over the cl inic and expanded 

it to three days the next year and to five day, in  1 99+. 





So was born the l nner City Jun ior Golf Program 

and what i s  n ow a year-round ForeK ids Program ,  

benefiting some 3 ,000 boys a n d  girls aged 7 t o  1 7  

state-wide each year-and with enormous poten

tial for the game the M C A  was organized in 1 903 
to " promote." The mission of the program was to 

provide inner  city k ids with an enjoyable, no-cost 

in troduction to the basic fundamentals and values 

of golf  through lessons not only on stance, grip and 

swing but importantly also on rules, honor, etiquette 

and aU the virtues of the game. I nstruction was to 

be provided on a volu nteer basis by professionals 

assisted by leading amateurs and knowledgeable 

coUege students .  

After tVyO years at Frankl in Park, the inner c i ty 

c l in ic  program began i ts expansion: first i n  1 995 to 

serve kids in the Lowell area at Bi l l  Flynn's Windham 

Country Club, then in 1 996 to benefit Springfield 

youngsters at  the Veterans Golf Course (lacer at the 

Francon i a  Golf Course and at  Blunt Park) , in  I 997 

to develop young peopl in the Worcester area at 

Green H i ll Municipal Golf Course-and stil l  more 

recently to Brockton,  Maynard and Pittsfield.These 

clinics accommodated 1 50 to 650 boys and girls each 

day, depending on the site. Local parks and recre

ation departments usually oft-ered golfing privileges 

to graduat ing partic ipants i n  return for n, inor 

labor, including caddieing, golf shop assistance and 

course maintenance. 

Success does not necessarily elirninate problems, 

h owever. I ts nature is often to create new ones.  

The ini tial  success of the inner city clinics presented 

t h e  M G A  wi th  the  problem of how to fee d  

Opposite, counterclockwise 

from top left: A men's after

noon league gets under way at 

George Wright: putting for 

dough: steps from the Norman

style clubhouse lead to 1st tee 

and practice area: stream run

ning through fairway, one of 

many features making George 

Wright " notorious for both Its 

raw beauty and terror." 

year-ro u n d ,  yo u t h fu l  

appeti tes for golf st im

u lated by only a br ief 

sumn,er in troduction to 

the game. A recent study 

by the  N at ional Golf  

Fo u n da t i o n  h a s  e s t i 

mated that only I O  per

cent  of  a l l  you n gsters 

Everybody Loves 
Ponky 
Canton 's Ponkapoag Golf Club is the 
quintesse1 1tial l 1 1 l 1 l l ifor lV /assachusetts 
golfers of all ages and abilities. 

While Franklin Park and George Wright have their fans, 

no public golf course in the Boston area, or indeed in the 

entire state, can match the support that Ponkapoag Golf 

Club in Canton has mustered over the years. "Ponky," as 

it is universally called, is particularly well known as a 

haven for junior golf, having hosted the New England 

.Junior Championship and the Massachusetts CYO .Junior 

Championship for more than 40 years. The long-time 

Ponkapoag golf professional, Ken Campbell ,  is widely 

respected as a veritable Pied Piper of junior golf. 

"To Ziggy, Socks, Bluto and the rest of the addicts at 

Ponkapogue Golf Club, Canton, Mass., where golf is  way 

too much fun," reads the dedication to the 1996 comic 

novel, Missing Links, authored by Sports Illustrated senior 

writer Rick Reilly. The book thinly fictionalizes Ponky 

as "Ponkaquogue Municipal Golf Links and Deli, named by 

Golf Illustrated as 'possibly the worst golf course in 

America.' Ponky is to great golf courses what Spam is 

to the great chefs of Europe, but it had 18 holes most 

days, which was all we needed to contest our friendly 

golfing wagers." 

Of course, course condition is not easy to maintain 

when a club averages 60,000 rounds a year. But this 

Donald Ross layout still commands respect. In  a Boston 

Herald poll taken some years ago of 60 amateurs and 

professionals, Ponky was rated the seventh toughest 

course in the state, after Kittansett, Salem, Winchester, 

Oyster Harbors, Brae Burn and Tedesco. Not bad for a 

course that until recently could be played for under $10. 

"We drank at Ponky, ate at Ponky, argued at Ponky, 

napped at Ponky, lied about sex at Ponky, rolled Serious 

Dice at Ponky, schemed at Ponky, got depressed at Ponky, 

and played golf at Ponky," writes the young narrator of 

Missing Links. "It was hell, but it was home." 
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NO SPIKES . 
BALLROOM 

Though simply furnished, the clubhouse at George 

Wright has an imposing architectural style. It was built 

in the late 1930s at a cost of $200,000, considered 

astronomical at the time. 

in troduced to golf pursue i t ;  i n  the parr icu iJr  ca�e 

of i n ner c i ty boys Jnd g irl s  with l im i ted access to 
golf courses, th i s  estimJte is I l lost probably high .  I t  

also presen ts ,  tortunately, the k ind  of chal lenge the 

M G A  now tr,ldit ional ly accept�. So, i n  1 997 the 

M G A  employed Derek I .  Breau as director ofju

n ior development and brought i ts cont inu ing  edu

cat ion program i nto being i n  1 99 8 ,  offer ing to the 

i nner ci t ies year-round,  no-cost golf i nstruction 

through cooperative arrangements worked out as 

the program developed, first in  Chelsea with the 

Louis H .  Latimer Society, a youth agency ( later with 

the Chelsea Boys and Girls  Club) , and in  Springfield 

with Springfield College. I ts beneficial reach was 

extended the next  year to Cambridge in  cooper

ation with Harvard Un iversi ty ( la ter with M I  T) , 

to  Wo rc es te r  t h ro u g h  t h e  Bayard D e M a l l i e  

M emoria l  Golf  Foundation ,  t o  Boston in  cooper

a t ion  wi th  C i tyGolf, and  to L owell a n d  N ew 

Bedford through the Boys and Girls Cl ubs there. 

It may be ind icative of the response, general ly, to 

this  program that by 200 1 ,  when Salem was added, 

the Salem Boys and Girls Club built the tirst indoor 

gol f room of its k i nd  to accom modate i t .  
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Fun and Gallles 
at Franklin Park 
Scenes from the MGA 5 ForeKids 
Program ) JlIly 1 4 )  2000 

Inspired by a clinic the young Tiger Woods gave 

following his U.S. Junior Amateur triumph at 

Wollaston in 1992, the Massachusetts Golf 

Association started a series of clinics for inner 

city children that has turned a new generation on 

to the joys (and frustrations) of the game of golf. 







P O R T R A I T  O F  
T H E  A R C H I T E C T  A S  

A Y O U N G  M A N 

Donald Ross cal1 1e to Massach l lsetts a greellkeeper il1 overalls 
and practically fiat broke} b l l t  after sewing at Oakley and Essex } he went 01 1 
to create the greatest go!f course empire 01 1 earth . B Y  B R A D L E Y  S .  K L E I N  

O L F  H A D  B E E  introduced to 

the Uni ted States only six years 

before Donald Ross arrived here, 

yet he'd long been confident i t  

would be huge."When [ was 

a you ng man in Scotland," he  later wrote, 

" [  read about  A m er i c a  a n d  t h e  

American businessman absorbed in  

mak ing  money. [ knew the  day 

would come when the American 

bus inessman wou ld  relax and  

want  some game to  p lay, and [ 

knew that game would be golf. 

I read about the start of golf i n  

the United States, and knew there 

would be a great future in it, so [ 

Opposite at top: Oakley's 4th hole is 

a 513-yard par-5. Below: Between 

No. 4 and No. 5, a mound, originally 

created to dispose of rocks plucked from 

fairway locations, has become a striking visual 

element. Inset: The 011 painting of Donald Ross in the 

Oakley clubhouse, by J. Michael Carter, is based on 

what is believed to be the earliest photograph taken of 

Ross in the United States. 

learned al l  I could about the game: teaching, play

ing, c lubmaking, green keeping and course con

struction . And then I came to America to grow up 

with a game in  which I had complete confidence." 

However, i t  took an American to persuade 

h im to move. Robert Wilson, a H arvard 

professor of astronomy who was a 

guest at Dornoch in  r 89 8 ,  invi ted 

Ross to come to his own club, 

O a k l ey C o u n try C l u b  I n  

Watertown, Massachusetts. Ross 

set sail for ew York the next 

Apri l ,  then took the tra in  to 

Bosto n .  H e  walked t h e  fou r  

m i l es from o u t h  Stat ion to 

Wilson's home in Cambridge. 

The n ext day, Ross went  over to 

see Oakley, where he  was to be golf 

professional and green keeper. 

R oss quickly set to work on rebuild-

ing what was an I I -hole course i n to an 1 8-

hole layout.The 5 ,901  -yard, par-72 course was a bit  

cramped, and some holes had to be shoehorned i n .  

From the second green, golfers walked along <1 200-
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yard wooded path through adjoin ing property that 

brought them to the th ird tee. The sixth hole fea

tured a deep punch-bowl green set in a hollow that 

was six feet below the surrounding playing sUlface. 

To protect players on the green from players on the 

fa i rway who cou ldn ' t see t h e m ,  c l ub  offi c i a l s  

planted a 30-foot-h igh flagpole on  a mound behind 

the green.The pole served as a sem.aphore that play

ers re-set once they'd holed out, and a directional aid. 

Some changes in the rout ing of the new course 

were made in 1 909 - 1 9 1 0 ,  presumably by R oss. 

Other changes were made to the golf course i n  1 9 1 5 ,  

five years after Ross last worked there. Sti l l ,  a visi

tor today to the 6 ,029-yard, par-70 Oakley layout 

can experience some I I  holes that are basically 

attr ibutable to R oss. Holes I to 5 and 10 to 15 

owe n1.ost of their current shape to his handiwork, 

as  do the present 6 th ,  8 th and 1 7 th greens .  As 

i n  al l  such cases, much change has i n tervened. How 

much of i t  is " natural " and how much is due to 

h u man i ntervent ion cannot be easily answered, 

owing  to the character of such transformations. 

There are, for example, far 

more trees, and taLler ones 

too, than in  Ross' day. 

T h e  c l u b 's rep u ta t ion  

grew steadily. [ n  1 903 , the 

c l u b  became a fo u n d i n g  

member o f  the Massachusetts 

Golf Association, and in 1 905 , 

Donald Ross, represent ing 

Oakley, won the inaugural 

Massachusetts Open. In 1 909, 

the club hosted that event .  

Ross returned to Scotland 

i n  N ove mber  of 1 904 .  A 

month later he married Janet 

Conchie, to whom he had 

been engaged for seven years, 

and she returned with him 

Opposite: Oakley's first clubhouse, 

originally a private residence 

designed by master architect Charles 

Bulfinch, is  commemorated in a 40-

foot mural inside the present club

house, seen (below) from the 16th 

tee, a 334-yard uphill par-4. 

Above: Trophies capture some of 

Oakley's storied past. 

to the U.S. Now comfortably ensconced in h is post 

at Oakley, he was able to free h imself each winter 

and spend November through Apri l  at a new prop

erty then under development 111 the SandhiLls of 
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Donald Ross on "Pay
As-You-Play" Golf 
Tile fo11o I Ilillg is fro I I I  Golf Has N ever Failed Me, 
n collectioll of writillgs col l lpleter! vy Ross I I lIIile workillg 

nt Onkley nl lr! Essex, Vl l t  I IOt  pllvlisller! II II til tile 1 9905. 

T
H E R E  I S  N O  G O O D  R E A O N  why the label "a rich 

man's game" should be hung on golf. The game 

had i ts  origin with the shepherd, who used hjs crook 

and a baU to whi le  away the time while the sheep grazed . 

I n  my own native country, the shop workers and mi l l  work

ers throng the l i nks ,  for which their annual dues amount to 

about 50 cents, and their total annual expenrutures to no more 

than 5 .  On account  of climatic condit ions and greater in i

tial expense, i t  could hardly be expected that  the average cost 

would be qui te so small in th is country, but it need not be 

made greater than the pur e of any man could afford. 

The  development of municipal golf  courses i s  the out

standjng feature of the game in America today. I t is the great

est step ever taken to make it the game of the people, as it 

should be. The  municipal courses are all moneymakers, and 

big moneymakers. [ am naturally conservative, yet [ am cer

tain that in a few years we wiU see golf  p layed much more 

general ly than is  even played now. 

I also see a bril l iant future for the pay-as-you-enter golf 

courses of Amer ica ,  a tremendously b ig  n ew industry. 

There is such a course down in Brockton, M assachusetts, and 

i t  could not begin to handle aU those who wished to play thi 

past season . . .  One in Providence has done very well i ndeed. 

M iniature golf courses have made many thousands eager 

to play golf who never have 

played i t  before. Driv ing 
Clockwise from top: The 

sharp dogleg par-4 18th at 

Essex, 408 yards, a classic 

finishing hole for either 

stroke or match play, with 

a green falling off on three 

sides to test the approach 

shot; No. 7, a 140-yard 

par-3, its green protected 

by water and bunkers; the 

crest of Essex County Club 

as seen over the entrance. 

ranges have helped create a 

den"land for the public pay

as-you-play golf  courses of 

regulation length of which 

I speak. 

T h e  pay-as-yo u - p l ay 

golf courses aJJ over the east 

are doing remarkably big 

business. 
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Although the sequence of 

holes has been altered, the 

shape of the holes remains 

consistent with Donald Ross' 

original vision, making Essex 

County Club "one of the few 

pure untouched Ross gems to 

be found in all of golf." 

ccntral North Carolin,l .  

T h i s ,  of  cour�c ,  was 

P ineh urst ,  foundcd sev

cral years earl icr by Jamcs 

W. Tufts . At this timc,Tufts 

had a summer home in M cdford, Massach uscm-

as did a few members Jt Oakley. When he told them 

of his quest to find somconc to run his new golfoper

ation ,  they recommended R.os�.Tufts met with R.m� 

at h is M edford home and the deal was done. The 

affi l iation boosted I� oss' reputation considerably. 

Perhaps it was thc fi nancial burden of havi ng to 

support a chi ld-daughter L i llian having becn born 

in October 1 909-01' �imply could have been that 

II �easol1'i at Oakley had begun to wear thin and it 

was t ime, as the sayi ng goe�, to change the scenery. 

W hatever the motive, I�o\, made a big deci�ion latc 

in 1 909.  H e  left Oakley and signed on as head pro

fessional at the Essex County Club, 30 mib to the 

x 0 A ( ( ) M 'VI 0 N W [ A l T I I  ( )  I' c: ( )  l r [ R S 

northeast in a Currier 0: I ves- Iooking town called 

Manchester-by-the- ca .  There he took up resi

dence in a home adjacent to  the golf  course, j ust 

beh ind what would becol 1 1e the 1 5 th tee. 

Essex had been founded in 1 893 as a summer 

retreat for wealthy Bmtonian . I t  was a fasc inat ing 

tract, what with i ts heavily wooded areas i n ter

spersed with exposed ledge and vast deposits of 

sandy soi l .  A three-story Sh innecock-style roofed 

clubhouse stood at the center of the property. R.oss 

had first seen the site in 1 908 ,  when a member, 

George Wil lett ,  had brough t h im there to oversee 

,1 complete redesign ofthc club's existing golfcoursc. 

Construct ion was bonc-crush ing  work for thc  

I rish laborers who rebui lt  sscx .  R.ocks h ,l d  to be 

blasted, then harnessed by dcrricks or pul ley and 

rope, fi nal ly to  bc dr,lgged ,1W3Y on horsc-drawn 

sled�. Bl ind holes were less a str3tegic choicc than 

a m,J (ter of adapting to the topography and to the 



D onald Ross Golf Courses in Massachusetts 
Dates indicate year desigll completed. Compiled by Bradley S. Kleil1 . 

Bass River Country Club 1914 

Brae Burn Country Club 1912 

Belmont Country C lub 1918 

Concord Country Club 1915 

Cohasse Country Club 1916 

Charles River Country Club 1921 

Commonwealth Golf Club 1921 

Cohasset Golf Club 1922 

Essex County Club 1909 

Ellinwood Country Club 1920 

Franklin Park Golf C lub 1922 

George Wright Golf Club 1938 

Greenock Golf Club 1927 

Hyannisport Club 1936 

Island Golf Club* 1913 

Kernwood Country Club 1914 

Ludlow Country Club 1920 

Longmeadow Country Club 1921 

Merrimack Valley Golf Club 1906 

Nantucket Golf Links* 1917 

Country Club of New Bedford 1924 

North Andover Country Club 1920 

Oakley Country C lub 1900 

Oak Hill Country Club 1921 Toy Town Tavern Golf Club* 1924 

Oyster Harbors Club 1927 Vesper Country Club 1919 

Pocasset Golf Club 1916 Wachusett Country Club 1911 

Country Club of Pittsfield 1921 Wellesley Golf Club 1911 

Petersham Country Club 1922 Wlanno Golf Club 1913 

Plymouth Country Club 1929 Worcester Country Club 1913 

Ponkapoag Golf Club (No. 1)  1931 Winchester Country Club 1916 

Ponkapoag Golf Club (No. 2) 1939 Weston Golf Club 1916 

Springfield Country Club 1924 Whaling City Golf Course 1920 

Salem Country Club 1925 Waltham Golf Club * 1921 

Sandy Burr Country Club 1925 Wyckoff Park Golf Course 1923 

Tatnuck Country Club 1930 Whitinsville Golf Club 1925 

Tedesco Country Club 1937 Woodland Golf Club 1928 

The Orchards Golf Club 1922 *No longer in existence 

Left: The house where Donald Ross lived while serving as golf professional at Essex is 

still in its original location behind the 15th tee. A bove: A stereopticon now in the 

collection of the Francis Ouimet Library al lowed students of golf to observe Ross' 

exemplary swing in three dimensions. 
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l imits of human engineering. 

By necessity as much as by 

choice, Ross rel ied upon the 

native contours to give Essex its 

otherworldly character. Perhaps 

another rou t ing  might  h ave 

avoided blind shots, although i t  

i s  impossible to imagine  how. 

I n  any case, I:z.oss' new layout 

in corporated th ose features.  

Consistent with the th inking of 

the day, such holes were never considered to be "unfair." I ndeed, 

for a devout,  God-fear ing Presbyterian ,  there was no such th ing 

as  unfair. There was l ife, and golf  was no smaU part  of i t ,  so that  

a gol fer simply accepted the fate that  luck-or grace-bestowed. 

The work dragged on,  with Ross and the club complet ing a 

few holes each year.Though Ross h imself left as gol f  professional 

after the 1 9 1 3  season- his home remains to this day- he made 

Club champions and other winners have a place of honor in the grill  

room at Essex. Top: Plaques honoring winners of the famous Essex 

Four-Ball; after the happy idea of consolation events was conceived for 

this four-ball in 1915, the format caught on at clubs throughout the 

state and beyond. Opposite: The men's locker room at Essex County 

Club is a relaxed retreat infused with tradition. 
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several return visits before finally completin g  the 

redesign i n  T 9 T 7 ·  
The Ross course, 6,308 yards long, i s  to a n  unusu

al degree intact today.There have been a few changes, 

inc luding the relocation of one green and the shift

ing of several tees. And  the sequence of holes has 

also been substantial ly a l tered - to create two loops 

of returning n ines, rather than the truncated l i nks-

Opposite: A glass positive in 

the office of Essex County 

Club superintendent Patrick 

Kriksceonaltis shows Beatrix 

Hoyt driving on the 7th hole at 

Essex during the final of the 

Women's National Amateur in 

1897. A bove: A contemporary 

Essex member successfully 

gets off the 1st tee, his 

Labrador retriever mimicking 

his every move. 

style ordering that Ross 

planned. But the shape of 

the holes is for all i n tents 

and purposes identical , 

th ereby mak ing  Essex 

o n e  of the few p u re 

untouched Ross gems

a l o n g  w i t h  P i n eh urs t  

NO. 2 - to be found i n  

a l l  o f  golf 

By n ow R oss  was 

making his  mark upon the golf world . The former 

green keeper i n  overalls from Dornoch had come a 

very long way. H e  was well estabbshed as a head pro

fessional ,  first at Oakley, then at Essex,  with a win

ter affi l iation at Pinehurst that helped further spread 

h i s  name. At each job, he also got to try his hand at 

course design . [ n  1 9 1 3 ,  he made the biggest deci

sion of his l i fe .  He gave up the I j fe ofa gol f profes

sional and greenkeeper, and went fu ll t ime i n to golf 

course design , wintering stil l in Pinehurst but sum

mering in  N ew England .  It was to be the pattern 

of l i fe as he  wen t  on to create the greatest golf 

course empire on eart h .  

Bradley . };Ieill is fOl l l ldil lg edilor 4 Superin tendent 

N ews nl ld nrc/, ilect l lre edilor (�f Golfw ek . His book, 

Discovering Donald Ross, I l 'ns pl lblished il l  2001 by 

Sleepill<Q Benr Press. This nrric/e or(Qil l t ?IIy t?ppeared i l l  rhe 

1 999 u . s. Opell Ch(//lIpiol lsllljJ Pro,lflwl I .  
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If the Golf Shoe Fits . • • 

. . .  it must have been made in Brockton ,  in its glory days the shoe capital of the UJorld. 

A M E R I C A ' s S H O E M A K I N G  I N D U S T R Y  

began in  Massachusetts, and by the late r 800s 

was the state's largest employer. Brockton and sur

rounding towns specialized in men's shoes, while the 

area north of Boston was known for women's shoes. 

Johnny Farrell Says 

� 

1 d for all occasions 

�O 0 t J OV the shoe smardy sty e 

and foot muscles t \ ",0 . "., 0'" 1. ' 11 keep your leg . 
ff he golf course, W1 

h r Di {{erent" 1S 
on or 0 t . "The Shoe t a S JJ' 

f from strain and fattgue. 
. . cal man absolutely 

ree . ke any C[1tl 

f ble it wlll ma 
sO com orta 

shoes 
the claims of other 

indifferent to 

Brockton alone had 75 factories that made shoes and 

another 60 factories that made i tems related to shoes .  

N o  wonder they caUed i t  "Shoe Ci ty." 

Burt  & Packard, a B rockton shoemakin g fir m  

founded i n  1 857 ,  was taken over in  the early 1 900S 

by an avid golfer named Perley Flint, who re-named 

the company Field & Flint. B esides continuing to 

produce men 's dress shoes, F l in t  expanded in to 

spiked shoes for golfers. I n  1923  he  conducted a 

contest among his  employees to find a name for 

his fledgling golf shoe line.The winning entry was 

" Foot-Joy." The brand name has survived to this 

day, albeit without the hyphen ,  a recent change. 

The first U.S. Ryder Cup team in  1927  wore 

FootJoy shoes. Field & Fl int  continued to bui ld 

brand recogni tion in  the late 1 920S and 1 93 0S by 

ent ic ing young touring p ros ,  i n clud ing B e n  

Dick and Bill Tarlow turned a family-owned 

men's dress shoe company into the global golf 

shoe manufacturer, Foot.Joy. Left: Foot.Joy ad 

from the 1920s. Top of paqe: The Mammoth 

Shoe Co. factory in Brockton was owned by for

mer Massachusetts Governor W. L. Douglas. 
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H ogan , Sam S n ead ,  Byron 

Nelson and Jug McSpaden,  to 

wear FootJoys .  [ n  the  early 

1 95 0S ,  the Charles A. Eaton 

Company of Brockton suc

cessful ly promoted a l ine  of 

golf shoes using the Etonic 

brand name. 

I n  1 957 ,  Field & Flint was 

sold to the Stone & Tarlow 

C o m p a ny, yet a n o t h e r  

B rockton  shoe  manufac

turer. At  that time Stone & 

Tarlow produced 275 ,000 

pairs of  dress shoes annu-

ally.The much smaller Field & 

FRENCfl. SHRINER & URNER 
"TWIN-GRlp1, GOLF OXFORDS 

he's "from 
Missouri " 

HORTQ 5 N � I /TH .  sensa t ion of I a n d  you nges t  me m ber of t 
t le season 's pla y. 

n a rura l l y  wea rs "T . G he R yder Cup tea m Wln- "'ps " , 
Yet. com i n g  from M '  . '  

tha r thcse fa mous g
���O�; ' .  he had to be sho w n  

h i m bcsr i n  rhe d 
10�S wo u l d stan d by 

p l a y .  
rugge gOi ng o f  tou r n a m en t  

HORTON 5,\.1 1 1'1- 1 i s  on l  o f  lead i n g  pros a n d 
y onc of the thousa nds " T ' . a m a tcu rs w I  h I n  wIn-Grips " (' I  " d 

10 a Ve fou n d  
d b "  lCI [ I cal of t 1 ura t i l t )'. a n d  ccrt l i n e ' ( f  

:� y e. co m fort .  • ) 0 OOl l n g. �.,·a i lahJe in mUll)' styles ,Ind (',I t h('",,,,, III nn." of O u r  !1hops 

Flint produced 80,000 pairs of shoes, evenly split 

between dress and golf. Key executives of the 

newly merged enti ty, D ick and Bill Tarlow, both 

avid golfers (Bill captained the Dartmouth golf 

team) , decided the future of the combined 

firms was in  golf and devoted their efforts 

exclusively to developing the golf shoe busi

ness.With I ke in the White H ouse and Arnie 

on tour, this turned out to be a bri ll iantly 

timed strategy. 

When Julius Boros won the US. Open 

atThe Country Club in 1963 ,  he was wear

ing FootJoys, as were the vast majority of 

golfers in  the field, and the company has 

continued to claim market donunance, 

through the thick and thin of corporate 

takeovers and global econonucs , just as 

the sprawling old factory building on 

Field Street in  Brockton continues to 

PI'CK OF 
"The Tourn 

THe PI!!JJOs tOllff! ament Shoe" � 
The �ment after . . worn by 

turn out its  h igh-end footwear for 

golfers, one pair at a time. 

Golf shoe ads from the 1920s (top) and 

the 1960s had In common the endorse

ment of well-known touring pros. 

Golf 
8m, Crosb , . Sta�

o
�e

e��: mOre profeSSionals ness' Seagram Cu;
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� .. 
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N E W  L I F E  
F O R  O L D  C O U R S E S 

While some Massachusetts golf clubs have beeu lost to neglect, 
adversity or just plain bad luck over the years, others !Iave del l 10 l lstrated 

a remarkable capacity Jor growth al ld rejuvenation . 

E C L B was a mecca for black 

golfers in the age of Jim Crow 

and segregatio n ,  the other a 

weekend think tank for high

powered corporate executives. 

Both clubs have more twists and turns in their h is

the Federal, Greek Revival, I talianate and French 

Second Empire periodsThe house was built by John 

Randall, a prominent Boston physician, shortly after 

marryi ng Elizabeth Wells ,  the gran ddaughter of 

American Revolution hero Samuel Adams, and was 

used primarily as a country retreat. The house and 

the land remained in the 

RandaU family for sev

eral generations . 

Fast-forward to the 

year 1 92 6 ,  when an  

A fr i c a n  - A m e r  i c a n  

en trepre n e u r  named 

R.obert H .  Hawkins put 

toge t h e r  $ 6 , 0 0 0  a n d  

assumed a pre-existing 

tory than a course fi.ill of 

doglegs, but they have 

survived and prospered, 

a n d  today t h ey are 

thriving centers of golf 

with new owners, fresh 

i mages and loyal fol

lowings. In  fact Stow 

Acres Country Club in 

Stow a n d  T h e  I n ter

national Golf lub in 

Bolton, both of which 

started as rustic 9-hole 

layouts nearly a centu ry 

The oldest parts of the clubhouse at Stow Acres date from 

1800. Opposite: This 4ZS-yard par-4 on the North Course 

at Stow Acres requires an approach shot over water. 

[ 0 ,000  mortgage i n  

purchasing the 1 90-acre 

estate of Dr. John Witt 

Randal l .  He turned the 

ago, now each boast two ou tstanding I 8 -hole  

c o u rse s .  T h e i r  very ex i s tence  i s  proof  of the  

inherent resil ience and comeback-kid personality 

of golf in  the Commonwealth.  

The story of Stow Acres is as diverse as the archi

tectural styles of i ts clubhouse, an edifice dating 

back to around [ 800 and containing elements fi'om 

Stow site into Mapledale Country Club, a club fea-

turing n ine holes of golf, tennis courts and horse

back riding trails . Black golfers and their famil ies 

flocked to the club, some from great distances. 

An avid golfer h imself, Hawkins had been a 

caddie growing up in Massachusetts and later in  

Vermont, after h i s  family l 1 10ved there in [ 902 .  As 
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former Boston Globe reporter John H .  Kennedy tells the story 

in his book, A COll rse of T heir 011'11: 
"After high school he went to work at everal country 

clubs in  Vermont before he became general manager of 

Sandy Burr  Country lub, the first black to reach that posi

tion in  New England .  At Sandy Burr, he got the idea of 

owning his own country club for egroes." 

With Mapledale, Hawkin realized his  dream . And start

ing in 1 926, through the organizing skills of two black physi

cians who were avid golfers from Wash i ngto n ,  D. 

Mapledale hosted the first national golf tournaments held 

for blacks, sponsored by a brand-new organ ization called the 

United Golfers Association . 

"The fledgling organization was an attempt to gather sup

porters of golf together, to play tournaments ,  to have a 

social center for their love for the game," recounted Kennedy. 

"Golf was predominantly a game for whites-in large part 

because of segregation and economic 

demands -but it was no longer their 

exclusive preserve." 

The third Negro National staged at 

Mapledale in 1928 included both a pro

fessional and amateur division. Hawkins 

wanted to make sure that all the par

ticipants enjoyed themselves, and that 

year's National offered, in addition to 

the purse for professionals, prizes for the 

longest drive, the best dressed golfer 

and the "best looking set of golf clubs," as well as a dinner 

dance. The winner was Stow Acres' own golf professional, 

Paul Washington , who went on to win the Negro ational 

three more times. (In I 953,Washington founded the Boston 

Pro-Am Golf Association,  a multi-ethn ic  group of golf 

enthusiasts who played primarily at Franklin Park . )  

Unfortunately, with the Depression Hawkin couldn't keep 

Mapledale afloat .  " H e  was forced to re l inqui sh  al l  but a 

Opposite, clockwise from top: Not a slicer's hole, the 417-yard 

par-4 15th hole on Stow Acres North, a sharp dogleg left; 

readying the fleet for action; blasting from sand on the 415-yard 

par-4 17th, another dogleg left; finishing hole rituals. 

Inset: Stow Acres owner Walter Lankau has long been active in 

Massachusetts Golf Association affairs. 
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small in terest i n  i t ," reported Pete McDaniel in h i s  

book Ullevell Lies, TIle Heroic Story if .r4Fical l -Alllerical ls 
ill Colf. " I n 1 929,  M apledale became Stow Golf and 

Country Club, a public faci l i ty which blacks sti l l  fre

quented but could no longer call their own ." 

The I n ternational Golf Club in the rol l ing h ills 

of Bolton first entered the spotlight in the 1 950S as 

the longest golf course i n  the world ,  measuring 

8 , 040 yards from i ts "super  championsh ip"  or 

" ti ger" tees .  The  monster was the brainch i ld  of 

Albert H.  Surprenant of Boston and Cl inton, who 

had made h is fortune in the manufacture of plastic 

insula ted wire and cable for guided m.issi les and air

craft .  I n  1 953 he had purchased a 500-acre tract of 

l and  in  Bolton,  Lancaster and C l i n ton that in

c luded the rune-hole Runaway Brook Golf Club, 

first organized in  190I and now al l  but abandoned. 

Surprenant h ired Geoffrey Cornish to design the 

new course and i t  opened for play i n  T 957·The tee-

i n g  a reas a l o n e  averaged 

8 ,000 square feet-as big or 

bigger than the average green 

at many c lubs.Two holes, the 

5th and the J 2th, measured 

more than 6 5 0  yards .  ( I n  

Both tee and green on The Inter

national's Oaks par-4 7th hole, 

measuring 431 yards, are elevated; 

it is one of nine holes with large 

sandy waste areas as well as con

ventional sand bunkers. Opposite: 

An early-morning view of No. 5 at 

The Oaks, a 341-yard par-4 with 

its well-bunkered elevated green. 

J 972, after Robert Tren t  Jones, Sr. , re-designed the 

course, the layout measured 8 , 325 yards.) 

The new cou rse was ch ristened Su rprenant  

Na t ional  Golf  and  Country C lub, but  Franc i s  

Ouimet reportedly convinced the  owner to  change 

i t  to someth i n g  s impler, and  i t  was re-named 

Runaway Brook, i n  honor  of the first golf course 

on the s i te. In 1 96 1 , when I n ternational Telephone 

&. Telegraph acqu ired Surprenant's manufacturing 

plan t in Cl int o n ,  ownership of the club passed to 
I TT. At  that t ime [�unaway Brook was re-named 

The l nt ernational .Through i t� Sheraton hotel divi

sion ,  I TT developed a business conference center 

A c o  1\\ M 0 N \V [A l T 1 1  ( )  J ( ,  ( )  l J l R S Y Y 



No. 3 on The International's 

Oaks course, designed by Tom 

Fazio, is an uphill 352-yard 

par-4 with bunkers on the right 

side. Opposite: No. 4, with its 

magnificent view toward west

ern Massachusetts, is a 172-

yard one-shotter, severely 

downhill. Inset: Tee marker 

with symbol of The Oaks. 

a n d  5 3 - room lodge on t h e  

grounds which continues oper

ation to this day albeit under new 

ownersh ip. Club president and 

co-own r D a n i el Weadoc k ,  a 

Over the years Stow Acres a lso changed owner

s h i p  severa l  t i m e s .  I n  1 95 4 ,  t h e  Page s ,  t h re e  

brothers from Waltham, bought t h e  property and 

expanded the course rrom 9 holes  to i ts  present 

36-hole layout .  The cou rse was again  sold in  19 6 

rormer I TT executive, 

a long w i th  h i s  partner  a n d  general 

manager, Brian Lynch ,  bought the 
-

to Wal ter  L a n k a u  a n d  R oger Kane ,  J r. 

Lankau became sole owner i n  2002 . An --- extensive renovation of the clubhouse 

took place in the meantime, re tor

ing the old R.andall home tead to i ts 

former grandeur. 

c lub in  1 999· 

Shepherding in an excit ing new 

phase atThe I n ternational ,  the part

ners opened a second 1 8-hole course 

i n  200 T . The 6,900-yard, par-72 Oaks, 

J �� i;�'.;.� 
. .. " 

. . 
' . - , 

� ' , 
I n  1 995 , tow Acres hosted the 70th 

staging orthe U . .  Amateur Public L inks 

a i t  i s  ca l led,  i s  the first layout i n  N ew 

England  to be designed by the  accla imed golr  

course arch i tect Tom Fazio (although he put in one 

other profess ional  s t in t  in  M assachusetts in the 

mid- 1 970s, h elp ing h is un cle and mentor, George 

Fazio, develop Wollaston Golf Club in M i lton) . 

1 0 0 A C O M M O N W C A l T H o r  G O l l- E n s  

Championship on i ts orc h  Course, the  

first Massachusetts c lub  to  do so, and an appropri

ate choice.  H istory-or th ' sort Mapledale gol fers 

especially would appreciate-had been made i n  

this event in 1 959 ,  when Wi ll iam A . Wright became 

the first Afi:ican-AI l l t:rican winner ofa U GA tit le. 





Old Enough to Drive 
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Scenes from tIle Massachusetts Junior A mateur 
CI/ ( / 1 r Ipiol lship) ] 3-al 1d- l I 1 1der division 

D E D I-l A M  C O U N T R Y  A N D  P O L O  C L U B ,  A U G U S T 8 ,  2 0 0 0  

The 2000 championship was 

the fourth Junior Amateur that 

Dedham hosted, the others 

taking place in 1965, 1983 and 

1990. The club itself dates back 

to the first decade of the 20th 

century. It came into 

existence on May 19, 

1910, as a result of a 

merger between the 

Norfolk Country Club 

and the Dedham Polo 

Club. The Dedham club was 

devoted exclusively to polo and 

was located near the center of 

Dedham. Although it had three 

polo fields, there was no room 

for expansion as land in this 

area became more and'more 

scarce. Meanwhile, the Norfolk 

club owned 83 acres near the 

Dedham/Westwood town line 

and offered nine holes of golf, 

tennis, polo and a clubhouse. 

Donald Ross had designed the 

nine holes in 1902. In 1920 the 

club reorganized and purchased 

more land. Seth 

Raynor was hired to 

design 10 new holes on 

this land; he also 

revised the original 

nine into a new layout 

of eight holes. By 1925, the new 

10 holes were ready to play and 

Dedham had a challenging 18-

hole course. Since that time 

some changes were made to 

various holes. In 1996 the club 

decided to create a master plan 

for restoring the course to 

Raynor's original 1920 design. 





C H A M P I O N S H I P  V E N U E  

F O R T H E  A G E S  

The ( (honored old holes " of The Coul 1 try Club have tested golfers 
of every stripe for more than a century. 

H E R E ' S S O M E T H I N G both guiet

ening and ceremonial about the 

l o n g ,  w i n d i n g  dr ive  o n t o  t h e  

grounds of T h e  Country Club in 

leafy, suburban Brookline. I n  the 

Open in 1 9 1 3 ,  prompting "excited women to tear 

bunches ofAowers from their bodies and hurl them 

at the youthful winner," reported the Nell,york Times. 
Ouimet alJ but sealed his victory with a birdie on 

the 1 7th hole .  Reporting for the Times of London,  

Bernard Dan;vin conveyed this  

transcendent moment in  golf 

h istory as follows: 

time it takes a visitor to pass the 

guard house with its drowsy 

sentry (a manneguin in uni

form) , traverse the 15 th fain;yay 

and arrive at the club's central 

compound of yellow-painted 

clapboard bui ldings ,  the golf 

course i tself radiating beyond 

them in park-like vistas, the 

day 's cares seem to recede .  

Feel ing a lmost  obl igated to 

relax, the visitor slows down 

mentally and emotionally. H e  

nuy even reach t o  turn off his 

cell phone, and that's a good 

idea, too. Cell phones are for

bidden here as an intolerable 

breach of the peace. 

The 418-yard 18th hole finishes in front of 

a classically facaded locker building, built in 

1915 for $45,000. Opposite: Trophies on a 

fireplace mantel in the clubhouse include 

one with the figure of a squirrel, the club's 

"The long l ine of specta

tors stretched the whole length 

of the hole. The green looked 

l ike a black ampitheater.There 

was an agonizing moment or 

two of waiting while the crowd 

was c leared away. Then  M r. 

O u i m e t  h i t  a grand  d r i ve 

straight down the mjddle of 

t h e  c o ur s e  w h i l e  Vardon 

hooked h i s  in to t h e  rou g h  

grass . [ I n  those days, amateurs 

were accorded the respectfu l  

" Mr." by journalists , willie pro

fess iona l s  were no t .  - Ed. ]  

Not that serenity always pre
emblem. 

vails. I n  fact there have been historic moments of 

high raucousness on this golf course, as when Francis 

Ouimet triumphed over the British superstars,Vardon 

and Ray, in the famous rainswept playoff for the U.S. 

Then Vardon made a desperate 

effort ,  but the ball plunged into the bunker. Then 

came another dramatic pause whi le  the  referee  

through his megaphone besought veryone to be 

guiet .  Mr. Ouimet took a practice swing with his  
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i ron ,  then h i t  the ball true as steel straight for the 

pin . . .  M r. Ouimet laid h i s  th ird stone dead, tapped 

the n ext one in to the hole, and was straightaway 

whirl ed off h i s  feet and carr ied shoulder h igh by 

the crowd, who cared noth ing for the state of the 

last putting green." 

[ n  circumstances of eerie similarity 86 years later, 

pan demon i u m  aga I n  

broke out o n  the 1 7th at 
Counterclockwise from top 

left: Scenes from club life 

include shoeshine protocol, 

the lesson tee, a glimpse of the 

ladies' locker room, and, 

adorning a wall in the club

house, A. B. Frost drawings 

and the original golf clubs of 

J. Murray Forbes, who founded 

the club in 1882. Above: The 

17th green, where history was 

made In 1913, when Ouimet 

closed out Vardon and Ray in 

the Open, and again in 1999, 

when Justin Leonard sank a 

45-foot birdie putt to sink the 

Europeans in the Ryder Cup. 

Brookl ine when Just in 

Leonard holed a 4S-foot 

putt to assure victory for 

the U.S. side in the 1 999 

Ryder Cup. The spon

taneous celebrat ion by 

the American team and 

ga lleries, nearl y  S O ,OOO 

strong, d id  not sit well 

with some E u ropeans,  

particu larly as i t  forced L eonard's opponent, Jose 

Maria Olazabal ,  to wait an undue amount of time 

for the green to clear so that he could attempt h is 

match-ty ing put t ,  wh ich  h e  narrowly m i ssed .  

Afterwards one English columnist went so far as  to 

caU the Americans "repulsive people, charmless, 

rude, cocky, mercenary, humorless, ugly . . .  as odious 

in victory as they are unsport ing in  defeat." 

U.S. team captain Ben Crenshaw begged to dif

fer, later describing what had happened both in 1 9 1 3  

and 1 999 as " t\,vo improbable events celebrated with 

unbel ievable passion and emotion ," and adding, 

"Ouimet didn't need to spend the rest ofms l ife apol

ogizing. Nei ther should I .  Neither should my team." 

Few golf clubs can lay claim to hosting so many 

major golf events asThe Country Club-a total of 

1 3  national championships in the 20th century, plus 

two Walker C up matches ( in  1 9J 2  and 1973 ) and 

the aforementioned r�yder Cup. The "honored 
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The lounge in the men's locker room 

is filled with memorabilia of the major 

golf events held at The Country Club. 

Below riqht: Luis Garcia serves up 

a cold apres-golf beverage for club 

member Bill Cornish. 

old holes" of the Brookl ine 

layout ,  in H erbert WJrren 

Wind 's fel ic i to us phrase, 

seem especiaLly su i table for match play, for JS he 

pointed out ,"th ei r  rugged fa irways and their amaz

ing variety of perched, canted :l I 1d contoured greens 

demand shotnlaking that is both fuL l-blooded and 

tidy every step of the way." 

The string began in  1 902 with the U. S .Women 's 

Amateur, or the N ational Women 's Tournament as 

i t  was t h e n  ca l l ed . Genev i eve H e cker  of  t h e  

Apawamjs Club i n  Rye, New York, the 1 90 J  cham

pion ,  defeated The Coun try Club's own Louisa 

WeLls in the fi nal ,  -+ and 3 .  Coverage of women's golf 

was slightly condescending in those early days . " I t  

was a n  excellen t  dr ive for a woman ," wrote one 

reporter. "She proceeded practically to throw Jway 

the match ," noted another. Si nce that t ime two 

Women's Amateur championsh ips have been held 

here, one i n  ' 9-+ 1 ,  won by El izabeth H icks Newel l ,  

1 1 0 A C O M M O N W E A L T H  o r  G O L F E R S  

the other i n  1 995 , won by Kell i  K uehne .  

In  1 9 1 0  the club hosted i ts fi rst U.S.  Amateur 

C hampionship. I t  was won by Wi l l i am C. Fown es, 

j r. , who h appened to be co-design er, w i th  h is 

father, H enry, of another early American landmark 

course, Oakmont Coun try C lub  in P i ttsburgh . 

Other N ational Amateurs at Brookl in e  were won 

by jess Sweetser in 1 9 2 2 ,  Lawson L i ttle ,Jr. , in 1 93 -+ ,  

H iL lman R..obbins ,jr. , i n  1 957 , and jay Sigel i n  1 982 .  

O n  the  way to  h i s  v icto ry, Sweetser, from the  

Siwanoy Country C lub  in  Bronxvil le ,  N ew York.  



defeated aU the established players of the day, includ

i ng  defending Amateur champion jesse Gui lford,  

Chick Evans, j r. and Bobby jones .  In 1 926  he  also 

became the first American-born to win the British 

A mateur. L i tt le \Von both the U.S. and Brit i sh 

Amateur in J 934 ,  and repeated as champion in 

both events i n  1 93 5 - a  back-to-back s\Veep that  

not even jones attained. l �obbins \Vas on active duty 

i n  the  A i r  Force when he  \Von over a fie ld at 

Brookl ine that inc luded the entire U.S. and Brit ish 

Walker Cup teams .  igel follo\Ved h is \Vin  \Vi th 

another Amateur t i t le in 1 98 3 ,  the first player s ince 

H arvie Ward to \Vin  the U.S. Amateur in succes-

slve years. 

I n  addit ion, two national j un ior championships 

\Vere played at Brookline:  the 1 953 Girls'junior, \Von 

by M i l J ie M eyerson of Los A ngeles, and the 1 968  

jun ior, won by Eddie  Pearce of Temple 11 rrace, 

F lor ida .  Pearce had  uncanny command of t he  

par-5 s  at The  Country C lub;  playing 1 7  of them in  

the course of  the championship, 

Boston-area high school 

and college teams who play 

matches at The Country 

Club know they are fortu-

he \Vas J 5 u nder par. nate to square off on such 

T\Vo U . S .  Open hd I 1 1 - hallowed grounds. 

pionsh ips followed the h istoric Ouimet \Vin of 1 9 1 3  

at Brookline.The 1 963 Open, plagued by high \Vinds 

and h igh scores, \Vas decided in d three-man playofl� 

in a reprise of 1 9 1 3 ,  this t i 1 1 1e  among juL im Boros, 

Arnold Palmer and jacky Cupit .  Boros prevai led 

\V i t h  a seamless  rou n d  of  70 .  G ro\V i n g  u p  i n  

Bridgeport, Connecticut,  he h a d  started h is \Vin

ning \Vays i n  professional golfby capturing  the 1 95 1  

Massachusetts Open at Sale 1 1 1  Country Club. 

W hen the U.S. Open r turned to The Country 

C l ub in  1 988 ,  mark ing  the 75th ann iversary of 

Ouimet's 1 9 I 3  championsh ip, the course was r ipe 

for the taking, with pedect weather conditions , sofi: 

greens and in  pri 1 1 1 e  condition overa l l ,  h aving been 

recently refurbished to much acclaim by arch itect 

R ees jones .  Eleven pbyers broke par for 72 holes, 

then a record for the ch,l I l 1pionship, including Curtis 
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Opposite: The extensive Roster of Champions at The Country Club 

occupies wall space on the main floor of the clubhouse, all  the way up 

the stairs and all along the hallways on the second floor. Above: 

Master engraver John Kobos of Lawrence has been updating the club's 

main trophies annually since 1955. 
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The 451-yard par-4 3rd hole plays 

from an elevated tee to a contoured 

fairway, then past mounds and over 

bunkers to the green. Opposite: The 

practice putting green near the 1st 

tee at The Country Club. Inset: An 

ivied clock on one of the nearby 

buildings. 

Strange and N ick Faldo, the 

reign ing British Open cham

pion , who had fin ished in a 

tie for the lead at 278 .  Even 

though he hit only six greens 

in regulation, to Faldo's four, Strange ground out 

a 7 1  in the playoff on the following day, 

outscrambling Faldo who shot 75 . 

Throughout i ts unr ivaled h istory as 

a championsh ip  s ite ,  The  Country 

Club has pursued a parallel mission as 

a private club in service to i ts mem

ber famil ies .  [n some ways the proto

type fo r cou ntry c l ubs  across A I1 l e r i c a ,  

Brookl ine pioneered the  idea of  a club a s  a place 

where not just golfbut other sports and related social 

and  recreat ional act iv i t ies could be enjoyed-a 

k ind of cruise sh ip  I 1 l arooned in a field of green.  

For i ts M i l l enn iu I 1 l  Day Brunch on January I ,  
2000, the club published a list of the outstanding 

1 1 + A C O M M O  W L A L T J J O J  G O L f J n s  

events that  had occurred over the prev ious  1 00 

years, among them : 

1 903 - first tennis championship 

1 920 - completion of indoor curling rink 

1 937 - siting of skeet-shootin g  field 

1 9 5 0  - opening of first swimming pool 

J 966 - first platform termis courts 

1 994 - renovation of clubhouse 

And one year there was the new 

ameni ty that really turned h eads: 

1 941  - introduction of free cocktai ls  

after almual meeting 

So while great golfers and memorable 

shots may come and go at Brookline, the daily 

privi l eges and satisfactions of c lub l i fe carry on ,  and 

foster with them an intense loyalty and affection . 

As Francis  Ouimet h imself declared during a ban

quet marking the c lub's 50th anniversary, i n  1 93 2 ,  

"There i s  som thing about The ountry C lub  that  

j ust gets in to one's heart ." 





M e m o ra b i l i a  at t h e  O u imet L i b ra r y  i n c l ud e  a poster s i g ne d  by t h e  f i rst 1 3  c a d d i e s  to receive 

college scholarships from the Francis Ouimet Scholarship Fund. started in 1949. and a cartoon extolling 

Ouimet as "easily one of the most popular men of his time [who] did more for golf in the U.S. in his era 

than anyone before or since." The ballot box on the table came from a golf club in Scotland. where it was 

used to vote on new applicants for membership. 



At the Turn 

A Caddie 's Story 
.--....J B Y  F RA N C I S  O U I M E T '---' 

B 
o R N in a rather thinly populated 

section of Brookline, Massach usetts, 

I have often wondered what my 

gol fi n g  ac t iv i t ie s  wo u l d  have 

amounted to if my father had not 

Vardon Flyers, Henleys, and other brands popular 

among golfers in 1 900 that would do fu ll  credit to 

the professional's shop. 

Long before I ever had a club, I had golf balls 

enough to last me for years. But the balls without 

a club were not very useful .  Golf was so new to 

America in 1900 that it was 

bought a home bordering on The Country Club. 

Of one thing I am quite 

certain and that i s  I should 

never have had the oppor

t u n i ty of deve lop ing an 

interest in the game of golf 

to the same extent that was 

made pos s ib le  by c lose  

proximity to  a fine course. 

As it was, daily trips from 

h o nie to a l i t t le  school

house, bui l t  i n  1 76 8  and 

known as the Putterham 

School ,  carried me back 

and forth across the fair

way s .  N o t  tha t  I was 

granted any such privileges, 

but in the role of a tres-

passer I discovered that this 

T H E  A C C O M PA N Y I N G  E X C E R PT is from 

Francis Ouimet's memoir, A Callie oj 
Colf, first published in 1 9 3 2 .  Born in 1 89 3 ,  

Ouimet grew up a p o o r  b o y  of French-

Canadian descent, across the street from the 

Brookline golf course that would first nur

ture then launch his career as America's first 

genuine golf hero. He went on to win the 

u . s .  A m a t e u r  t w i c e ,  the M a s s a c h u s e t t s  

Amateur six times a n d  t h e  m o s t  Walker 

Cups ever, competing as a player eight times 

and as  n o n - p l ay i n g  c a p t a i n  fo u r  more.  

O u i m e t  n e v e r  t u r n e d  profe s s i on a l . H e  

worked i n  finance and sports administration 

as  president of the Boston Bruins, vice pres

ident of the Boston Braves baseball team and 

chairman of the Boston Arena Authority. 

difficult to get clubs. They 

never got lost ,  and were 

rarely discarded. The balls, 

however, seemed to have 

plenty ofl ife in them, their 

varied markings held some 

sort of fascination for me, 

and i t  was fun watch ing 

them bound from rocks and 

other solid substances. 

After I had hoarded golf 

balJs enthusiastically for two 

years, someone gave my 

b rother  W i l fred a c lub .  

When  W i l fred was busy 

caddieing, I helped myself to 

route saved many footsteps, got me to school on time, 

and, more important, enabled me to get home with 

the least possible delay. 

that  c lub and used i t  to 

knock some of my hoard around the back yard. I 

was careful to put Wilfred's club back in its place 

before he put in an appearance. Otherwise, I felt, there 

might have been a family riot. Occasionally a tour

nament was held atThe Country Club and on those 

days and after school, I would stand on the edge of 

a fai rway and watch the golfers go by. I f [  saw some-

There was a more intriguing motive, however. 

Frequently on one of my excursions I ran across a 

lost ball , of the gutta-percha variety. At the age of 

seven I had a collection of Silvertowns, Ocobos, 
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In addition to A Game of Golf, here adorned with some of Ouimet's golf medals, the 1913 U.S. Open c ham

pion authored Golf Facts for Yount} People, in which he cautioned young golfers, " Don't give your mind 

time to consider any other matter than the correct playing of each shot." 

one play an exceptional stroke, I watched how he  

did it and  hastened home to  take Wilfred's c lub  and 

set about trying to put into practice what I had seen.  

Those efforts must have been funny, but they were, 

after al l ,  the beginnings of my game, such as it is .  

I can remember viviclJy the first Haskell bal l  I ever 

found. I t  was in the fal l  of 1 902, and I was nine years 

o1d.Wilfred was a caddie boy atThe Country Club, 

and the ladies were having their national champi

onship. On the way home from school , I picked up 

a nice new bal J .  I t  was u nlike any other I had ever 

seen and seemed much l ive l ier. I showed it to 

Wilfred and he told me it was one of the new rub

ber-cored balls. Few had them, and Big Brother tried 

his best to talk me into parting with it. N othing 

doing. I played with it ,  bounced i t ,  and used it unti l  

the paint wore off. I got some white paint  and 

painted i t .  Mother was baking some bread i n  a hot 

oven and I sneaked my repainted H askell into the 

oven, thinking the heat would dry the ball . 

Mother smelled something burni ng and went  all 

through the house trying to discover the cause. She 

found nothing, but the odor was so strong, and she 

was so worried that the house was burning up, that 

she kept on searching. Final ly she opened the oven 

door and the most awful  smeU in the world came 

out of the newly made batch of bread. I t  was rui.l1ed

and so was my prize, the H askel l .  The heat had 

melted the gutta-percha shel l  and there was nothing 

left of the dung but a shriveled-up mass of elastic 

bands. I learned then and there how Doctor Haskell 

made his golf balls and why it was that the rubber-
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cored ball was vastly superior to the solid gutta. 

The Haskell crowded the gutta off the courses 

and made the game much more enjoyable to play. 

At any rate, [ could play the rubber-cored better than 

the hard ones, and my interest in the game increased. 

Behind our house was a cow pasture, and here 

Wilfred, with the mind of a golf architect, built three 

holes. The fIrSt was about a hundred and fifty yards 

long, with a carry over a brook. The brook was a 

hundred yards or so from where we drove. When 

he  hit  a shot wel l ,  Wilfred could drive close to the 

green, but i t  was far beyond my 

cerned. [ had my own club, balls, and a place to play. 

What more could anyone ask' 

A lawnmower kept two of the greens 1 1 1  fair 

condition, but the one near our house was used so 

much it was worn bare and had no grass whatso

ever on itYou see, while we were waiting for a meal 

we fiddled around the hole and the grass never had 

a chance to grow. One advantage, from Mother's 

point of view, was that she always knew where to 

look, and it was a simple matter for her to call us 

into the house.We fooled around that particular spot 

early i n  the morning and long 

reach .  As a matter of fact, the 

very best I could do was to drive 

into the brookThe second hole 

was very short, hardly more than 

fifty yards. The last was a com

bination of the first two, and 

brought the player back to the 

starting point. We used tomato 

cans for hole rims. As I visual

ize that old course of ours, it  was 

the most difficult one I have 

ever played because it contained 

a gravel pit, swamps, brooks, and 

patches of long grass. We-or 

rather Wi lfred-had selected 

onJy the h igh and dry pieces of 

"Wilfred made trips 
to Boston from time 

after dark, and i t  was small won-

der that  my i n terest in golf 

increased because, with a l l  this 

practice, it  was natural enough 

t h a t  [ s h o u l d  n o t i ce  some  

i mprove m e n t  I n  my p l ay. 

Mother thought [ had gon e  

crazy because golf was the only 

thing I seemed interested i n .  

to tin1.e and discov
ered that Wright and 
Ditson had a golf de
partment with a man 
named Alex Findlay 
in charge . . .  and that 
a good club could be 
got in exchange for 
used golf balls." 

I had more time to devote to 

the game than Wilfred .  He had 

chores to do around the house 

and barn and being older, he was 

the one called upon to go on 

errandsThey say practice makes 

land, which were few and far between ,  to play over. 

A shot that traveled three yards offline meant a lost 

ball ,  and i t  was well we had plenty! 

Wilfred made trips to Boston from time to time 

and discovered that Wright and Ditson had a golf 

department with a man named Alex Findlay i n  

charge. H e  discovered also that a good club could 

be got in  exchange for used golf balls, and that 

three dozen would be a fair  exchange for the best 

club made. From one of these visits Wilfred brought 

me home a mashie, and for the first time in my young 

life I was independent so far as playing golf was con-

perfect, and I believe it. After 

striving for weeks and months to hit a ball over the 

brook, and losing many, I finally succeeded. A olid 

year of practice had enabled me to drive accurately, 

if not far, and one Saturday morning, after trying 

for an hour, [ drove a ball as clean as a whistle 

beyond the brook. 

When I told Wilfred of my accomplishment, he 

received my story with a good deal of doubt. [ had 

now acquired a brassie to go with the mashie, and 

I i nvited my brother out to the pasture to see what 

[ could do with i t .  Whether [ was tired out from 

my earlier efforts or not,  I do not know, but I fai led 
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utterly, and Wilfred naturally was more skeptical 

than ever. The next day was Sunday, and after I 

returned fi'om Sunday School, I went at it again This 

time WiJfi-ed was with me, and I defmitely convinced 

him by hitt ing two balls out of three over the brook. 

It soon got to be a habi t .  

A good many tournam.ents were held at The 

Country Club and the best golfers gathered to play 

in  them. Soon I was old enough to caddie, and as 

a youngster of eleven I saw in action such great 

golfers as Arthur Lockwood, Chandler Egan, Fred 

H erresholl Jerry Travers, and 

I wish you would come to the locker room with 

me; [ may have a few clubs for you ," he  said. 

r took Mr. Carr's clubs downstairs to the caddie 

shop and hustled back .  He came out with fou r  

clubs under h i s  arm, a driver with a l eather  face, a 

lofter, a ITud-iron,  and a putter. [ think it was the 

biggest thri l l  I had ever got up to that time. 

Early mornings -and when r say early I mean 

around four-thirty or five 0' c1ock- I abandoned my 

own course and played a few holes on that of  The 

Country Club, until a greenkeeper drove me away. 

Rainy days, when I was sure n o  

Walter JTravis among the ama

teurs, and AJex CampbeU, The 

Country Club professional ,Alex 

Smith , Tom McNamara, Willie 

Anderson ,  and many of the  

prominent professional players. 

I f !  noticed anything particularly 

successful in the play of any of 

these golfers, I made a mental 

note of it, and when opportu

n i ty afforded, I set out to my 

private course and practiced the 

things I had noted. 

"Conlplaints con

cermng nly actIvItIes 

arrived honle, and 

one would be around, I would 

do the same thing. Complain ts 

concerning my activities arrived 

home, and Mother warned me 

to keep off the course, usually 

ending her reprimand by saying 

that the game of golf was bound 

to get me into trouble. 

Therefore, you see, I was 

brought up in a golfing envi

ronment and l earned to love 

Mother warned n1.e 
to keep off the 

course, usually end
ing her reprin1.and 

by saying that the 
game of golf was 

bound to get me 

into trouble." 

I wa so wrapped up in  the 

game, however, I j ust couldn't 

leave it alone. One summer, tired 

of my own layout ,  I talked a 

companion,  Frank Mahan, into 

going to Franklin Park with me. 

Franklin Park was a public course 

the game. I read in magazines or newspapers any

thing I could find relating to golf, got a few of the 

boys in the neighborhood interested in the game, 

and jumped into it head over heels. One day I cad

died for a dear old gentleman named Samuel Carr. 

Mr. Carr was a golfing enthusiast and, furthermore, 

always most considerate of the boy who carried his  

c1ubs .AJ J  the boys l iked him. Playing the eighteenth 

or last hole one day, he asked me if  I played golf I 

told him I did. 

He asked me if  I had any clubs. [ replied that 

I had tVvo, a brass ie and mash ie. " When we finish, 

and we could go there and play 

unmolested. We set out one Saturday morni ng. To 

get to Franklin Park, we had to walk a mile and a 

half with our clubs to the car l ine. Then we rode to 

Brookl ine Village, transferred there to a Roxbury 

Crossing car, arrived at Roxbury Crossing and 

changed again to  a Franklin Park car. After getting 

out of the last  street car, we walked about three 

quarters of a mile to the clubhouse, checked our coats

that is all we had to check-and then played SLX full 
rounds of the nine holes, a total of fLfty-four holes. 

Then we went home the way we had come, com

pletely exhausted. AJJ this at the age of thirteen! 
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The Ouimet Library houses a diverse collection of objects reflecting a long, distinguished career in golf. A 

framed letter from President Eisenhower, on wall next to fireplace, congratulates Ouimet on being elected 

captain of the Royal and Ancient Golf Club of St. Andrews, the first American so honored, in 1951. The por

trait over the mantel shows "Francis," as he was universally known in golf, dressed in his captain's regalia. 









C A L L I T  W I T C H C RA F T , 

T E E T O  G R E E N  

Salel 1 1  Cou1 I try Club) virtually I 1 l 1chal lged sil 1ce it was 
designed and built by Donald Ross iN 1 92 6) rel1 1ains a daunti1 lg yet emil/en tly 

fair test of golf for every class of player. 

H E  C O U R S E  P A U L  H A R N E Y  

once called "a work of art" has 

appeared on every best-courses bst 

in the golf world, and its high rank

ing has been borne out in the heat 

of competition on countless occasions. Men, women, 

juniors, seniors, amateurs or profes

sionals, club players or world cham

pions, all have been put to the test at 

Salem Country Club. Like the archi

tect who created the course, Donald 

Ross, Salem goes about its business 

quietly but never fails to put through 

its challenge in decisive terms. 

On that hole, the 3 5 2-yard uphil J  1 3 th ,  a bunker 

on the right side forces the golfer to drive to the 

rol l ing terrain along the left s ide of the fairway, 

where another bunker lurks ,  then make a precise 

approach to a perched, three-level green . Legend 

has it that Ross once described this as "the finest 

green r ever designed." 

The club was founded in r 895 as 

the Salem Golf Club and its first 

"Salem remains one of the least 

touched, best preserved Ross courses," 

noted Ben Crenshaw, a self-taught ex

pert on the work of Donald Ross . "  r t 
is among the best works done in the 

1 92os ,  with sup erb ro ut ing, out

standing contours of the fairways and 

course was laid out on farmland in 

North Salem; it moved to i ts pre ent 

site in the town of Peabody in 1 925 

and reorganized under the  name 

Salem Country Club. Recognized 

at once as an appealing venue, Salem 

hosted its first national championship 

in 1932 ,  the U.S. Women's An"lateur, 

which happened to turn into one of 

the biggest sports stories of the year. Helping hand: a golf glove 

awaits being called into service 

on the 1st tee at Salem. 
Virginia Van Wie,  a 23 -year-old 

Chicagoan,  had already been de

feated three times in this event by the legendary marvelous greens - with their extreme undulations, 

you have to think through a strategy on every hole." 

Judy Bel l ,  a past president of the USGA, caIJed 

Salem a "grand old course which will never grow 

out of style," adding, " For example, your shortest 

par-4 just may be the most difficult  I 've ever seen." 

Glenna CollettVare . This time, meetingVare in the 

36-hole final ,  she turned the tables on her tor

mentor with "the most devastating golf ever wit

nessed in the women's national championship," to 

quote Nel / l l�J/'k Til l les golf correspondent William 
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Salem's Colonial-style clubhouse was 

built in 1926 after a design by one of its 

members, architect Gordon Robb; stand

ing on a hill 200 feet above sea level, it 

afforded views of the ocean before trees 

grew up to block them. 

l<.. i ch eHd\o n .  Va n Wie\  

"great exhibit ion of\hot

melk ing" occurred in the 

I l l o rn ing  I X ,  when ,he 

tired a 73,  an ,lstonish ing four stroke� below 

women's par. which �taked her to an 

X-up cushion Jt the lunch break.  

he  went on to win ,  10 ,1nd X .  

S i n c e  t h d t  t i m e .  Sa l e l l l  h a� 

ho�ted more than 20 ,,[J te, re

g i o n a l  a n d  n a t i o n a l  c h a m p i 

omhips ,  1 l l 000t recen tly t h e  200 1  

U.S .  Senior Open ,  won by Bruce 

Fleisher. Along with ,1 ,ub.,untial check, 

the title-winner ofthi., event ha� been priv-

i leged to hold up the Fre1 l 1ci, I ). Ouimet Mel l lori ,ll 

Trophy. Originally Ccllled the Tuxedo Cup, thi ., two

h,1 I 1dled, sterl ing .,ilwr trophy had been gathning 

dmt a t The Coun try Club for practicJl Iy J centu ry. 

J 2 X A « ( ) .\1 1\.1 ( ) N W l A 1 r I I  ( )  I (. ( )  1 r [ R <; 

I t  lLl ted back to the n,1t ion \ fir�t i n terclub event , a 

competit ion in 1 89-+ between The Country Club. 

Shinnecock Hi l l" t\\'o te,l l l l ,  fi'om the Tuxedo Club 

i n  Tuxedo Park . New York , and two others fi'om 

St . Andrew\ i n Yon kers, N ew York . I n  any 

e\'ent ,  when the Senior Open Cdl l l e  

i n to be ing  in  1 9XO, member., of 

The Country Club donated the 

lund,ol l l e  trophy to the U CA 

in the  nal l le  of their  fd\'or i te  

gol ting ,on , Franci� Ouimet .  

PerhJP� the mo"t  emotion el l  

vi c tory w i tn e�sed , H  S cl l e l l l  \\',1 ,  

when Mi ldred Didrick"on Zelh ,lr iel, 

won the U . .  WOJ 1 len '" Open in 1 95-+ .  

Making her fir,t Open clppe,lrance in three yeelr.,. 

" 1 3elbe" not only won her th ird U. S. Open t it le 

only 15 month, aftu undugoing �urgery for can

Cer . .,he won by e l  mind-boggl ing 12 �tI'okes with a 



29 1 total, shooting 73 -75 on  the gruel ing 36-hole 

final  day. Zahar ias' st irring performance (at the age 

of 40) , hai Jed by Calf Wor/d as "the greatest sustained 

golf i n  a women 's championship," made fiont-page 

headl ines across the country. 

" Babe was in top form i n  the last round," Herbert 

Warren Wind of T he Nei l l  Yorker recaL led. "On the 

last nine holes she chatted with the members of the 

large gallery following her around.  She told them 

the  type of shot  she  wou ld  be p layi ng on h er 

approaches and then stepped up to the bal l  and h i t  

precisely the shot  she had described." 

Salem has been a popular venue for the Mas

sachusetts Amateur, beginn. ing in 1 930 when Fred 

Wright took h js third oHour state titles in a row and 

fifth  of a record seven overall with a 7 and 5 win over 

Brae Burn's Bill Blaney. Other Massachusetts Amateur 

champions at Salem have been Ted Bishop in 1 940, 

Ernie Doherty in 1 95 3 ,  Joe Carr in I 962 and Jim 

McDermott i n  1 980.  

Con n ec t i c u t  n a t i ve 

J u l i u s  B oros won the  

Massach usetts Open a t  

Above a t  left: The tee shot o n  No. 12,  

a 148-yard par-3, must carry a large 

grassy waste area to a green bunkered 

left and right. Above: The intoxicating 

fall colors at Salem can take a golfer's 

focus off the business at hand, as on 

the long par-3 6th hole. 

Salem i n  1 95 1 ,  h i s  first victory as a professional . [ n  

1 970, also at Salem , Paul Harney won h is fou rth  

straight Massachusetts Open after defeat ing J im 

Browning i n  an I 8-hole playoff with a course record 

65 . When the state open returned to Salem in 1 99 1 , 

Mount Snow teach ing pro John EL l iott, using h is 

prodigious length, broke away from a pack of top

ran ked contenders over the final n jne  holes, shoot

ing a clos ing 67, the low round of the week. 

Ever s i nce  Coif D/��e51 i n i t i a ted i t s  b i en n i a l  

" America 's Greatest Courses" rank ings i n  1 966,  

Salem Country Club has been one of on ly ++ c lubs 

to be included on the list of 1 00 courses every time. 

Salem 's exalted status among golfers in the know is  

not  l i kely to change anyt ime soon .  
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Golf B egins at 50  
Scel les .fi'OI l I  the practice rO l l l ld at  ttle 
u. s. Sel l ior  Opel l ,  Salell l COl l l l try CII IV, 

Jl l l le 27ttl , 2001 

This paqe, clockwise from top 

riqht: Gary Player, pitching 

onto the 18th green; Salem's 

distinctive logo, surrounded 

by even more distinctive 

autographs; golf galleries in 

motion; call ing it a day on 18. 

Inset: An errant shot, 

marked for all to see. 

Opposite paqe, clockwise 

from top left: Arnold Palmer, 

marking on 18; competitors 

making multiple chips and 

putts in preparation for next 

day's first round; new arrival 

looking for the best groups to 

follow; ball drop area on No. 

18; Bob Murphy, in the fore

ground, among the competi-

tors evaluating their options 

on Donald Ross's test of 

golf at Salem; Dave Stockton 

after his practice round, 

swamped by autograph seek

ers of all ages. 
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" T H E B E S T D AY C A M P 

I N  T H E  W O R L D  " 

In the h istoric Pilgrim settlement of Duxbury) 
golf a l ld sailing came together under one proud flag. 

I T H  A A M E  

Du xbury Yacht 

L I K E  

lub, i t  

i s  not surprising to learn 

that this club began as an 

institution not for golfers, 

but for "blue water people," as yachtsmen like to 
cal l  themselves, and this has inA uenced the way 

the tide was out or on days unsui ted for sai l ing on 

Duxbury Bay.They played on makeshift holes la id 

out on what was known as Parker's Pasture, " ome 

care be ing  necessary," accord ing  to one ear ly 

account ,  "to avoid the cows." M ore formal play 

began in 1 9 1 3 ,  when the old yach t  clubhouse was 

moved a half-mile in land,  a rough road bui l t  to i t ,  

the  c lub and i t s  members have 

behaved ever s ince .  Located on  

Duxbury Bay on the  north shore 

of P lymouth H arbor, D u xbury 

Yacht  Club was founded in 1 875 , 

re-organized under different colors 

in 1 89 5 ,  and by the 1 930S was the 

second largest yachting center in the 

state (after Marblehead) with a Aeet 

of I S O  boat s . To t h i s  day, even 

though the c lub now offers golf, 

tennis, paddle tennis and SWirl1J11..ing 

as well as sai l ing and cruising, i t  

has preserved the  governance struc-

ture of a typical yacht club. People 

elected as club officers are called 

and a sL'{-hole course laid out in the 

meadows.  More land was purchased 

in 1 926  so that some new green 

could be created and the n ine-hole 

cour e cou ld  be  brought up  to 

speed general ly by Boston golf  

architect Wayne Stiles. The addition 

of n ine  more holes was real ized 

in  1 97 1 ,  this t ime with the help 

o f  A m h ers t  arc h i t e c t  G e o ffrey 

Cornish . As Duxbury's commit

ment  to golf expanded ,  s o  d i d  

i ts inAuence in  t h e  larger world of 

the game. Three of i ts members 

rose to become president of the 

The yacht club colors, dating from 

1895, hang prominently in the golf 

clubhouse. Opposite: The club

house seen from across the 18th MGA:  Laddie B utler,John Arnold 

and Paul Evan . O nly The ountry 

Club in Brookline has supplied more MGA chiefs 

commodores, v ice  commodores fairway. 

and rear commodores, and they show up for spe

cial events in naval-style regalia .  

Early club members tried their hand at the then 

novel game of golf  as early as 1 90o-perhaps when 

over the years. 

Meanwhile, the Sprague-Parker barn dating 6:om 

the I 780s, acquired in 1 926 ,  was remodeled in  1 93 6  
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to serve as the main clubhouse for the golfers and 

tenn is players. (The El l ison Waterfront Cl ubhouse 

on D uxbury Bay serves the sail i ng  in terests.) This 

beaut i fu l  but sparsely furnished farm bu i ld ing  

reA ects the club's long-standing bel ief i n  simple, 

unpretentious fac i l i ties .  "The club does not try to 

do more than i t  can , but what i t  does i t  always tr ies 

to do fi rst-rate," wrote club h istorian David M i tteU 

in 1 995 . " I t  i s  always trying to improve i ts proper

t i es and  i ts programs .  Thi s  i s  perhaps a na tu ra l  

corol lary  to the care, thoughtfu lness and staunch

n ess of the sai lor." 

H ard times being the great test of fiscal policy, 

i t  is i nterest ing to observe how Duxbury Yacht  

Club's A i nty conservatism managed to keep the 

club aAoat during the Great Depression and again 

during World War I I .  

A fter President Roosevelt closed the banks i n  

March of 193 3 ,  the  yacht club's oHicers went to  work. 

They reduced dues ;  they formed a membersh ip  

comrruttee to seek new members ;  they adrnitted 

t\¥o-week members; they created the status of absen

tee members. Non-members were al lowed to play 

in tournaments with the payment of a fee. These 

and other penny-pinching measures kept the c lub 

from a fate that many less fortunate clubs suffered: 

going i n to receivership. 

The Japanese attack on Pearl H arbor in 1 94 1  pro

duced another set of challenging circumstances for 

private c lubs. Gas rationing was institu ted in the fal l  

of 1 942 after German submarines along the  coast 

began threaten ing tankers and other AlJ jed shipping. 

Opposite, clockwise from 

top left: Duxbury's 4th hole, 

a 475-yard double dogleg 

par-5; inside the clubhouse, 

a renovated farm building 

dating from the 18th century; 

the 11th hole, a 363-yard 

par-4, viewed from the right

hand side; a clubhouse detail 

acknowledging two major 

concerns of golfers-time and 

luck. Above at riqht: Lowering 

the flag at the end of a day of 

sporting activities at Duxbury 

Yacht Club. 

Use of cars for pleasure 

including golf, tenrus or 

sail ing was soon forbid

den. AIJ drivers east of a 

l i n e  r u n n i n g  approxi

mately through Worcester 

had to paint the top third 

of their headl ights black . 

N ear the shore, motorists 

had to drive at n ight on 

dim l igh ts at about  TO mjles per hour. But once 

again, Duxbury's tight-fisted fmance commjttee man

aged to hold things together, inevi tably with the 

sacrifice of certain creature comforts. 

For l T Iany years the locker room.s were inadequate 

and members were content to change in to their 

golf  shoes i n  the parking lot .  To this  day there is no 

bar, the serving of l iquor be ing J jmited to certain 

senior even ts, and then only with special pernus

sion . M itte l l ,  who has been a D uxbury member for 

more than half a century, believed this restrict ion 

enhanced the fanl i ly  aspects of the club. helping to 

make i t ,  as someone once remarked, "the best day 

camp anywhere in the  world ." As M i tte l l  once 

observed, "The predomi nance of athlet ic activi

t ies-sports, cOl T Ipetition -over social activities is 

a rea l i ty truly practiced," and he  quoted fi'om a 

1 927 club booklet :  "The true sportsman plays the 

game to the utmost with keen ness and courage, 

but above a l l  with faim ss to a l l ." 
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N E W  E N G L A N D ' S 
" H O M E  G O L F  " F O R P R O 

For more than four decades, golf fans in the tens of thousands 
flocked to Pleasant Valley in Sutton , i l 1 the words of 01 1e golf writer, 

"as if it were free tomato plant day at Spag 's. }} 

T WAS P L A N N E D  as a modest nine-hole golf 

co urse  for t h e  employees  o f  a c e n tral  

Massachusetts construction firm called Bayer 

& Mingolla I ndustries. I n  the late I 950S ,  

Cosmo "Cuz" Mingolla personally walked 

Good-sized galleries turned out to watch the likes 

of Kathy Whirworth and Mickey Wright compete 

in the LPGA events, but when the male touring pros 

came to town, there were throngs. I n  1 997, the year 

before the PGA Tour finally pulled the plug on 

the h illy terrain of an apple or

c hard c h osen  as the  s i te  o f  

Pleasant Valley Country Club, 

along with the club's first golf 

p ro fess i o n a l ,  D o n  H oe n ig,  

delineating fairways, greens and 

bunkers. So golf-friendly was 

the land that M ingolla could 

not res i s t  expanding his pet 

proj ect to 1 8  holes. 

W h e n  the  cou rse fi nal ly 

opened for play in I 96I ,  Mingolla 

realized he  had sometrung of a 

tiger by the tail-a golf course 

Plaques honoring former Pleasant Valley 

winners Tom Shaw (1969) and George 

Archer (1984) await re-hanging following a 

clubhouse renovation. Opposite: The 365-

yard 13th hole was stretched to 386 yards 

for the pros; the second shot is uphill. 

Pleasant  Val ley, m o re t h a n  

40,000 people were o n  hand 

for Sunday's final round,  when 

Loren Roberts shot 64 to beat 

Bi ll Glasson by a stroke. A tour 

official had once complained 

that Pleasant Valley was " in the 

middle of nowhere," but, s itu

ated 55  miles from Boston and 

3 5  from Providence, i t  always 

received staunch support from 

area golf fans . The Worcester 

County Convention B ureau 

once estimated that the tour 

worthy ofhosting not just garden-variety golfers but 

players of the rughest caliber. Never mind that Sutton 

was a town of8 ,200 with one traffic light, one motel 

and three gas stations. I n  I962, barely before the paint 

on the clubhouse was dry, Pleasant Valley was host

ing its first women's professional event, the Lady 

Carling Women's Open. It marked the start of a I 3-

year run  with the  LPGA. 

stop was worth "something in  the $ro mil l ion 

range" to the Worcester/Providence economy. 

Throughout the clubhouse and locker rooms 

are mementoes of the famous and not-so-famous 

golfers who have competed at " P V" 
Men's professional golf started in  1965 with the 

Carling World Open . The event offered the biggest 

jackpot the tour had ever seen - $200,000, put up 
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by Carl ing Brewery, located just up the street i n  Nat ick .  A 

drop in the beer bucket by today's standards, but 1 1 10re than 

enough back then to entice an unusuaLly strong field, includ

ing Ben Hogan ,  Sa 1 1 1  Snead, Arnold Pal l 1 1er, Gary Player,Jack 

NickJaus, Bi L ly Casper,Ju l iu  Boros, Ray Floyd, Gene L i ttl r 

and Tony Le l 1 1a .  ha l 1 1pagne Tony, who would die in a 

plane crash the foLlo\Ving year, won the inaugural event. Snead 

hurr his chances on the last day when he broke his putter 

in di sgust after three-putt ing the 1 0th green and was forced 

to putt  with his driver and l -iron for the final eight holes .  

After Carling Brewery folded, the scramble for a new spon-

or began, a pattern that would endure. I n  a l l ,  32 tour events 

were played at Pleasant Val ley under 1 2  different names. I n  

years when n o  sponsor could b e  found,  Pleasant Val ley 

undervvrote the event and called it the Pleasant VaL ley Clas ic 

or the N ew England Cia sic or the J immy Fund Classic .  But 

even in lean years and when fields were poor, a when the 

event was scheduled the week before or after the Brit i  h 

Open, galleries turned out in force. Week-long attendance 

seldom dropped below 1 30,000.  

When Cuz MingolJa died of cancer i n  1 979 at age 64, 

his son , Ted ,  ran the eve n t .  

EventuaL ly Ted's son, Stephen,  

took over from hi s  father as 

tournament  director. A 1 9 8 4  

Boston C o l l ege gra d u a t e ,  

Stephen worked a t  t h e  T P C  at 

awgrass in Florida for a year 

to learn the business. Al l  three 

generations of the fanci ly e�tab

l i shed close relationships with 

the tour ing pros. 

" M y  favo r i t  c h a m p i o n 

w i t h o u t  q u es t ion  was Pau l  

Azinger," recaLied Ted MingoLia. 

"The fi rst t i l 1 1e  he  came her 

he  stayed with his wife In a 

motor home in  our park ing 

From the landing area for 

the tee shot on the 359-

yard par-4 15th, golfers 

face a steep approach to an 

elevated green guarded by 

two bunkers. 

10t.They didn't have much money.We set thell l  up \Vith elec

tricity. I t  dev loped in to a fi- i endship." Azinger \Von the 

tou rnament i n  1 993 , but not \Vithout di fficulty. Before the 

th ird round, his right shoulder hurr so much he took 12  Advil 
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On No. 11, a par- 5, the 60-yard

deep green with its range of 

bunkers on both sides requires 

thoughtful club selection. Inset: 

Pleasant Valley's floral monogram 

between two holes can be seen 

from the golf shop. 

before teeing off. H e  �hot 6-1-

on Saturday, 6 8  on Sun day 

to win ,  but later underwent 

surgery for a lymphoJ 11a found 

in  the ai l ing shoulder. While recovering, he missed 

most of the 1 99-1- season . 

Pleasan t  Val ley exposed u n told nU J1 1bers of 

N ew Englanders to the rigors and 

r i tua ls  of professional golf. I t was 

the first tournament  R .. hode 

I s land's Bi l ly Andrade saw as 

a k id ,  long before turning pro 

h i m';;eif. " I  t was where I fi rst 

dreamed of playing on tou r," he 

said .  When Andrade himself competed 

at Pleasant Val ley, he  witnessed a bizarre perfor

mance in the pro-am, playi ng with an amJteur 

golfer, another v ict im of cancer who in fact died 

�everal months later. "The man made five pum over 

1.- 1- 0  A ( O M M O N W E A L TI-J  o r  G O L f E R S  

50 fect,"Andrade recaUed. " l t  was L ike God said , 'This 

i s  your last hurrah  and i t 's going to be a good one 

for you .' I t  was u nbel ievable, and we al l  fel t  the 

emotion of i t ." 

Another R hode [s lander, Brad Faxon, became 

the first and only player fi'om N ew E ngland to win 

the tournament, shooting a final-round  68  to edge 

out rookie Phi l  Mickelson in 1 992 .  [ n  

1 977,  among many other dra

mat ic fin ishes at PleasantValley, 

Ray Floyd overcame a double

bogey on the 7 1 st hole to beat 

Jack N i cklaus  by J stroke. I n  

1 983 , Mark Lye came back fi'om 

n l l l e  shots dowll on the  fi n c1 1  day to 

shoot 64 Jnd  win by a shot ,  birdie ing the IJst  two 

ho l es for h i s  fi rst tour  v i c to r y. I n  1 9 8 8 ,  M ,uk 

Calcavecch iJ  rol led i l l  a 30-f ot birdie p u tt on the  

final  ho le  to  win .  I n  1 99 1  .. Bruce Fleisher, who had  



gotten i n to the tour nament at the last minu te as 

an alternate, shot a final-round 64 to reach a playoff 

with I an Baker-Finch that went seven holes. Fleisher 

won with a 5 0-foot birdie putt .  In that same year, 

a rookie named John Daly e lectr i fied gal leries by 

consistently driving the green on No. 1 5  ( 359 yards) 

and on one occasion driving the green on the 

dogleg-right 1 2 th (.po yards) . 

The year 1 998  marked the last year a PCA tour

nament  would be played in Sutton .  Appropriately, 

it was won by Steve Pate, a loyal i  t . "  I 've played here 

1 3  years and the people have always treated us first 

class," he  said afterwards. " I  think I can speak for many 

of the players - it 's not our choice to leave." 

I n  fact the tour had gone global and corporate 

and there was no longer room on the schedule tor 

small- town venues l ike Pleasant ValJey. With hi nd

sight, one could trace the likelihood orthis happening 

all the way back to I 968 ,  the year the touring pros 

wen t  to war wi th  the c lub 

pros for control of the sched

ule. That year Arnold Palmer 

arrived at Worcester Airport in 

his  pr ivate jet to compete at 

PleasantValley. Stepping fi'om 

the plane, he announced to 

the press that he was s iding 

with the touring pros i n  the 

dispute. I t  was an agoniz ing 

decision for Palmer because 

his fa ther  had been a loyal 

PCA member for years and 

Playing at 455 yards for the pros, 

the tough par-4 10th hole is a 

dogleg-right calling for an uphill 

carry to a two-tiered green. Below: 

For the 1998 pro finale at Pleasant 

Valley, Boston Globe cartoonist 

Paul Szep depicted a golf cart 

labeled "Finchem PGA Tour" 

running over Ted Mingolla. 

he was closely associated with i t  h imself. Bu t  it was 

11 l0ll1entom tor golf. shifting power over professional 

golf ti'om the PCA of America to a new entity to 
be called the PCA Tour. 

The week wasn't all agony tor Arnie, however :  

he won the tou rnament .  
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AT W O R L D ' S E N D ,  
B E AU T Y  O R  T H E  B E A S T  

The Kittal 1sett Club offers golf as unpredictable as the winds 
that blow in from Buzzards Bay. 

N E  G R A Y ,  overcas t  day i n  

September, Ray Dennehy, long

time golf professional at The 

Kittansett Club in Marion, set 

o u t  from 

the first tee  for a round of golf 

with two 1T1embers, C harl i e  

Peirson and John MacDonald. 

K ittansett, a l inks-style layout 

exposed on three sides to the 

winds of Buzzards Bay, is noted 

for i ts unpredictable weather, so 

the golfers weren't surprised to 

see the wind brought to bear 

on some of their golf shots. 

green . He had never reached home with a middle 

i ron on this hole, but today he reached for his 5 -

iron . When h i s  shot carried straight and true toward 

the flag, he couldn 't help but smile. But his Slrule 

faded as he watched the ball 

continue its flight toward the 

flagstick, pass over it well above 

treetop height, and disappear 

far into the woods beyond. 

On the signature par-3 third 

hole, all carry over a tidal shore, 

for example, MacDonald left 

his tee shot in a large bunker left 

of the green .  H itting directly 

into the wind, he blasted out 

successfully, then watched as his 

ball struck the green, stopped, 

Above and opposite: The 16S-yard par-3 

3rd hole at Kittansett can be reached with 

At this point the threesome 

decided that conditions war

ranted they play an abbrevi

ated round. They cut over to 

the I I  th tee, but when their 

drives into the wind all finjshed 

less than 1 00 yards from the 

tee, they picked up and strug

gled homeward in what were 

now gale force winds .  

They stopped for a drink in  

the  Beverly Yacht Club club

house. At the time, the build-

anything from a 3-iron to a 9-iron, depend

ing on the wind. "There is no such thing 

as a bad day at Kittansett," one member 

quipped, "only bad scores." 
ing, facing the water at the end 

of Butler Point,  was shared by golfing and boating then rol led backward across the putting surface, 

over the edge and down the bank to his feet. 

When they came to the par-s seventh hole, the 

wind was at their back. Peirson hit a prodigious drive 

that p laced h im within striking distance of the 

members. From the club they could see the ocean 

waves lapping across the parbng lot. Peirson put 

down his drink and headed for his  car, anxious to 

check on his waterfi:ont home not far a\Vay. Dennehy 
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The 13th hole, a dogleg par-4, requires 

an approach shot often directly into the 

wind or into a strong right-to-Ieft wind, 

to a green guarded by bunkers. and MacDonald l ingered 

l o n g  e n o u g h  to e e  

MacDonald's car, parked nearest t h e  water, d i  ap-

pear in to the sea. At th same time the causeway 

l ink ing the point to the mainland also van ished. 

With al l  haste, Den nehy and MacDonald gath

ered up a handfu l  of stranded caddies, tumbled into 

Dennehy's car and headed for the h igh ground near 

the 1 8 th green . There, atop the only part of Butler 

Poin t  that remained above the storm-driven waves, 

they rode out  the Great H urricane of 1 9 38 .  

K i t tansett had  only come i n to existence in  the 

previous decade. F i rst play was in 1 924,  the layout's 

design largely the handiwork of one man,  Frederic 

C. H ood, a founding member who was inspired by 

his  experience of seaside courses in Scotland and 

England. Apart £i.-om having been lengthened some

what, to 6,63 1 yards, this design has remained essen

t ia l ly  u n changed to th i s  day, a testament  to i ts 
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go l f-fr i e n d ly s i t e  a n d  to H oo d 's V I SI o n . F o u r  

Massachusetts Amateur championships have been 

staged here, inc luding a windblown affair in 1 990. 

"I can remember standing on the first tee and see

ing a guy hit three balls into the hazard on the right," 

reca l l ed R ay Wright ,  t h e  ch ampion  tha t  year. 

" L i teraUy, you had to a im it dead left to keep i t  

straight ." A U.S .  A mateur 

qua l ify ing  rou n d  he ld  

h e re a few years  a go 

revealed how chaUeng

i n g  the  l ayou t  can be 

even without w;nd."The 

c o u rs e  was p l ayed a t  

moderate length w i t h  

the pins set near the nLid

die of the greens ," re

called head professional 

S teve D e m m er .  " T h e  

Opposite, clockwise from top 

left: The bronze golfer on the 

1st tee, modeled after a sundial 

at Pinehurst, is dedicated to 

the memory of Ray Dennehy, 

Kittansett's golf professional 

from 1927 to 1973; a bench in 

front of the golf shop is named 

for another longtime club 

fixture, caddiemaster Wil l iam 

"Spike" Barros; a caddie of 

today, insouciant in spite of 

posted admonition; the lunch 

room adjoining "Hurricane 

Hall" in the main clubhouse. 
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Above: Irishman .Joe Carr blasts out 

of a bunker during the 1953 Walker Cup 

matches played at Kittansett, won by 

the U.S. side, 9 to 3. Left: The talented 

American team, back row from left to 

right, Ken Venturi, .Jim .Jackson, Don 

Cherry, captain Charles Yates, Charlie 

Coe, Bill Campbell and .Jack Westland; 

front row, Sam Urzetta, Gene Littler, 

Harvie Ward and Dick Chapman. 

Chapman lived in Connecticut but 

summered on Cape Cod and was 

well known in Massachusetts golf cir

cles; a three-time Walker Cupper, he 

also won the amateur championships 

of Massachusetts, Connecticut, New 

England, France, Italy, Britain, Canada 

and the United States. 
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C/oclrw/ •• from .bo".: Sails are familiar sights on the 

horizon at Kittansett during golf season; the club's 

shell symbol, re-created with antique golf clubs, in the 

dining room; assistant professional Karen Nicoletti 

fits a set of clubs with new grips; the view from the 1st 

green looking back to the clubhouse compound. 



lowest score was even par and some scores rose up 

to over 1 00.  Considering how talented the field was, 

l 'd say K i ttansett won again ' "  

[ f fault  i s  to b e  found with K i ttansett, 

i t  i s  i ts vulnerabi l i ty to the ocean ;  i ndeed 

i ts very name derives from two I ndian 

words meaning "near the sea."The 1 93 8  

storm reduced t h e  yacht c lub, golf  shop 

and various cottages and other buildings 

to dr iftwood. H urricane Carol so thor

oughly devastated the site on August 3 1 ,  

[ 95 4 ,  that some fai rway areas d id not 

fuIJy recover for 10 years. The recovery 

from H urr icane  Bob, wh ich  roared 

through Ki ttansett on A ugust T9, 1 99 1 ,  

cost the club nearly a half nuIJ ion dollars. 

When  the Walker Cup was played here in T 95 3 , 

the British side looked forward to competing in the 

kind of  windy condit ions they were used to at 

home. I nstead, i t  was calm, 

hot and hunud and the U.S. 

s i de ,  c l ear ly s u p e r i o r  i n  

Fairway bunkers narrow the approach 

to the 400-yard par-4 16th hole. 

Below left: A plaque on the course 

marks some of the problematical 

high points in Kittansett history. 

depth in any case, prevai led, 9 to 3 .  The event was 

notable for an unusual di splay of sporrsman-

ship. Playing in the third foursome on 

the first day, Americans Gene Littler and 

Jim Jackson were one down on the 

second hole when Jackson discovered 

he had 1 6  clubs in h is bag, two more 

than permi tted under the rules .  The 

obvious r medy was disqua l i fication ,  

but the Brits i nsisted that play con

t inue, a l lowi ng only that the other 

side be penalized the loss of two holes .  

The U.S. pair i n  fact came back ti'om three dO\\"I1 

to win the match .  The Engli�h columnist Henry 

L ongh urs t  termed the i ncident "Br itannia  waives 

the rules." 
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W I T H  I T S  H E A D Q U A R T E n S  now in Fairhaven ,  

Acushnet Company has  grown in to a giant 

corporate presence in the world of golf, with more than 

-1- ,000 employees in  14 countries. It produces n ot j ust 

g If balls but clubs, putters, shoes, gloves, bags and a 

myriad of accessories.Yet it started in 1 9 1 0 as an enter

prise with a much different  product in m i n d - a n  

improved version of t h e  natural rubber then being  

u�ed to  make tires for the  infant automobil e  i n dustry. 

The founder of the company, Phi l ip E . Young, was 

born in Dorchester, the son of a U nitarian minister, 

and grew up in Dedham. A fter graduating  from the 

Ma�sachusetts I nstitute of Technology with a degree 

in  mcchan ical engineering, Young went to work for 

GoodyearTire and Rubber Company i n  Akron , Ohio. 

There he discovered that the raw material coming i n  

£i'om Braz i l 's Amazon Val ley, where natives tapped rub

ber trees and sold the sap for 3 a pound,  was very poor 

in qua]jry. Young and a Goodyear chemist named Frank 

Peabody found a way to extract a sap £i�01l1  a shrub that 

grew in  abundance in  M exico, cal led guayule,  which,  

after the resin was removed, provided a superior and 

more consistent rubber product. 

When Goodyear balked at the heavy investment the 

new process would require,Young and Peabody decided 

to start their  own company. For financ ing, You n g  
turned t o  Al len Weeks, a fraterniry brother from M I T  
who happened to b e  from a wealthy [,mu]y l iving i n  
Marion . Weeks agreed to join in  the business o n  con
dition that the company be located somewhere in  the 
Buzzards Bay area. Weeks had a 36-foot boat that  he  
lovcd to  sai l .  ( 0 d id  Young, whose nickname was 
" k ipper.") 

That location proved to be an abandoned t\\10-
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story building in  Acushnet. This is how the 

fi r m  n a m e  became Acushne t  Process 

Company- named for the town and 

the process of deresinating the guayule. 

r n the years that followed, the core 

business evolved with the vagaries of the 

marketplace. It was a casual golf n1.atch that 

Young played, and lost, one Sunday in 1 9 32  

that would seal the  company's future. I n  h i s  regular 

foursome at the Country Club of New Bedford, where 

he was a member, Young this day could not keep the 

ball in the fai rway, slicing some shots, hooking others .  

N ormally a fai rly good golfer, he decided the fault  lay 

with the ball .  Over drinks in the club afterwards, he con

vinced his partner in the match, who happened to be 

head of the X-ray department at St. Luke's Hospital i n  

N ew Bedford, to put  the  suspect ba l l  under  th e 

X-ray machine. Arriving at the hospital, they not only 

subm.itted Young's ball to scrutiny, they examined a 

couple of dozen of every make of golf ball that they 

had taken ti:om the pro shop for that purpose. 

The result :  even though the outside of each ball was 

fairly round, X-rays showed that all the cores were cock

eyed-off center. "So that afternoon ," Young's son, 

Richard, recalled, "with no Sunday dinner and about 

six rounds of drinks under his belt, Skipper decided 

that ifhe could make a round ball ,  he could sell a few." 

r t would take a couple of years to develop mach. ines 

that would wind rubber thread uniformly on the cen

ter of the golf ball, a couple of more years to produce 

the first balls known as Titleist, and some years after 

that to gain broad acceptance for the product. I n  the 

watershed year of 1 949, the U.S. Open was played at 

Medinah Country Club in Chicago, and for the first 

time more contestants played with Titleist golf balls 

than any other brand. 

Opposite page: A golf ball ad from 1939 combined 

humor and technical information. Right: The ad 

appearing in the .January 2, 1945, edition of 

the Saturday Evening Post was couched in the 

military parlance of World War II. Above: Titleist's 

distinctive script was designed as the result of a 

contest among employees. 
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ARE YOU SHOOTING PAR ON THIS NINE '  
I.  Buy War Bond! 
2. Give blood . 
3. Conserve �per. 
4. Save gas. 
5. Save [ires 
6. Save fuel.' 
7. Share your car 
8. 000'[ [ravel . 
9. Buy �r Bonds. 
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V E N E RA B L E  V E S P E R 

The club that hosted the first Massachusetts Open championship 
In 1 905 has since survived jloods, fire, tornadoes-and an infamous liquor raid. 

E S P E R  C O U N T R Y  C L U B  is  one 

of the most fasci nating courses 

in the  country," declared the  

Spaldillg Official Golf cllide of 

1 907.  " Members are the  n icest 

and most jovial set of golfers . . .  keep out of the 

woods and your medal play will be OK." 

The early years of Vesper, a charter member 

of 78 at Vesper. Vardon was 30 and would go on to 

win a record six British Opens. He had been tour

ing the country in behalf of A.G.  Spalding & Bros . 

of Chicopee, drawing crowds wherever he appeared 

and gaining fresh converts to the game. In a stop at 

Jordan Marsh in Boston he smashed balls i nto a net 

while store customers gathered aroun d  and ap

plauded wildly; the store sold out i ts stock of golf  

clubs in a matter of  hours .  o f  the M assachuset t s  G o l f  

Association,  were indeed fasci

nating. Located on Tyng's I sland 

at t h e  c o n fl u e n c e  of t h e  

M er r i mack  R iver a n d  t h e  

Pawtucket Canal ,  i t  actual ly 

began l ife as a boating club, in 

1 87 5 .  (For many years the oars 

to a pair of rowing sculls hung 

over the dining room entrance 

in the clubhouse.) Despite re-

sistance from some members 

opposed to any further devel

Vesper's 14th hole, 163 yards from the ladies' 

tees, crosses the Merrimack River, which 

inundated the entire course in the Flood of 

1936. Opposite: No. 17, a 211-yard par-3. 

Vesper hosted the M G A 's 

fi rst  s ta tewide open  cham

pionship in 1 905 . Donald Ross, 

at the time head pro at Oakley, 

shot an even-par 3 2 0  for 72 

holes to defeat amateur Arthur 

Lockwood by a stroke and col

lect the $ 100 flIst prize. Galleries 

were modest. Before the Age of 

the Automobile,Vesper mem

bers and guests reached the 

club by means of a ferry from 

opment of the is land, the club hired Scotsman Alex 

F indlay to lay out six golf holes in 1 895 ,  and three 

more were added by the end of that year. 

I n  October of 1900, Vesper's par-40 layout was 

judged good enough to host an exhibition match 

featuring the famous British professional H arry 

Vardon, who was fresh from victory in the U.S. Open 

at the Chicago GolfClub.Mter spending the night 

in a tent  set up for h i m  on the banks of the  

Merrimack,vardon went out  and set a course record 

North Chelmsford. I n  1908 a wood suspension foot-

bridge was completed at a cost of $8,000To fmance 

the construction, a turnstile was i nstalled on the 

North Chelmsford side, requiring visitors to deposit 

a toll of a n ickel to cross onto the island. The bridge 

was destroyed by a tornado in 1 9 1 4. 
The relative inacce sibility of Vesper did l i ttle to 

affect the aforementioned jovial i ty of i ts mem

bership. 

"Back in those days, many members were expelled 

A C O M M O  W E A L T H  O F  G O L F E R  1 5 3 



The 8th hole at Vesper is a 392-

yard par-4, viewed here from the 

wrong side of a fairway bunker 

designed to catch errant drives. from the  c lub  for m iscon

duct," reported club h istorian 

George B .  Leahey, "and many others \Vere sus-

pended for various periods oftimc for mjnor inn-ac

tions such as being too boisterous at a social gathering 

or fai l ing to register a guest." 

Such antics apparently came to the attention of 

teetotaler and reformer the Reverend Charles E .  

Merri l l .  In  1 9 1 0  he staged a l iquor raid on the club 

that made headlines in the 8051011 PO:;I.  

"There \Vas enough l iquor to stock a c i ty bar

roo m ," Rev. Merr i l l  declared, adding, "And let me 

te l l  you it was h igh class stuff I have pul led off many 

raids, but never in my experience have I scooped 

up so much classy l iquor." 

Speaking of class acts,Vesper membcr H enry H .  

Wilder was the l 1 1 edal i')t i n  the 1 908 U.S.  A 1 l 1ateur. 

H e  lost i n  the second rou nd to Walter J .  Travis .  

Earl ier that same year, Wilder, playing out ofYale, 
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\Von the ational I ntercollegiate Golf Championshjp. 

Active in N e\V England golf circles for many years, 

Wi lder \Vas elected president of the MGA in 1 9 1 7 . 

That \Va') the year Donald R oss re turned (0 

Vesper, not as a cOl11petitor but as an arch i tect .  The 

club had purchased a large tract of farmland across 

the creek 6'01 1 1  the island and retained R oss to design 

nine ne\V holes .  Whi le  he  was at i t ,  he  re-designed 

several of  the exist i ng  

h o l e s .  W h e n t h e  n e\V 

nine opened for play in 

1 92 1 ,  the result \Vas a p3r-

72 layout of 6 , 3 4 1 yards. 

T h e  M assa c h u se t t s  

Open retu rned to  Vesper 

three times. Jesse Guilford 

\Von i n  1 9 2 9 ,  C h arles  

Vo lpone  in 1 9 7 ] ,  a n d  

Fran Quinn ,Jr. , i n  1 990.  

Opposite, clockwise from top 

left: Vesper's c lubhouse, 

built in 1924 after the original 

clubhouse burnt to the 

ground, seen from across the 

putting green; a solitary 

golfer on the par-5 7th hole; 

flag marking launch date of 

the original boating club in 

1875; bunker maintenance on 

No. 6; footprints in the dew 

on the green of No. 12; high

fiving on the green on No. 13, 

a 373-yard par-4. 





B I R T H  O F  

T H E  R Y D E R  C U P 

One of the greatest i l 1 tel'1 lational rivalries in all of sport began 
at h istoric Worcester COl ln try Cll lb  in 1 927. B Y  G E O R G E  K I M B A L L  

E V E R  L E T I T  B E  S A I D  that we 

New Englanders don 't recog

nize a Big Deal when we see 

one. An entire nation was still 

bask ing in  the afterglow of 

C harles Lindbergh's transatlantic R ight two weeks 

earlier, and here in Massachusetts, 

a committee of concerned citi

zens met with Governor Alvan T. 
Fuller, urging him to reconsider 

the  impending execut ions  o f  

Nicola Sacco a n d  Bartolomeo 

Vanzetti . 

sporting world, but in these parts i t  was a major story 

from the outset. 

A l th o u gh th ese were the fi rs t  Ryder  C u p  

Matches, i t  was hardly the first international clash 

between teams of professional golfers. In fact, had 

things gone a bit differently, an earlier rivalry between 

professionals from the Uni ted 

States and France might have 

taken root. 

Informal international matches 

On the day the British Ryder 

Cup team arrived, Babe Ruth 

hit the 1 5 th and 1 6th home runs 

of what would be a 60-homer 

season, while across the Atlantic 

in Paris ,  B i g  B i l l  T i lden beat 

H enri  Cochet in  straight sets at  

the French Open . 

A bove and opposite: Program for the 

inaugural Ryder Cup banquet depicts 

a finishing-hole scene that has not 

changed substantially over the years. 

were somet imes arranged by 

small groups of professional 111 

those early days, and in 1 9 1 3  an 

American squad consist ing of 

Johnny McDermott, Mike Brady, 

Tom McNamara and Alex Smith 

took on a distinguished French 

team at Versailles. The French,  a 

powel{ul force i n  golf i n  that 

early era,  were led by Arnaud 

M assy, the 1907 B ritish Open 

In the newspapers of Boston 

and Worcester, the above stories were rivaled by the 

i nternational golfing competition that was about 

to take place at the Worcester Country l ub. 

Contested barely 50  miles from The Country Club, 

the first Ryder Cup Matches might have been 

considered an obscure competition by most of the 

champion, along with teanU11ates 

Louis Tell ier, Jean Gassiat and Pierre Laf itte. 

Only the outbreak of World WaT I prevented the 

establishment of thi rivalry, and in  192 1 when the 

possibility of another international competition was 

suggested, it was the British who took up the chal

lenge.Just prior to the 2 ,000 Guineas at G leneagles 
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tournament ,  held that summer Jt Glen ea<tles H otel � 

in Scotbnd ,  a team of Scottish � lnd English profes

s ionals beat a squad of American-based profe'>'iion

als  by J L O Y:!  to 4Y:! score. 

F ive yem later, when the l1...&: A  ordered regiona l 

qua l ifying for the 1 926 Brit ish Open ,It Lytham &: 

t. An nes, .l I lother competit ion was alTJnged, fol

lowing the qual if)!ing round at Wentworth , with the 

JssistJnce of J wealthy seed merchJnt ti-om St. Alb::l I 1 s  

in Hertfordshire n.lmed Samuel Ryder. With Abe 

Mi tchel l  leading the way, the home professionab 

admin i�tered J fJir  trouncing, uking 1 3 Y:!  of J pos

sible 16 poin ts. After, R .. yder don,l ted a trophy for 

regubr competition (.It a cost of£250) with the con

dition that the figure Jtop the l id resemble Mitchel l ,  

h is fi-iend.  

I t  i s  i mportant to note that I \. yder, a ')elf-made 

m il l i o n a i re ,  was probably exempt from cert a in  

at t i tudes prev::dent  i n  the upper-cLl')s c irc le ') I n  

w h i c h  h e  tr.lVe led .  Joe Carr, the  mO')t 

accomplished amateur golfer in I r ish 

h istory and who wou ld  go on to 

become captain of the R&:A, once 

recalled an episode fi-om his own 

boyhood which aptly i l l ustrate� 

the sution of the profession 'l l  

goiter i n  t h e  late 1 920S. 

Carr grew up in  the clubhouse 

at Port l 1 larnock,  where h i s  father, ,1 

ret ired Bri t i sh Army warr.l I l t  officer, 

was the  c lub steward . H e  reol l s  the day 

H enry Cotton arr ived to play an exhibit ion on the 

fabled l inks north of Dubl in,  and even more viv

icUy remembers that once the match was completed, 

the membersh ip repai red inside,  leaving Cotton to 

be served refiTshments by h i s  white-gloved butler 

beside h i s  Bentley out  in  the car park . Professional 

golfers were not allowed to set foot in  the clubhouse. 

Ryder harbored no such prejudices. In fact, he pos

i tively idolized the professionals, and delighted in their 

company. He had come to the game fclirly late in l i te 

Jnd was over 50 when he played his fir')t round,  but 
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wen t  on to earn a very respectable six handicap. 

As early as 1 92 3 ,  R.yder had sponsored a profes

sional tournament ,  the Heath and H eather. I t  was 

there that he met Mi tchel l ,  who may have been the 

best golfer of hi� era never to win a Br i tish Ope n .  

M i tchel l ,  a sometime gardener, h i t  i t  off with the 

seed merchant, resulting in  I \. yder engaging M itchell 

as his personal instructor at  the then princely sum 

of £ 1  ,000 per annum.  

The next MJtches were scheduled for the fol-

10wingJune 3---1-, 1 927, at Worcester Country lub, 

where in 1 925 Wil l ie  Macfarlane defeated B obby 

Jones in a playoff for the U.S .  Open tit le .  The dates 

were chosen for their prox imi ty to the U.S. Open, 

which would be played a t  Oakmont the fol Jowing  

week .  The  1 927 Matches would be regarded a s  the  

fim '-official" I\.yder Cup competition because it was 

the first u<;ing an a l l  American-born U. S. tea m .  

T h e  British magazine Coif J11I 1SI r< 7led i n it iated a n  

appeal t o  ra ise t h e  £3 ,000 i t  would cost 

to send the Br i tish tea m .  Although 

£+00 rol led in  the first week of 

the drive, donations subsequently 

lagged, and at  the deadl i ne  the 

team was st i l l  £ 5 00 short of 

its goa l .  The shortfa l l  was ult i

m a t e l y  m a d e  up by R y de r  

h i mself, and a l th ough t h e  team 

was a man short , i t  set sai l i n  M ay 

fi-om Southampton on the .-lq l l ir c 1 l 1 ic 1 .  
MitcheI J ,  who had been appoin ted team ('lP

rain ,  was suffering ti-om stomach pains that were later 

di.lgnosed as appendici t is ,  and withdrew. H was 

replaced on the team by Herbert Jolly, who sai led 

aboard the J\ J'!iestir four dJys la ter and joi ned the 

others in  New York, whi le Ted Ray, a l reJdy on the 

team ,  WJS named capta in .  

There were, of course, no tabu btions of " I:z.yder 

Cup points" in those early days .The makeup of the 

visiting team was determined by Harry Vardon , 

James Braid Jnd J. H Telylor, who held been appointed 

.1S selectors by the British PGA.The selection process 



i n  this country was even more informal .The swash

buclJ ingWalter Hagen would captain the American 

side for the first s ix meetings, and, recal led Cene 

Sarazen ,  " H agen j ust picked the team from among 

h is golfing buddies." 

Sarazen ,  who was the bst survivi ng member 

from those inaugural teams before his death in 

1 999,  had won the U.S. Open in 1 922 and the PCA 

C hampionship i n  1 92 2  and 1 92 3 ,  and said, " I  sup

pose I 'd have been automatically qual ified." 

The foreign-born players who had represented 

the Un i ted Sta tes in 1 92 1  and 1 92 6  scrimmages 

were now inel igibl . I n fact, 5 of the IO players on 

the 1 926 U.S. team wt:re born overseas. Only Hagen ,  

B i l l  M eh l horn and  A I  Watrous rema ined from 

the team that had played at Wentworth the year 

before. Along with Sarazen ,  the other " rookies" 

were Leo Diegel,johnny FarrelJ,john ny Colden and 

joe Turnesa . (AI Espinosa was a lso named to the 

American team , but did not 

p lay in  a match . )  

Bon v ivant  that  he  was, 

Hagen "rolled right up to the 

clubhouse in J Rolls- IZoyce, 

Mementoes of the 1927 Ryder 

Cup hanging in the clubhouse at 

Worcester include an artist's 

rendering of an exhibition match 

between American and British 

professionals held the year before 

at Wentworth, England. Opposite: 

Club members take a whirl around 

the course with a canine friend. 

driven by a chauffeur, with h i s  own trave l ing cad

die," recalJed Fred H i l J ,  a Worcester resident \Vho 

served as Sarazen's caddie that \Veek.  

"Sarazen was s tayi ng  at  the  Bancroft H otel 

downtown \Vi th a Hol ly\Vood couple,  an actor and 

actress who were making a movie that  had some 

golf  scenes. Sarazen gave them lessons out at the 

Worcester Country Club, and they followed h im 

around tha t  \Veek . 

" H e  and H agen \Vere both former caddies them

selves," remembers H i l l ,  who would h i mself go on 

to \Vi n  the  N ew England Publ ic L i n k<; Cham

pionship four t imes .  "They were such rivals for the 

spotlight they'd sometime\ pw,h each other off the 
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The par- s 5th hole at Worcester, viewed 

here from the extreme left of the haz

ard, requires a carry over water on the 

second shot for long hitters. tees if there was .1 cJm-

era around ." 

The Worcester Country Club had been est.1b

lished in 1 900,  but the course wasn 't bui l t  u nt i l  q 
years later. Designed by the estimable Donald R.oss, 

it had offi cial ly opened in September of 1 9 1 -1-, in a 

dedicat ion ceremony presided over by a former 

president (and future chief justice) of the Un i ted 

States,Wil l iam H oward Taft , who fi'equently visited 

a favorite aunt  in nearby M i lbury and held an hon

orary c lub membersh ip. I t  was reca l led by old

t imers that when the 3 3 2-pound Taft struck the 

first bal l  open ing the course, he  topped i t .  

Al l  aspects of the 1 92 7  Matches were fi r<;t class. 

" E verywhere we went ,  we were submerged by 

hospita l i ty and k indness," Bri tish team member 

Arthur Havers would recaLl lJter. "Suddenly we were 

in a world of luxury and plen ty, so different from 

home.  I t  wa someth ing we had never expected. 
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Even the c lubhouses were luxur ious ,  with deep

pile carpets, not l i ke the run-down and shabby 

clubhouses at  home." 

On the eve of the Matches,  it became clear that 

th is  Era of Good Feel ing might end some\\'h re 

between the door exit ing the l ocker room and  the 

first tee .  The Americans wanted to be good hmt� .  

but they had no i ntention of becon- ung the ti r�t 

country to lose the Ryder up. 

To that end,  a delegat ion ti-om the Americ.1n 

PGA met with Ray and  Br i t i sh team 1 l l .1 I l Jger 

George Philpot with four proposals to .1mel ld the 

rules of competit ion.The origina l  u n der<;wlding of 

the rules, as formu Llted by Ryder, h .l d  ca l led for the 

matches to precisely folio\\' the form_l t  of the Walker 

Cup, which had begun some five years earl ier. The 

Americans, however, wanted to substitute four-ball 

matches for foursomes, the latter being a forl11 of 

competition rarely played in  this country even then .  



The hosts also proposed that any match finish

ing all-square continue to a sudden-death result, that 

two points instead of one be awarded for victories 

i n  two-man team events, and that both teams should 

be  a I Jowed to substitute a player in singles on the 

second day. 

The Brit ish conceded only on the last point ,  for 

both captains had reason to anticipate that some l ine

up j u ggling might be i n  order. George Gadd had 

become so violently seasick on the crossing that he 

had not  fuI Jy recovered his  form .  He had played so 

poorly i n  practice rounds that at  h is  own sugges

t ion h e  was he ld  out  of the  compet i t ion . The 

Americans feared that  Watrous, who was nursing 

what the  loca l  newspaper descr ibed as "a spl i t 

finger," m ight be s imilarly i ndisposed. 

" I t  i s  doubtfu l  that Watrous wi l l  be able to play 

tomorrow," p redicted the June  2 f; j /orcester Ca;::ette. 

As it turned out ,  AJ was a trouper:  He not  only 

Although essentially a parkland 

course, Worcester has stands 

of trees that lend a distinct New 

played but won in both four- England character to the layout. 

somes and si ngles .  

"With good weather a big crowd is expected to 

watch the play which wil J  cont inue through Fr iday 

and today's perfect offering of the weather man was 

accepted as a hopefu l  augury of the brand that 

nlay prevail tomorrow. The forecaster had nothing 

worse than ' cloudy' to predict," noted the Worcester 

paper on the eve of the big match .  

On Friday, a photo i n  the evening Ca;::ette of 

H agen shaking hands wi th  Ray ident i fied the  nas

cent competition as "the Ryder Cup Matches for 

the professional championship of the worl d ." The 

aftern oon paper also conta ined an  overview of 

the morning port ion of the 36-hole fou rsomes 

matches: "At the start of the afternoon rounds the 

teams seemed to be playing a better brand of golf, 

especiaIJy those who finished on the wrong ,ide of 

the ledger at the end of the morning session ." 
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Frank H ickey, who caddied for the Engli�h cap

ta in ,  remembers ]�ay as "a  big man , a huge man . 

Be l ieve me, the ground shook when he swung the 

c 1ub l  Ray \v::IS 50 then , considerably older than 

anyone else in the field, but he \Vas longer off the 

tee th,1 I 1  any of them by a good +0 yards ! "  

That  fi rst day\ p lay sa\V Watrous  t e J m  \Vith 

Sarazen to \Vin  the i r  36-hole fou rsomes mJtch 

,1gainst Havel'S and Jolly, 3 Jnd 2 ,  whi le a closer match 

involving both captains  sa\V Golden and rl agen 

defeat  F red R.obson J n d  I<.. JY, 2 and  I ,  a s  the  

Americans raLl ied ti'om 3-do\Vn to  I -UP by  winning 

the 1 2 th ,  L 3 th ,  I.j.th and 1 5 th .  

FarreLl and Turnesa put \Vhat the visitors described 

as a "dog l iceme" on George Duncan and Archie 

Compston ( " ' R  and 6" being the standard price of 

a dog l icense i n  EngL 1I 1d) , \Vhi le  the invaders' lone 

consolation came fi-om Aubrey Boomer and Charle� 

Whi tcombI.', \Vho between them scored level four\ 

for the 3 1  holes necessary to fin ish off D iegel and 

Mehlhorn , 7 and ) .  

"One o f  the chief reasons for our fai lure  was the 

superior putting of the American team ," Ray told 

the I I  i>rreslcr TcIc..l!mll /  after the fi rst day. "They holed 

out much better than \VI.' d id ." H is caddie, now H 7 , 

recalls that as an understatement .  

"The Br it ish players were a lmost a l l  better str ik

ers of the baL I  than the Americans \Vere," said Hickey. 

"Their short game j ust wasn 't there. ot only did 

they putt badly, they had a lot of trouble around the 

greens ,  too." 

But  Ray was also impressed by the Amer icans' 

superior long-iron play. 

" I  f the same number of holes had required brassie 

shots to reach the green,  I would certainly look more 

favorably on our chances," he told reporters, whi le 

maintaining that the early results had "not kil led our 

team spi r i t ." 

R ay 's hopes for a comeback in  s ingles were 

dashed a l I 1 1o�t from the outset .  After Mehlhorn 

edged COl l lp.,ton ,  I -Up, the next three nutche� 

\VerI.' U .S. runa\Vays: Farrell defeated Bo01 1 1er 5 and 

J (j .2  :\ c o  1\1 \L () " \\. L\ L I L -L  ( J  I G 0 L I L H S 

+, Golden walloped Jolly and 7 and Diegel crushed 

the Bri tish captain by a 7 and 5 score. 

O n ly D u ncan ,  who beat Tu rnesa,  J -up,  and  

Whi tcombe, who halved the day's l a s t  match with 

Sarazen , salvaged poi n ts for the vis i tors .  And the 

latter should probably be marked \Vi th an aster

i sk :  Down fi ve with n i n e  to play, Sarazen had 

charged from behind to dra\V \ evel on the penul

t imate hole. Aware that the competition had already 

become a rout ,  he sport ingly (and in tent ional ly, 

i nsists caddie H i l l) three-putted the l ast to produce 

the a l l -square resu l t .  

The other two matches saw H agen post a 2 and 

I win over H avers, and Watrous beat  R obson 3 and 

2 for what proved to  be a 9 Y2 to 2 Y2 t r iumph for 

the U. . in the inaugural Ryder Cup M atches . The 

hometo\Vn press was �ol l lewhat smug in  victory. I n  

the fol lowing morning's paper, cartoonist  A l  Banx 

depicted rlagen as a " Big Game rl unter," dangl ing  

the  pe l t  of the Br i tish l ion from his  mash ie ,  above 

the gloat ing caption " Britannia ru les the world,  but 

what about  rhe fai rwJYs) "  

" When i t  comes t o  gett ing t h e  l i tt le rou n d  bal l  

into the l i t t le round hole." conceded Capta in R ay, 

" there's no talking.You Americans have us whackedl "  

A n d  thus the Americans were first to take posses

sion of the Ryder Cup, even though i ts benefactor 

never sa\V those Matches. In the end, Ryder, who 

died in 1 936, only twice \Vitnessed the contest he'd 

helped found, in 1 929 at Mo rto\\,n Golf Club, and 

in 1 933 at Southport &. AinsdJle Golf Club. 

" I t  \Vas a fe\V years later that I final ly met Samuel 

Ryder himself
,
" recalled Sarazen.  " He was a great 

gentleman and a great lover of golf." 

And a man \Vho \Vould doubtless be both hocked 

and proud to see what the product of his i nugi lu

tion had become these many decades later. 

Ce()/�l!e };lIl Iba/l is all a l l '(nd- l l 'i l l l l l l l,\! (Oll l l l l l lisl t;1/' Ihe 

Boston H erald alld , 1  I I lell /ber , 1 1  SOll lh Shore o l l l l lry 

Cillb ill Hill,l!h, l I I l .  His arritic or(l!illa/ly ajJjJeared ill 

The 1 999 Ryder Cup Journal . 



Scenes from the Massachusetts Amateur 

Championship 
W O R C E S T E R  C O U N T R Y  C L U B ,  A U G U S T 1 4 , 2 0 0 0  

Counterclockwise from 

above: R. D. Haskell,  

Jr.; teeing off on the 

par-S 5th hole; sug

gested line of play 

from a dad serving as 

caddie; medal-round 

scores; a busy practice 

range. 
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A t  the Turn 

Mellloirs of a Massachusetts Golfer 
B Y  J O H N  U P D I K E  

I 
T H I  K 0 1'  M Y S E L F  as a Pennsylvania 

native and a New York writer, but T OO% 

a Massachusetts golfer. I never touched 

a club until ,  at the age of twenty-five, I 

The Country Club in Brookl ine to devote some 

of i ts turf to golf. So, without young Florence 

Boi t  and her good times at Pau , there might  have 

been no course at The Country Club, and h en c e  

no venue wherein Ouimet would beatVardon a n d  

Ray in a 1 9 1 3  playofffor t h e  U. S. Open , and Jul ius  

Boros would vanquish Arnold Palmer and Jacky 

became resident in the Bay State; an 

aunt of my wife's put a driver into my hand on her 

side lawn in Wellesley, and complinlented me on my 

swing at a phantom ball, and 

thus sent me haring, for over 

forty years now, after my 

unfulfilled golf potential. 

REGARD ED as America's foremost man 

of letters, John Updike was born in 

1 9 3 2 ,  in Shillington, Pen nsylvania. He grad-

uated from Harvard in 1 9 5 -1- ,  and spent a 

year in England. at the Ruskin School of 

Drawing and Fine Art in O x ford. From 1 9 5 5  
t o  1 9 5 7  he was a member o f  t h e  staff o f  Tlte 

Nell' Yorker, to w hich he has contributed 

poems, short stories. essays and book reviews. 

Since 1 9 5 7  he has lived in Massachusetts, 

where he took up golf. His novels have won 

the Pulitzer Prize. the National Book Award, 

the Amer ican Book Award. the ational 

Book Critics Circle Award and the Howells 

M edal . While his witty musings on golf 

were previously collected in the book Golf 
Dreallls, the following essay was composed 

expressly for A COI/I II/Ol/wea/11t of Golfers. 

C u p i t  i n  a 1 9 6 3  O p e n  

playoff, and C urtis Strange 

would hold oft-Nick Faldo 

in yet another p layoff at 

the U. S. Open, in 1 9  

and thus MassachusettS golf 

would have missed out on 

three of i ts epic moments .  

L ikewise, if  that aunt-in

law hadn't played golf, [ 

wo u l d  h ave s p e n t  a l o t  

more s u  ITInler afternoons 

worki n g  in t h e  yard or 

answering my mai l .  

I h a d  moved, a s  i t  hap

pened, to the orth hore, 

where the virus imported 

by Miss Boit was festering 

I t  was in  Wellesley, the 

bards of golf history tel l  

us, that golf took root in 

the C o m m o n wea l t h . A 

Miss Florence Boit (who 

can be seen in the Museum 

of Fine Arts, in the cele

brated John Singer Sargent 

port rai t of the four Boit 

sisters) had played the game 

in Pau, France, and in 1 892 

she brough t some c lubs  

and ba l l s  back  t o  h er 

uncle 's home in Wel lesley, 

Arthur B. Hunnewel l .  To 

demonstrate the purpose of these curious imple

ments the athleti c  lass proceeded to lay out a 

within a year or two, caus

ing primitive layouts to spring up on the Essex 

County Club land in Manchester, the Appleton farm 

seven-hole cour e on her uncle 's land and that of 

some neighbors. Among the astonished audience 

of her exh ibition play was one Laurence urtis,  

of Boston , who, ere the year was out,  persuaded 

in I pswich , the Moraine farm on Wenham Lake, 

and at Prides Crossing.The Myopia H unt  Club in  

Hamilton, again t the  better judgment of the  red

coated fox chasers, had nine holes by 1 894; the club 
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hosted the first of i ts four U.S. Opens in 1 898  and 

the l ast one in 1 908 .  

My own obscure golfing career, however, devel

oped, in the [ 950S and '60S, far £i'om these storied 

private venues,  on a number of public courses in 

the area.  Each had its dist inct ions .  Candlewood 

Golf Course, on Essex Road in  I pswich,  was a con

verted farm,  and the farmer's widow, gracious M rs .  

W hipple, took your fees ( less than a dollar, can it be?) 

in a roadside cottage distinguished, if my faltering 

ITlemory serves, by a soft-dri n k  cooler as m ur

murous as a mountain stream and a large photograph 

of Dr. Cary M iddlecoff's swing as captured by stro

boscopic camera. The Candlewood layout was on 

the Aatt ish,  shortish side, but a sufficient chal lenge 

to my novice ski l l s ;  my majestic beginner's s l ice 

posed a considerable threat to the motorists on the 

roads passing  to the r igh t  of the first and n inth fai r

waysThere were two long holes, and then two short 

ones, and a fifth which asked that you walk back to 
a tee framed by apple trees and h i t  a bl ind drive 

which ,  if errant ,  could threaten players on the sixth 

tee and fairway. A t  the center of the course, a num

ber of fai rways came together on a knol l  of deso

late bareness, a L I  i ts grass and mayAowers worn to 

dust by the in tersection of many wheels and drag

ging cleats. From this  lunar knol l ,  the h igh est point  

on the layout, there was a 360-degree batt le  pano

rama ofloping pre-adolescents, white-haired retirees, 

and off-duty c1ammers as they struggled to move 

the baLI along the circui ts of the hard-u ed Lttle 

course. My older son, at the age of ten, would p lay 

Candlewood all of a surmner day, working in  as many 

as fifty-four holes .  

A mi le  farther down Essex Road,  in the hamlet  

of Essex, where c l ipper-ship bui lding had,  within a 

century, given way to the fried-seafood business, the 

Cape Ann l inks offered n ine  holes of greater length  

and less harrowing  contigu ity than  Candlewood, 

with some exhi larat ing v iews of marsh and sea . 

The seventh hole, a longish par-three, ask d that you 

h i t  across a stretch of mudAat;  more than once, a t  

i cy  h igh t id  , we took off our shoes and socks to  

reach the hole and, on a paral le l  causeway to the  
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eighth fai lway, waded back. Beside the green of the 

ninth hole one was rewarded with a handshake 

from the owner, who proprietorially basked in one 

of the few golf carts available. I t was a Depression

vintage course of minimal amenity and maximum 

intimacy; the owner's son drove the gang mowers, 

the daughter-in-law sold the Cokes and second-hand 

bails, and the aging holder of the course record (64, 

I think) often acted as starter. Weekends saw long 

waits on the first tee. Greenheads, an insatiable fly 

bred in marshes, were a seasonal torment.You teed 

off on broken tees pried into the 

interstices of rubber matsThere 

occasion the scene of a spectacular roller-coaster ride, 

the rubber-tired golf cart doing slow wheelies on 

the wet grass all the way down to the eleventh 

green, while i ts duo of passengers yelped. 

I t  was a happy and varied world, public golf, but 

an increasingly crowded one, as televised tourna

ments gave the sport glamour, and the population 

of eastern Massachusetts grew, and a prospering 

economy freed ever more wage slaves to the joys 

of recreation . My oId companions in driving miles 

to make a hard-won publinx tee time slowly faded 

away, and my sputtering battery 

were soggy patches and parched 

stretches on the fain¥ays at the 

same time of year. But  the sea 

air and short-sleeved bonhornie 

were hard to beat. I t  was on this 

modest par-70 that I had my 

best round ever: a 3 8  on the 

first nine was topped by a par 

35 on  the second (the same 

" Amid the laconic 
was recharged by member hip 

in a private c lub.  Thus was I 

admit ted to the  pr iv i l eged,  

c u r r i e d  terra i n s  o f  Myopia  

and Essex, of Peabody's Salem 

and Sa l em's Kernwood ,  o f  

Brookline's Country Club and 

N ewton 's Brae B u r n  a n d  

courtesies of an 
afternoon foursonle 
one is not pernutted 
to forget that golf 

nine) , making a marvellous 7 3 .  

My opponent refused to pay 

is, as well as a conl
petitive ordeal , a 
fornl of socialization: '  

Wellesley's Wellesley. Gradually 

I acquired a country-club man

ner, an ease with chits and cad-

their debts, I had played so far above my head. 

And other courses beckoned, a bit inland: QuId 

Newbury, with its aggravatingly elevated greens and 

pleasantly elevated screened clubhouse veranda; the 

Rowley Country Club, constructed as a lark by a re

tired Peabody contractor, i ts fairways newly seeded 

and its third hole an imposing watery dogleg; New 

Meadows, where the buzz of traffic along Route I 

rnixed with that of the mosquitoes. Some public 

courses boasted eighteen holes: Wenham, whose 

l inkslike back nine throbbed to the periodic passage 

of Boston and Maine commuter trains; Lynnfield's 

Colonial, where Canada geese and their offal were 

superabundant and Red Sox players could occa

sionally be spotted, treading lightly; Boxford's Far 

Corner, i ts precipitous fairways on one witnessed 

die tips, and an expectation of 

lush green spaces populated by discreetly scattered 

golfers, of three- or even four-level tees and carts 

equipped with grass-seed ladles that make replac

ing divots a faux pas, of clubhouses whose walls 

shone l ike those of Byzantine churches with gold

lettered walnut plaques proclaiming tournament 

results from bygone ages and with silvered clubs 

and balls of i ntense historic i nterest, and of pro shops 

stocked as densely as a flower shop with fanned 

bouquets of high-tech multi-metal clubs, and of 

locker rooms scaJed like the Baths of Caracuila, and 

of dining facilities that make upstairs at the Ritz look 

l ike a pizza parlor. However hard I endeavor to 

blend in, in costume and manner, my golf, I fear, has 

betrayed me, remaining ragged and unmannerIy

public-course golf, formed in the  school of hard 
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knocks. N ever m.ind; onward I go, spring, summer, 

and fall, in pursuit of that vision glimpsed in Wellesley 

nearly half a century ago. 

N ow what, in all this motley exp rience, is dis

tinctly of a Massachusetts character? The Puritan 

founders of this Commonwealth have contributed, 

i t  may be, a certain Spartan tang to the sport, a tang 

less to be tasted in the plush precincts ofConnecticLlt, 

so much of it suburban to New York City and i ts 

grotesque m egabucks ,  or even in the  precious 

courses carved from R hode Is land's meagre, i nJet

n ibbled acreage. Massachusetts 

slow to come, with many a May time feint, but when 

it does it is a temperate sweetheart that rarely lacks 

a cooling breeze and a bearable hum.idity. No dawn 

risings to avoid the cruel scorch of midday; no late

afternoon rounds draggi ng  past d in nert ime.  [ n  

Massachusetts one strides o r  rides cheelfully into the 

heart of the day, as through the warm months the 

scenery rings i ts changes from blossom-time to leaf 

season, each with its own glories, i ts height and 

texture and t int  of rough, i ts qualities of tUlf under

foot  and of c loud overhead.  Golf  becomes an  

exhilarating reason to  get out

clubhouses, by and large, rarely 

are cast in the mock-Tudor, 

half-timbered style favored in 

Greenwich,  Stamford, and the 

Hudson Valley, nor are the wait

ing lists for membership as elab

orate ly staged or as c rue l ly  

prolonged a s  there. Easier and 

quicker to help crew a spacesh.ip 

to Uranus and back than run the 

h urdles a t ,  say, Dar ien 's Wee 

B u rn .  On t h e  o ther  h a n d ,  

"As opposed to 
Florida golf, that of 
Massachusetts offers 

doors and take a long soak in 

Nature. I nsects, except for spring 

blackflies and August  green

heads in some locales, are no  

problem; nor  does an alligator 

threaten to slither ravenously up 

from a water hazard, or a rat

tlesnake to uncoil from behind 

a red rock, or a scorpion to skit

ter h issing out of a burrow in  a 

s and  trap.  N a t u re h as b e e n  

an entertainingly 
u nBat terrain, rich in 
sidehill lies and blind 
shots over this or that 
immediate horizon ." 

Massachusetts golf is not as rugged, nor as truncated 

in the length of its season,  as that in the three states 

of northern N ew England. Cape Cod can entertain 

play in any month of the year, and even north of 

Boston a good season stretches from a muddy start 

in April to a balmy last round in N ovember. As 

opposed to Florida golf, that of Massachusetts offers 

an entertainingly unflat terrain, rich in side hil l  lies 

and blind shots over this or that immediate horizon . 

H il ly, but ,  un l ike that of Vermont,  not showily 

dependent on mountain views and prodigious feats 

of bulldozing to achieve a teeing area. 

And, in distinction from Florida or Arizona or 

Alabama golfers, those of Massachusetts can venture 

out under the noon sun of most any summer day 

without suffering heat prostration . The summer is 

tamed, but for the wilderness 

within that produces wild and woolly golf shots. 

The character of one's companion Massachusetts 

golfers deserves to be particularized. They are not 

the high rollers of Palm Springs and Winged Foot; 

a dollar a side, or a quarter a skin, i s  enough to whet 

a thrifty Yankee's competi tive edge and to bring the 

excitement of fll1ancial concern to a four-foot putt. 

In keeping with the Commonwealth's Puritan her

i tage, we (if I may) know that l ife is a val e  of tears, 

al l is vanity, and earthly comfort i s  not the ma in  

issue. Co ld  days, damp days , nasty days are n ever

theless days for golf. 

Having been weaned on the essays of Ralph 

Waldo Emerson,  Massachusetts golfi rs know that 

"a  foolish consistency is the hobgobl in  of l itt le 

minds"; the inconsistencies of their game do not 
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trouble them so much as phi losophically amuse 

them. Aware, too, that " if the single man plant him

self indomitably on h is i nstincts, and there abide, the 

huge world will come around to him," they are loyal 

to their i nstinctive, untutored swings, and do not 

hurry off to seek i nstant relief in the faddish les

sons of the golf pro, who comes from California and 

winters in  Sarasota. The Massachusetts golfer wears 

his  golf as he wea rs his 

turtleneck and creaseless 

corduroys and ten-year

old golf shoes; they may 

sag and hurt a bit ,  but 

they are his own, and "in 

self-trust all the virtues 

are comprehended." Yet 

the self-trust is tempered 

by, as Em.erson 's disciple 

Thoreau put it, knowl

edge that "the mass of 

men lead l ives of quiet 

desperat ion" and each 

man is "a  parcel of vain 

strivings." Vainly striving 

togeth er  on t h e  golf  

course ,  M assach u setts  

golfers evince a puckish 

stoicism and, usually, an 

unforced good humor. 

" M a n n ers ," to quote  

E merson once more, "are the  happy ways of  doing 

things," and am.id the laconic courtesies of an after

noon foursome one is not permitted to forget that 

golf is ,  as well as a competitive ordeal, a form of 

socializat ion . 

One might wonder if the common philosoph

ical wealth that Massachusetts i nherits hasn't sapped 

our lust for victory. A relatively few native golfers 

have excelled at the national level .There was Ouimet 

and his epic feat in 1 9 1 3 ,  but in modern annals the 

non-sportswriter is hard pressed to come up with 

names beyond those of Paul Harney, Bob Tosk.i and 

Pat Bradley. Toski rapidly won six tournaments in 

1 95 3 - 5 4 ,  and then slumped into a distinguished 

career as a golf i nstructor. Litt le R hode I sland and 

Connecticut have done slightly better, producing 

Julius Boros, Brad Faxon and Ken Green . The cli

mate can be blamed, but is i t  much worse than that 

of western Pennsylvania, 

which produced Arnold 

Palmer, or of Roches

ter, New York, whence 

came Wal ter  H a gen ? 

I t  is certainly better for 

golf than that of Swe

den, but look at Jesper 

Parnev i k  a n d  A n n i ka 

Sore nstam . Compared 

w i t h ,  say, b leak  a n d  

w i n dy Texas , w i t h  i ts 

parade of greats from 

Byron Nelson and Ben 

H ogan to L ee Trevino 

and Ben Crenshaw and 

beyond,  Massachusetts 

has kept its golf to i tself, 

a green secret tu cked 

here and there among its 

spired towns and bravely 

surviving farms. I l.ike i t  

that way. I never feel closer to my adopted state than 

when perambulating those green spaces, search

ing for the phi losopher's stone behind a sweet, 

repeatable swing while casting a sideway glance 

at the early-budding wil lows and late-budding 

oaks,  the swampy groves with their mossy stumps 

and spr ingt ime skunk cabbage, the wooden

bridged rivulets, the shimmering h igh rough of 

summer, and autumn's blazing fringe of h ickories 

and maples al l  a long the fairway. 
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A P I O N E E R  I N  

T H E  B E R K S H I R E S 

After bl l ilding ai le of the co l l l l try s earliest golf courses 
1 1 1  1 895 ) Stockbridge Golf Cil lb i1l / Jel l ted tlte ill / Jitational ) today 

the heart al ld 501 1 1 of Americal1 cll lb  golf col 1 lpetitiol l .  

H E  C H A H M I  G C O U H S E  l ies i n  

the Ra t  of the sunken meadows 

which the H ousatonic, in the few 

thousand years whjch are necessary 

for the proper preparation of a golf 

course, has obligingly eaten out of 

the high accompanying bluffs ." 

putting greens the random sli ces of certain noto

rious amateurs." 

Even when the Housatonic inundates the course, 

as has happened on numerous occasions, sometimes 

more than once in a single golfseason , Stockbridge 

members seem to have the capac

ity to fi n d  " m err iment"  in the  

disaster. I n  one  early Rood, c lub 

member WalterTuckerman recalled 

canoeing happily "over practically 

every part of the course," and com

ing upon an even happier angler 

"who caught 1 5  or 20 pounds of 

carp near the great wil low tree." 

Thus is Stockbridge Golf Club 

descr ibed by Owen Johnson i n  

" Even Threes," a short story first 

published in The Celltllry Mngn;::ille 

in 1 9 1 2 . The classic tale tells what 

happens when two members of 

average skills inexplicably play the 

rounds of their lives, only to fmd that 

no one else at the club will believe 

them. As a member at Stockbridge 

for more than 30 years, the author 

well understood the foibles of the 

golfers at h is  club and the impact of 

the ubiquitous Housatonic, which 

bears on play to some degree on 1 3  

of 1 8  holes, on them. 

For its centennial year in 1995, 

Stockbridge Golf Club produced a 

poster bearing its distinctive crest. 

Opposite: The par-5 15th hole, 485 

Tuckerman, a serni-finalist in the 

[ 9 1 0  U.S. Amateur atThe Country 

Club, was one of several multiple 

winners of the tockbridge Golf 

Club Men's I nvitational, fi rst held 

in 1 897 and arguably the oldest invi

tational in the country.At  i ts incep

tion and unt i l  [ 94 I , the  I nvitational yards long, finishes near the 1st tee 

and golf shop. 
was an individual match-play tour

ney.Jesse Guilford, a U.S. and Massachusetts Amateur "The river, which goes wriggling on i ts way as 

though convulsed with merr iment," Johnson con

tinued, " is garnished with luxurious elms and wil

lows, which occasional ly deRect to the d ifficu l t  

champion , was another early winner at Stockbridge. 

After 1 94 1 , the tournament became the four-ball 

team event i t  i s  today. 
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No. 7 at Stockbridge, a S04-yard 

dogleg par-S, requires an approach 

shot over the Housatonic River to 

a green backed by a rock outcrop

ping and maple tree. 

Once described as "one of 

th great ,  great granddaddy 

t o u r n eys w i th  an  u n i n terru pted h i s tory," t h e  

Stockbridge I nvitational was the model for in ter

c lub competit ions throughout the Northeast and 

beyond,  as visi t ing golfers took back to their home 

clubs word of the format's many desirable features, 

inc luding i ts capacity for fomenting fi' iendship and 

affabil i ty as  well as in tense rivalry. In  the post-World 

War I I  years, the I nvitational developed mostly i nto 

a con test pitt ing Berkshire County against i nvaders 

ti'om the Spri ngfield-H olyoke area .  

Wh i le a number of male golfers have made their 

mark at Stockbridge over the years, a single woman 

stands out in  the club's ent ire h istory, and that is 

Rosamond ' I<...os' Sherwood. In [ 920, at age 20, the 

Stockbridge member was chosen for a team offour 

women sent to ngland by the USGA to represent 

the US against the best women golfers of Great 
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Britai n - the precursor to the Curt is  C up. On the 

same trip she played i n  the Bri tish Ladies'  Golf  

Championship at Newcastle, County Down , I reland. 

After runn ing  a stake through her foot vault ing a 

fence, however, Sherwood was forced to play on 

crutches, and lost her match .  U n daunted, she wen t  

o n  to compete i n  France, then, o n  a Right to Scotland 

for more golf at St . Andrews, barely escaped with her 

l i fe when the a irplane she wa in developed engine 

trouble and feU i nt o  the EngJjsh hannel ,  fortunately 

not far from land .  

Back home, R.os set-

tied into a much less pre

c a r i O u s  ex i s t ence  J n d  

assumed a near t tal lock 

on the Stockbridge ladies' 

club championsh ip. She 

won t h e  S tockbr i dge 

Wo m e n 's I n v i ta t i o n a l 

Opposite, clockwise from top 

left: A schematic of No. 12,  

showing the river "wriggling 

on its way as though convulsed 

with merriment"; No. 12 in 

real life, from the 90-yard 

mark; young parents and son 

having sport on the 4th green; 

view from the championship 

tee box for No. 16; graveyard 

behind the green on No. 2. 







Tournament three times and the Women's Amateur 

Cha mpionship of Berkshire County once. She and 

fellow Stockbridge member Don I ngram a lso won 

the All ied M ixed Foursomes Tournament several 

t imes .  [ n  1 930 ,  when the  even t  was hosted by 

Stockbridge, she and Ingram played the 1 3 th ,  1 4th 

and I 5 th holes in seven shots-five under par

including a double eagle on the 1 5 th .  

The m os t  dom i n a n t  p l ayer c o m i n g  out  of  

Stockbridge since the  era 

of Ros S h erwood has  

Rosamond 'Ros' Sherwood, 

whose picture hangs in the 

clubhouse at Stockbridge, was 

"the shining light of women's 

golf in the Berkshires" from 

the 19205 to the 19605, 

according to the club's history, 

winning the Stockbridge 

Women's Invitational three 

times, numerous club cham

pionships and various regional 

titles. She was the sister of 

playwright Robert Sherwood. 

been J i m  Sal inetti , who 

t u r ned profess i ona l  i n  

the fal l  of 2000 after an

other outstanding year in 

a m a t e u r  compet i t i o n .  

Successfu l ly  defend ing 

h i s  t i t l e ,  h e  won t h e  

M assachusetts Amateur 

i n  an excit ing 36-hole final 

staged at Worcester Country 

The par-3 5th hole is short, at 121 

yards, but all carry over the Housa

tonic. Stockbridge's flat terrain 

makes it a popular walking course. 

Club. Trai l ing Larry N uger by as many as 3 -down 

after 1 3  holes, the 22-year-old Sa]jnetti took h is fi rst 

and onJy lead after 29 holes.The pair halved the next 

s ix holes with N uger conceding the 36th .  His vic

tory made him the first player to win back-to-back 

titles since Kevin Johnson in 1 987-88 .  H e 's the 

seventh player to win the crown three or more 

t imes-he also won i n  1 997.  

Stockbridge's club history closes with a verbal 

snapshot of the diverse membership attracted to this 

pioneering gol f (and tenn is) club in the B erksh i res :  

"Seasoned competitors with vivid memories and 

teenage golfers with bright futures play a longside 

each other. A viol inist and a film director make a 

foursome with a bank president and a paving con

tractor. A n  artist and an engineer battle an interior 

designer and a theologian in mixed doubles ." 
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L AY O U T S O F  

H I G H E R L E A R N I N G  

Williams College }s Taconic amI MOl lnt  Holyoke }s 
The Orchards get straight A }s from discriminating golfers. 

N T H E  WA L L  next to the bar 

at  the Tacon ic  Golf  Club in  

Wil l iamstown, photographs of  

Wi l l i ams  Col lege golf  teams 

span n early a century, a fashion 

parade that reveals young men in  plus fours and 

Taconic is h i l l ier, but both layouts are fraught with 

the uneven l ies that come with mountainous ter

rain .  Both have their roots in Scottish golfing  tra

ditions in the persons of their first golfprofe sionals. 

Taconic h i red Dick Baxter, a Scot who came down 

fi'om Canada, in 1 924,  in i tia l ly to help bui ld the 

course and plant i t  with trees, 

ultimately to serve both as club 

pro and green keeper for four  

decades. H i s  legacy is  found  

mo t evidently in a sign he pre

pared and  which  st i l l  hangs 

outside the pro shop, i ts Scots

laconic message : 
" 0 preferred l ies . We play 

golf here!"  

argy l es in  t h e  1 920S ,  w h i t e  

b u c k s  a n d  crew c u ts i n  t h e  

1 950S, long hair a n d  jeans i n  

the  1 970s, spikeless shoes and  

Ra lph  L a u re n  Pol o  i n  the  

1 990S .  I n  contrast,. the  c lub

h ouse a t  The Orchards Golf 

C l u b  in S o u t h  H ad l ey has  

fra m e d  p h o tos of  M o u n t  

H olyoke girls o f  the 1 930S and 

1940S (and they were invariably 

called "girls," or "coeds," in that 

era) , taking putt ing lessons in 

long skirts or teeing oft- wear

ing circle pins and penny loafers. 

Both c lubs bear l ightly but 

unm istakably their c lose asso

ciat ion with the schools that 

An admonition dating from Taconic's 

earliest days is posted on the golf shop door. 

Opposite: As seen from the 12th fairway, 

the tower of Thompson Memorial Chapel, on 

the Williams College campus, provides an 

elegant counterpoint to the smokestack. 

D o n a l d  l:z.oss  i s  c red i ted  

wi th  t h e  de s ign of  T h e  

Orchards  b u t  accord i n g  t o  

Mount Holyoke archive ,James 

D. Young, a blacksnuth 's son 

from a vil lage not far frolll t .  

Andrews, Scotland, was h i red 

by H olyok si lk m i l l  mogul 

own the land on which today's members play golf  

i n  the i r  own in imj table fash ions .  They also have i n  

common several other things .  T h e  natural  beauty 

of  the  country ide surrounds and shapes them.  

Jos.eph Skinner to lend a hand i n  bui lding the  first 

n ine holes atThe Orchards in 1 91 1 .  H i mselfan avid 

golfer, Skinner had the course bui l t  primari ly for 

his  daughter, E l isabeth,  a crack amateur who would 
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go on to win the Endi cott Cup, ::Imong many other 

prizes .Young was made pro and green keeper the fol

lowing year and stayed on for nearly four 
decades, working ::IS an accou ntant at 

Skinner S i lk M i lls in the off-sea-

son , eventual ly retir ing in 1 959 .  

Wllen he began teaching golf to 

students in the 1 930S, Mount  

Holyoke, the oldest college for 

wom en in the  Un i ted tates, 

became the only college in New 

England with that sport in i ts phys

ical education program.  

The two cou rses are also on common ground as 

tests of golf. Taconic has hosted numerous national 

and state championships, including a U.S. Women's 

a U.S. Senior, a U.S .Jun ior and three Massachusetts 

Amateur championships. When the NCAA National 
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hampionship was he ld  here i n  1 95 8 ,  the  fie ld  

included numerous players who went on  to  successful 

careers as tour pros, among them Phi l  R odgers, who 

won the event, Tom my Aaron,  A l  Geiberger, Don 

Massengale and Deane Beman . Sixteen-year-old  

Jack  N i ck l au s  was  i n  t h e  fi e l d  w h e n  Tac o n i c  

hosted the U .  S. Junior A mateur i n  1 956 .  Although 

he lost i n  the senli-final ,  he made his  preSence fel t  

that  year by hol ing an 8-

i ron from 1 75 yards on the 

par-3 J 4th hole. I t  took 

place on the second day of 

practice rounds. 

The Orchards, which 

Ben Crenshaw once de

clared "the best kept Secret 

in the Northeast," was the 

annual s ite of one of the 

Clockwise from top left: 

From behind the green of the 

390-yard uphill par-4 2nd 

hole at Taconic, a panoramic 

view of the mountains sur-

rounding Wil l iamstown; fall 

foliage adds its distinctive 

beauty to the course in 

October; a trio of students 

on the 38S-yard par-4 3rd 

hole, the No. 2 handicap hole, 

which narrows as it descends 

to a bunkered green. 



biggest amateur events of i ts t ime in the I 940S, the 

Eastern A rea Air  Force Golf hampionship, which 

a ttracted teams from 1 8  bases. Since then i t  too has 

hosted a number of national and state champi

onships ,  including the 200 1 Massachusetts Amateur. 

The U SG A  has announced that The Orchards wil l  

h ost  the U. S. Women 's Open in  2004. 

In [ 973 , the equ ivalent of to day's NCAA cham

pionship for women was held at The Orchards. 

Westford native and L PGA H all of Fame member 

Pat Bradley broke E l i sabeth Skin ner's long-stand

ing course record of 72 in  the opening  round,  but 

soared out  of contention with an 85 on the next 

dayThe U. S. GirlsJunior Championship played 
-
here 

I n  1 9 87 was dedicated to Elisabeth ,  who was then 

1 1 1  her 90S, l iving a reclusive existence in South 

H adley. According to Bob Bontempo, the head 

professional at The Orchards from 1 970 to 1 996, 





E lisabeth rose to the occasion by speaking for I O  

rninutes a t  the prel inunary banquet held for the 1 50 

j u n ior girls i n  the field that year. "And on the day 

of the fina l  match ," added Bontempo, "she had her 

chauffeur drive her up  to the first tee, where she 

rolJed down the window and shook hands with both 

of the finalists." A few weeks after MicheLle McGann 

beat Lynne M iku las i n  that final , El isabeth died .  

F inaUy,Taconic and The Orchards both bear the 

imprint  of notable golf course 

Opposite: A triumphant 

moment for Arnold Palmer, 

whose management com

pany runs The Orchards Golf 

Club in South Hadley, is 

captured in a photograph 

inside the refurbished club

house. Above: Just beyond 

the practice putting green, 

the clubhouse looks down 

on the 1st and 18th holes. 

des igners .  Tacon ic  came i n to 

existence as a three-hole course 

la id  out  on athlet ic fields adj a

cent to the present 1 8 th fairway, 

with tomato cans for cups, but  

i t  d id not truly come i nto i ts 

own unt i l  Wayne Sti les of St i les 

& Van K Jeek,  a Boston fi rm,  was 

commiss ioned  to des ign a n d  

construct a n  J 8-hole course i n  1 92 7 .  St i les was 

noted for large teeing areas, dramatic bunkering and 

greenside 1 T 1Ounding, which tended to narrow the 

target for approach shots .  [ n  the same year, 

Joseph Skinner hired Donald R..oss to 

b u i l d  n i n e n e w  h o l es at T h e  

Orchards as, i n  the words o f  the 

arch i tect's associate, Wal ter B. 

Hatch of North Amh rst, "an 

excel lent addition to your pres

ent  course . . .  of better golfing 

value than those which you now 

play." Hatch 's est imated cost for 

bu i ld ing  what are presently holes -1-
through 8 , 1 2  through I ) ,  and a port ion of J 6 ,  was 

$34 , 3 -+9 ·  

Upon his death i n  1 9-1- 1 , S k i n n er, who h a d  

presided over Mount Holyoke's board o f  trustees 

from 1 9  [ 2  to 1 93 1 ,  deeded The OrchJrd� to the col-
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The 14th hole, descending from the 

highest point on the course at The 

Orchards, is a 40S-yard par-4 with 

a right-to-Ieft-sloping fairway and a 

green canted from back to front. 

Legend has it that the green mirrors 

the contours of the Mount Holyoke 

range in the background. Opposite: 

On the practice range, a convenient 

aiming point is the steeple of a 

former church, now housing the 

museum dedicated to silk mill mogul 

.Joseph Skinner. 

l ege for the token sum of 

$25 ,000.  ( I t  would cost  at  

least $ 1 5  mi l l ion to bui ld the 

course  today, accord ing to 

o n e  rec e n t  guess t i m a t e . )  

Operated a s  a private mem

bership club for many years, 

owned by but independent 

of the college,The Orchards 

was turned over to the Arnold Palmer Management 

Company in  1 999 on a 25 -year lease agreement . I n  

retu rn ,  the fi rm establ ished a $500,000 endow

ment  fund for the school's golf team ,  named i n  

memory o f  Arnold Palmer's recently deceased wife, 

Winn i e .  The n ew operato r i nvested heavi ly i n  

retu rn ing  the  layout  to Dona ld  R oss' or ig ina l  

design , recapturi n g  the actual sizes of many of the 

greens .  Even the new scorecard at  The Orchards 

capital izes on the Iz.oss mystique.  

" N estled in a r ich maple and birch tree forest, 
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this gem from 1 92 2  is truly a shotn,aker's delight ," 

the card reads. " Decision making begins with the  

tee shot, the first piece in a puzzle that  evolves fi'om 

hole to hole." 

Bontempo organized Mount Holyoke's first gol f  

team when h e  arrived in 1 970 a n d  sti l l  teaches golf 

to undergraduates h ere. He considers his biggest 

ach ievement the role  he  played in nurturi n g  the 

game of Anne Marie Tobin ,  Class of I 97 S .  " When 

she first arrived she  was shooting in  the 90S," h e  

reca l l ed ,  " b u t  b y  h er sen ior  year s h e  won t h e  

M assach uset t s  S t a t e  I n tercol l eg i a te ,  t h e  N ew 

England Women's I n tercol legiate and  the  Pen n  

State I nvitationa 1 .  She was and i s  m y  pride and joy." 

I n ciden ta l ly, Dona ld  R oss's daugh ter, L i l l i an  

Grace R oss, was a 1 93 2  graduate of  Mount  Holyoke 

Coll ege, but  her yearbook entry makes no men

t ion of her famous golf connect ion,  report ing  only 

that she majored in  French and played goa l ie  on 

the field hockey team .  





Dimpled Golf Balls 
and Other Wonders 

Cll icopee 's p ioneeri11g sportil 1g goods C0l 1 1pa/ 1Y was started by a11 ace pitcher 

for the Boston Red Stockings named A .  C. Spalding. 

AL B  E R T G O O D  W I  L L S P A L D I N  G was 

only a stripl ing of 22  when he began his rel

atively short but h ighly productive pitching 

career in the fledgling sport of basebal l .  Playing for 

the Boston Red Stockings and the Chicago 

Whi te Sox from r 87 1  to 1 875 ,  he won 24 1  of 

the 3 0 1  games he pitched. H is efforts took the 

Boston team to E ngland on baseball 's first 

foreign tour in 1 874, and later he led the 

White Sox on the first around-the-world 

tour. I n  1 876, SpaJding assisted W il l iam 

H. H ulbert i n  organizing the N ational 

L eague. I n that sea on he acted as sec

retary and team manager of the Chicago 

club. H e  also pitched in  aJ J  of the club's 

66 games, compil ing a record of 5 2  vic

tories and 1 4  defeats. 

E ven as a youth,  A lbert had showed 

an interest in the business side of sport. 

A fter  t h e  J 8 76 sea o n ,  h e  a n d  h i s  

brother,James Spalding, pooled $800 and 

signed papers of co-partnership  "for the 

purpose of carrying on the business of base 

baJJ supplie , sporting goods, etc. , in the 

city of Chicago," under the name of "A. G. 

Spalding and Bro." They opened their 

first store i n  M arch but i t  soon became 

apparent that the n ew bus iness was 

u nderfinanced.The Spaldings turned for assistance to 

W. T. Brown, a brother-in-law who was a rising young 

banker i n  
·
his father's firm .  Brown agreed to join the  

new firm and an "s"  was added to the company name, 

making i t  "A. G. palding and Bro ." 

The firm's first t\;yO decades of operation saw 

numerous innovations. 

A lbert, who l ike many early bal lplayers had  

always made h is own baseballs, now devel

oped the first officia l  baseball for the  

Major L eague. The company also came 

.... 1'W1l-"'!r' out with the first American-made ten

nis balls and footballs and the world's fmt 

basketbal l ,  developed with D r. Jame 

N a i s m i t h ,  t h e  gam e 's i n ve n t o r, i n  

Sprin gfield. 

In keeping with the risin g  i ntere t i n  golf, 

Spalding became the fi rst U.S.  company to 

assemble and sell gol f  c lubs, and i t  claimed a 

hand-forged i ron c lub i nt roduced in  1 894 as 

the very first to be made in thi  country. 

It also manufactured the first American-made 

golf ball, a gutta-percha, in 1 898 .  In 1 900, British 

Albert G. Spalding was a dominating pitcher for the 

Boston Red Stockings before embarking on a suc

cessful career in sporting goods. Top: For three 

decades, the Spalding firm carried golf clubs 

endorsed by Bobby .Jones, whose swing is cap

tured here by a high-speed camera. 
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Open champion HarryVardon came to America to play 

in a series of exhibition matches for Spalding and to pro

mote the Vardon Flyer, a new gutta-percha ball with a 

bramble-patterned cover. Vardon won the U.S. Open 

during h is visit, but the Vardon Flyer failed to take off 

the H askell rubber-core ball had come on the scene to 

displace the gutta-percha. 

Spalding introduced its own rubber ball ,  the Spalding 

Wizard, in I903 . Soon thereafter, it developed a cover 

made ofbalata, a natural rubber that adhered securely 

to the rubber win dings inside the ball and that was 

easier to control. Discovering that a dimpled cover made 

the golfball fly farther and truer, Spalding brought this 

innovation i nto the market in I909 in  the form of the 

Spalding Domino Dimple. 

Meanwhile, the company had moved from C hicago 

to a new facil i ty on Front Street in Chicopee, Mas

sachusetts, in I 904, where it established its executive 

offices and chief manufacturing operation . ( I n  I 948 i t  

moved to its curren t  location on Meadow Street.) 

A. G .  Spalding, who had retired from active partici

pation in  the early 1900s, died in 19 1 5  in  Point Loma, 

California, but his company's pioneering role in the 

sporting goods business, and increasingly in golf, would 

continue throughout the 20th century. 

Spalding's Jones-designed flanged irons from the 1930s 

were an improvement on such straight-backed irons as the 

Chicopee firm's J. Victor East line. Top: A print ad for a best

selling ball from the same era. 

Collier!-. '''/011" IW 

Golfers, have you heard the best golf news of 1931 ? 

T H E N E W- S I Z E 

KRO - FLI TE 
is ;lISt as IOllg as 
the old.! 

KRO-FL ITE 
�:ade bJl Spalding 
75 

• 

A "set" of early golf balls from Spalding display the vari

ety of dimpled surfaces designed, then as now, to help golfers 

in their quest for distance with accuracy. The firm's archive 

contains materials dating back more than 100 years. 
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A W I LY C R U M P I N - F O X 

C O M E S O F  A G E 

It got off to a rocky s tart , (I J 1d  theJ l tll i J lgs took a t l lm for the L I lorse, 
V l l t  after l I Ia J lY years, tllis rel l lO te h ill- tow/ 1 layo l l t  l 1 Iatl l red to become the firs t  public 

go!! col l rse to IlOst tIle N lassach l lsetts Opel l .  

I K E  A N C I E N T  C El T I C  C A I R N S , the  

piles of rocks stand alongside fai rways 

at the Crumpin-Fox Club  in  the  

rugged hi l ls  north of  Northfield near 

the Vermont border.The unusual 1 50-

yard markers date fi-om the earliest days of the golf 

course, when it was a struggl ing nine-holer. 

or better, that would one day rival the legendary Pine 

Val ley i n  New Jersey for i ts capacity to m ake grown 

men weep. Berelson was long on vision but short 

of funds. " We started clear ing the land in 1 972 but 

what with al l  our construction delays, the course 

wasn't ready for play until 1 978 ," Rulewich recalled, 

"and i t  took a lmost another 1 2  years for the  sec

ond n ine  to be completed." 

From the beginning, Rulewich 

recogni zed the potential in the site, 

with i ts dramatic terrain and beau

tiful views, for creat ing a chal leng

ing golf course. I t 's just that he wasn't 

sure Berelson could get anyone to 

come play i t .  " I  t 's hard for me to 

explain how it took off," he said. 

"There was no great populat ion 

base to draw upon .  I t  was hard to 

find-you wouldn't just come across 

i t ,  you had to purposely set out to 

"There were two old farmers who 

used to come over to play the course 

in the ir  overal l s ," recal led course 

architect Roger R.ulewich, who now 

runs  h i s  design business from an 

office behind the 1 7th green . The 

course was built on the stony soil typ

ical of the region , and the t\;vo golfers, 

with the i nstincts of New England 

far mers, cleared the land even as they 

played .  "They were h i l lb i l ly-type 

characters and for some reason they 

started m.aking pi les out of the rocks 

they would come upon as they played 
Owner Bill Sandri flaunts his club's 

their n1.atch .  Eventually it dawned on 

us to put the pi les to good use." 

dapper mascot on his golf bag. 

Opposite: At end of day, magical 

light floods the 175-yard par-3 

15th hole at 'Crump.' 
David Berelson , a young novel-

get to it ,  compass i n  hand.  And yet 

even when i t  had only n ine  holes, 

Crumpin-Fox developed a kind of 

cult following. Golfers did not n-und 

ist who hired Rulewich in I 969 to design Crul11pin-

Fox as his personal "field of dreams," envisioned a 

walk ing course l imi ted to middle-handicap golfers 

travel ing to the place. It was remote, rustic, informal 

and cast a certain charm." Perhaps the curious name 

of the club alone attracted some golfers. I t  had noth-
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ing to do with golf, having been derived from the 

Bernardston-based Crump Soda Company that was 

sold in 1 853  to El i  Fox , thus becomjng the Crump 

& Fox Soda Company. 

After Berelson finally went broke on the project, 

he  sold Crumpin-Fox to a local plastics manufacturer 

and enthusiastic golfer, Andy St. H ilaire, \Vho held 

on to i t  until 1 987, building a clubhouse in the mean

time. In that year he sold the property to a liiend, 

local heat ing-fuel magnate Wi l l iam A .  Sandri of 

Bernardston, who bankrolled con1.pletion of the sec

ond nine. The I 8-hole course opened to belated 

fanfare in the spring of 1 990 and almost immediately 

Clockwise from top left: 

Course architect Roger 

Rulewich, nearest to camera, 

walking No. 5 with a friend; 

Crumpin-Fox's signature 8th 

hole, a dogleg par-5 stretching 

592 yards, as seen from the 

7th green; pitching in style; 

the 150-yard marker on No. 6. 

p roved i ts met t l e  as a 

\Vorthy host of the J 990 

M assach u setts  S e n i o r  

A ma t e u r, \V o n  b y  E d  

Myers. CoIf DipJ!st, CoIf 

i\ lagazine and Co!fl Veek 

all sang i ts praises, and since then it has hosted U.S. 

Open qualirying three times, as \Vell as the 1 997 

Massachusetts Open , \Von by Geoffrey Sisko 

R .. u lewich 's affection for Crul l lp in-Fox stems i n  

part fi'om i ts humble origins,  s o  much in  contrast 

to the many major-league golf designs he  execu ted 

during the H years he \Vorked \Vith Robert Tren t  

Jones ,  most of  them a s  ch ief design associate. 

"Of all the projects I 've been involved \Vith ," he 

declared, "Crumpin-Fox is my favor i te." 

R.u lewich's former employer \Vent even further 

after visit ing Bernardston . " rUl l lp in-Fox," Jones 

predicted,"\Vi l l  someday be mentioned in the S<lme 

breath a s  Pinehurst and  P ine  Val ley." 

So maybe the bankrupt visionary David Berehon 

( in  \Vhose memory the 13erehon C hall enge,  an 

annual  team match between Crumpin-Fox mel11-

bers and Robert Rule\Vich Group staffers, is played) 

had it right a l l  along. 
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W H Y  T H E  G RA S S 

I S  G R E E N E R  

Beginning in the 1 920S, a Mass A�ie prof named Lawrence Dickinson 
led the golf world in drjining and developing the profession of golf course superintendent. 

B Y  G E O F F R E Y  S .  C O R N I S H  

o L F E  R s of the Conul1onwealth, 

the nation and indeed the world are 

i n debted to the U niversity of 

Massachusetts in Amherst, formerly 

the Massachusetts Agricultural 

College, for the perfection of their 

greenswards. 

lished in relative abundance. Yet the greenkeeper 

found it difficult if not impossible to apply this infor

mation to those endless practical problem that arise 

on a golf course. One of Dickinson's major objectives 

was to make it easier for the professional guardians 

of turf grass to apply the lessons of 

scientific research to the success

fu l des ign , construct ion a n d  

maintenance o f  their greens, tees 

and fairways. Yet like other suc

cessful educators, he felt strongly 

that his students should under

stand the principles on which the 

practical solutions to turfgrass 

problems depended. 

I n  1 92 7 ,  A mh erst native 

Lawrence S. Dickinson ( r888-

r965) established the  first course 

ever at college level on the sub

j ect of turfgrass management 

and science. I t  was designed specif

ically for course superintendents, 

then known as greenkeepers, and 

was devoted to the development 

and maintenance of fine  tmf

grasses on golf courses and other 

large lawn areas. The Dickinson 

program survived and expanded 

Opposite: Early American golf clubs like 

Essex used herds of sheep to keep their 

fairways in trim. Above: Amherst-based 

Lawrence Dickinson was a 

visionary to say the least. Those 

of us who knew him continue to 

be aston ished by the relevance 

of his observations made 60 or 

more years ago. Only recently 

this writer learned thit evolu

tionary biologists now posit that 

despite depression and war and Lawrence Dickinson was the first educa

cons tant  fl u x  resu l t ing from tor to create a curriculum to help green

keepers take care of turf professionally. 
unsteady fmancing. I t  also became 

the foreru nner of many similar schools in the U nited 

States and abroad, while still remaining a leader. 

By 1 927, studies on turf grass and related research 

i n  the U nited States and elsewhere were being pub-

the habitat of savannahs, where the human species 

experienced i ts early evolutionary development, 

relate to the contemporary golfer's yearning to be 

in  open areas with a low green ward, scattered 
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tr��� -and with .1 c lub in h .1 I 1d l  Dick imon �pec

u la t�d on th� connection b�tw��n man Jnd h l \  

envi ron men  t before World War I I .  I n fact ,  he  rou

ti n�ly talk�d about wh3t i s  now known as envi

ron i l l en tal awar�n ���. 

Th� Dick imon Wint�r School for gr��nk��pa\ 

Jnd cours� l l lanJg�r� wa� of 10 w��ks'  duration 

with att�nd��s arriving in  Amherst dir�ct fi·o l l l  th� 

fi � l d .  Two -year � tud�n t �  i n  t h �  O r n a m � n t a l  

H orticultural DepJrtl l l�nt ofth� Stockbridg� School 

of Massachus�tts "Aggi� "  could also att�nd und�r 

c�rta in  conditiom unt i l  1 9-1-6, when a for i l lal two

y�ar cours� in turfgr3�� science was �stablished. l3y 

1 950,  J large proportion of the nation 's gre�nkeep

er� had attend�d one of the Massachusetts pro

gral l ls .Th� Wint�r School and the two-year progra l l l  

continue to Aouri\h,  and a four-year program .1nd 

graduat� progra l l l  have been added . 

D i c k i n son  abo recogn i zed t he  rel a t iomhip  

J � -/. ,\ ( )  1. \\ U " \\ I A [ 1 f I  ( )  r (, ( )  I l L  R � 

between golf cour�� architecture and gr�en k��ping. 

To thi� �nd,  hi� fir�t part-t i l l l �  a�sistant "' J S  Walt�r 

H .1 tch,  .1n associate of the estee l l l�d Donald l<" os�. 

Hatch was based in  North Ai l lherst at what was then 

the I <..oss northern oHic�. The tradition of a cour�� 

arch i tect  as s i s t ing part -t i l l l e  ",as  con t i nu�d by 

Dickimon's successors with this writer assist ing h im 

and  h i s  SL lcc�ssors un t i l  t he  l l l id- 1 9�OS wh�n cour,e 

arch itect Brian Si lva took over. Oth�r U M ass (lC

L1 l ty 1 1 1� l 1 1b�rs ably support�d the progr,m1 ,  \\' i th  

ProfessorJohn Z3k ofth� Depart i l lent  of Agronomy 

assisting Dickin son and ::1 1 1  his SL lCc�ssors un t i l  1 995 .  

Another noteworthy Dickinson assistant ti·om 

beyond the cai l lpm W.1� C3rl Treat, a prominent  

Boston attorn ey who had becom� gr��n ke per 

before World War I I  at  WoodLmd Golf Club in 

Auburndale, when h is eyesigh t t:1 i led as ,1 r�sult of 

long hours of reading. re,lt's work at  WoodJand soon 

attr.1 c ted  w ide  a t ten t i on  a n d  h e  was l u r�d to 



M ontcla ir  Golf Club in  N ew 

J e rsey, from where h e  v i s i ted 

A m h erst  regu l a r ly  to a s s i s t  

Dickinson.  Th i s  remarbble person 

was also a vis ionary. He in troduced man-

agement and finance skil ls to the Dickinson pro

gram whi le emphasizing the impact of a golf course 

on i ts community, both socially and environmen

tal ly. Dick inson was also adept at ent icing well

known visitors to the campus.Two of the many who 

came more than once wer Francis Ouimet, whose 

Above, from left: At Essex, 

state-of-the-art equipment in 

a vintage maintenance barn, 

tokens of tournaments past, and 

a 10th tee view from the office 

of the golf course superinten

dent. Inset: Worcester Country 

Club professional Willie Ogg 

praised Lawrence Dickinson's 

turfgrass course in the Feb

ruary, 1929, issue of Golfdom. 

chosen subject was "Turf the 

Golfer Wants," and a dynamic 

but then l i tt le-known course 

architect, Robert Trent Jones ,  

whose favor i te  subject was 

"The Arch i tect Provides the 

C o r n ers tone  of the  G a m e  

W h i l e  t h e  G re e n k e e p e r  

Maintaim and Enh<1Jlce� I t ." 1 30th point� o f  view have 

s ince become virtual ly ax iomatic among de�ign 

and maintenance profe�s ionJls .  

I ) rofessor Dicki mon retired in 1 95 � L  Dr. E l iot 

Roberts, a young and di�tingui�hed scientist, took over 

but left within a few year� to take J similar posi tion 

in Iowa. Dr.Joseph TroLl, who had assisted Dr. R.obem, 

then became head of the program. He expanded both 

it and the  annua l  tu rfgr.1s� conference, another  

Dickinson pioneering effort. I t  is now he ld  annu

al ly under the auspices of the s ix New England states 

and is attended by thousands of golf course super

i n tendents  and green committee members .  Dr. 

Richard Cooper followed Dr.Troll and remained for 

a decade. During that time he too introduced notable 

improvement� in the curriculum. 

I t  is not possible to catalog al l the acc m

plishments of those who have attended 

UMass's turfgrass programs and have 

gone on to "maintain and enhance" 

th golfcourses of this nation and 

other countrie� .Their contribu

tions to the excellence of the 

green�wards of golf are impre�-

slve. Without them and those 

who have graduated tj'OJ 1 1  programs 

at other universities, the playing fields 

of the g.lme would never have reached 

their present state of excel lence, providing "the turf 

the golfer wants." Thi s  i n cl udes the  nearly -too 

courses that take up more real estate i n  Massachu�em 

than a l l  £i:u i t  and vegetable crops combined.  

Greenkeeping would not be what i t  is today had 

it not been for the vis ionary turfgrass educator 

Lawrence S. Dicki nson . 

rl l Iali l 'e (!( ,\ le l l 1 iIO/Jc 1 ,  Cc1/wda, ,,<ott wl / rsc elr(hi lc({ 

CC(!ffrc), S. COrll ish hels /il'cd e 1 l ld I / Iorkcd i l l  

J\  felssc /chl/scm for / l lOrc Ihe 1 / 1  50  ),celrs. I I I  elddili(JII 10 

11 1'5 origillal desiglls, hc Iws {(ll l lrili l / lCd 10 IIIC rCSlomlio l l  

l!(SIICh h i510ric cOl l rscs i l l  Ihe Bel), Slc7IC as  Bmc Bl l r l l ,  

J\ /)'opia , I ]l ( J rccslcr al ld LOI l5ZIl ICe ldO I l '. 
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" " U N D E R  S M I L I N G  S K I E S 

The cll Ib I / /O tto oj the Coul l try Cll Ib oj Pittsfield captures 
the cOl l I / trifled arnbience there and at Longrneado� 1 0  two western Massachusetts clubs 

where tIle presell.ce oj the great Bobby Jones still cal l.  be Jelt. 

O S T G O L F  F A N S  are aware 

that Robert Tyre Jones , Jr. , 

studied English l i terature at 

H arvard , but his deepest 

connections i n  the state of 

M assach usetts actually lay well west of ambridge. 

When Jones retired fi'om competitive golf at the age 

serving as i ts president in 1 969 (and winning i ts club 

championship 10  times) The club's coat of arms car

r ies the motto Benigno N unL ine, mean ing " By the  

favor of Providence," or, in terms of p lay, " U n der 

SnLi l ing Skies," and that precisely describes the priv

i lege of playing the course on a fai r  summer day. 

The P i ttsfield club was founded in  1 897 by ILin e  

o f  2 8 ,  having completed h i s  1 930 

Grand S lam,  he  became affiliated 

with A. G. Spalding & Bros . of 

Chicopee, with the goal of devel

opi n g  a ma tched  se t  of s tee l

shafted clubs to  be  marketed under 

the Jones name. Thus began an 

as ociation that  would last  nearly 

30 years and bring the great man 

to western Massachusetts summer 

after summer, an immense treat 

for all of those who came in to 

contact with him during that time, 

for, as the golf writer Charles Price 

once observed, " H e  had flash ing 

good looks, a personality that  could 

A gazebo near the 3rd and 4th 

holes at Pittsfield offers shelter 

golf enthusia ts led by Dr. H enry 

Colt, a prominent phy ician and 

surgeon . DeternLined to "establish 

a n d  m a i n ta i n  a h ouse  a n d  

grounds . . .  for social meetings and 

to encourage athletic exercise," the 

group purchased 230 acres of land 

and a large, square mansion dat ing 

from 1 78 1 .  This  edifice, a portion 

of wlLich is incorporated in to the 

clubhouse as i t  exists today, po i

tively reeks with h istoryThe orig

inal owner, H enry Van Schaack,  

a member of the  fi rst  board of 

trustees of Will iams Col lege, was 

a poGtician and scholar. A lListory 

of the  c lub  pub l i shed in I 990 

away from the clubhouse. Opposite: 

charm the blossoms off a peach 

tree, and the thoughtful  grace of 

a man r"vice his  age." 

The par-4 6th hole, 404 yards long, 

turns left and runs sharply downhill. 
portrays Van chaack as a busy host. 

The Massachusetts connection widened when hjs 

son, R obert Tyre Jones I l l ,  went in to business as the 

distributor of Coca-Cola in the Pittsfield area and 

became a member of the Country Club of Pittsfield, 

Lawyers "after every adjournment of the court at 

Lenox flocked to his hospitable mansion ," as well  as 

Will iams College trustees en route to commence

ment exercise , and the " magnates of the Federal 

Party," including Alexander HanLi l ton,  "with whom 
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it was his greatest pleasure to share his rich wines and 

sparkl ing cider." 

[ n  the early 1 9th century the clubhouse build

ing, which came to be known as " B roadhal J ," was 

own ed by E lkanah  Watson ,  the  fou n der  of the  

Berksh i re Agricultural Society, the first such soci

ety in America .  He sold the place to MajorThomas 

M elv i l l e  of Bosto n ,  u ncle of H erman M elvi l le , 

whose son became the owner in  1 83 7  and turned 

i t  i n to a boardi nghouse .  Prominent  guests who 

stayed here i ncluded H enry Wadsworth LongfelJow, 

N athaniel H awthorne and President John Tyler after 

he left the W hi te House.  I n  1 848 ,  LongfelJow us d 

the house as h i s  summer residence. For a time the 

house was used as a link in the "underground rail

way" which conceaJed escaped slaves on their way 

to freedom in  Canada. 

The property changed hands two more times 

before beconung the possession of golfers in  1 900.  

Will ie Anderson ,  the Scotsman who won four early 

U.S. Opens, was the club pro fi�om 1 90 1  to 1 905 . 

But to return to 1 9 3 1 ,  Longmeadow Country 

Club, not very far fi-om Spalding's headguarters in 

C hicopee, happened to be the home club of Mi l ton 

B .  R each , vice president and general manager of 

Spalding. I t  was " M . B ." who had persuaded Jones 

to s ign one of the sporting-goods industry's fi rst 

eguipment royal ty contracts, and then focused the 

company's design and production capabi lit ies on the 

club project. (The smashing success ofthe Jones l ine 

of clubs is i n  fact credited with helping Spalding sur

vive the Great Depress ion. )  At Reach's suggestion 

Jones a lso became a member at  Longmeadow, and 

the two of them, along with the club's head pro

fessional ,J .Victor East , a  renowned teacher and club 

design er i n  his  own right, spent the better part of 

that  fi rst summer playing the course whi le  they 

tested prototypes of the new c lubs. 

"To keep their  exper iment under wraps, they 

wou ld  play the first hole with their regular wood

shafted clubs," recal led Reach 's son, Mi l ton Reach, 

J r. "Then they would switch to the prototypes. After 

A familiar trio at Longmeadow Country Club in the 

summer of 1931 comprised, from left to right, Milton 

Reach, Sr., vice president and general manager of A. G. 

Spalding & Bros. in Chicopee; Bobby Jones, Spalding 

consultant; and J. Victor East, head professional at 

Longmeadow at the time. Jones, having retired from 

competitive golf after his Grand Slam year of 1930, 

was working with Reach and East to develop the golf 

industry's first matched set of steel-shafted irons. In 

the background on the right is Reach's son, Milton 

Reach, Jr. Below: Milton Reach, Sr., tees off on No. 10 

at Longmeadow while Jones and others look on. 
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Longmeadow's No. 7 hole is a 184-yard downhill par-3, 

Its green bunkered left and right. A portion of the 3rd 

fairway is seen beyond the creek to the right. 

A plaque behind the tee box of the 4th hole, a 134-

yard par-3, offers a bonus to anyone acing the hole, 

but the endowment, created by industrialist and 

Longmeadow member Alfred H. Chapin, was apparently 

lost, along with Chapin's own fortune, in the stock 

market crash of 1929. 

playing with them and comparing notes on their 

performance, they would switch back to the old 

clubs comjng up the 1 8 th ." Prudently stowed, the 

precious cargo would then return to the factory for 

modifications and more field tests. 

T h e  fi rst  set s  of Jone s  i ro n s ,  as tes ted a t  

Longmeadow and refined a t  the factory i n  hicopee, 

reached the market in 1 93 2  and were an i ns tant h i t .  

" Prior to that  t ime there were no satisfactory i ron 

clubs made in this country,"Jones wrote in hjs book, 

Coif 15 My Cmlle. "The American-made i rons were 

roo long from heel to toe and had a ' t inny' appear

ance and feel .  Stribng the ball off center produced 

a most  u n p l ea san t  shock  in t h e  h a n d s  of  t h e  

player. . . .  B y  making the blades more compact, with 

a thicker top l ine, and providing a Range sole on the 

back of the head, we succeeded in bringing the cen

ter of gravity of the head more nearly behind the 

center of the str ik ing smface, or 'sweet spot.' ' '  

A lthough on ly  a teenager at the t ime,  Mi l ton J r. 

vividly remembers Jones' mastery of the diffi cu l t ,  

par-70 Longmeadow course designed by Donald 

R.oss. " For example, take the first three t i l 1 le� he 

played our l oth hole, a par- 5 .  Al l  three drives were 

within 1 0  yards of each other on the Rat in the left 

center of the fai rway. The pin was tucked left the 

first day, so he  drew a 4-wood I 5  feet fi'ol1 1  the p in .  
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Clockwise from top left: Longmeadow member Cary Jubinville, a past MGA president, powers out of rough along No. 

S, a short but treacherous par-4; the Sth hole seen from behind the well-bunkered green; a view of the Tudor-style 

clubhouse from the 1st fairway. Opposite: Near a summer day's end on the front nine at Longmeadow. 

The second day it was i n  the m iddle, ca l l ing for a 

3 -wood that found the center of the green 1 2  feet 

below the hole. On the third day he  faded a 2-wood 

to the r ight rear pin position , four feet fi'om the cup. 

Birdie, birdie, eagle." In fact, during that third round, 

Jones established a new course record of 66, followed 

later by a 6 5 . As Of 200 1 , the 65 had b en equaled 

only once from the back tees, by Joe Henley in 1 999· 

W i th the Jones and Reach fami l ies becol Tung 

friends and travel ing together, M ilton the younger 

had many chane s to observe Jones the gol fer, 

including  h i s  competit iveness. Playing as a two

some at The H ighlands in North Carol ina ,  M il ton 

recalled, "I was playing pretty well that day and 

when we canLe to the 1 5 th tee, I said, being a brash 

you th , ' Let's p lay in for a Coke.' The final four holes 

played to pars of 4, 3 , 5 and 3 ·  I shot .j., 3 ,  4, 3 · Jones 

shot 3 , 2, 3 , 2 . It d idn't matter what you did, he  could 

raise the level of his  game to beat you ." 

The younger Reach recalls his father as "a t ire

less promoter of the game, always trying to create 

new golfers. The promotion of golf  through exhi

bit ions actua l ly began i n  1 900 when Dad brought 

Harry Vardon and Ted Ray from England to tour 

the States, including a match at Springfield Country 

C l u b .  H e  orga n i zed  c o u n trywi d e  e x h i b i t i on 

matches with Lawson Little, Horton Snuth, Lighthorse 

Harry Cooper and J i l l lmy Thomson,  who could h i t  

the  ball a mi le-I once saw h i m  h i t  a drive 340 

yards on the r 8 th at Longmeadow after miss ing a 

short putt  on T 7  in the MassachusettS Open l"  

S ince  Spalding was just down the road from 

Longmeadow, other visi tors to the club had names 

l ike Armour, N elson .  Runyon and Diegel . But it i s  

Jones who has left the deepest i mpression .  And 

thanks to Longmeadow's most famous member. four  

tickets to  the  MastersTournament are reserved in the 

club's name every spring at Augusta Jtioml . 
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Besides appearing in numerous exhibition matches in the Bay State, Walter Hagen made his mark here by 

winning the 1915 Massachusetts Open at The Country Club in Brookline and the 1919 U.S. Open at Brae 

Burn Country Club in West Newton. I n  1927 he captained the U.S. team to victory in the inaugural Ryder 

Cup Matches, staged at Worcester Country Club. 



A t  the Turn 

Golf Notes of a Native Son 
� B Y  H E R B E RT WA R R E N  W I N D � 

Walter Hagen at Thorny Lea the left side of the fai rway, a n d  there were clumps 

of tall trees in  the heavy rough bordering the fair

way on the right. That day, the p in  was set on the 

upper level ,  at the back of the green.  A gallery of 

about a thousand people was trailing behind the play-

S H O R T L Y  A F T E R his  return from Europe that year 

( 1 929),  H agen embarked on an exhibition tour 

with H orton Smith,  a tall ,  handsome young man 

from M issouri ,  who had won the French Open that 

spring. One of the clubs 

ers .  It  was easy to pick out Hagen as the players 

walked up the fairway to 

t h ey p l ayed was Thorny 

Lea,  i n  B rockton,  Massa

chusetts, where my family 

l ived and where I was in 

school. I had been playing 

golf for a few years by then, 

and I made sure to watch 

H agen . As I recall, school 

let  out at one-fifteen , and 

H agen  a n d  S m i t h  were 

playing  the sixth when I 

p icked them upTwo of the 

club's best players rounded 

out the foursome. I arrived 

just in time to see H agen 

play a shot that remains as 

clear i n  my mind as if he  

had  played i t  yesterday. 

AM E R I C  A ' S  preeminent golf writer o f  

the 20th century, Herbert Warren Wind 

was born in Brockton, Massachusetts, and was 

educated at Yale and Cambridge. His career 

as a staff writer for The Nell' Yorker began in 

1 947 and spanned more than four decades, 

during which time he wrote not just on golf 

but tennis, basebal l ,  football .  basketball and 

h o c key, a s  w e l l  as m a n y  o t h e r  t o p i c s .  

H i s  meticulously wrought accounts of the 

major golf championships. as  much history 

as journalism, appeared with virtually unbro-

ken regul arity under "The Sporting Scene" 

rubric in the magazine from 1 963 to 1989 .  
T h e  following excerpts from t h a t  column 

provide a small sampling of the author's 

range, virtuosity and humor. 

their balls. H i s  black hair 

shone in the sun, his face 

was tanned a mah ogany 

brown, his nose was ti lted 

up a bit, h is  eyes were flXed 

on the distant green, and 

he carried h i mself l ike a 

grandee. H e  stopped and 

waited while the two local 

players and Smith hit their 

s econds ,  a n d  t h e n  h e  

walked about three yards 

into the woods on the left ,  

wh e re h i s  dr ive h a d  

finished. T h e  contours of 

the sixth fai rway funnel led 

a drive h i t  down the left 

side farther to the left .  Hagen had a good l ie  and a 

The sixth is by far the best hole on the course. small opening back to the fairway, but he had no 

opening in the direction of the green.  Not for one 

moment did he modify his  composed expression 

as he walked from his ball to the fai rway, returned 

to his  bal l  to study the situation,  and repeated these 

movements several times. Al l  this was so much i n  

I n  those days, i t  was a 445-yard par-4 from the back 

tee, and the fairway crested about two hundred and 

sixty yards from that tee. I t  ran down to two small 

ponds, and then slowly rose to a two-level green, 

bun kered on  both sides. Woods extended all along 
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character that it was l ike watching someone play

ing  Walter Hagen .  Final ly, he selected a club frolll  

h i s  bag. I t  looked l ike a mashie. The p in  was about 

a hundred and seventy yards away, but he seemed 

to be aiming h is shot to come out of the woods well 

to the right of the green . He took a fu ll swing and 

h i t  the ball hard. I t  rose rather quickly and broke 

sharply to the left .  It cleared the bunker on the right 

side of the green ,  hopped up onto the upper ter

race of the green, and stopped some t"Jenty feet 6·om 

the p in .  He  had played an in tentional hook, draw

ing  the baU at least fifteen yards to the left .  I had 

never seen anything l ike it .  He made a good bid for 

h is b irdie,  and then tapped the ball i n  for h i s  par. 

H agen was out in 35 after hol ing £i'om about ten 

feet to birdie the short n inth .  His  impact on the 

m embers of  the  gal lery was 

both his abi l i ty and his  presence surpassed anyth ing  

[ had  expected. Not  u n ti l  Arnold  Palm er came 

alona in the  late nineteen-fiftie , d id another golfer b' 

establish a relationship with his gal leries that was as 

strong and dramatic as Hagen 's .  

The Arnold Palmer Years 

W HAT L A Y B E  H I  N D Palmer's enormous popular

i ty? F i rst, h i s  gal leries were attracted by the attack

ing style with which he played the game. He was 

not afraid  to gamble, and three times out offour  he  

puUed the  shot off. He  got in to trouble qui te often, 

because he was an arms-and-hand h itter who came 

t h ro u gh the b a l l  w i t h  s u c h  

much different  liom Smith 's .  

They regarded Smith a s  a wel l

mannered young man with a 

s p l e n d i d  go l f sw ing .  H agen 

came across as visit ing royal ty 

and a master golfer. The greens 

at Thorny L ea were not easy to 

read, but he read them pelfectly. 

He  gauged the distance of his 

shots surpr i si n gly  wel l  on a 

c o u rse  h e  h a d  n ever p l ayed 

before, making only one rrUs

take. On the fou rteent h ,  a long 

" Paln1er brought 
Walter Hagen to 
mind in the way he 
could recover frorn 

velocity that he had to  block out 

his shots a bit with his left arm 

to prevent his right hand from 

taking over and hooking the ball . 

Bes ides  b e i n g  a n  ex t re m el y  

strong a n d  long h itter, he  was a 

superl a tive p u tter .  H e  ho led  

m a n y  l o n g ,  S I l1 U O U S  p u t t s  

becau se  h e  h a d  c o m p l e t e  

confidence that  i f  he  m issed 

them he would make the three-

seelmngly ilnpossible 
positions and, all in 
all, make a round of 
golf seen1 like an 

d " a venture. 

dogleg par-4 that  bends to the left,  he drove through 

the fairway and in to the wooded rough on the 

right .  After having h is caddie remove several rocks, 

he played a stunning recovery shot through a nar

row gap between two trees. The ball bounced onto 

the green and stopped about fifteen feet from the 

pin.  H is i ron play was magn ificent .  I don't believe 

I have ever seen another golfer who got as much 

of the ball on the face of his irons as Hagen ; he  

fin ished with a 70, two under par. Smith had  a 7 3 .  

H agen was the  fi rst great golfer I had ever seen, and 

footer or four-footer coming 

bac k .  Palmer  brought  Wal ter  

H agen to rmnd in  the way he  cou ld  recover tiom 

seelTungly impossible po it ions and, all i n  aU ,  make 

a round of golf  seem l ike an adventu re. L i ke Hagen ,  

he  had the k ind  of personal i ty that dra mat ized 

everything he  did on the cour e. I n other respects, 

though ,  he  was the exact opposite of Hagen,  the 

suave, pomaded, i mpeccably dressed international

ist .  Palmer was a hand ome, clean-cut,  rugged, A l l

American type that people could easily identify 

with .  He had a natural manner and an u nusual ly 

mobiJe face, which expressed h is though ts and emo-
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t ions vividly, and these tra i ts enhanced the close

n ess the I1Lembers of his army fel t  for h im.  P ople 

were charmed by his politeness and h is patience. He 

was n ever too busy to autograph a book or a pro

gram . H is coolness u nder pressu re was the  real 

th ing.  D ur i n g  a tournament round,  he would walk 

over to a friend he had spotted in the gal lery and 

begin a conversation . Th  friend would be as tight 

as a drum,  fearfu l that  h e  might be disturbing  

Palmer's concentration , bu t  that was never the  case. 

Palmer was the r igh t  man to be the domjnant per

sonal i ty in golf  at a · time when i t  was enjoying a 

gigantic boom for several reasons-among them 

General Eisenhower's well-known fondness for the 

game, and the  advent of color televis ion and bet-

te l' coverage . 

. Bing Crosby, Golfer 

O N E  R E A S O  rosby was so fond o f  golf  

was tha t  h e  had  discovered i t  at the age of 

twelve, when h e  started to caddie at the old 

Riverside Golf Club i n  pokane, where he 

grew up. From then on ,  he  was fascinated by 

the game. H e  played it periodically during h is 

years at Gonzaga U niversi ty, i n  that city, and 

much more often when he became a band 

vocal i s t ,  end ing up with Paul W hi teman's 

orchestra as the lead s inger of the R hythm 

Boys-a marvelous group, which was as far 

ahead of i ts t ime as the band's cornettist B ix  

Beiderbecke. After the Whi teman band com

pleted the motion picture "The King of Jazz," 

i n  1 930, Crosby decided to go out  on h i s  

B i n g  C rosby inaugurated h i s  Pro-Am i n  

1937 in part for the great pleasure h e  derived 

from the company of crack professionals. 

own ,  and settled in Los Angeles. I n  no time, he had 

his  own coast-to-coast radio program and was mak

ing t\vo or three movies a year. During this period, 

he  developed his  fine  golf game. He joined the 

Lakeside Golf Club, to which many people in the 

film industry belonged, and, despite the r igors of 

h i s  schedu le, managed to play nine or eighteen 

holes several times a week. A well-coordinated man 

with a natu ral sense of t iming, he  got his  handicap 

down to 2 and carried off the club champion h ip  

five t imes. [ n  1 940, he won a spot i n  the sectional 

qual ifYing round for the Un i ted States Amateur 

Championsh ip, but fai led to make the match-play 

rounds i n  the subsequent thirty-six-hole qual ifYing 

test held at Winged Foot,  in Westchester, the scene 
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of the championship. During the war, he played many 

exhibitions-as did his  friend Bob Hope, h imself 

a more than creditable golfer-to promote the sale 

of war bonds .  

Golf is a game that demands constant applica

tion , and during this stretch of his career hardly a 

day went  by when Crosby didn 't have a club in  his 

hands. For example, he used to keep a shag bag of 

balls at the Paramount lot and, between scenes, 

practice chipping with a 7-iron on a small strip of 

lawn.  I first saw him in action near the end of the 

war, when he  was playing with some friends at 

Cypress Point ,  one of the courses on the Monterey 

Peninsula.  Two things about that afternoon remain 

clear in my rnind. First, I had long wondered whether 

Crosby was really as good a golfer as he was cracked 

up to be, and discovered that he was; he had a very 

legato, n icely grooved swing, and, while he wasn't 

particularly long, he hit crisp, straight shots down 

the fain.vay or toward the Rag with the assurance 

of a man who knew exactly what he wa doing. 

Second, I recall the astonishing way his voice trav

el led .  You would 
,
be walking down an adjacent 

fai rway, anywhere from a hundred to two hundred 

yards from his foursome, and, while you couldn't 

hear the three other players in his group talking at 

all ,  or you caught what they said merely as an unin

telligible mumble, Crosby's voice had such timbre 

that every word he spoke in an ordinary conversa

tional tone carried bke the peal of a bell ,  and he 

invariably sounded as if  he  were no more than 

forty feet away. 

- M(/)' 8, 1 978 

Eternal St .  Andrews 

T H E  T O W N  O F  St. Andrews (present population:  

j ust over eleven thousand) edges into the North Sea 

at the tip of the Fife Peninsula, between the Firth 

of Forth, to the south, and the Firth ofTay, to the 

north .The town i tself sits on top of a rocky plateau 

that fal ls gently downhi l l  to the Old Course, which 

occupies a sweep of l inks land running north along 

the shallow curve of St .  Andrew Bay to the mouth 

of the Eden River. As the crow flies, St. Andrews i s  

only thirty miles from Edinburgh . S ince  1 964, when 

a bridge for motor traffic across the Firth of Forth 

was completed, the touring golfer on a tight sched

ule has been able to breakfast in Edinburgh , drive 

to St. Andrews for a round on the Old Course, get 

in a pleasant stroll around the town, and return to 

Edinburgh in plenty of time for dinner and some 

entertainment  in  the capi tal c i ty. Close by the 

mototway bridge stands the Michelangelesgue rai l

road bridge that spans the firth. A mile long, its tracks 

a hundred and fifty-seven feet above the i nlet ,  it was 

considered a marvel of engineering when it was 

finished, in 1 890, seven years after work on it began .  

Whenever an old-movie buR-takes in  th i s  gigant ic ,  

muscular structure, his  thoughts invariably go back 

to "The 39 Steps," Alfred Hitchcock's first great suc

cess, and to the theatric aboard the train on which 

Robert Donat and Madeleine Carrol l  were cross

ing the firth . For the golf enthusiast who is mak

ing his first vis it  to the Old Course and has a 

malleable schedule, perhaps the best time to arrive 

in St. Andrews is around six o'clock on a summer's 

evening, when the sun is streaming across the l inks 

and turning everything to gold.  At this hour, there 

are many golfers still out on the course, and there 

will be u nti l  darkness fal l . On such a long, l inger

ing evening, the weather-beaten sandstone clubhouse 

of the Royal and Ancient Golf lub of St. Andrews 

looms sturdier and more regal than it does on any 

official R. & A. Christmas card .  Beyond the club

house, nearer the bay, the vast eighteen-hole munic

ipal putting green on the Bruce Embankment is 

filled to capacity with residents of the town, rang

ing from tots scarcely as tall as a putter to perky octo-
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genarians .  Everybody is totally absorbed in h i s  

match .  The fee for a round is thirty British pence

about forty cents. A l i ttle north of the embankment 

i s  the three-acre green of the Ladies' Putting Club, 

a private club, established in 1 867, which is now com

posed of a hundred and forty members and approx

i mately thirty gentleman associate members. They 

all pay annual dues of five pounds. Becau e of i ts 

fancifu l  undulations, the green is referred to by the 

members as the H imalayas. In good weather, they 

are out in  force, full of merriment. 

-AI/gust 27, 1984 

The Essence of Amateur Golf 

O N  T H E  S I X T H  O F  J A N UA R Y ,  the day when the 

h u ndred-and-twenty-fi ve-thousand-dol la  r Los  

Angeles Open, the  first event on the 1 972 American 

professional golf tour, got under 

among equals," but most of the members prefer the 

freer translation proposed decades ago by Arth ur 

Croome, a famous secretary of the Society: "He was 

lucky to win." 

I t  is precisely thjs low-key amateur ambience that 

makes the President's Putter special and significant. 

. . .  H owever, what really sets the President's Putter 

apart is that it is played under the worst conditions 

of any golf tournament in the world . . . . Gale-force 

winds and cold, sluicing rains from off the Channel 

frequently rip over the links. As often as not, the fillr

ways and greens are frozen bone-hard .  Every now 

and then, for good measure, there is snow to con

tend with. In 1 960, for instance, with the links coated 

white on the final day, the players were provided with 

red golf balls and forecaddies were stationed along 

the fairways, and the tournament was able to fin ish 

on scheduleTwo years after that, when the President's 

Putter was beset by perishjngly cold weather, David 

Phir i ,  a black Zambian who 

way, a tournament of consider

ably  les s  su rface  g l i t ter  was 

beginning at the Rye Golf Club, 

a few miles to the east of that 

ancient Cinque Ports town on 

the E nglish Channel . This was 

the President's Putter, a four

day, match-play affair that the 

Oxford and Cambridge Golfing 

Society annually holds early in  

January. I t  would  be hard to  

i magine  a more amateur occa-

"While Bernard 
was on t h e  Oxfo rd team,  

appeared for h i s  fi rst match 

wearing three pairs of socks, 

underwear, pajamas, a pair of 

rain trousers over his  regular 

t rouser s ,  a h eavy s h i r t ,  s ix  

sweaters, two scarves, two pairs 

of gloves, a woolen hat, and the 

kind of face-protecting hood 

Darwin the writer 
was the soul of 
serenity and balance, 
Darwin the golfer 
had one of the 
shortest fuses in 
history." called a balaclava. Somehow or 

other, he won that match .  

s ion .  As a rule, the  galleries are very small, rarely 

exceeillng three or four hundred spectators-and an 

equal number of dogs- even on the day of the fmal. 

And whereas first place in the Los Angeles Open 

i s  worth twenty-five thousand dollars nowadays, all 

that the winner of the President' Putter gets to take 

home is a si lver medal with the i nscription "Primus 

i nter pares." L iterally translated, this means " First 

W hy, you might ask, have 

the members of the Society not chosen to come in 

from the cold, l ike sensible men, and shift their 

tournament to a more reasonable time of the year? 

Because they are English, by and large, and, ipso facto, 

born eccentrics . . . .  

I found the President's Putter a world of its own, 

an entirely different world from anything I had 

ever before encount ered in golf. During my four 
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Regarded as Great Britain's finest golf writer, Bernard Darwin, 

a grandson of Charles Darwin, was a fine golfer in his own right, 

good enough to play in the 1922 Walker Cup. 

long. On Thursday night, for example, a 

number of us who were staying  at the 

Hope Anchor Hotel settled in the bar after 

dinner, where, supplemented by visiting 

friends, we talked golf so]jdly for the next 

four hoursThe star turn was provided by 

Tony Duncan, one of the Society's old 

l ions (he was the winner of the Putter in 

1 948  and 1 95 8 ) ,  who told a series of 

Bernard Darwin stories .While Darwin the 

writer was the soul of serenity and bal

ance, Darwin the golfer had one of the 

shortest fuses in h istory, and this i s  what 

Duncan 's stories were about. One inci

dent he  related had taken place at the 

Putter. Darwin,  it seems, was p laying a 

man named Speakman , a rather ordinary 

golfer, but as they came to the twelfth it 

was still anybody's match .  On that hole, 

Darwin hit a magnificent approach shot 

that barely missed the pin, but, unl uck

ily, it was a shade too strong and j ust s] jd 

over the green,  where it caught a down

slope that plunged it into deep rough . 

Speakman followed with a terrible half

topped approach that hopped through a 

bunker and onto the green ,  where i t  

finished close to  the  pin .The i njustice of  

all this was too much for Darwin. H urling 

his club to the ground, he roared, " God 

damn thi blasted cour e !  God damJl thi 

days at Rye, [ lost all track of what was going on 

anywhere else. The day]jght hours were spent at the 

golf club in the company of the stalwart of the 

O. &. C.  G. S. ,  and at night, since the residents 

turned in early and there were no other visitors, they 

were the only people you encountered as you made 

your way around the cobbled streets. Rarely did a 

subject other than golf comJ11and a conversation for 

blasted hole !  And you,  Speakman, God 

damn you !"  Another Darwin story that Duncan told 

had as its setting the annual Medal Day atWoking

a competition that Darwin took very seriously. On 

the first green, after a fl l1e approach, he  nussed a five-

foot putt. On the second, he nussed an eight-footer. 

After another perfect iron to the third,  he nussed 

from six feet.  Now he wa seething. On the fourth 

hole at Woking, a tight par-4, the place to be on your 
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drive is between the principal fainvay bunker and 

a railroad track on the right .  Darwin threaded the 

needle  with his  tee shot, nursed a delicate pitch

and-run three feet fronl. the pin but  then blew the 

putt ,  whereupon he sank down on his hands and 

knees,  bit  a huge piece of turf from the green ,  and, 

l ifting his hands toward the heavens, said in a voice 

that trembled with emotion , " 0  God, are you 

satisfied now?" 

-April 1 ,  1 972 

Jack Nicklaus '  " I deal 
Temperament for Golf" 

G O L F  M A Y  BE T H E  M O S T  D I F F I C U LT ofalJ games 

to play well .  For one thing, it is the only major out

door game in which the player must generate his 

own power as he  strikes a stationary ball from a sta

tionary position.  To do this and at the same time 

hit  the ball accurately toward a target requires mas

tery of a very sophisticated technique. For another 

thing, since the game is played on natural terrain 

the player must continually adj ust his hitting action 

to the lie of the ball, not to mention the wind and 

weather. All the great champions have necessarily 

been extremely sound shotmakers, but what really 

separates them from the talented golfers on the 

level j ust below them is their deep, unshakable belief 

in themseives.This engenders the determination and 

the self-possession that enable them , in  this game 

where the slightest fau lty movement can lead to a 

costly error, and even to disaster, to rise to the occa

sion and produce their finest golf at the most impor

tant moments. For all the gracefulness of his swing, 

Jones was a high-strung young man who felt  the 

stress of tournament play so acutely that during one 

championship he lost eighteen pounds. He had the 

ability, however, to gather his concentration as he 

prepared to play each shot. H ogan ,  from the begin-

ning to the end of a round,  could insulate himself 

from the world and go about his golf with white

hot intensity. He was oblivious of everything else. 

Nicklaus's mind works unceasingly during tourna

ment rou nds, but at the same time he appears to be 

cooler and calmer than any other golfer of the 

modern era. He seems to actually thrive on pres

sure. Out on the fairvvay, surrounded by thousands 

of exuberant fans,  he wears the tournament golfer's 

invariable £i�own of concentration, but he seems 

completely relaxed-as much at home as ifhe were 

taking a solitary walk in the country over a pleas

ant stretch ofland he has known alJ his life. In a word, 

Nicklaus has the ideal temperament for a golfer, and, 

combined with his physical stalTuna and phenom

enal will to win ,  it helps to explain the lTuracles he 

has performed at many critical moments .  

- May 30,  1983 

Goats and Shamrocks 

G O L F  S TA R T E D  I N  L A H I N C H  the way it  did at 

practical ly al l  the older I rish homes of golf. A 

Scottish regiment-in this instance, the Black Watch, 

stationed in Limerick-was looking for a suitable 

place to pursue i ts national passion.  Unti l  1 89 1 ,  the 

Black Watch golfers had made do with a rude lay

out in the middle of the L imerick race-course, but 

that spring one of their number made a trip into 

Clare and returned to report that there was some 

honest-to-goodness golf country along the coast 

there. From that time on, the regiment made Lahinch 

its golfing headquarters. At first, the players stuck 

feathers in the untended ground to demarcate the 

teeing areas, the direction of the holes ,  and the 

greens. Two years later, a rough course was created, 

and the Lahinch Golf Club was formally founded, 

on Good Friday, 1 893 , with members of the local 

gentry i nstalJed as the officers. Shortly aftetward, the 
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club h i red Old Tom Morris to design a proper 

course. D issatisfied with the character or the exi t

ing  l ayout ,  which mainly occupied dul l  in land 

ground, he reconnoitred the sand hills along the edge 

of the sea and rerouted many of the holes over 

their profusion of ridges and grassy hollows. H e  

adjudged the revised layout t o  be one o f  the five 

best courses in the Briti h I sles-a statement that 

he made not in a spirit or selr-congratulation but, 

rather, out of a wish to point up that the terrain con

stituted "as fine a natural course as it has ever been 

my good fortune to play over ." [n 1 927, the Scottish 

architect Dr. Alister MacKenzie, who is best known 

in this country as the designer of Cypress Point and 

as the co-designer, with Bob Jones, of the Augusta 

National, was engaged to modernize the course. H e  

did this by building some splendid new holes i n  a 

distant stretch or  sand h i l l s  that had been left 

untouched, by remodeling most of the holes he kept, 

and by extending the total length of the compos

ite eighteen to 6 , 544 yards. Like Old Tom before 

him, he fell in love with the links, and declared that 

Lahinch rnight come to be regarded as "the finest 

and most popular course that [ or, I believe, any

one else ever constructed." Most objective golfers 

would probably consider MacKenzie's assessment to 

be a shade exuberant.  While Lahinch is an excel

lent course, with a high percentage of vivid and 

provocative holes, few connoisseurs, I think, would 

put i t  in a c lass with , for example,  Portmarnock, or, 

for that matter, with County Down or Portrush, in 

Northern I reland. H owever, because or the way 

the course is interwoven with the I jfe of the village, 

the Larunch Golf Club has a truly eA'traorclinary vital

i ty. A few years ago, in order to thin out the heavy 

traffic on the course, the club built a new nine-hole 

course, designed by John Harris, an able English 

architect. Counting both regular and affiliated mem

bers, over six hundred and fifty golfers at present 

belong to the club. Th annual dues for all mem-

bers are around thirty dollars. (The green fee for vis

itors is also shocki ngly low-a l i ttle under  two 

dollars on weekdays. and a l ittle over on week

ends -and since Lahinch i only thirty m jles north 

of Shannon Airport, it  is hardly surprising that the 

club does the briskest transient business or  any in 

[ reland except ror Portmarnock.) The old club

house was also enlarged not long ago, by the addi

tion of a spectacularly modern wing, all glass and 

highly polished wood. When a visitor is takjng his 

ease in the new wing, it is hard for him to realize 

that he  is in I reland unti l  he notices that the barom

eter on the wall in the bar is broken and that taped 

to it is a note that reads, "See Goats." He learns, on 

inquiry, that three ancient goats who are allowed the 

fi-eedom of the l inks head for the clubhouse the 

moment they sens that rain is coming, and hud

dle against the building until  it is over. They have 

proved to be such reljable weather prophet that the 

club officers long ago concluded that repairing the 

barometer wou ld  be  economica l ly  redundan t .  

I nstead, they voted to  change the  club emblem, 

adding to the original motif, wruch was a shamrock 

and a thistle, a goat rampant . 

-ApriI 1 }  1971 

Ben Crenshaw 
and The Country Club 

O F  T H E  M A N Y  P E O P L E  who helped Ben renshaw 

to attain the unique breadth of his knowledge of 

golf, two men stand out. One was H arvey Penick,  

who quickly understood that the young Crenshaw 

boy preferred to learn golfby playing it rather than 

spending sedulous hours on the practice tee . . . .  

The other man who helped Crenshaw t o  com

prehend and enjoy the full  scope of golf was his 

father, Charles Edward renshaw IV. When Ben 

was thirteen , the elder renshaw gave him Charles 
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Price's wide-ranging"The World of Golf" 

to read, havingjust fll1ished reading it him

self. Ben had no idea until he  got into the 

book that golf was as old as it was . . . . He was 

entranced by i ts gradual development in 

Scotland and its progress from the feather 

ball to the gutta-percha ball and then to the 

modern rubber-core ball . He and his father 

took turns reading the book to each other, 

and this really laid the basis for Crenshaw's 

exceptional interest in golf throughout the 

world and in all its phases. 

[n 1968 ,  Mr. Crenshaw, noting that the 

United States Golf Association would be 

holding the national junior championship 

in  midsummer at The Country Club, in 

Brookline, Massachusetts, decided that i t  

would be an excellent idea for Ben to play 

in it.Through reading and re-reading "The 

World of Golf," they were well aware that 

in the game's long history few rounds could 

compare in  drama and importance with 

those  w h i c h  h a d  been  p layed at The  

Country Club in  the 1 9 1 3  U.S. Open , 

when Francis Ouimet, a twenty-year-old 

ex-caddie, first tied the famous E nglish 

professionals HarryVardon and Ted Ray and 

then, on the fol lowing day, went out in the 

rain  and defeated them soundly in the 

Ben Crenshaw, shown here playing in the 1 968 U.S. Junior 

Amateur at The Country Club, later called it "one wondrous 

week [in which] golf history, architecture, and big-time com-

petition hit me over the head." 

playoff. The senior Crenshaw thought that it would 

be both educational and enjoyable for him and Ben 

to see that renowned home of golf, and Ben duly 

sent i n  his entry form to the USGA. 

"I  had been to St. Louis as a boy, but this was my 

fi rst trip up East," Crenshaw told some friend not 

long ago. "The Country Club made a tremendous 

impression on me. That yellow wooden clubhouse 

on the oval driveway was so handsomely spread out 

under those big old trees. There was a fine  atmo

sphere about the club. The people dressed properly. 

There was nothing fancy about the food, but it 

tasted unusually good.And that wonderful cour e-it 

far surpassed my expectations. I 'd never played on 

bent-grass fairways before or putted on real bent 

greens .  The greens were faster than the ones r was 

used to and much smoother. There was no excuse 

for fai l ing to putt them well .  Those bent fainvays 

were so beautiful [ was scared to take a divot. [ was 

truck by the variety of holes . . . .  [ had never seen 

comparable natural rel ief in  a course -such roll ing 

fairways, such deep bunkers, such shallow greens,  
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l i ke the one on the seventeenth hole, which Francis 

Ouimet birdied on the l ast regu lar round and again 

in the playoff. Francis's winning the Open was such 

a romantic story that walking over the course where 

he had played his  memorable rounds was a l i tt le l ike 

vis it ing th Alamo for the first t ime if you were in  

the least historical ly inc l ined.  

Columbus, Ohio, when his  bal l  moved the t in iest  

fi-action as h e  was address ing i t  with h i s  putter on 

the fifteenth green .  Both times, no one e l se  saw h i s  

ba l l  move. I n  1 92 6 ,  as i t  happened, Jones  went  on 

to  win the Open,  but i n  T 925  h e  fin i shed i n  a t ie  

for fi rst with Wi l l ie  M ac Farlane, to whom h e  sub-

sequently lost in an extended 

T h a n k  goo d n ess ,  [ p l ayed 

pretty good golf  and got to stay 

around a few days. Th ere were 

two qualifYing rounds, and then 

the match play began . [ won my 

ftrSt two matches but lost in 

the quarter-fll1als . [ got beaten 

on t h e  l a s t  g re e n  by L a r r y  

Griffm, the N ew Orleans junior 

"We were lucky we 
had Jones so long, 
for he had a rare gift 
for passing ideas and 
ideals on to other 
people." 

playoff, so i t  i s  often  a rgu e d  

t h a t  the  pena l ty s troke J o n es 

called on h i mself cost h im the 

championsh ip. 

M aybe yes and  maybe n o. 

One can 't alter one fact  and pre

sume that all the others would 

have remained unchanged .  I n  

any even t  I th ink there i s  a cer

champion .  [ th ink I was a shot or two over par. I 

loved everyth ing about the trip East. The cl imate 

was so different -when you got up in the morn

ing, you had to wear a sweater. I t  was a perfect place 

to play your first national chalTlpionsh ip. Whi le  we 

were there my father and I saw a Red Sox game at 

Fenway Park, and we took two h istorical tours

the Freedom Trai l  tour and the L iberty Trai J  tour. 

We lTlade the most of our tr ip." 

-jl/I/e 10 ,  1 985 

The Last D ays of Bobby Jones 

A L M O S T  I VA R I A B L Y  when the  subject of Bob 

Jones's sportsmansh ip  comes up in a discussion ,  

someone wil l  mention how he twice called pen

a l ty strokes on h imself in our Open-once i n  

t h e  second round o f  the 1 92 5  championship, a t  the 

Worcester Country Club, i n  Massachusetts, when,  

after he  had addressed the bal l ,  i t  moved slightly in 

h igh grass as he  was preparing to play a recovery 

from the rough on the eleven th hole, and once in 

the second rou n d  the n ext  year ,  a t  Sc i oto, in 

tain danger of missing the point  about Jones's sports-

manship if one places the pr imary emphasis o n  

those t\;yO instancesThey are better viewed, I believe, 

as dramatic examples of Jones's tenet that there i s  

only one way to play golf, and that i s  by the rules . . . .  

[ n  the nineteen-sixties, when Jones was confined 

to a wheelchair, the word went round  each winter 

that his  condition had become worse, and every

one in golf  speculated on whether he would be able 

to attend that year's M asters. He had suft-ered £i:om 

heart trouble s ince 1 95 2 ,  and n ow that,  too, became 

increasingly debilitating. Somehow he got to Augusta 

each Apri l ,  though by then his  body had so wasted 

away that he  wei ghed scarcely n inety poun ds .  H is 

arms were no bigger around than a broomstick, 

and he  could no longer open his  fingers to shake 

hands or grasp a pen Yet this i ndomitable man kept 

going. For many years on the day before the start 

of the Masters, I cal led in on him in company with 

Ed M i les, of the A I/al/la jOI / I'I/(//, and A I  L aney, of 

the Nel/I  York Hera/d Y,'i/JIIII e, who was one of h i s  

oldest and c losest friends .  We woul d  walk over to  

Jones's cottage, near the tenth tee, torn by m ixed 

feel ings-the prospect of pleasure and the prospect 
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of sorrow. M rs .  Jones or their son Bob or his wife, 

Frances, would be there to greet us. There would 

be a few cordially j u mbled minutes during which 

personal news was exchanged and it was cOlTlputed 

how many people wanted Coca-Cola and whether 

they wan ted it i n  a glass or a bott le .  By t h i s  

o r  so-nearly t o  the practice green-before we 

exchanged a word. My God, we fel t  good at that 

moment! We were so proud of Bob Jones! There 

was no need to feel sorry for a man like that. I f  he  

could rise above h i s  misfortune, you could jolly 

well rise above his rnisfortune. I think that every

one who cal led on h i m  

responded this way . . . .  

W h i l e  I gather from 

medical authorities that i t  

would be wrong to credit 

Jones with l iving on for 

years after the average per

son would have picked up 

h i s  bal l  and torn up h i s  

scorecard-how long any

one lives is not necessari ly 

dictated by h is will to live, 

they say-Jones deserves 

t i m e ,  J o n es wou l d  h ave 

appeared and would be con

triving  a seating arrange

ment that enabled him to see 

everyone. He  never looked 

as bad as you dreaded h e  

m i gh t .  W h i l e  h i s  b o dy 

had withered to nothing, 

h is handsome head and fea

tures had remained relatively 

u ntouched,  and his  min d  

w a s  as good as ever. We 

would ask him all sorts of 

que tions we had stored up 

about new golfers and old 

tournaments, and he would 

answer them with alTlUse

ment and flair. You could 

listen to h im all day. He had 
R i d i n g  i n  an early golf  cart,  brand n a m e  

incalcu lable credit for how 

he l ived out his life. Where 

h e  got the courage and 

energy to  do a l l  that he did 

t h ere is no k n ow i n g .  

H owever, I t h i n k  tha t  

Hogan pu t  h i s  fll1ger on at 

least a part of the answer 

when he said, shortly after 

the same feeling for words 

as Adlai Stevenson, and the 

same wonderful self-depre

"Autoette," Bobby Jones watched the Walker 

Cup matches unfold at The Kittanset Club i n  

1953, with W. Myron Owen o f  New Bedford. 

catory sense of h umor. I nevitably, as the session 

continued you became aware that you and your 

friends were doing aU the talking-tellingJones what 

you had been up to and what you thought about 

this and that. Jones did not bring this about by any 

conscious technique; he  simply was extremely inter

ested in what his friends were doing, and you fel t  

th i s  interest. Leaving was always hard .When he put  

h i s  twisted, folded-up hand in yours as  you said good

bye, you never knew whether you would be see

ing him again.  Each year when Miles and Laney and 

I left the cottage, we would walk seventy-five yards 

Jones's death, "The man was sick so long, and fought 

it so successfu lly, that I think we have final Jy dis-

covered the secret of Jones's success. It was the 

strength of his nund." About three days before Jones's 

death,  when he knew he was dying, he said to the 

members of h is fanuly, " I f  this is all there is to it ,  it 

sure is peacefLtl."That is good to know.We were lucky 

we had Jones so long, for he had a rare gift for pass

ing ideas and ideals on to other people. 1 think he 

probably enriched more lives than anyone else I have 

known. He enriched nune beyond measure. 

-April 29, 1 972 
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S T Y L E  A N D S U B S TA N C E  

Historic Oyster Harbors captures the sophistication 
and wisifl l l  beauty of golf on Cape Cod. 

T WAS O N E  ofthe fLrSt golf-centered planned 

communities in the country, the vision of a 

Boston real estate developer with the oddly 

rhyming name of Forris W Norris. In 1 925 

Norris, with the help of a few backers, paid 

$ 5 00 ,000 for a 600-acre wi ldern ess i s land on 

N antucket Sound,  between Hyannis  and 

Falmouth on Cape Cod.  I n  fewer than 

three years, he transformed it  into a 

resort complete with roads, utili

ties, stylish Cape Cod Colonial 

houses and cottages and a golf 

course designed by Donald Ross. 

Cal led Oyster Harbors, the 

complex was described in Norris' 

first sales brochure as "the wonder 

colony of Cape Cod- not a real estate 

development, but a private residential park, 

sharing its manifold advantages with all who lived 

within its confines." In keeping with the park theme, 

N o rr i s  had  h ired the  Olmsted broth ers - th e  

redoubtable landscape archi tects who designed 

Central Park in New York and the Back Bay Fens 

in  Boston -to plan roads and home sites for Oyster 

Harbors and to approve all plans for new houses to 

be built there.The Cape Cod vernacular was ascen

dant: no flat roofs, no more than three tories, no 

oversized outbuildings. 

Donald Ross, operating out of his summer home 

office in Newton Centre, had by this time quietly 

established a reputation as a golf architect of the first 

rank,  and N orris gave him carte blanche to build a 

course for Oyster Harbors. Actually there was one 

caveat. Because the golf course was to be the cen

terpiece of the sel l ing eft-ort ,  i t  had to be bui l t  

swiftly. The construction project was described in  

some detail in a history of Oyster Harbors published 

1 11 1 99 3 ,  than ks to the inpu t of  John R .  

Blackinton, who became Ross's stepson 

in 1 926  and actually worked on the 

course. Blackinton's testimony cast 

light on the arduous nature of 

golf course construction in the 

early part of the 20th century: 

"The heavily wooded site was 

cleared in the fal l  of I 925 . An esti

mated 800,000 trees were removed 

from the 1 40 acres set aside for the 

course. Crews cut trees, pul led stumps and 

then wielded grub hoes for clean-up. Large stumps 

were dynamited. A horse-drawn disc harrow was 

used to level the ground, and then the greens and 

traps were located. That Oyster Harbors might have 

the  finest fai rways and greens ,  a farm in West 

Barnstable, n ine  miles away, was purchased and 

37,000 yards of loam were transported to the site 

by truck. Cow manure \-vas shipped in from Maine 

Opposite: The 6th hole at Oyster Harbors, a 400-yard 

dogleg left, is the No. 1 handicap hole on the course, 

and reputedly a favorite of the course designer, Donald 

Ross. Inset: A china pattern from the early 20th cen

tury bears the club's familiar emblem. 
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Oyster Harbors' elegant clubhouse 

was designed by Boston architect 

Royal Barry Wills, a renowned 

practitioner of the Cape Cod archi

tectural style. Inset: Notable 

Oyster Harbors trophies include the 

Governor's Cup for the club four-ball 

championship and the Mrs. William 

H. Danforth Trophy, won 16 times by 

Patricia A. Lynch beginning in 1976. 

to West Barnstable i n  30 or -1-0 

fi-eight gondolas. I t  was then 

loaded by hand fi-om gondo

las to trucks and taken to the 

gol f c o u rse  wh ere e i gh t  

m a  n ure spreaders too k two 

weeks to spread i t .  A t  the  

height of activi ty, 3 4 8  men were engaged, assisted 

by 9 6  horses, six tractors, two steam shovels, -1-2 

trucks, two tree puL lers and a steamrol ler." 

Many years after this Herculean effort, with most 

building lots surrounding the golf course sold, Oyster 

Harbors became what it is today, an exclusive pri

vate communi ty inaccessible to the general pubJjc, 

but in i ts first decades, it  was ever in  the publ i c  eye. 

A great deal of promotional effort was expended to 

attract visitors-potential buyers of land-to the 

island, and the golf course was used as the main 

draw_ Players L ike Walter Hagen ,  Horton Smith, Gene 

2 2 2 A C O M  M O W E A I T I J () I (, () l I I: R S 

Sarazen, B3be Didrickson and trick-shot artist Joe 

K i rkwood came to Oyster Harbors in  response to 

i nvitations or as part of commercialized promotions. 

Oyster Harbors a lso welcomed the public ity that 

came with host ing the Massachusetts Open seven 



t imes fi-om 1 9 3 2  to J 94 2 .  I n  those years, the state 

open championship was on a par with most of the 

stops on the nation's Aedgl ing pro tour and i t  at

tracted strong fields, which in turn brought in l arge 

gal leries.  As it happened, a l ifelong amateur, Francis 

Ouimet ,  won the fi rst of those state tit les staged in 

Ostervi l le .  

Golf tournaments for duft-ers were also held to 

attract visitors who came and stayed at the Oyster 

H arbors Club.The original clubhouse, function ing 

as  a summer resort hotel, could aCCOn1J l 10date more 

than 1 00 guests . Special package trips WIth group 

discounts were offered through upscale realtors i n  

the region .  Owners often ren ted their homes for 

part or al l  of the season with the help of Forris 

N orris' real estate manager-which introduced the 

"colony" to more potential buyers . 

W il l iam H .  Danforth, Sr., one of the early investors, 

a ttracted a coter ie of players to the club, including 

Francis Ouimet ,  Johnny Fisch er, "Trailer Bi l l"  Holt  

and Boslol/ Ii-al/scripl golf writer A .  L inde Fowler. 

Aspir i n g  tour  player Ken Ventur i  also received 

encouragement fi-om Danforth and returned the 

favor by playing at Oyster Harbors . On a vis i t  here 

on A ugust 2 3 ,  1 959,  Venturi went  so far as to set a 

course record of 65 ,  handing in  a scorecard that  

consisted of eleven 4'S and seven 3 's. 

The Oyster Harbors project was a bri l J iant real 

estate marketing scheme and it succeeded, in spite 

of bumps in the road bke the Great Depression of 

the 1 930S, the devastating hurricanes of 1 938  and 1 944, 

and the threat of a commercial takeover of the island 

by the l ikes of Howard Johnson 's and the Ramada 

I n n  in the T 960s. I n  the last-named crisis, when the 

club had fallen on shaky times economical ly, home

owner Paul MelJon came to the rescue by buying 

up stock in the Oyster Harbors corporation, then leas

ing and eventualJy sel J ing the club, course and a few 

house lots to a newly consti tu ted enti ty, a move 

which ensured that Oyster 
The green of the 3SS-yard par-4 

H arbors would survIve as a 9th hole is in plain view from the 

private golf club indefinitely. club's dining room. 
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C I V I C V E N T U R E S 

I N T O  G O L F  

The success of The Captains} afuLl-service 
J6-hole complex in Brewster, and Cranberry Valley} in Harwich } signaled 

an encouraging new direction in public golf in Massachusetts. 

N H I S  E S T I M A B L E  Complete Guide to Golf 

on Cape Cod, Boston Globe golf writer Paul 

H arber tells the story of the hairdresser 

who changed the course of public golf  in  

the  rnid-Cape town of Brewster. One day 

back in the early I980s, while cutting 

hair  at her beauty salon,  Leona Leary 

h eard about a proposed develop

ment of 1 50 house lots on a tract 

of scrubby woodland in town. 

An avid golfer, Leona only the 

day before had been frustrated 

in her efforts to get a tee time 

at Brewster's only public course, 

a crowded n ine-holer unable to 

keep up with the population 's fast

growing appetite for golf. She decided 

to collect signatures for a petition urging the 

town to build a full-length golf course on the par

cel of land, rather than to burden Brewster with 

"another I SO  toilets flushing," as she put it, "another 

Opposite: The finishing hole at Cranberry Valley is a 

rugged double-dogleg par-5 playing to 584 yards from 

the gold tees. Above: A visiting .Japanese golfer takes 

time to record a golf vista for the photo album; about 

35 percent of daily-fee golfers at Cranberry Valley are 

out-of-towners. 

I SO  youngsters in our overpacked schools." 

After some irutial resistance, Brewster passed a $2 

million bond issue, then h ired Brian Silva of the 

Uxbridge-based design firm of Cornish , Silva and 

Mungeam to create an I 8-hole course on 1 67 acres 

just off Route 6.The Captains was the first 

solo effort for Silva, a Massachusetts 

n at ive a n d  a graduate of t h e  

Uruversity of Massachusetts turf

grass program at Amherst, who 

has since acquired a national 

reputation as a golf architect of 

the ftrSt rank.  The first public 

course on the Cape to be planted 

with bentgrass tees, greens and 

fairways opened to widespread praise 

1 1 1  1 985,  Golf Digest nanling it the Best 

New Public Course in  the count ry, and golfers 

flocked to it .  

" It was a great way for the town to maintain open 

space, and it made for good pubbc relations," said 

Silva. " Plus, it made money for the town the flrst 

year it was open ." I n  fact, the new course was so 

successful the town acquired an adjoining parcel of 

roiling, windswept dunesland marked by dramatic 

elevation changes and commissioned Silva to build 

an additional 18 holes . "The new acreage was more 
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No. 11 at Cranberry Valley is a 351-yard 

par-4, a dogleg right to a green protected by 

bunkers in front and on the right. 

Cranberry Valley Golf Association strong man Tidal 

B. Henry, .Jr., right, confers with starter I ranger Bill 

Burke as a club tournament gets under way. 

' active' in that it Iud more up-and-down topog

raphy, so we decided to blend �ome ofthJt into the 

first layout ," S i lva recal led.  " I t  happened that four  

holes began and fin ished near the  clubhome on that 

layout, so re-routing really wasn't a problem." 

The new and revised courses opened in  1 998 as 

The Port , with 1 0  of the new hol es,  and T h e  

Starboard, with eight o f  t h e  new holes, cOl l lplete 

with el 1 mi l l ion clubhouse and golf shop. Holes 

were named in honor orthe sea captains who had 

made Brewster their home port two centur ies ago. 

Other mun ic ipa l i ties had bui l t  gol f  courses on 

the Cape long before Brewster got in to the bmi

ness .  The Town of Dennis opened Dennis P ines 

in 1 965 .  Twenty years l a ter, the town bui l t  a sec

ond public cour�e, Dennis  H ighIJnd� ,  us ing rev

enue fi'om Dennis  P ines to carry most of the debt 

service for the new cons truction .  Other tow I l \  , 

inc l uding Yar mouth ,  Chatham and Barnstable ,  

have a lso gotten i nt o  the act .  I n stead of bui lding 

a course, the Town ofChathJm purchased an exi\t

i n g  layout ,  the course belonging to the C hatham 

Bars I n n ,  and made i t  J publ ic course named The 

Seaside L i nks of Chatham . 

The re,ul t  of .l l 1  this growth i �  dut only Myrtle 

Beach , South C.lrol ind ,  Jnd Wilmington , orth 

Carol ina ,  can boa,t more public golf cour,e, per 

capita thel J l  Cclpe Cod. (When the more than 50 

golf  courses on the Cape are ukcn in to account ,  
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Playing No. 17 on Port at The 

Captains, a father and son 

are joined by a canine version 

of a slow-play marshal. 

the area's per capita golf count 

r ivals the entire state of Florida.)  

As for The Capta ins ,  i t  set a 

new standard for public golf with 

i ts estheticaUy pleasing design , i mpeccable playi ng 

conditions and pre- and post-round :ll l lenities. l t  was 

as good as if not better than many a pr ivate c lub. 

A n d  " business" was the operative word for the 

venture .  In most years since the 36-hoJe complex 

opened, after aU expenses have been deducted, The 

Captains facility has poured more than $500,000 into 

the town's coffers. Cranberry Val ley, an 1 8-hole 

course in neighboring  Harwich,  i s  just as lucrative 

for i ts township .  But  i t  was many years before 

C ranberry VaUey got oA:- the ground .  

" I n  the la te  1 960s when the golf  course project 

was first presen ted to the townspeople, i t  fai led to 

pass several times," recalled Tidal B. Henry,] r. ,  a past 

president of the Cranberry Val ley Golf Associat ion . 

"The biggest problem seemed to center around 

the idea of a 'clubhouse' and the feeling in town that 

the taxpayer was building and would have to main

tain a 'country c lub'  for the smaU number of the 

town's golfing cit izens." 

I t  was not unt i l  1 973  that the project ga ined 

approval . At that time advocates studiously avoided 

using the word, "clubhouse," speaking of a "pro 

shop" instead, and they also stressed heavi ly the 
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profit-making aspect of the  golf course i n  

order t o  get t h e  votes of t h e  n on-golfers 

in town . They succeeded and the course 

was bui l t  for the relatively modest sum of 

$780,000. 

A Geoffrey Cornish/Will iam R obinson 

design , Cranberry Val ley opened in I 974 

and was soon ran ked among the  Top 75 

Publ ic  Golf Cou rses in A m er i ca by Coif 
Digest. " I t's a very cha l lenging course, but  

enjoyable to  p lay because i t  does not  to

tally brutal i ze you and there are no repeat 

holes,"observed director of golf Dennis  

H oye. With  larger-than-normal  tees and 

g re e n s ,  the  c o u rse  w a n d e r s  t h ro u gh woods ,  

marshes and the cranberry bogs for which  i t  i s  

named .  There are seven dogleg holes ,  inc lud ing 

the  double-dogleg 1 8 th , at 5 8 4  yards from the gold 

tees a very test ing fin i sh ing hole.  " Actual l y, the  

gold tees are removed for normal p lay," noted H oye. 

The course is kept in remarkably good condi

tion cons ider ing i t  supports 55 ,000-60,000 rou n ds 

a year. "To handle that much traffic, we had to in

crease the number of top dressing and aeration pro

grams," said Hoye. "We' l l  aerate as many as seven 

times during the season,  but most of the members 

understand it is for the good of the course." 

Wi th more than I ,600 members pay ing annual 

dues of $420, and non-members, who represent  

about  ha lf  the total number of golfers, pay ing 55  

in green fees, the course has  pa id for i tself every year 

and has handed over as 

m u c h  as $600 ,000 i n  

profits .With everyone

golfer and non-golfer

now happy among the 

local citizenry, Cranberry 

Val ley was poised in 2002 

to final ly  bui ld what it 

had  so l o n g  b e e n  

denic:d - a n  honest-to

goodness clubhouse. 

Opposite, clockwise from top 

left: Headgear for the home 

team; nautically inspired tee 

markers, with each hole at 

The Captains named for a 

sea captain from Brewster's 

storied maritime past; two 

par-55 on the Port course, 

including one with water 

challenging the approach 

shot; the 2nd hole on 

Starboard, a spectacular 

162-yard par-3. 
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L I N K S  T O  T H E  PA S T  

011e of the Cape 's oldest a1 1d most venerated courses, Hyannisport Club, 
has been blowing golfers ' minds, and scores, since it was laid out - by a 11 1a11 

who never played golf in his life. 

T W A S  A F R I D A Y  I N  E A R L Y A P R I L and 

I was lying on a beach in  Nassau,  sipping a 

Bahama Mama and soaking in the sun.  The 

fol lowing morning, at exactly 7 a .m . ,  I was 

standing on the first tee at Hyannisport, not 

having touched a club since the previous October, 

and I was getting snowed on .  And my question to 

myself was, ' What am I doing here" " 

Robert "Sandy" Dowling 1 I l ,  a for

mer club champion at Hyannisport, 

was recall ing the last time he par

ticipated in the Seagulls Four-Ball, 

an annual  spring fixture s ince 

1 95 1 ,  one almost always accom

panied by "godawful weather," in 

the words of head professional 

Rick Johnson . 

" We get the condi tions that 

tend to come through here toward 

the end of winter,"Johnson added. "A 

few years ago it was so cold and snowy, 

we j ust had to cancel the championship 

final ." I n  the event, two-man teams play an I S-

hole qualifier on the first day, then compete at match 

play through seven flights of I6 over the foJ Jowing 

Opposite, a t  top: Hyannisport's 15th hole is a downhill 

par-3 stretching to 177 yards. Bottom: During a prac

tice round, a local high school team comes onto the 

141-yard par-3 17th green, reachable, depending on the 

wind, with anything from a wedge to a Z-iron. Inset: 

Live rabbit squares off with a quail tee marker. 

week, using their gross better-baJJ scores. Despi te 

the often brutal weather, the Seagulls is oversub

scribed by 20 to 40 teanlS every year, a fact which 

speaks to the hardiness of the Cape Cod golfer in gen

eral and the Hyannisport variety in particular. 

The  Seagu l l s  was started by c lub  member  

G. Winthrop Moore, in whose memory the  tour

nament scoreboard is named. Moore was a 

local auto dealer with so much enthu

siasm for the game that he  would 

sponsor area professionals on what 

was known as the winter tour in 

the I940S and 1 950s. BilJ Ezinicki, 

the hockey star turned golf pro, 

was one of h i s  proteges .  H i s  

daughter, Connie, married Jay 

Tracy, another longtime member 

at Hyannisport. Tracy, Dowling 

and D ow l i n g's father, Rober t  

Dowling,J r. , all served on the exec

utive committee of the Massachusetts 

Golf Association .  Sandy DO'vvl ing was 

MGA president in 1 990- r 99I . 

" Hyannisport is s imi lar to Ki ttansett in that it 

blows l ike the devil most of the time, and when the 

wind shifts, the n ines play quite differently," said 

DowlingThe prevailing winds off Nantucket Sound 

are from the southwest, but at times the wind comes 

from the north .Westerly winds make the course uni

formly harder because they create crosswinds on 
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every hole .  "Another un Ique th ing, you can ee 

water fi'om every hole on the course, and from the 

elevation of the  clubhouse, you can see a portion 

of every hole-so if someone is  looking for you, 

there 's no place to hide." 

H yannisport was first la id out  as a n ine-hole 

course in 1 9 0 8  by AJex Findlay. In 1 936, the club 

h ired Donald R oss to re-design the exist ing  layout  

and add a second nine .  R oss drew up a pre l iminary 

rout ing plan but withdrew fi'om the project when 

the c lub decided i t  could not afford his  services. 

Frank Paine,  a founding member and for 25 years 

the club president ,  took on the job h imself, us ing 

some of the routing proposed by R oss. Self-tra ined 

as an ardutect, Paine \ as one of ew E ngland's most 

esteemed designers of colonial bui ldings .  AJthough 

it begs disbel ief, Paine  was not even a golfer, yet he  

had the abil i ty to grade l and to any contour and to 



interpret any specification. Effectively, he read Ross 

into the H yannisport site. 

[ f the Seagulls ushers in the season on the Cape, 

the Cape Cod Amateur, also played at Hyannisport 

s ince  1 9 5 1 ,  ushers it out .  Staged at the end of 

October, it too is "a hardcore event," according to 

Johnson, with unpredictable winds and weather the 

norm, but the field is much smaller than the spring 

event, with 32 players qualifying for the champi-

Clockwise from bottom left: 

The 10th hole at Hyannisport, 

with marshes in background; 

No. 5, a 176-yard uphill par-3; 

an uninvited foursome on 

one of the greens bordering 

marshes. Inset: A sign along 

the 9th hole in behalf of 

wildlife more welcome on the 

course than Canada geese. 

onship, and 1 6  for the se

nior title. J im Hallett, who 

grew up a mile away from 

Bass River Golf Course and 

played at Dennis Pines as a 

you n gster, won the Cape 

od Amateur four  t imes .  

( Hallett's father, Ollie, won 

the  Seagul ls  with var ious 

partners four times over four decades . )  

Speaking of champions at Hyannisport, Bob Toski 

won the 1 95 8  Massachusetts Open here in dramatic 

fash ion .  Trail ing seven other players by 

as much as six strokes with J holes 

to play, he turned loose a 32-34-

66 to edge Bob Crowley of Pine 

Brook Country Club in Weston 

by one shot. 

More than fo ur  decades 

later, the native of Haydenville 

vividly recalled the victory. " [  

had to make a sweeping, fast-break

ing putt of about 1 5  feet on the 1 8 th 

green to avoid a playoff," Toski said. " L ining 

up the putt, I remember seeing Bob Crowley stand

ing at the back of the green . He had already finished 

and he had an expression on his face that said, ' WeLl, 
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In the early 1960s, Hyannisport 

was the home club of President John 

F. Kennedy, but he rarely played, and 

even more rarely allowed photogra

phers to take his picture. "It's true 

that my predecessor did not object as 

I do to pictures of one's golfing skills 

in action," he once wrote. "But neither, 

on the other hand, did he ever bean 

a Secret Service man." Opposite page: 
The 3rd hole is a 354-yard dogleg left 

requiring an accurate approach shot 

to avoid the marshes on all sides. Most 

of the greens at Hyannisport are quite 

small, firm and fast. 

Tosk ,  cha nces are we're 

goi ng to be in a playoff 

or, who knows, you mjght 

even three-putt .' [n fact, 

three-putt ing was a dis

tinct possibili ty, so aU I was 

tryi ng to do was lag the 

p u t t ,  h o p i n g  it wo u l d  

w i n d  up  no  more than 

three or four  feet below 

t h e  h o l e ,  g iv i n g  m e  a 

c h a n c e to m a ke par. 

would say th odds were 

50- 1 against making the birdie, but I did, and I 

immediately looked over to where Crowley had 

been standing.  He  was gone. When I saw him later 

in  the locker room, he looked shell-shocked. 

"I don 't ever remember making a putt of qui te 

that magn i tu de,"Toski added. " I 'd played in the state 

open a number of times but had not succeeded, so 

it meant  a great deal to me to win , and to have my 
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name on a trophy with so many great champions." 

Toski 's three o lder brothers, Jack, Ben and  Tom ,  

were a L I  golf professionals .  Start ing when he was 1 0  

years old, Bob worked a s  a caddie for them at L eeds 

C o u n try C l u b, a n i ne-ho l e  c o u rse  o u ts i de  o f  

Northampton .  After fin i sh ing mi l i tary service i n  

1 94 5 ,Toski h imself turned professional . H e  became 

one of the top p layers on the pro tour in  the early 

1 95 0S and was the leading money winner in  1 954 ,  

when he  won George S .  May's World Championship 

and a record fi rst-place purse of$50,000. He wen t  

on to even greater fame as one o f  the pre-emjnent  

teachers in  the  game, helping to  develop CoIf Digest's 

instruction schools and authoring numerous instruc

tion books. I n  spi te of his  commitment to teach

i n g, Toski  n ever lost his taste for competi t i on ,  

winning five titles on  the seruor tour in the late 1 980s 

and early J 990S. I n  1 997, at  age 70, he became the  

oldest qual ifier ever in  the U .S .  Senior Open .  

I t  was about the t ime  o f  Tosk i 's t r iumph a t  

Hyannisport that the "Kennedy Compound" came 

in to being just a few blocks fi·om the club, when 

both John F Kennedy and Robert Kennedy bought  

co t tages n e a r  t h e  fa m i l y 's s u m m e r  h o m e  o n  

M a rc h a n t  Ave n u e ,  w h i c h  Joseph P. a n d  R ose 

Kennedy had purchased in l 927.The n ine  Ken nedy 

chi ldren and their various cousin s  had spell( sum

mers in  H yannisport, learning to sa i l ,  swim and 

play golf and ten nis .  Ambassador Kennedy report

edly had been blackbaUed by the "Yankee m em

bership" at  a country c lub on the South Shore, but  

the businessmen who belonged to H yannisport, 

some of whom had been he lped by the e lder  

Ken nedy through hard econorn.ic t imes, made h im 

and his family welcome. 

" I  remember seeing Rose Ken nedy out on the 

course on several occasions," recaUed Sandy Dowling. 

"She'd carry an old canvas bag with five or s ix 

clubs in  i t  and would keep three or four  baUs in 

play. I f  a group came up beh ind  h er, she'd qu ickly 

gather up her baUs,  h urry off the fai rway and let 

them play through ." 





B Y  T H E  L I G H T  

O F  S A N K AT Y  H E A D  

FOl /nded by a 1 1 Ia l l  for whom capitalism came natl /rally, 
Sankaty Head Golf Club on Nantucket has more recently spaJ A J/ led a summer camp 

progra11l that teaches boys sou11d values for business and pleasure. 

O L F  F I R S T C A M E to Nantucket 

in 1 897 when nine holes were laid 

out near present-day Wannacomet 

on the western side of the island. 

Less  than a year l a ter, 

another nine holes graced the roll ing 

landscape north of the vil lage of 

Siasconset (pronounced Sconset) 

on the more sparsely settled east

ern side of the island.  CalJed the 

San bty G o l f  CI u b of the  

Siasconset Moors,  th i s  course 

faded from active use in the first 

decade of the new century. 

Sankaty Golf Club was resurrected 

by David Gray of Detroit, Michigan ,  in 1 92 I ,  

a man with the means to do such a thing. David's 

father, John Gray, a native of Edinburgh , Scotland, 

had come to America with his family in 1 849, at 

the age of eight. By the end of the century, he had 

become an investor in a number of smalJ Detroit

area manufacturing busine ses. According to Sankaty 

Head historian Paul R. Rudy,John Gray was known 

to possess "a rare combination of push and conser

vatism" and he "knew the merit of economy as an 

adjunct to the spirit of enterprise." 

In 1903 ,John Gray's nephew Alex MalcoL11Son had 

become deeply overextended as a result  of financ

ing an eccentric inventor. Despite obvious risk,John 

Gray invested $ 10, 500 in the nephew's enterprise, and 

was elected president. On his death three years later, 

the value of Gray's investment in the Ford 

Motor Company had already reached 

a startl ing multiple of cost. When 

John Gray died, David became a 

director of Ford. By 1 9 1 9, when 

Ford redeemed the company's 

shares held by John Gray's estate, 

the original investment Of$ 1O,500 

had generated, through various 

avenues, in excess of$35  rnillion . 

[ n  1 92 1 ,  David Gray could wel l  

afford to indulge in his expansive vision for 

bringing Sankaty Head Golf Club back to l ife, and 

in fact personally donated 280 acres and a clubhouse 

for the fledgling club. 

He approached three-time U S. Amateur cham

pion Walter J .  Travis to lay out the course, but 

deemed his  $3 ,000 design fee too high and turned 

Inset: Teeing off under the vigilant eye of Nantucket's 

Sankaty Head Lighthouse, a beacon visible from many 

locations on the golf course. Opposite: The 15th hole 

is a 396-yard dogleg-right par-4, called ' Light Ahoy' 

on the scorecard. 
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to H .  E merson Armstrong, an island dweller famil

iar with the proposed site and a fine  amateur golfer 

in his own right. Supervising construction ,Armstrong 

had the first n ine holes ready for play in September 

of 1922 .  The second n ine was completed the fol

lowing yeaL Among a number of pioneering inno

vations, many of the greens were watered from wells 

equipped with electrically driven punlps. 

"This is a simple course, and 1 hope that future 

grounds committees will leave it so," Gray stated in 

a newspaper interview in 1 923 , after Sankaty was 

already in play. " We want this whole club to be in 

keeping with 'Sconset: simple.' W hy, down here you 

go along and come to a l itt le piano-box of a cot

tage and see a man out front dressed in an old golf 

suit, and perhaps he  is the president of the Southern 

Pacific; but you 'd never know it to look at him." 

A l though the  G reat D epression eroded the 

wealth of many of the barons of industry on the 

island - Armstrong himself lost his cottage to fore

closure-Nantucket re-gentrified i tself yet again 

in the years fol lowing World War [ I .  By the end of 

the 20th century, Sankaty Head claimed members 

who were among America's most influential busi

ness leaders, such as Jack Welch and John Akers, the 

former longtime C EOs, respectively, of General 

E lectric and I BM .  

The same individuals have been among the most 

ardent supporters of Camp Sankaty H ead which 

operates out of a compound of cabins and berth ing 

h uts on golf club property. The camp began in  the 

I930S to provide jobs for young men cast out of work 

by the Depression,  but i t  has since evolved into a 

non-profit summer camp offering boys aged 14 to 

I S  a chance to participate in a u nique resident 

camping experience, one designed in  part to bring 

out the budding capitalist in  every youth. 

" We teach the campers money management by 

having them open bank accounts ,  which are super

vised," explained camp director Doug E llsworth ,  

who brings 3 9  years of teaching experience in the 

public schools of West Orange, New Jersey, to the 

task of running the camp. " Fees and tips earned by 

caddieing are credited to the camp account of the 

individual camper. Many of them save a good 

amount, perhaps several thousand dollars, by the 

end of the l O-week program ." In  addition to money 

management, El lsworth noted, campers are encour

aged to develop the virtues of responsibibty, hon

esty, integrity and industry. 

Some of the campers develop friendships 'vvith the 

members they caddie for over the summer and these 

contacts sometimes extend well beyond camp days. 

"Some members have tremendous business experi

ence as well as a natural capacity for mentoring," said 

E llsworth . "Kids have been helped into graduate 

school and landed jobs through these channels ." 

Besides caddieing, campers part ic ipate in a wide 

variety of group and individual athletic programs. 

A popular banquet at summer's end honors achieve

ment in both sports and academics. By emphasiz

ing a sense of responsibility to the club membership, 

as well as devotion to team and camp internal un i ty, 

the camp nur tures group and individual loyalties. 

A total oho campers, i ncluding older boys who 

serve in staff positions, bved and worked at Sankaty 

Head in the summer of 200 1 . Over the years about 

half the campers have come from Massachusetts and 

the other half from just about every other state as 

well as foreign countries. A percentage of the campers 

are given scholarships based on need. [n addition , 

campers are eligible for scholarship money for high 

school and college expenses. I n  2001 , the non-profit 

foundation which oversees the camp 

handed out $92 ,000 in financial aid to 

the campers who qualified through a 

process of essay-writing, grade reviews 

and interviews. 

Wi th  a lmost two- t h i rds of the  

campers returning each season , there 

are never many open spots. " Bebeve 

me, we don't have to advertise," said 

Ellsworth . "The program is so suc

cessfu l ,  word of mouth is aJ J we need." 

Opposite, clockwise from top 

left: Redtail hawk coming in 

for a landing on No. 17; view of 

the long 5th hole from the 6th 

tee at Sankaty Head; playing 

through fog, a not uncommon 

phenomenon on Nantucket; 

inside the clubhouse, a dis

tinctive record of winners in a 

popular team event. Followinq 

paqes: The par-4 16th, a dog

leg-right stretching to 392 

yards, named 'Round the Horn.' 
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This page, clockwise from 

top left: The camp com

pound, situated between 

two fairways at Sankaty 

Head, including three 

bunkhouse-style buildings 

erected in 1995, where 60 

of the 70 campers reside; 

the quasi-military routine 

of morning roll cal l , featur

ing campers in varying 

states of alertness; polish

ing the ship's bell, which 

sounds at 8:10 a.m. sharp 

every day; senior camper 

making inspection rounds 

along with the day's work 

assignments for each youth. 

Camp Sankaty Head 
A I I l 1 iqlle SUIIlIller experieJlcejor young men 14 to  1 8  years 

if age has e/llerged 011 Nalltllcket as a 21st-celltury version oj 

tIle Bay State 's caddie progra/lls oj old, with a capitalist twist. 

Opposite page, clockwise from top left: Campers in relaxation mode, 

waiting for a loop; tribute to Charles M. Goetz, a prominent Washington, 

D.C., attorney and longtime club member, who created the legal basis 

for the caddie camp foundation; sequence of forecaddies at work, with 

happy result; a camper/caddie on the job on the 16th at Sankaty Head; 

another camper packing double, a more lucrative task and the special 

province of the more senior camp members - all campers are required to 

develop financial management skills through control of earned money. 
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T I L L  L A N D D O  u s  PA R T  

The site of this Cape Cod course) "an awesome spit of lal 1d  
buffeted by swirling winds on the shores of Pleasant Bay / )  is what puts the 

exclamation point il l Eastward HoI 

O M  B I N  I N G the rolling terrain and 

ocean setting of a links with the 

tree- l ined fai rways and raised 

greens of a heathlands course, 

Eastward Hoi poses a s ingular 

chal lenge to any golfer. In an exhibition match 

marking the formal opening of 

the course in 1922, the legendary 

Francis Ouimet could do no bet

ter than shoot 87, prompting him 

to declare i t  "the most difficult 

course I have ever played." 

i mately where the fourth green is located today. I t  

was the last word i n  sunllller resorts, with 76 rooms, 

steam heat, a bathroom on every Aoor, bowling 

alleys and bil l iards rooms, tennis cour ts and, along 

the beach , a long line of bathhouses. But 'vvith in  

three years the resort had folded for lack of public 

in terest i n  the idea of vacation

ing on Cape Cod. 

Subsequen tly, the property 

caught the eye of G. Herbert 

Windeler, the Boston insurance 

broker who had been instn.Ullental 

Located on a peninsula called 

Nickerson 's Neck in Chatham, 

Ea s tward H o i  I S  wedged 

between the Atlantic Ocean on 

one side and the popular sailing 

venue of Pleasant Bay on the 

other. Winds are near constant 

and ever-changing and the con

volu tions of terrain present an 

extraordinary variety of sideh il l ,  

dow n h i l l  and u p h i l l  l i e s .  As 

Not far from the No. 7 tee at Eastward 

in organizing the Massachusetts 

Golf Association , serving as i ts 

first president in 1 903 . Windeler 

and Charles Hardy, a Boston archi

tect with family roots in Chatham 

dating back to the Revolution, 

formed a group to evaluate the 

possibilities of the siteThey hired 

the Scottish champion Willie Park, 

Jr. , to visit Chatham. When he 

reported that a course could be 

built "equal to, if not better than, BOStOI1 Globe co lumni s t  Pau l  

H arber has  observed, "This  is 

Ho!, "casting from the top" takes on 

a whole new meaning. Opposite: With 

Pleasant Bay in the background, No. 6, 

a 40S-yard par-4, drops sharply 

before rising to the green. 

one course where the elements beat you all the time." 

any course this side or the other 

[of the Atlantic] ," the Great Point  Golf Club (named 

Development of the site got oft-to something of 

a false start in 1 890 when a group of investors from 

Boston, inclurung Eben Marsh of Jordan Marsh, built 

a luxury hotel on the h ighest point ofland, approx-

for the highest promontory, where the since demol

ished resort hotel had tood) was formed. 

The English-born Windeler was a sportsman of 

renown whose p ursuits included cricket, golf, rid-
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ing ,  tennis  and cur l ing.  W. H erbert Fowler, the 

Englishman he and the Great Point Golf Club h ired 

to lay out their Chatham course, was of compara

ble stature in the sport ing world .  Born in to an 

affluent fanuly, Fowler was an outstanding cr icket 

player i n  his youth ,  his 6 '4" fi-ame making him an 

in timjdating opponent .  He took up golf at the age 

of 3 5  and was soon playing at scratch .  A barrister 

and banker by profess ion,  he discovered an affin i ty 

for golf course arch i tecture and soon had a repu

tation to equal Donald Ross, two of his most famous 

de s igns  b e i n g  Wa l to n  H ea t h  in E n gl a n d  a n d  

Westward H o i  in England .  Eastward Ho i  would be 

one of only four  courses he designed fi�om scratch 

in America.  

Fowler had his first look at the Chatham site in 

1 920. According to Virginia Doherty's early h i story 

of the club, "the h uge, dignified visitor" made a 

somewhat qUL\:otic sight perched upon a polo pony 

(sent down fi-om Myopia Hunt  Club) as he som

berly rode about the land, but Fowler was a firm 

believer in making an exhaustive study of any site 

to be transformed in to a golf course. Placement of 

greens was of paramount importance to h im.  

" Layers-out of courses shou ld ,  I th ink ,  strive 

more to get su i table 

places for the various 

greens than to get the 

holes any part icu lar  

length ," he  wrote I n  

an  e ssay e n t i t l e d  

" L inks Arch i tecture," 

pu bl i s h e d  i n  1 9 0 7  

Opposite, at top: A golfer 

on the par-5, 467-yard 

5th hole, after moonrise. 

Below: The par-3 4th hole, 

167 yards long, may require 

a long iron off the tee if 

the wind is blowing in from 

Pleasant Bay. 

"M uch can be done by judicious placing of the tees 

to get the desired length,  but if the greens are badly 

placed the resu l t  wil l be that the holes wil l  never 

command the respect of the good golfer." 

Fowler disL iked blind shots, an i rony not lost on 

Eastward HOi  golfers who, owing to the hi l ly ter

rain of N ickerson 's Neck,  face b] jnd shots at a lmost 

every turn .  Fowler also regarded cross hazards with

in 50 yards of a green as unfair. But he  was a strong 

advocate of what he  called s ide hazards i n  fain.vays 

and near greens. "As time goes on I believe golfers 

w i l l  as  a body prefer  courses w h i c h  a re wel l  

guarded," h e  wrote, "to those where the game i s  prin

cipaIJy a question of hol ing out on the green ." 

I t  was Charles Hardy who turned Fowler's vision 

in to rea l ity. Hardy spent a number of months con

sulting with Fowler over the plans at Westward H o i  

The Eastward Ho! clubhouse, which opened o n  July 5 ,  1930, i s  a clever 

amalgam of old structures moved to the site, including one local home

stead formerly belonging to the Nickerson family, and a 1700s cottage 

in England, and when work began on 

the  Chatham l i n ks i n  1 92 1 ,  H ardy 

took charge of the construction .When 

the  course opened for play i n  1 922, the  

Bostoll Herald ran a ful l-page feature 

u n de r  t h e  h e a d l i n e  " C ap e  C o d 's 

Wonder L inks  Opened Up for P lay," 

and reported that some of the h oles 

were "nothing short of majestic." I n  

fact,  the course was not considered 

close to completion at that t ime and 

work continued on i t  for years. 

brought intact from Acushnet . 
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" Wonder  l i n ks ," t h o u gh i t  was ,  

Chatham Country Club, as  it  "vas called 

at the t ime,  soon ran in to financia l  

difficulty. By 1 92 7  there were only 75 

m e m bers ,  o n e  of  w h o m ,  R oy E .  







Toml inson ,  stepped forward to save the day. A 

Chicago native with family roots in ew England 

dati ng fi:om the mid- 1 600s, Tom.i inson was presi

dent of National Biscuit Company. Summering in 

Chatham, he had grown so attached to the club and 

course that he bought the property for 75 ,000, 

thus keeping it out of bankruptcy, and a year later 

sold i t  back to the former members for what he had 

paid for i t .Tomlinson served as first president of the 

newly constituted club, re-named Eastward Ho !  

Country Club, and remained 

inAuential in i ts affairs. He  

donated two o i l  pa int ings 

now hanging in  the  gr i l l  

room to  the  club in 1 95 8 .  

Captaill Hllll ter, a portra i t  

of a Cape seaman in  his oi l

skins, and abed Basset t ,  a 

portrait of a hunter i n  the 

marshes, were executed by 

Harold Brett, a noted art ist  and i l lustrator who 

himself served as  c lub president fi'om 1 94 1  to 1 94 5 . 

Symboliz ing the c lub'  resurgence,  a pro-am 

exhibition match on August 9 ,  1 929,  featuri n gJess 

Sweetser, Francis Ouimet,Johnny Farrel J  and Tom 

Kerrigan ,  drew nearly 400 spectators at  1 a head 

and produced a spectacu l a r  rou n d  of golf by 

SweetseL Wi nner of both the U.S .  and B r i ti sh 

Amateurs, Sweetser scored a 68 ,  a record for the 

course that would not be beaten for the next 30 

years. That record is  commemorated by H arold 

Brett's paint ing of Sweetser on the 15th hole, also 

hanging in the grill room. 

U.S. and British Amateur champion .Jess Sweetser 

set a course record of 68 at Eastward Ho! when he 

played in a pro-am exhibition match as a benefit for 

Cape Cod Hospital on August 9, 1929. The painting 

now hanging in the club's grill room commemorates 

his feat; it was executed by Harold Brett, a former 

president of the club, and shows Sweetser teeing off 

on the 142-yard par-3 15th hole. Inset: The club's 

elegant monogram oversees the bar in the grill room. 
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Inside the clubhouse, a pair of oil portraits by Harold Brett pay 

tribute to figures distinctly of the region surrounding Eastward Ho!: 

Obed Bassett, a hunter in the marshes, shotgun at the ready, and 

Captain Hunter, a Cape seaman in his oilskins. 

W H .  Fowler o n  
Learning Golf 
The El1glish desigl1er of Eastll lard Ho ! har! 
strong opil l ions 01 1 elJerytll i l lg relater! to p,olf 

After playing golf for some years I came to the conclusion 

that golf is like billiards: if you want to get beyond a cer

tain stage you must practice, and not be continually play

ing matches • • • •  I am certain that no one can come to their 

best unless they go through a long period of practicing, 

or rather I should say learning, with all the different clubs, 

including the niblick [ equivalent of the 9-iron or wedqe

Ed.] .  How often one sees quite a good player who has no 

idea of how to play the proper bunker shot, and how impor

tant it is, and yet you hardly ever see a man in a bunker 

learning how to get out. There is a great deal that the 

individual must find out for himself; but I am convinced of 

one thing, and that is that the player who cultivates a slow 

swing when beginning will never regret it. He will play quite 

as well when he is young, and he will retain his game for a 

far longer period than if he had begun as a quick swinger. 

- From "Links Architecture" 

by W. Herbert Fowler, an essay published in 

Great Golfers in the Makinq, 1907 
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WA L K  O N  T H E W I L D  S I D E  

Nantucket Golf Club offers a classic test of golf on windswept 
grassland and sand dunes, at the same time preserving open space and natural 

habitat on an island where the environment comes first . 

O L F E R S  and environmentalists 

have often been depicted as at 

odds with each other." Many who 

practice the sport see environ

mentalists as tree-hugging fanat

ics unwilling to base their opinions on true science," 

observed one contributor to the Audubon Society's 

magazine i n  1998 .  " Golfers in turn are stereotyped 

as u ncaring elitists fixated on 

manicured fairways and obliv

i o u s  to t h e  e ffect s  of s u c h  

artificial conditions on local 

birds and other wildlife." 

land dictate the routing, so there are long-range 

views across adjoining fairways toward the coast to 

the south and a neighboring wildlife refuge to the 

north ." MassCoifer magazine reported that the 

club "adds a world-class facility to the Bay State's 

already distinguished roster of golf gems." Links mag

azine pronounced the Nantucket course "golf's 

latest great walk, sweeping so gracefully from one 

hole to the next that you're 

liable to lose track of what hole 

you 're p laying." I n  fac t ,  the 

7 ,08 1 -yard layout was designed 

to be walked, with tees close to 

previous greens, and no paved 

cart paths anywhere. To ride 

the course in  one of the club's 

small fleet of golf carts, one 

must present medical evidence 

that walking isn't possible. 

While this dichotomy exists 

even in Massachusetts, one of 

the more environmentally sen

sitive states in the country, it has 

also been proven false on occa

sion.A  case in point is Nantucket 

Golf Club on the southeast cor

ner of Nantucket Island, adjacent 

to the town of Siasconset (pro

nounced Sconset) . The course 

opened in 1998 to rave reviews 

Young caddies at Nantucket Golf Club learn 

the ropes by being paired with more experi

enced practitioners. Opposite: Sunset lends 

I n  order to build its mas

terpiece, the Nantucket club 

agreed to several conservation 

c o n di t i o n s ,  w h i c h  i n  t u r n  its glow to island landscapes, such a s  the 

green of the 6th hole, a S72-yard par-So 
pleased environmentalists on 

an island where more than 40 percent of the land both from golfers and environmentalists. 

Designed by Rees Jones, it was cited as the best 

new private course of the year by Coif Digest. 
" Rather than isolate each hole with high mounds," 

Ron W hitten ,  the magazine 's architectu ral editor, 

noted, "Jones let the natu ral humps and dips of the 

is already under protective covenants .  Faced with 

the possibility of a real estate development on the 

site, the idea of a naturalistic golf course was attrac

tive even to staunch open-space advocates. 

" I t  really does a fabulous job of fitting into the 
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Apart from the clubhouse and adjacent guest cottages at Nantucket 

Golf Club, there are no buildings to distract from the natural 

beauty of a course laid out among island dunes, knolls and grasses. 

Opposite: The 475-yard 15th hole, here seen from across waste 

bunkers along the 12th hole, features a range of cross bunkers that 

extend back from the green for 350 yards. 

l an dscape," sa id James Lentowsk i ,  execu tive secretary of the 

Nan tucket Conservat ion Foundati o n .  " On a cont i nuum of 

choices, th is  certa in ly is a choice closer to the most desirable 

rather than the least desirable." 

The c lub en tered i n to an unusual  arrangement  with the 

Massachusetts Department of Fisheries and Wildl ife to manage 

an i ,  LOO-acre habitat for the endangered northern harrier hawk, 

also known as the marsh hawk, in partnership with the Nantucket 

Conservation Foundation and Massach usetts Audubon, both of 

which control portions of the land surrounding the golf  course. 

The club wil l  contribute $800,000 to this  program alone over 

the next 50 years. 

"The partnership between the club and state and local officials 

has been h ighly successfu l ,  and has become a model that is being 

used with other proposed golf course projects in Massach usetts," 

�aid golf  course manager Mark L ucas. " We have been pleased by 

the research to date, which has shown that the harrier hawks are 

using the course to forage. And th is  is only the beginn ing, with 

more research and land management to cOll le ." 

Nantucket's sand plain grassland has been slowly disappearing. 

overrun by scrub oak, a low-growing tangle of woody branches 

that's friendly to no one. The harrier hawk depends on the grass

land habitat for food and nesting grounds .  By removing the scrub 
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A view from behind the green 

at No. 11 , a 416-yard par-4, on a 

moderately breezy day; the club 

logo at Nantucket is a flagstick, 

bowed by what seems like gale

force wind. Days when such 

conditions prevail are called 

"logo days" by members. 

oak fi'om areas and 

plant ing them with 

fescues a n d  o t h er 

grasses, the club and 

i ts part n ers  have 

begun to resurrect an ecological niche for vole� and 

moles, the food source for the hawks. and nesting 

pairs of the birds have already been identi fied not 

far fi'om the course. 

The club ha� also built a nursery to nurture and 

propagate several species of endangered plants. such 

as the St. Andrews cro�� and the bushy rock rose, and 

various grasses indigenous to the sand plain grassland. 

Lucas, calling the program " cutting edge for a golf  

E1c iliry:' will re-introduce the  plants in to  the  gras�

land areas that are being re�tored. The deal between 

the state and the club caU,; for a total of 70 Jcres of 

grassland to be restored. Most of the grassland remain

ing in Massachusetts is found on Nantucket. 
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I�ee� Jones fi rst gai ned national attention as a 

re�torer of classic courses i n  connect ion with h i s  

work prepar ing  the  c mpos i te  c o u rse a t  The  

ou ntry C lub  in  Brook l ine  for the U . s .  Open i n  

1 98 8 ,  but he  i s just a s  wel l  known for h i s  or ig inal  

designs. After graduating from Yale  in 1 963  with a 

B . A . , and doing graduJte work in  landscape archi

tecture at the H arvard School  of Design , h e joined 

the fi rm of his  father, I�obert Trent  Jones .  1'. , i n  

h i s  h om etown of  M o n tc l a i r ,  N ew J ersey. H e  

designed and bui l t  2 5  courses before sett ing forth 

on his own i n  1 974. 

In recent years he  has designed a number of 

courses in coastal are.1 S ,  inc luding Ocean Forest i n  

SeJ  I sbnd ,  Georgia ,  <1nd Atbnt i c  Golf  C lub  in  

Br idgehampton,  e\\' York.  Those projects well  

prepared him for the task . 1(  Nant u cket,  wher 

co,mal breezes Jdd a sign i ticant dimens ion to play. 

Most of the bun kers on the new course were bui l t  



as old-fashioned flat-bottomed pits, with steep faces 

of grass, to keep the sand i tself out of the wind. Most 

greens are simply extensions of the fairways, so 

running shots kept beneath the wind can hi t  and 

hold.  Jones designed the course's longest two par-

4S, the 47 1 -yard 7 th and the 475-yard 1 5 th ,  to run 

i n  opposite directions so at least one would actu

al ly play l ike a par-4. The prevai l ing wind on the 

island comes from the southwest,  but seldom stays 

that way for the length of a round, yet when the 

wind s'vvi tches and comes from the north, the holes 

simply exchange their degree of difficulty. 

" Rees and I talked about the responsibi l i ty we 

felt to the land out here," said course developer Fred 

Green, whose other projec ts have been the center

pieces of real estate developments. "We knew it  

had the potential to be one of the great golf clubs 

ever built in America, and i t  was a personal chal

lenge to me to build a golf course l ike they did 80 

or 90 years ago." Hummocks, knobs and other nat

ural contours were accentuated by the relocation 

of some 350,000 cubic yards of earth .  

" N antu cket i s  a throwback course," Rees Jones 

told Coif D(ges / .  "I t 's an 

old-t ime, hands-on job, 

done wi th my own shap

ing crew. We used the s i te 

in  i t s  natural s tate ,  and 

I think we optimized i t .  I 

made probably 25 trips to 
the  s i te .  Tha t 's what  i t  

takes t o  get all the subtle 

deta i ls r ight .  

" I t 's not designed to 

play the same every time," 

Jones added, "because of 

the w i n d .  I t  p rovokes 

thought on every hole." 

"The term ' l i nks '  i s  

overused or  m i sused 

Nantucket's extensive practice facility 

includes a range, bunkers, target 

green and plenty of balls. Below: 

Downwind, the 387-yard par-4 17th 

hole might be negotiated by a better 

player with a 3-wood and 8-iron, 

but the approach still must carry the 

large, cloverleaf bunker. 

when describing some courses," stated head golf pro

fessional Kevin WaLker. "But there's no other descrip-

tion for this courseThe holes look l ike they belong, 

and when you factor in the conditions and the ele

ments, i t 's pure l inks .This course i s just an absolute 

joy to play." 
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A t  the Turn 

Trouble in the Locker ROOlll 
B Y  J O H N  P .  M A R Q U A N D  '---'"' 

E T T  E R to Mr. Albert Magill ,  President 

Emeritus ,  from Mr. Roger Horl ick,  

Board of Governors of the Happy Knoll 

Country Club. 

changers, who pay as much for their lockers and who 

si.mply sit in front of them and take their spiked shoes 

off as rapidly as possible and then retire to the men's 

bar, where they can discuss their golfing diffi cu lties 

D E A R  A L B E R T :  

I have never known a 

golf season at the Happy 

Knoll Country Club when 

t h e re h ave n o t  b e e n  a 

n u m b e r  o f  c o m p l a in t s  

lodged before the  Board 

of Governors regard ing  

cond i t ions  i n  the  men 's 

locker room, and added to 

this, there are now com

p la in t s  from t h e  l ad ie s '  

room as  well .  But  the  con

ditions in the men's locker 

room, I would say, are more 

social than physical . Un

fo r t u n a te ly, the  usua l  

groups and juntas seem to 

be  more at daggers drawn 

t h a n  u s u a l  a n d  c o n s e 

quently it may b e  necessary 

to issue and enforce some 

new regulations. 

O N E  O F  T H I S  C O U N T R Y ' S premier nov

elists of manners, John M arquand was 

born in Wilmington, Delaware, in 1 893 and 

lived most of his l ife in Curzon's Mil l ,  M as-

sachusetts .  A fter graduating in 1 9 1 5  from 

H arvard, where he majored in chemis try, 

M arquand worked b r i e fl y  for the Bostoll 

Transcript before serving in the U. S. Army. His 

novels,  many of them satiric depictions of 

upper-crust society in New England, and par-

ticularly Boston, included IVolI/en alld Thall/as 

Harral/!, Poi/If of No Retllrn, and The Late CeO/ge 

Apley, for which he won the Pulitzer Prize 

for fiction in 1 9 3 8 .  Life at Happy KllolI, from 

w h i c h  the fo l l o w i n g  is e x c e r p t e d ,  i s  

Marquand's look a t  the l ife and times o f  a 

fictional country club in mid-20th-century 

A m e r i c a ,  t o l d  in the for m  o f  s o m e ti me s  

heated correspondence among several dis-

gruntled members. First appearing in serial 

form i n  Sports [//ustraled in 1 9 5 5 ,  Life al Happy 

Knoll is one of the last published works of the 

author, who died in 1 960. 

i n  comparative comfort, 

would not be a source of 

trouble. Old Tim-who, I 

must say, is getting forget

ful and seems even worse 

th i s  year than las t-has 

only to  take th e shoe

changers' shoes, clean them 

and place them. beneath 

t h e i r  lo ckers .  T h e n  h i s  

work i s  done. I f the shoes 

a re m i xed  up-for 

in stance,  as occasional ly 

happens ,  one of M r. 

Bent ley's c repe shoes i s  

found beside Mr. Robin

son 's sp ike shoe i n  M r. 

Lockforth 's locke r, a n d  

both of them are lefts

you can count on a feel

ing of good fellowship and 

cooperation deriving from 

There are, as always, the drinking and the non-

a genuine affection for Old 
Tim to straighten thi ngs out.  Up to now this has 

all ended with a good-natured joshing of Old Tim, 

drinking groups, or if you wish to put it i n  another 

way, the shower-and-change and the simple shoe

changing cliques. You would think that the shoe-

which Tim has grown to depend upon and enjoy, 

but the shoe-changers are making genuine trouble 

this year at Happy Knoll . Furthermore it seems that 
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the shower-and-change group has also been grow

ing more aggressive.The locker benches are becom

ing more and more fi lJed with moist towels, moist 

undergarment and loose ice cubes, so that shoe

changers find it difficult to remove their footwear. 

more beginning to make himself indispensable. I n  

a n  older day, when only glasses were available, the 

Fosbroke cont inge nt might have moved to the 

Alcove, but with the two newly instal led water 

coolers, this action is no longer necessary because 

We had hoped, as you well remem

ber, that the generous gift to the 

locker room by H. S.  Fosbroke of an 

attractive alcove with dark oak dress

ing stall s- officially known as the 

Fosbroke Alcove, and now calJed, I 

regret to say, the Fosbroke Boudoir 

would obviate this  difficul ty. The 

shoe-changers, we had hoped, would 

all use the Fosbroke Alcove, which 

is much nearer the men 's bar and 

would thus be separated from the O L D T I M 

it is always po sible, even if Old Ned 

forgets the ice and set-ups as he very 

often does, to bring a flask or bot

tle to the water cooler and use paper 

cup . Also, Mr. Benjamin Carrow 

who, as you know, has been a lock

er-room habitue for many years, is 

against all change. H e  is, i f  I may use 

the word, a ringleader of the show

er-and-change group, just as M r. 

James A .  M osser  i s  o rgan i z i n g  

the hoe-changers . Recently both 

more vociferous showerers. I t has 

not worked out this way. It seems that the shoe

changers prefer benches in front of their lockers, as 

always .They insist that they are paying a high price 

for the use of these and several have insisted that 

the showerers and dressers use the Fosbroke Alcove 

and that a table be placed there with ice and set

ups. It would be no trouble, thi element says, for 

the showerers to bring their bottle and flasks to the 

table, no matter what their nudity. 

Superficiil ly, this would seem like a worthwhile 

suggestion and it ha always been my opinion that 

the bringing of private bottles into the locker room 

should be discouraged, since this practice cuts into 

the bar receipt ; but there has been great objection 

to this move. It seems that most of the opposition 

centers around Old Ned who, you know, has been 

removed from the men's bar to the locker room this 

season.  It gives Ned great happiness to circulate with 

trays of ice and soda, this being an activity which 

keeps him in touch simultaneously with his old 

friends in the bar and with his new friends near the 

showers, and there is no doubt that Old Ned is once 

these members of Happy Knoll have 

written commun.ications to the Board of Governors, 

which throws this con troversy ful ly into focus, 

and I am sending you copie for your  information 

and guidance. 

Sincerely, 

Roger Horlick 

Letter from Mr. James A. Mo ser to the Board of 

Governors of the Happy K noll Country Club. 

G E N T L E M E  

By way of introduction I beg to state that for the 

last twenty-two years I have been both an active and 

an appreciative member of the Happy Knoll Country 

Club. This longish period of membership dates 

from my first arrival in this community when I pur

chased for Mrs .  Mosser, then but recently a bride, 

our present home on Wedgewood Lane directly after 

I was made a junior partner in the New York law 

firm of Caulkins, Bryan and Russell of which there 

now seems a prospect that I may become a senior 
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partner if I can keep my health and memory to

gether for another decade. It was for this purpose 

that I first joined the Happy Knol l  Country Club 

and why, in spite of certain difficu lties and griev

ances, r have persisted, often against Mrs. Mosser's 

advice, in retaining my membership. I have always 

been a believer in that old motto -and I believe 

my Latin is correct -MENS SANA I N  CORPORE SANO.  

After the daily exigencies of a law firm in down

town N ew York, I have found that relaxation is 

necessary. B ecause of our N orthern climate and 

the fact that Mrs .  Mosser does not enjoy a winter 

golfing vacation ,  bridge is my hobby until  the grass 

grows green upon the course at Happy Knoll .When 

this fortunate event arrives, Mrs. Mosser notwith

standing, r am able to counterbalance cares of the 

office by resorting to the still greater worries of golf. 

Frankly, in spite of the tutorial money which r 
have paid to our professional, Mr. 

M uldoon,  I can not see that my 

game has improved perceptibly over 

the decades; but this, honestly, is not 

the point. The point is that I sti l l  

hope i t  may improve, and therefore 

I play at the Happy Knol l  Country 

Club on t\'VO weekday afternoons 

and on Saturday and Sunday morn

i ngs invariably, whether Mrs .  Mosser 

m.ay approve of it or not. For t\'Ven

ty-two years r have rented locker 

number 67 which stands nearest the 

O L D  

aisle o f  A lcove C. r have never dom.inated this area. 

I have made but little noise. I have watched the per

sonnel around me during my locker room l ife 

undergo considerable change. I am sorry to say that 

in recent years the change is growing more rapid 

and is declining toward the worse. 

Each year more members appear to consider the 

alcoves between the steel lockers not as a dressing 

space for which they were intended, but rather as 

informal lounging rooms in which they can sit 

indefini tely in a semidraped condition , retai l ing 

loud anecdotes of their last eighteen holes or set

tling the interminable details of their complicated 

gambling debts . This tendency has inul1easurably 

increased since Old Ned has been moved to the 

locker room from the bar to assist Tim, the regular 

attendant .  [ do not mean to imply that Tim does 

not need assistance. On the contrary, the increasing 

noise in the locker room throws him in a state of 

greater, if  possible, than normal confusion; but the 

addition of Ned only makes confusion worse con

founded because both Ned and Tim are so natu

rally gregarious that all they do is to stand listening 

and of ten joining in the conversation.  The latter is 

easy for, though r have never fal len a victim to the 

charm of these t\'Vo senile and incompetent employ

ees, they are individually popular among the more 

heavy drinking groups. 

[ am the last person, I hope, to 

object to conviviality, but I do object 

to sodden bath towels, to paper cups 

and odd shoes and garments being 

strewn everywhere for weeks on 

end. During this season [ have never 

seen Old Tim once pick up any of 

these articles. I ndeed the only time 

I have seen him bend over was to 

grab for an abandoned fifty-cent 

E D  piece, and to my amazement h i s  

reflexes were quicker than those of 

Old Ned.  It may be that my instinctive liking for 

order makes me somewhat of a stickler, but still I 

should be glad to put up with everything except 

for the occasions when I cannot get to my locker 

or open i t  because of the large number of moist indi

viduals who loll in front of it and who actually seem 

to resent my intrusion. 

I shall not name names or criticize any one 

member of Happy Knoll ,  but r will say this-that 
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the sight of a middle-aged Happy K noll member 

in the nude grows less aesthetic to me year by year. 

Balanced diet, [ am convinced, does not interest 

many. At any rate, their physical bulk is continually 

between me and my shoes when I al11 able to find 

the latter. There used to be a time when persons 

would hear if I said " Excuse me," but now under the 

min istrations of Old Ned they are too preoccupied 

to hear or to move in any direction.  In fact, I £i-e

guently feel as though I wer among bodies falbng 

into hell as depicted on the bas-reliefs of a medieval 

cathedral .  [s this sort of thing sport, gentlemen? I s  

this for what Happy Knoll was in tended? 

These guestions, I admit, are purely rhetorical . I 

have been told again and again that if I don't want 

a hower bath and a drink I should change my 

shoes in the Fosbroke Alcove, but how am [ to do 

so? Would Old Tim ever find my shoes if I left them 

there? WouJd he ever return them to my 10cker;> The 

answer is ,  he would not. The only way to keep 

clothing and equipment safe at Happy Knoll is to 

put them firmly under lock and key, as are mine in 

locker 67. I am sorry to spoil the fun in £i�ont of 

locker 67, but I must get to it sometimes and it is 

not my fault that a certain Happy Knoll  member 

collided with my key while it was in the lock and 

scratched his torso severely while demonstrating the 

follow-through he made on the difficult 10th. If  there 

has been any complaint to the Board of Governors 

regarding this incident, I, too, must complain that 

there are other danger factor in the locker room 

besides keys. Only the day before yesterday, when 

arriving from the l inks, I stepped upon a number 

of ice cubes that had been accidentally dropped in 

the corridor by Old Ned. These became impaled 

upon my golfing spikes so that I slid a considerable 

distance, finally lost my balance and feU .  This acci

dent only caused our club nudists merriment instead 

of concern . I n  fact, Old Ned was too convulsed to 

be able to help me up and the injur i es I suffered 

are today more seri us than any key scratch .  

This  letter, gentlemen, is not  a complaint ;  rather 

it is an invitation .W11Y doe not your committee drop 

int o  the locker room at six o 'clock some afternoon, 

or even at seven or eight, and hear some poorly told 

oA::'color stories, see some horrible physiques and 

sbp on some ice yourselves? If you did, perhaps you 

would agree with me that any change, however 

insignificant, would be for the better. 

Respectfully yours, 

Ja111es A .  Mosser 

Letter from Mr. Benjamin Carrow to the Board 

of Governors of the Happy Knoll Country Club. 

G E  T L E M E N :  

I do not Lke to indulge in personaLties, especially 

as concerns members of so fine a country club as 

Happy Knoll ,  but mayb in this case I should, since 

I understand that Mr. James A .  Mosser-who rents 

locker 67 in good old Alcove -is writing you a 

complaint about what he calls "disorders" in  the 

locker room. I t  gives me pleasure to state that neither 

I nor any of the gang have anyth ing against this 

Mosser character personally-only he is a fussy, 

skinny old guy, Lke so many of these lawyers who 

argue over income taxes and never have any clean 

fun and lose all their sense of humor, if  they were 

ever born with any. None of the gang has anything 

against him-we are only sorry he doesn't want  to 

fit in with the group; and believe me, we have one 

of the swellest crowds in the locker room this sum

mer that you gentlemen have ever seen ,  a whole lot 

too swell for any sorehead to go and ruin. Come 

to think of it ,  I have a right to be ju t as sore at Mosser 

as Mosser is at any of the gang. I ripped myself clean 

across the back last week because he left his key j ut

ting out of his locker in Alcove , an inj ury which 

made me lose my first match in the Four Bal l .  
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N evert h e l e ss ,  I d o n 't compla i n ,  even though 

Muldoon himself assured me I would have won if  

I had gone  through the ball instead of wincing on 

impact, from the pain the  scar gave me .  C' est /n guerre 
has always been my motto, if you will excuse my 

French .  N ei ther I nor  any of the gang has any 

gripes about Mosser. He is the one who is pubJjc 

griper No. I ,  and his reason seems to me mighty 

trivial . Frankly, gentlemen,  all 

i t  was :  h e  s tepped wi th  h i s  

spiked shoes o n  some ice cubes 

that had fallen in  the alley out

side of Alcove C and then did 

j ust a simple pratfal l .  

I t  may have been the fault of 

our crowd that we laughed, as 

djd Old N ed and Old Tim who 

were present at the time, hustling 

a few bourbons on the rocks. 

But what were we to do instead? 

Cry? And who can avoid laugh

ing at those things? Remember 

the old vaudevil le days;> I still 

:=:== -= = 
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think a good bump on the rear furnishes the best 

sure-fire entertainment in the world. Anyway, he djd 

not hurt himself, or if he  did, it is only because he 

eats too much wheat germ and too much saccha

rine in his coffee and nothing else. Anyway the ice 

cubes were definitely not, as he intimated, put there 

for him to step upon, on purpose. The locker room 

gang may play jokes J jke that on ourselves, but never 

on outsiders. Why, fieguently ice cubes get slither

ing around the locker room by accident, and twice 

on leaving the showers to get back to the bourbon 

in good old Alcove C I have stepped on them myself, 

barefoot . An d  in this connection, let me tell you,just 

for the laugh, the good J jne Old Ned got off the last 

time I did so. He said, I t  isn't everybody who is able 

to slide on ice in summer. Honestly, gentlemen, you 

cannot beat Old Ned. He is a jewel, and all the gang 

would be glad to die for him.You never did a wiser 

thing than move him from the bar, where his tal

ents were wasted serving the quarrelsome stuffed 

shirts who seem to congregate in that place. 

An)'\.yay, this letter is not intended only to explain 

that you mustn 't mind anything that Mosser says 

about what he calls "conditions" in the locker room. 

This epistle also comes from the whole gang to con-

vey to you gentlemen our 

congra t u l a t i o n s .  T h e  

Happy Knoll  locker room 

is, in my opinjon, the finest 

locker room I have ever 

seen anywhere -and I 've 

seen p l en ty i n  my day, 

begi n n i ng at Pr inceton 

where I used to do the 

roo-yard dash (I 've put on 

weight s ince then ) .  There 

is, in my opinion,  a real 

philosophy behind locker 

rooms, and you gentlemen 

h ave had  t h e  v i s ion  to  

catch i t .  There aren't many places left in th i s  tough 

world where a gang can get together with a l i ttle 

Turkish toweling around its middle and relax and 

indulge in a good old gabfest .Well, we've got it here 

at Happy Knoll ,  and those two old princes, Ned and 

Tim, give just the right  atmosphere. Get out of a 

hot shower and N ed always has the bourbon ready 

and it 's l ike college days again.  I 'm fifty years you ng 

now every time I play a round of golf. Gentlemen , 

don 't change anything in  the locker room, and with 

my congratulations I want to oft-er you an invi ta

tion. Come down and join us sometime aroun d  

fivish, sixish o r  even sevenish, and we' l l  show you 

what a good time really is. I t 's about time we had 

a testimonial party for the Board of Governors. 

Very respectful ly yours, 

Bell Cnrrof I J  
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Massachusetts Amateur Championship 

T h e  oide't , m d  J 1 l0,t wner, lted eve n t  conducted by the M C A ,  the 
,tate am,Heur ,1Ilnu.lliy cro\\'1l\ the be't , 1m.l teur pLlyt'r 1 1 1  thl' ,ute, 
U nique In Ih .1ppe.li .lnd fOrlll. 1t .  thl' ewllt  ci1.1lienge, competI

tors \\,lth grueling round, of ,troke ,1Ild I l l ,Hch pl .l)' o\'er the 
cour,e of'cwr.1i d.lY', Arthur C, Lockwood 11',1' the in, l L IS'lJr.li ch.1l l l 

pion I n  1 \103 .1n d  n oll' ,h .1 IT'> h i '>  n ,l I I I  l' o n  thl' Ch, l I 1 1 p l l ln,h l p  
trophy ,,'nh ,>uch goif kgend, .1 ,  Fr. 1I1 cl' OU llllct .Jl'''C ( ;uiltt Hd, 
Frederick W right  Jnd cd 13 1 ,>h op , 

Y EAR 
1 \103 

1 \10-1 

1 \)05 

1 \)06 

1 \)°7 

I \)O� 

1 \)0\1 

1 \1 1 0  

1 \) 1 1 

1 � 1 2  

1 9 1 3 

1 \11-1 
1 \) 1 5  

1 \) 1 6  

1\)17 

- IX 

C I IA� I P I ON 

A n h ur C, Lock\\'ood 

A nd rc\\ C.lrnq�ll' I I  
An h ur C ,  Lock\\ ood 

A rt h ur C. Lock\\'ood 

John C. A n da'on 

T. I � ,  ru \ ler 
Percl\,.ll C ilben 

H , W, [Uckkn 

John C, A nder,on 

H e 1 l 1 1 e  Schnl ldt 

Fr, 1 I 1cl' I }  OUl l l 1 C't 
Fr,1 I 1c l'  I }  O U l I l 1ct 

Frc lnc" I }  O U I I l lCt  

Jc'''c P Cuilford 
0[ held 

h,1I 1C" I }  OUlmct 

A New Hampshire 

native, Jesse 

Guilford was known 

as "The Siege Gun" 

for his prodigious 

drives (up to 280 

yards in the hickory

shaft era), but he was 

just as skil led in the 

short game. He won 

three state amateurs, 

two state opens and 

the 1921 U.S. Amateur 

in a career that 

spanned six decades. 

A I I I I I AT I ON 

A \ I,wn 

E"ex 

A\ I,wn 

A I I,ton 

WoodL1 I 1 d  

S i ll; 

M YOp l .l 

E"cx 

Thc Cou n try C l u b  

L3r,le L3urn 

Woodlcl n d  

Common\\ c',llth Wo\ l ,l\ton 

L3 r.le L3u rn O,l k ley 

L3r.le L3urn 

L3r,lc L3u rn  

WOl"Cc'ter 

Wood L1 I 1  d 

Wood L1 I 1  d 

Wood Ll1 1  d 

Wood L 1 I 1  d 

Wood L1 I 1 d 

L3l".le L3urn 

E"ex 

L3rcle L3 u r n 

WolLl,ton 

L 3r.le L3urn 

Wood L1 I 1  d 

WolLl\ton 

2 0 0 ,\ ( ( ) 1\.1 11-1 ( )  " \ \ I :\ I I I I  ( )  I (. ( )  I I I H "  

I V2 2  

1 \123 

1 \)2� 

1 \)25 

I V2( )  

1 \12 7 

I Y2 ;-';  

1 \12\1 

1 \130 

1 \133  

I \l H  

1 \135  

1 \1)(' 

1 \13 7 
1 \l3 X 

1 \13 \1 

1 \1-10 

1 \1-1 1 

1 \1-12 

- -I) 
1 \1 -1(' 

1 \1 -17 
I \I-I X 

F rcderlck J .  W rl ght , J r. A lbemarl e 

Je",� P G u i l ford 

Fr,1 I1C1'  I ), OUimet  

K .1 r1 E. Mm,cr 

Jes,e P G u i l fl l 1'l1 
Fran c" I ), OUimet  

Woodland 

WoodlJnd 

1 3 rJc L3u rn  

13rJc H u rn  

Woo dland 

Frederic k J Wrlgh t , J r. Alben1Jrlc 

Ed\\ Jrd E. Lo\\'CI") or/() I k 

rrederlck J. Wrlght, J r. A l bcmarle 

Frederick J .  W rl ght, J r. Al bcmarl e 

Frederick J. W rl gh t , J r. Al bemarle 

Frcderlck J. W rl gh t , J r. Albem.ule 

E d\\'ard P K l rl)u,lC W.l lpole 

T h c  'ou l l try Club 

Worcester 

Kern\\,ood 

L3rae B ur n  

Woodlal ld 

The Coun try Cl ub 

L3 rae L3 u rn  

Charie'> 1 � I \'t'r 

E" ex 

Jo,cph P L ynch 

W ilham 0, 1 3L 1 I 1 ey 

Ed\\',ud , St 1 1 1 1p,On 

CLlrk Hodckr 

Albcnl .1r1e 

L3r,le L3u rn  

L3rac L3urn 

F -r,l I I I  I ngh.1 1 1 1  

Bel1 1 10nt c,pnngs 

5.1le111 

W 11lche'>ter 

Kern\\ood 

Worce,>ter 

The Cou ntry Club 

L3r,le L3 u r l1 

C h arles R. I\'er 

W 1 1lche,ter l ),n'ld W h l tC'llk 

Frcderlck J .  Wrlghr. Jr.  

Tcd Adam, 

Ted L3 I,hop 

Lco J .  M . lrt 1 l 1  

Not h e l d  

Tcd L31,h op 

John Chc\\ 

Ed\\'ard M ,lrt l l l  

e\\' L3edford 

Tr,l pclo E " ex 

South Shore 

Woodland 

Tr'lpe\o 

Tede,co 
Sale111 

Longme.1do\\, 

or/o l k  

L3ear H i l l  

W 1 I 1 c h c,tcr 

Charle, R.lvcr 

C01111110nwealth 

Worce,ter 

Framingham's Bill Mallon 

was a two-time winner of 

both the Massachusetts 

Amateur and the New 

England Amateur in the 

early 1970s. After mod

erate success as a tour

ing professional , Mallon 

returned home to win 

three consecutive New 

England Opens in 1976-

1978, then gave up com

petitive golf to become a 

physician specializing in 

sports medicine. 
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1 <)50 

1 <)5 1 

1 <) ) 2  

1 <)53 

1 <)5+ 

1 <) 5 5  

1 <)50 

1 957 

1 958 

1 <)5<) 

1 <)00 

1 <)0 1 

1 902 

1 90 3  

1 <)0+ 

1 <)05 

1 960 

1 907 

1 908 

1 <)0<) 

1 970 

1 97 1  

1 972 

1 97 3  

1 97+ 

1 975 

1 970 

1 977 

1 <)78 

I � obt:rt W. K n owle" j r. Thc C' ntry C l u b  The Country Cl ub 1 '.17'.1 Ed Polchlopck H a l l 1pdl' 1 l  Ve\pl'r 

I � i c hard D. C hapman Oy'ter H a rbor, Br,le B u rn  I 'JSO j 1 1 1 1 Mcl  )erl l 1ott  F,l l l  1{. lver Salel l 1  

Edward M artin W l llC hc,tcr Ve'per I 'JS I Stcwn T,hho Tho rny L ea TJconlc 

Tom Mah,l n , j r. U n i ted Shoc Wil lche'tcr I 'JS 2 jame, 1-I . 1 1 1ct 1 3,1" 1l.. lvcr Tcde\co 

Ernie  Doherty Sh, lkcr Clen S,l iem I 'JS3 jame, 1-I . 1 1 1ct  1 3,1" 1l..IVl'r Wood 1 , 1 1 1  d 

I �upert D,l I l ieis BL'ar H i ll  1 ) I tt,fidd I 'JK+ j 1 1 1 1  M e l  )cr l l 1ott Fal l  1l.. lver P l ttltield 
E d  Connel l  Thorl 1\' L L'.1 lyoPIJ I 'JX5 Ste\'en Tl,ho Thorny L e,l Myopia 

C harles Volpone Ould N l'\\ bury Belmont I 'JS(' Fran Q U l l 1 n , j r. PleJla n t  V,l l ley W l n c hc,tcr 

David S u l l ivan Ch,lrk, 1� I\'Cr L onglne�lJO\\' I 'JS 7 l<e\, 1 1 1  john,on I- I al t  t:1X The Country C l u b  

W i l l i a m  G. H ardi n g  I kdh,l l l 1  1< I t tan,ett I �XN l<e\, 1 1 1  johmon H ,l l t f,lX Thorny L ea 

john To,c a , j r. - I horny L e,l T,l(onlc  I �H� j i m  M c l )ermott Fal l  1l.. 1\'cr Worcc,tcr 

P,lt Granese U n ltcd Shoe Tedesco 1 '.1'.10 Ray W rtght Fr'1 1 1 1 J n gh'1 1 l 1  I< I t taml'tt 

Ted Bishop Pine Brook Oak H i l l  1 '.1'.1 1  john Sabmone Fr.] 1 1 1 1 I 1 ghJl l l  B rae B u rn  

j o e  C a r r  W,lch u,ett S,lkm 1 <)'.12 Trevor Cltwlkl  T.lConlc L ongn le�ldo\v 

Bruce Dobie I-I i l lcrclt Velper 1 '.1'.1 3 Flynt L i l lcoin L o ngI 1 1 t'Jdo\\' E"ex 

W i l l i a m  Foley Wolla'ton Worcester 1 <)'.1+ I )ougb, Pn:" ton O,lk H I l i  Ch arlel 1l.. lwr 

Ted Carangelo Tcdc,co Woodland 1 '.1'.15 Ed Fktcher B,lY POinte Concord 

Warren T ibbett' Vc'pcr Ch arles 1l..lvcr 1 '.1'.10 j ,l I 1 1 e' ] )mcoll Charlel 1 {. l ver Myopta 

Barrie Bruce Colon tal The Coun try Club 1 '.1'.17 J i m  Sal tnctt t  Stockbrtdge We\ton 

M i ke Ohanian Oakky Na,ha\\'tuc I <)'JK jamel ] )mcoll Clurlel R I\'er Belmont  

Peter Drooker Pi l le  Brook Brae B u rn  1 '.1'.1'.1 j i m  Salinettt  �tockbrtdge I< I ttan'ett 

john Tosca , j r. Thorny Lea E"ex 2000 J i m  SJI I I 1 c m  Stockbri dge Worcester 

Tracy M e h r  A m h erlt T,lconic 200 1 Brend,1I1 H ester Pleasant Valley The Orch,lrds 

Gary B u rn ett L o ngnleado\\' L ongmeadow 2002 W l n c he,ter 

B i l l  M a l lon Fr,lm l ngham Bel m on t  

B i l l  M al lon Fr'1 1 1 1 1 ngh J 1 1 1  Plea,ant V,l lky Centennial Champion ship Site : 
Thorny L eel Winchester Bruce Dougla>s 

The Country C lub, July 
Bruce Dougbs, Thorny L ea The Country Club 

I 4- I 8 ,  2003 

Gelry B ur nett L ongme,ldo\\, Weston 

] )a\'e Br i l l iant  Bel m o n t  I<lttJmett 

Waiting to tee off in the 1988 Massachusetts Amateur at Thorny 

Lea Golf Club are (left to right) Kevin Johnson of the Country Club 

of Halifax, Jim McDermott of the Fall River Country Club and Steve 

Tasho of Thorny Lea. Among them the three players would capture 

a total of seven state amateur championships in the 1980s. 

In 1995, at the age of 17, Brookline High 

School graduate James Driscoll won the 

Western Junior and reached the final of 

the U.S. Junior Amateur. Subsequently, 

before turning professional, he won two 

Massachusetts Amateurs, in 1996 and 

1998, and reached the final of the U.S. 

Amateur in 2000. 
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Massachusetts Open Champ ionship 

Thi, event i s  the ollly onl' ot i t, kind on the MeA champiomhip 

slate. wl'lcoming both amateur .1 I ld profe"ion,11 gol fer' W C O I 1 1 -
pete Jgaimt each othcr. l n.ll Igur,ltl'd I I I  1 1)05 by I )onald I�o,,' vic-

tory atVe,pcr Country Club. tht' ,Utl' open ha, providcd ,ome ot 
tht' most ddining momcnt, in M ,N . .1C i 1u'ett, golthi,wry. Notablt' 
champions of past yeJr, include Walter H ,1gcn, Franci, Oui mt't, 
Gene Sarazen. Byron Nel';Qn and l30b To,k i. 

Y Ci\n C I IAM I'ION 

1 \)0) I )onald J. Ro\\ 

I Yoo Alex I"l..oss 

1 ')07 Alex I "l..oss 

I \)O� Alex I �oss 

I \)°Y Alex Ro" 

1 \) 1 0  Alex Il..oss 

1 9 1 1 I )onald J. I"l..o<s 

1 9 1 2  Alex Ross 

1 ') 1 3 Tom M e  .:In) �lr�l 

1 \) 1  .. M ike i:lrady 

1 \) 1 5  WJlter Hagcn 

I Y I O  M i ke i:lrady 

1 \) 1 7  Not held 

- I S 

I \) I \) je"e P C u i l ford 

1 \)20 Ceorge L. i:lo\Vdcn 

1 92 1  Louis  Tel l i er 

Brae Burn professional 

Alex Ross, brother of 

Donald Ross, dominated 

the Massachusetts Open 

during its first decade, 

winning six times. In his 

crowning achievement in 

the 1907 U.S. Open at 

the Philadelphia Cricket 

Club, Ross shot four 

rounds in the 70s to 

defeat Woodland Golf 

Club's Gil Nicholls for 

the national championship 

by two strokes. 

A I'I-I L l A riON 

Oakley 

i :l rae L l u J"n  

Llr,H:' i:lu rn 

L lrae i:lurn 

BrJe i:lurn 

i:lrJe i :lurn 

Essex 

L l rae 1 3urn 

L l oston 

Wolbston 

I"l..oche'tcr 

OJkley 

Wood L1 I 1  d 

COl1 1 l 1 1onweJlth 

Llrac L l u rn  

Sl l lo  

Vesper 

Wolbston 

L l rae 13urn 

The Country Club 

Woodland 

E"ex 

The Coun try Club 

Chkley 

Llr,lc L l u rn  

Llelmont Spri ng 

Thc Coun try Club 

L lrJc L l u rn  

WOITC\tcr 

Com l 1 1onwcJ l th 

E,,,:, X 
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1 �2 2  

1 � 23 

1 �2" 

1 �2S 

1 �2( '  

1 �27 
1 �2 S 

1 �2� 

1 �30 

1 � 3 1  

I Y P 

1 �3 3  

1 \)3 + 
1 �3 5  

I �.J3() 
1 \)37 
I Y 3 S  

I V3� 

I Y"O 
1 \) .. 1 
I Y"2 
1 �" 3 

-.. ) 

1 \) .. (' 

1 \)+7 

I �  .. K 

Gcorgl' i<crr lgJI l  

M lkc L l rady 

Wlii le Ogg 

Tom L11 1y 

I )onald Vi nton 

joh nny 1-.1 rr<:' I I 

Leo 1 ) legcl 

jeN' P. C u l i ford 

joe Turne',l 

W itTy Cox 

Fr,lnel\ OUimet  

Ted Turner 

Il..o), 13ron,don 

Cene S,lr,lZen 

H,lrold MeSp,lden 

Harold M cSpadcn 

H,lrold M cSp,lden 

Llyron N cl'on 

Horton Snl l th  

Harold IV Ic�p.1den 

13cn L o\'] ng 

N o t  held 

EI I \\\ orth Vi lle, 

Gene KlInt'\ 

jerry C I,1 I 1fer.l I 1 te 

W h i te L leeches pri ngfie ld 

I )etroH Tedesco 

Worec,ter J< e rn wood 

�an A n to n i o  C h Jrles I � iver 

Plymouth Worcester 

Quaker 1l.. ldge Sandy Burr  

Ncw York Wol la,ton 

Woodland Vesper 

New York Brae 13urn 

Nc\V York Worce)ter 

WoodLlI ld Oy;ter H arbors 

N orth Adam) Belmont Spring 

Oyster H arbors Oy'ter Harbors 

E .  L l rookfield 

W l n che'tcr 

W i n c h ester 

W l I lC h ester 

l� e,ldl l lg 

C h I Copee 

W l I lehc,t(T 

L ongmcadow 

C:h lClg0 
Englewood 

L ongn l t'.:ldo\\' 

Oak H l i l  

Oak H i l l  

Oy'ter H arbors 

Oyster H arbors 

Worcester 

Oy'ter H arbors 

Oy)ter Harbors 

Oy'ter H a rbors 

Longmeadow 

L lelmollt  

Oak H li l  

The 1958 state open 

champion, Bob Toski of 

Haydenville, won six 

professional tourna

ments over a 12-month 

period in 1953- 54, 

including the $50,000 

World Championship at 

Tam O'Shanter in 

Chicago, before 

embarking on a long 

and distinguished 

career as a golf 

instructor. 



1 949 Edward B urke 

J 950 John Thoren 

1 9 5 1  J u l i us Boros 

1 95 2  Everett tLiart 

1 95 3  J i m  Browning 

1 95 4  Don Hoenig  

1 9 5 5  J o h n  Thoren 

1 956 Ed Ol iver 

1 95 7  B o b  C rowley 

1 95 8  Bob Toski  

1 95 9  George K i nsman 

1 960 Bil l  Ezin i c k i  

1 9 6 1  Don Hoenig 

1 962 Bob C rowley 

1 963 B i l l  Flynn 

1 964 Bil l  Ezinicki  

1 965 J inl Bro\vning 

1 966 Bob Crowley 

1 967 Paul Harney 

1 96 8  P a u l  H arney 

1 969 Pau l  Harney 

1 970 Pau l  H arney 

1 97 J C harles Volpone 

J 972 C harles Volpone 

1 973 Bob C rowley 

J 974 Dick H anscom 

1 975 Dick H anscom 

1 976 Pau l  Bark h ouse 

1 977 Paul H a rn ey 

Dana Quigley's regional 

record, the best of any 

New England professional 

in the 1980s and 1990s, 

included three consecutive 

Massachusetts Open titles. 

MGA president Harry B. 

McCracken gave Quigley 

the winner's check at the 

1984 state open at 

Wollaston Golf Club. 

New HJven Wac h u \t'tt 

M yopia South Shore 

M id Pines  alem 

Nantucket Charle\ I� iver 

Weston Worcester 

Wach usett Wach usett 

Myopia ooname" et 

Norfolk Coonamesset 

P ine Brook oonamesset 

Northampton Hyann isport 

U nicorn H y.ln l 1 l'pOrr 

H il lview Pittsfield 

Pleasant Val ley Tedesco 

Pine Brook Bclmont 

T homson Kernwood 

New Seabury Pleasant Valley 

Weston Winchester 

Pine Brook Weston 

Pleasant Val ley New Seabury 

Pleasant Val l ey 1 nternational 

Pleasant Valley Spring Val ley 

Pleasant Val ley Salem 

ashawtuc Vesper 

Nashawtuc Tedesco 

Pine Brook Kernwood 

C harles I � iver Woodland 

C harles R iver Ch arles I� iver 

Fern croft Worcester 

Pleasant Val ley New Seabury 

H)78 C urt  Madson UnattJched Spnng Val ley 

1 979 Jay I )obn H i l lcrest Brae B ur n  

1 98 0  Pau l  M oran M o u nt Snow Essex 

19K I Bob Menne Nashawtuc Nashawtuc 

J 9t\ 2  l )anJ Qu igley Crestwood Longmeadow 

1 9K3 I )Jn .1 Qu igley Cre>twood C harles I � iver 

1 98-+ 1 ) , 1 1 1.1 QU igley Crestwood Wol laston 

I yX) .!- l I 1 1 C \  HJllet  Bass l1... iver Wel lesley 

I YS() Ke\' 1 1 1 Joh ll\On Hal ifax New Seabury 

1 987 Steve Ju rgL'n ... o l l  Woodland Weston 

l yKK JdT L cwis Cummaquid Spr ing Val ley 

1 989 Andy M or\\' Blue H i ll Oak H il l  

1 990 Fran Q U 1 l 1 l 1 , J r. Pleasant Val ley Vesper 

1 9y 1  J o h n  El l iot Mount  Snow Salem 

I Y92 Andy Morse Blue H i l l  Taconic 

1 993 Pat Bates Bass I�ocb Tedesco 

1 9Y4 Peter MorgJn I � i ver H i l ls Woodland 

1 (9 )  Geoffi-ey Sisk M a rshfield Wol laston 

I yy6 Jeff Leonard H unters G reen Winchester 

1 997 Geoffrey Sisk Marshfield Crumpin-Fox 

1 998 Rodney Bu tcher Potowomut Oak H il l  

1 99Y Kevin Q U i n n  Charles R iver Wel lesley 

2000 James Gi lleon Black Bear Pi ttsfield 

200 1 l� lCh  Parker Fore-U D R  M o u n t  Pleasant 

2002 Longm eadow 

Centennial Championship Site : 
Tedesco Country Club, June 1 4- 1 8 ,  2003 

Charlie Volpone, who at 19 

defeated the redoubtable 

Fred Wright to win the 

1956 Massachusetts 

Amateur, went on to win 

two consecutive state 

opens as a professional, in 

1971-72; he also won state 

open titles in Vermont, 

New Hampshire and Maine. 

Bob Crowley, longtime head professional at Pine Brook 

Country Club in Weston, won three Massachusetts Opens 

over a 16-year span, including the 1973 state open at 

Kernwood Country Club in Salem, where he is pictured. 

The winningest club professional in New England in the 

post-World War I I  era, Crowley also captured the Maine, 

Vermont and New Hampshire state opens. 
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Massachusetts Junior Amateur Championship 

C el ebra t i n g  the fLl t ure o f  the , 1 I 1uteur gall ll'. th l '  e\'Cnt crO\\ 'n, t h e  
best j u n ior player, i n  the ,ute. I n  1 \)01 , t h e  event expanded to honor 
the best j u nior  and j u n i or-j u n ior  pbyer J n d  , ince th, j [  t i l l le hJ' 

further grown to recognize t h ree ,1ge group' ( J u n i or, I )re-J u n i or 
&. Goys divis iom) w i t h i n  th is  category. M J ny forl l l L 'r j u nior  , 1 I l lJ-
teur players h ave gone on to successfu l  ,1 I l uteur J n d  protc,sional  
careers i n  t h e  COl l l l l lon wc,1 l th  Jnd beyond.  

YEAR CHMI P ION A rl l L iATION S IT[ 
1 \) 1 '+  I�,lymond O U l m c t  I3rookl i ne H . S .  C ),lkky 

1 \) 1 5  Frcdcl'l c k  J W l' I ght , J r. \Xi.HcrtO\\ n H .S.  A lbc' n l ,uie 

1 \) 1 0  Fredl' l' Ick J .  W l' I gh t . J r. W,ltertQ\\'n H .S.  WoodLl I ld  

1 \) 1 7  N o t  held 

1 � I K  N .T. L ove l l  N ewton H .S. A l b c l l l ,lr ie 

I \) I \) Edward E. L owery N ewton H .5. Thc' Country C l u b  

1 020 Edward E .  Lown), N ewton H . S. OJkiey 

1 \)2 1 Edw,lrd 1-1 . L carn ard N ewton l 3 c1kvuc 

1 92 2  C l a rk H oddcr Commonwc, l l th  C O l l l l l l o n \,'c , l l th  

1 92 3  Jo,cph M .  l 3 , l tchclder \Xic n l u i l l  Wo lb,ton 

1 92.+ M ,1r,hal W. Forre,t Ve'per l 3c lmont Spl' lng 

1 02 5  R a l p h  M u nr o  U n i ted Shoe Tedc'co 

1 \)20  Jamc' Conroy Scarboro Woodbnd 

1 \)27 Joseph P Lynch Alben1 .1ric Plnc l 3 rook 

1 1)2�  Ch arie, S. E,lton W l n che'ter U n i corn 

1 \)29 W. H . l )o l l n c l l y, J r. WoodiJnd l 3 r,lc' l 3urn 

1 \) 30 W i l ti'cd Cro"iey N orfolk l 3c l l l l o n t  Spr l l l g  

Above: M G A  president Lionel MacDuff of Salem Country Club 

presented trophies at the conclusion of the 1973 .Junior Amateur 

at Cohasset Golf Club to champion .Joe Miller (right) of Longmeadow 

Country Club and Randy Mi llen of Pine Oaks Golf Club in South 

Easton. winner in the junior-junior division. Right: 1974 junior 

champion Marc Hetnik of Putterham Meadows Golf Club in Brookline. 
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1 � 3 J 
1 03 2  
1 \) 3 3  
I \)H 

1 \) 35  
1 \)30 
1 \)37  
1 03X  
I \)N 
1 \).+0 
1 \).+ 1 
1 \).+2 

- '+ 5 

1 \) .+0 
I \)-+7 
I \).+ K  

I \).+\) 
1 \)50 
1 \) 5 1  
1 05 2  
1 05 3  
1 \)5 -+ 
1 \)55 
1 \)5( 1  
1 \)57 
1 \)5S 

W. I I .  1 )"I l I l l' I I \ , J r. Wood b n d  S,md), B u r r  

I ( l ch,1I'l1 It uggk, )wnc), I3r,ll' Wol IJ�ton 

Ld\\ , 1 I'd I I .  I 'c'tclvln O J k ky I 3l u c  H i l l  

I ', l t l ' lck I l q.!;, lrI) I t lvcT"dc WoodlJn d  

CcrJ Id A I l cic'r'Ol l  Creen H i l l  C ha"et 

S u n ley 'I , lylor Oyster H a rbor, U n icorn 

John M c N i tT S,1km l 3 e l m o n t  

I tobcrt Adal l l'  South S h o re ::"l lem 

edward o . Tlbor, Jr.  Ve�per I 3 l u e  H i ll 

Ed Fr,1 I l ze l m  l3el levuc WolLmon 

JlIllC� l ), l Iu h), I 3 l u e  H i l l  l 3 ei m o n r  

Not h e l d  

I t obcrt Woodw,lrd l3e l levue Fu rnacl' I 3 rook 

John N l l" , J r. U n i ted S h oe Worcc�ter 

I � obert Z l rkcl W l n ch c,tcr W l ilChe,ter 

L co C racc Com i l l on weal t h  Woodl a n d  

W i l h .1m MCCl rthy F u rn ace l 3 rook Wol IJ�ton 

Joc TO'Cl , J r. Thorny L ea C h arles 1 � 1\'er 

I t ,l lph M i lk)' M eado\\ l 3 rook C o m m o n weal t h  

l�on l 1 l c  bn,on Wdbr.1lu l l l  U n l ted S h oe 

I � ,l lph I-Llddad W,llpole Common \\'ealth 

I t o n l 1 l c  Nbn,on Wilbrahal l l  Commonwealth 

J1Y I )oLl i l  H i I l crt" t Wac h u,en 

I t o Ll i l d  L ,l M ont,lgnc T horny Lea Wol l a�ton 

[ J u rtO))  PJgL' Colonia l  I 3 rook. l i n e  



1 95 9  r�obert K irouac Sharon Wac h u )ett I \)XX Steven 13erg�1nl (,\CJ I ) u xbury Plym ou th 
1 960 I {. obert O'Connor U n i eorn C h 3r1c� I {. iver I \)X \) Roben Prophctt  POCJ"ct I n dian 1 � l dt'e 
1 9 6 1  I{.obert Bareby Sal e m W inehe,ter 1 \)\)0 Mare Spencer H ,lVerhi l l  DedhJm 
1 962 Robert Bareby Sal em Brook l i n e  1 \)') 1 Eric  M c Phai l  S,1 I 1 dy Burr  H averh i l l  
1 963 W i l l i a m  Carrol l  Longmeadow Wach u sett  1 1)02 I�yan Pel!, P i l l e  Crove G reen H i l l  
1 964 j 3 m e, Catalano N eedham WeibleI' J iJ'J3 ),l l 1 1 e, I )mcoll Ch arle, 1� I\'Cr Kernwood 
1 965 R i c h a rd B liss We,tboro Dedham 1 \)\)4 jU\t l l l  Pl�ter.::, Pem broke T h e  OrchJrd, 
1 966 Dennis Perrone Berb h l lT H i l l, Glen El len 1 ')\)) jame' \ )onnel ly, I V l3c\'erly C U l 1 1 m aq u l d  
1 967 Doug johmon Nonon Fra m i ngham 1 ,),)(' Nathanll;,1  Hoope, K IttJmett 13.1" I�ocb 
1 968 A n h u r  E .  B urke, I I I  Greenticld Pu t terh am 1 '.)')7 Ned Yetten I n dun R.idge Walpole 
1 969 A n h u r  E. Burke, I I I  Green fie ld Con cord l S/yH M ichael Carbone I )('n n l '  PI I l(,\ Oakley 
1 970 Roben R e n i  Fra m i n gham Oakley I \) \) \) Brent Wa nner I )cnnl'  Pines Wood, H o l e  
1 97 1  R i c k  K a rbowski Pleasa n t  Va l l ey C h e,tnut H i l l  2000 l3en Spitz I�ockland Dcdham 

1 972 R i c k  K arbowski PIcJ,ant Va l l ey T h e  Coun try Club 2001  Steven A l m i n J, E l m cre\t Qualhnet Va l l cy 

1 97 3  j o e  M i l ler Longl 1 1 cadow GC Cohas'et 2002 N ew l 3edford 
1 97 .. M are H etnik Pu tterh ,l m  Wel le, l ey 
1 975 Pa u l  L i tt lej o h n  B ra l l l tree D u xbury Centennial Championship Site : 
1 976 Greg Orl i k  H i c kory 1 � l dge H atherly D uxbury Yacht Club, August 4- 6, 2003 
1 977 joseph Lynch ew Seabury T horny L ea 

1 978 Steve M i nel l i  Plymouth Fral l l l l lgh a m  

1 979 Ken W h a l ley Colon i31 H ickory 1{. l dge 

1 98 0  Terry O ' H ara Plea,ant Va l ley Oak ley 

1 9 8 1  M i chael Stone A l l enda l e Wol l aston 

1 9 82 Wa lter L es L u dlow Weston 

1 98 3  A n i e  W i lson Sharon Dedham 

1 9 8  .. Kevi n johnson H a l ifax Cohas,et 

1 985 M i ke Z m etrovitch Haverh i l l  Kernwood 

1 986 Pa u l  Bastien I )enni,  P i n e, Hatherl y  Duxbury Yacht Club, host o f  the Massachusetts .Junior Amateur 

1 98 7  Craig M azzi n i  Plymouth P u tterh al l l  in the MGA's centennial year of 2003. 



Massachusetts Senior Amateur Championship 

H o n o r i n g  thc bc�t ,cn lOr gol fl'r i n  thc  ,t. 1[c, t h is evel l [  i ,  opcn to 
.111 <1nlJteur p L1ycr� who J rc ))  ye,lr, of . 1gc or older. A COI 1 1pct I-

t i ve IlJn dic1p i n dcx i,  c,[Jbl i�hed e. 1ch yc. lr  . 1,  COI1 1pc[I [or, V I C  t()r  
this  speciJ I  [Hie over J tWO-d.1Y period,  A, of 200 1 , j o h n  N IC\ ,j  r. ,  
�[Qod , 1� t h e  on ly  i n d iv id u. 1 1  who held both J j u nior ( 1 <).�7) Jnd 
Senior ( 1 <)1) .. ) t i r ie ,  

Y EAR C l lAI\I P IO A I I l l IATI ( ) S ITL 
1 1)6 1 W I I h . 1 1 l l  0. l3l.lIlcy l 3r.l<' l 3urn l3rae l3urn 
1 \}(\2 l 3 ruce Coffin S.l le I l l  Clurlc, 1 l... I\'l' r 

H)n3 J o h n  C. Mneer Oak H i l i  O a k  H i l i  

1 1)6 .. J )J\'ld M c L clbnd, j r. T.l e o n lC S,l ie l l l  

1 <)6) MJX H otTi l lJn Plnc l3rook C harlc, R l wr 

1 \}66 T I I l l  1-lol l .l I l d  Wen h a l l l  P i l l e  l 3 rook 

1 \}(\7 T I I l l  H oll . l I ld \Ven h a n l  Worce,ter 

1 <)6� T i l n  H ol iJ l ld  We n 11.l III Ve<per 

1 <)6\} Tcd l 3 "hop Woodland Tede,co 

1 <)70 C hc,tcr T l3lrch E.I,t\\'ard H O i  O)'<ter H ,lrbor, 

e\\' Se,lbu r), 
1 <) 7 1  L ,ury Stcpen u c k  Andover K l t tan<ctt 

1 \}72 G e r ry A n dL'r'on W()rcl· .... tcr Wcl l e, ley 

1 97 3 L con l3l<hop Thor1 l\  I l"l N c\\' Sc.lbury 

1 \}7 .. FrJnk Cere i l l ontl' Me.ldlm 13roo� H .l\'erhIl I  

1 \}7) \V.lI.,-cn Tibbett, Vl" per I n  tern,won,11 

1 \}76 John Fn th,en 13" " R ock, EJ,t\\'.ud 1-101  

1 \}77 john F n th,en l 3,I\' I l... ocb I 'l t t,tield 

1 \17 8  l 3 I 1 1  A n t hony Oy,tl'1' I 1 . 1 rhor, OyltL'r 1- i . I rhor, 

2 7 2 A ( O M M O N W L A L l l l  0 1  C; O L F r H S  

1 <)7<) Ed l 3. l I"-y C h .lrle, 11.,Jver New I:kdford 

I <)XO Fr.lIl H a n n awa), �aleIll  WlanI lO C l u b  

I <)X I Ed l 3.lrr), C h arle, 1 l... lver I-I ya I l I l  "pon 

I � S 2  Frank �endro\V,kl MHlboro 1-i 1 ckory 1 l... ldge 

I <)X3 To ny CIOClolo Worce<ter C U I l l I l l , lqu id  

I I)X .. john F nth�en 1 3"" R oc k, Ea,[ward H O i  

I I)X) Fordle Pltt< , j r. Wol I, l\ton Welbley 

I I)X() I ) Ick CrOlby Mcadow l 3 rook Wood, Hole 

I <)X7 john GJq�.I "ano, �,l leI l l  Oakley 

l l) :-I X  Mel Co\\'c P IY l l louth C :>Lcan Edge 
I <) XI) Fordle PItt" j r. Wol l alton I 'ol a,wl 

1 <)1)0 Ed Myer, OJk 1l... l dge C r u I l l p l l1 - Fox 

1 <)1) 1 S k i p  I ) u p rcy C U I l l I l l a q U l d  H ath e rly 

1 <)1)2 Ccoq,c O ' l l... ourkc 1 3  ra I I I  tn:e Plmtield 

1 <)<)3 Paul Kelly Woodland Segregamctt 
I <)\}" Joh n N lI'-', J r. E"cx C :oha"ct 

1 <)1)) Art h u r  �ch\\'artz Stockbndge Stoc�bndge 
I <)I)() j l l l l  Holbrook I nchan R i dge Tede\co 
1 <)1)7 . 1 1 1 1 1  Hol broo� I n dun 1l... ldge Spnngtiel d 

I <)<)X Ed Fle-teher 1 3 ,IY POinte Ea'[\\'ard H O i  

1 1)<)<) I )on, I 1d Z,l rgorl'n N cw Seabury H a t h e rly 

2000 Ed Fktl her Qu,IIhet Val ley H averh i l l  

2001  Ed rictl h l'1' Qua,hct Valley E<,<,x 

2002 Woodland 

Centennial Champion s hip Site : 
Brae Burn Country Cl ub. September 2 2-23 , 2 003 

Far left: When two-time state 

senior amateur champion Ed 

Fletcher won the Massa

chusetts State Amateur in 

1995, two months shy of his 

54th birthday, he became the 

oldest state amateur champion 

in the long history of the 

event, replacing Ted Bishop, 

who won in 1961 at the age of 

48. Left: 1985 state senior 

amateur champion Fordie Pitts, 

Jr., also gained victories in the 

Massachusetts Father and Son, 

the Massachusetts Father and 

Daughter and the Massa

chusetts Senior Four-Ba". 



Other MGA Championships 

M assach us etts Father and Son Championship 

T h e  best father a n d  s o n  pairs i n  t h e  state compete ann ual ly at this 
popula r MGA eve n t . Th e  Father and Son C hampiomhip pi t� the 
w i n ners of the Father and Son G ro�s Cha l 1 1pion�hip from each 

MGA member club ,1ga i mt each other i n  a l 1  I tI-holc tou r�omes 

stroke play format .  

YEAR CHAMPIO A I I I I I AT« ) ITE 

1 977 Addl�on and Flynt L i ncoln L o ngnlC�1C..lO\\' E" ex 

1 978 Add"on and Flym L i ncoln L ongme,ldo\\' Worcc'ter 

1 979 Tcrry O ' H ara ,md Terry, j r. Pb1,am V.1l ley Co lu"l,t 
1 9 80 Domld , 1 1 ld Pe'ter jepsen 1�lvcr' lde 1 3c l mon t 

1 98 1  H e nry a n d  j o h n  T h om p'on Concord We lbley 

1 9 8 2  I )oluld and Peter jepson 1� lver" dc Mar,h tield 

1 983 13ud J n d  Ken Hol l ing,worth 1 3a" 1� lwr Kernll'ood 

1 9 ' .. Fordle' PittS Jnd Fordle', j r. SCi tu,He Es,,;,x 

19 '5 joe a n d  Craig M az zi l 1 1  1 ) lymouth I ) uxbury 

1 986 Fordle Pms and Fordie, j r. SCituate PI tt,fie id  

1 987 joseph and jason Cook 13rockton Coha)<e't 

1 988 Fordlc Pi ttS a n d  Ford1< :, j r. SCituate Marsh tield 

1 989 joseph and jason Cook 13rockton Foxborough 

1 990 Fordie P i t ts and Fordie,jr. SCltU,HC POC1"\ct 

1 99 1  Tom a n d  T i m  M a rt i n  WoodLmd C o h ,1\sct 

1 992 Don and I\.on L averdiere H i ckory 1� l dge Thom,on 

1 99 3  Ted and j a c k  Kenerson Brae 1 3 u rn  orton 

1 99 .. G eorge a n d  john D ixon Vcspcr 1 3rae Burn 

1 995 joseph a n d  jason Cook 1 3 rockton Foxborough 

1 996 jamcs and jason R. uschlOni Oak H d l  T horny Lea 

1 997 Dick a n d j 1 l 1 1  Sai lnett l  Stockbndgc L u dloll' 

1 998 joseph ,md jason Cook 1 3 rockton 1 )cdham 

1 999 D ick ,md j l l 1 1  Sa i lnett l  tockbndgc 1 3 luc  H d l  

2000 Dick and j l l 1 1  Sai l n ett l  Stockbmlge Coha<sct 

200 1 M ichael and A n d rew Oleksak Cre'tv le\\' FJ I I  R,II'e'r 

2002 Sass I�ocb 

C en tennial Championship Site:  S tockbridge Country 
Club, Stockbridge Golf C l ub, August 2 5 , 2 003 

M assach usetts Father a n d  Daughter 

C h ampions h i p  

Open to any father and daughter team who arc both members at 

an M G A  member c l ub, (The WGAM hosts the cou nterpart event 

every year- th e  M other and Daughter C hJmpiomhip,) Format 

consists of one round of I S-hole stroke play: J father " permI tted 

to play one rou n d  w i th one daughter in the chJmpiomhip, 

YEAR CHAMPION ArFI L i/ll 10N ITE 

1 9 8 1  Fordlc a n d  M a ry L o u  Pit tS SC l tuatc Welle,ley 

1 9 8 2  To m Jnd K a t hy R_ourkc Fcrncroti: M ,lr,h field 

1 983 A J  a n d  R_ob 1 J 1  A u ger 1 3CI'c riY Concord 

I <) X  .. Mel , l 1 1d  Beth O ' Kelly M,mh til'kl Beverly 

I <)HS Mel ,md 13eth O ' Kelly M ,lr,h ticld I )edh a m  

I <)�(, Mel  and Beth O ' Kell)' IVLmh tield Pembroke 

I <)X7 Fordle , 1 I 1d M a ry L ou Pi t tS �cl tu ,ue Foxboro 

1 9HK Fordle , 1 I 1d K,1 1'cn Pi ttS �clt L 1 a tc I )edham 

I <)K<) Mel  and 1 3eth O ' Kelly M,mhtield H atherl), 

1 <)<)0 1 ),1I'Id DeCarol " Oak H d l  1 3 ay 1)0 1 11 te 

,md Amy Mil ler  

1 <)<) 1 Forlhe , 1 I 1d K,lren P i th �clt u,ue F rankl 1 l 1  

1 <)<)2 Not held 

1 <)� 3 Tom I�ourke Fer ncroti: 13,1» R ocb 

and K athy NJtaie 

1 <)<) .. Not held 

1 9�5 Paul and Merr), C h iamp,l L ongme,ldoll' CC Wahconah 

I <)<)() Fordle ,1I1d Kare n  PittS SCi tuate H a t h erly 

1 <)<)7 Forlhl' , 1 I 1d K a ren Pitt, SCltuatc M a rlboro 

I <)<)K Tom I�ourke Ferncroft Tatnu c k  

,1 nd K,uhy N,ltJle 

1 <)<)<) ( ; .11'), ,1 I 1 d  MeLlI 1 le Curt in I )n:"den t\ 13el levue 

2000 l3nan , 1 I 1 e1 L I Z  C.1 I 1efl' The R idge C l u b  W h i ti nsl'l i le 

200J DaVid 1 )cCaroll' Oak H i l i  H i ghland 

, 1 I 1d Amy M d kr 

2002 W dbraham 

Centennial Championship Site : 
Con cord Cowltry Club, August 2 1 ,  2003 

Mel and Beth O'Kelly, playing out of Marshfield 

Country Club, won four Father and Daughter 

titles in the 1980s. 
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Oyster Harbors Club in Ostervil le, host of the Massachusetts 

Four-Ball Championship in the MGA's centennial year of 2003. 

M assa ch us etts Four- Bal l  Championship 

I nject ing a teell l l  e le l l lent  I n to ,I l l  I l ld lVlduJl ized ,port , t h l '  cvc n t  

h O l lor, t h e  be,t two-per\on te.l l l l '  of .11 l l .Heur gol f;:r\ I I I  thc ,Ute. 
Since i t\ I l lCCp t i O I l  I I I  I '.Ix I , thc eWIlt  hJ\ celebrated \ome of t h c  
be,t a nl.lteur t e J m ,  I I I  t h e  rcgioll  .1 1 1d e mbrJced t h c  \ P l r l t  of 
teamwork . C Il .l l l lpiom ofthc pa,t h.1\'e bet' l l  brothcr\,  ti- Icn d, .md 
even fHh c r  emd �on p.l l r\ .  

Y U\ll C I IA\IPI ON, � I I  L 
l y K I  W.l l ter �h.HI\ a n d  W,l1TL'n Nel'lln Con cord 

I �X2  ).l I 1 1C\ H J l let .md R.1Ck Ed\\ .lrd\ H.l\'erh l l l  
I '.IS3 ).l111e\ H .l l 1et  ,md 1l.. lck Edll'ard\ I ndun 1l.. ldge 
I '.IS + 13urton P.lge Jnd M i ke O ' Kel'fe H ,1 I i t:1X 
I '.IS:i 13urton Page ,1 I l d  Ken WhJlley Fall R1\'er 
I '.IS() Jon FJ'lck Jnd ( ',lrter FJ'lck Woodi.lnd 
I '.I S  7 joe Keller ,md ( ' Iurle\ Volpone Ha\-erhl l l  
I '.I SS Stewn TJ\ho and 13ruce ChaJa, Stoll' Acre, 

I ')S ') A Ii,t.1lr Catto Jnd I )C,111 Godek HY,l I l l 1 1'port 

1 ')')0 Ed G u n der\on Jnd Ke\'ln Hefti'on The Orch,Hd, 
1 ') ') 1  jon FJ'IC k  and ( ',lrtn FJ'lck HY,lnn "port WIJnno 

1 ')'.12 P,ltrIck Grant , 1 1 1d jerry I )aly MJr\h tield I )u xbury 

1 ')')3 joe Kel ler and Ch,lrie, Volpone StOll' Acre\ 

1 ')')+ Steven TJ,ho Jnd 1 3ruce ChJl.!, Stoll' A cre\ 

1 ')')5 Cy K i l gore ,1 1 1d  1 3 1 1 1  jenh StOll' Acre\ 

1 ')')0 jJl11e, Jnd jJ\on Il.. ll\ch lonl  StO\\' Acre, 

1 ')')7 jon F,1\ICk and Carter F,l\ICk StOll' A cre, 

I ��K jon Fa,ICk and C,lrtn F,l\ICk Stow Acre' 

I ')')') AI i\t. 1 1r Catto , 1 I ld J )e,111 Godek F r,1 11 k 1 1 l 1 

2000 C h,HIe\ Tryder and joe M,lhL'r W,l lpole 

2001 jame\ Jnd j,l\On ll.. u\chIOnl  StOll' Acre' 

2002 The I ntcrn,mon,ll 

C entennial Championship Site : 
O yster H arbors Country Club, May 1 9-20, 2003 
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Massac husetts Publ ic  L i n ks C h ampionsh i p  

Crcatcd to honor t h c  'Pl r l t o f  p u b l i c  golf i l l  I ,) S 2 ,  t h i� event i s  l i m 

i tcd to compctltor, I I  ho ,l rL' bOI l , l  t i d e  p u b l i c  c o u r,e p layers w h o  

d o  l l o t  h o l d  mcmber , h l p  , I t  any cou r,c Ii-om w h i c h  t h c  general 

public 1\  excl udcd or , I t  .my PrlV,ltC club l l U1 1 l t, l lning It', own course. 

Tr,l d l t l o l l J l ly, thc COl l 1 l)L't l t l l l l l  t . lkL" pL1CC over ,1 two-day period 

.md pbyer, arc not l i m i ted by . 1  I l . l l l c l icap I l ldex rcq Ul re m e n t . 

YU\ll C l lA\l l' l { )N A l  I I l I A rl { )r.; S i l l  

I '.IS 2 I )on Il.. eycrott l )onkJpoJg L eo J .  MJrt ln  

H)K3 Il.. , l lph joh lN)n I L l l i tJX George Wnght 

I ')S+ H,lrw: Orwf COIOI 1 1 ,ll George Wnght 

I ')N5 H .1r\'L'\· ( )rtol COIOI1 1,ll George Wnght 

I ,)S() 1 ),l\ C C u rl ey Monoo\nock George Wright 

1 ,) � 7 Thol1 1 ,h Il..oonc\' I\mbpoag Ceorge Wrigh t 

I VXN 130b 1 3 radle\' J 'onbpoag Ccorge Wright 

I ')�'.I "tew ,>t Anl. lnd Olde '>,l le l 1 1  Ceorge Wrigh t  

1 ')'.10 Stcw '>t. Al 1 l , 1 1 1d Oleic �,1 1el 1 1  George Wnght 

1 '.1') 1 AI I,t,llr C,mo rhe OrCh.1rlh George Wnght 

I V�2 1 3 1 1 1  jenk\ J 'onbpo'lg George Wnght 

1 '.1')3 ,>te\'c '>L AI 1 1 , l I ld Olde SJlel 1 1  George Wright 

1 '.1'.1+ Ion F.1\lck Nell' Engbnd I 'oquo\' 1 31'Ook 

1 ')')5 J )a 11l 1.'1 1- 1 \  de Ne\\ ton ( '01 1 ) 1 1 1 .  M ,lpkg,lte 

I '.I'.I() Keith Alkock Nortol1 W,lCh u'l'tt 

I '.I'.I� Ke\" l l 1  M u rpll\ 1 3  r.ld()rd �h,lkcr I I I I I ,  

I '.I,)� EriC ML I 'Iuli  '>,l I ldl' 1 3urr Oldc 13,lrlNJble 
FJlrgroll l 1d  ... 

1 '.1'.1'.1 Ke\-ll1 J--J ,lIl lon Foxborough We\tO\'l'r 
2000 jo,h H I I l l 1 l , l l 1  Greenticld Fr,l I l k l l l l  PJrk 

200 1 EriC  M c PI1.1 l 1  '>,l I ldy 1 3urr C h l copcc 
2002 l'\\ Engb n d  

Centennial Championship Site : 
Crumpin- Fox Club, August 1 8- I 9 ,  2003 

Don Reycroft of Ponkapoag Golf Course in Canton captured the 

inaugural Massachusetts Public Links Championship in 1982. He Is 

seen here with Ray Bump, MGA president in 1986-87; Bump was 

the driving force behind the creation of the publlnx competition. 



M assach usetts M i d-Amateur Championsh ip 

P layers who are slightly past their  prime can fi n d  respite in thi� 
event which is open to a mateur goiters who arc 30 yeJr� of age 
or oldeLThe inaugural event held in I Y� "  at New Seabury marked 
the first t ime that goiters of common age could compete with
out going head to head with some of the younger coUegiate �tars. 
A competitive handicap i n dex is establi�hed each year to main
tJin the high level of competition among the field. 

YEAn CHAMPION A F F I  L1ATlON S ITE 
1 9 8  .. Peter Drookcr P i l l e  Brook New Sc.lbury 

1 985 jame� R.usc h i o l 1 l  O a k  H i l l  N ew Sc,lbury 

1 9 86 joseph Kel ler  Oy�ter H arbors Ncw SeJbury 

I Qu a�h n ct Val l ey 

1 9 8 7  joseph Kel ler Oy'>ter H arbor,> L'\\' Se.lbury 

IQu ,lsh n ct VaiJey 

1 988 Pau l  M ur phy C h arles R. iver Ncw Seabury 

IQu a,h n ct V,l l lcy 

1 989 R.obert Bradley Ponbpo 'lg N cw Seabury 

I Wi l lowbe nd 

1 990 jon Fa<ick New England N cw Seabury 

I W i l lowben d  

1 9 9 1  jamc'> I'l... uschioni  Oak H i l l  N ew Seabury 

ICapc Cod 

1 992 jo�eph Keller Oy'ter H a rbor, New Se.lbury 

I W i l l owbe nd 

1 99 3 D i c k  StJmer,> Oy<ter H a rbor, Ncw Seabury 

I W i l l owbcn d  

1 9Y4 Kevin Carey I )c n n i< PI I 1C'  N ew SeJbury 

ICapc Cod 

1 995 Kevl l 1  Carey I )e n n i� P i n c' N ew Sc.lbury 

IThe Fudgc Club 

1 996 R.obert Bradley Ponkapo'lg Stockbridge 

I Wya n tcn uck 

1 997 james R u s c h i o n i  Oak H i l l  D u xbury 

I M ar<h ti eld 

1 998 Steven Tasho T h orny L e a  oncord 

I Nashawtu c 
1 999 Frank Van a , j r. M Jrlborough L o n gmeadow 

2000 Frank Vana. j r. M arlborough Sterl i n g  

200 1 Frank Va n a , j r. M a rlborough Crestview 

2002 Walpole 

Centennial Championship Site:  
Myopi a  Hunt C lub, September 29-30,  2 003 

Right: Jim Ruschionl of Oak Hill Country Club In Fitchburg was 

one of the state's dominant amateur players in the 1990s, quali

fying for match play in the state amateur 10 times, twice finish

ing as runner-up. He won the Massachusetts Mid-Amateur in 1991 

and 1997 and also prevailed in the Father and Son and the Four

Ball championships with son Jason. 

M assach usetts Senior Four-Bal l  Champion hip 

The �econd youllge'>t M e A  chai l lpiomhip event , the Senior Four
Ball began in I YY7 and I'> open to two-person teams of amateur 
golfer'> who are 55  years of age or older. The senior field is lim 
i ted each yeJr .1 I ld  , )  com petitivc lundi cap in dex i s  est3blished i n  
order t o  create a cOl l l petiti \·l' . tcam environment on the course. 

Y EAR C HAJ'v\  PIONS S ITE 
1 997 Fordie Pms . J r. and Ed Fletcher Oak H i l l  

1 9Y5 Fordle Pltts . j r. and Ed Fletcher Oak H i l l  

I (.I\IY Peter G rogan and j i m  H olbrook H averh i l l  

2000 Fred Walker and Bob Co lTcy Berks h i re H ills 

200 1 jack M Jher Jnd Ed F letcher Stcrl i n g  

2002 C u m m a q u i d  

Centennial Championship Site : 
Worcester Country Club, August I I - I 2 ,  2003 

M assachusetts Net Team Championship 

The younge'>t M G A  cllJ lllpion<hip event on the <chedule. the 
Net Team made i ts debut at the turn of the 20th century at The 
Kittamett Club. Created for the mid-handicap goiter, this event 
is open to rwo-persoll tcams of amateur golfers who hold 
membership in the ,;amc M G A  club. 

Y EAH CHAMPI ON S ITE 

2000 Bruce Fcno and Kcn Syh'lJ K i ttanset t  

200 1 I{.ogt'r Prevey Jnd W i l lUJ11  Prclte Stockbndge 

2002 H ya n n isport 

Cen tennial  Championship Site:  
Weston Golf C lub, October 2, 2003 
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Massachusetts Women's Amateur Championship 

I( nown a s  the Association C h ampionship, thil competi tion i s  con
ducted by t h e  Wom e n 's Coif A<;\ociJtion of M assach u<;em. The 

c u r re n t  fo r m a t  fo r e n t r J n t<; 1 \  ,1 n I � - h o l e  s t ro k e  p l ay 

qual i fy ing rou n d ,  fol l owed by m,Hch pby in two Righ t<; of ] 2 .  

Y LAn C I IAl\ l PI ON 
1 \100 G race Keye, 
1 90 1  M argaret C u rtis  

1 902 Molly B. Adaml 

1 \103 F,l 1 l ny C .  O'good 

I \10+ Fanny C. Osgood 

1 \105 Pa u l i n e  Mackay 

1 906 Pau l i n e  M,lCkay 

1 907 M a rgaret urtis 

I \loX Mdrgaret C u rtil 

1 909 Molly B . Adalm 

Fanny C. O'good 

Fanny C. O'good 

M artlu L .  r�oope 

Fanny C. Osgood 

M3 rgaret C u rtis 

Vera r�amscy 

A I I I I I A I I ( )N 
Concord 

SITl 

Oakley 

Oakley T h e  C o u n t ry C l u b  

Wolla,ton Wol iJston 

The Country C l u b  Oakley 

The Count ry Club Wo lla'fon 

C hk l ey Brae B u rn  

Oakky Woodland 

The Coun try Club T h e  Count ry Club 

The Cou ntry Club Brae Burn 

Oakley 

The Country Club WolLmon 

The Count ry Club Oakley 

Brae Burn Wolla'ton 

The ou n try Club Oakley 

The Coun try Club Woodland 

Salem Brae Burn 

Vera R.amsey Salem The Cou ntry Club 

WoodL1nd K,nhenne H . Jackson Oakley 

Not held 

1 \1 1 9  Florence K. Daley Oakky Br.1<;' Burn 

1 \120 

1 9 2 1  

H)22 

H a rriot C u rt i '  

Glenna Collett  

I )orothy C. I I u I'd 

E"iex 

Mctacomet 

1 92 3  

1 \12+ 

1 \125 

1 \l2{) 

I<athenne E. Bclchn W l I l c h elter 

1<. Belcher '>wlle 

Edith N. 1 3aker 

Madel l l 1e  W. l x m a n  

1 \127 Edith . 13 , 1�c:r 
1 \l 2 K  Edith N .  B,l �er 
1 \12\1 Edith N .  B,lker 

1 \130 I )orothy R. lch,lrd, 

I Cl3 1 R. m,11 1 1 L 1nd Vahey 

1 \l J 2  Edith N. Baker 

1 \1 3 3  Mary ParkJmon 

1 \13+ l'l.. ol,l m u n d Va h ey 

1 \135 R . osamund Vahey 

O,l k ley 

O.l�le v  
i< e rn \\ ( )od 

Oakley 

O . l k ley 

OJ�ley 

Welton 

O.klcy 

O,lkley 

I )edham 

O'l k l ey 

Oakley 

Dorothy H . W h i ttemore 

1 \) 3 7  

1 \) 3 X  

1 \)3\) 

1 \1.\0 

1 \)+ 1 

1 \1.\2 

I \).\ J 

- .\ 5 

Deborah Verry 

Dorothy H . l 3eard 

I )orothy H . Be,ud 

Deborah Verry 

Mar), Cre\\' 

I )oroth), H . l Jeard 

Not held 

Brae Burn 

Tatnuck 

Charle, 1�lver 

C I1,1rle, 1� I\'er 

T,nnuck 

l )edh,lm 

Ch arle, R. lver 

Belmont Country Club, host of the WGAM 's 100th staging of the state women's amateur championship in 2003. 

B e l m on t  Springs 

W i n c hester 

Brae Burn 

Worce,ter 

T h e  Country C l u b  

Welton 

Kern \Vood 

Woodlan d  

Weston 

Charles R. lwr 

Salem 

Brae l 3urn 

A ndover 
C harles R . lwr 

W l Il chester 

Brae Burn 

Salem 

T h e  Country C l u b  

B e l m o n t  

Welton 

Worcester 

W in c h ester 

Br,le B u rn  



1 946 Nancy Bbck 

1 947 Nancy Black 

1 948 F l orence M c C l usky 

1 949 R u th Woodward 

1 9 5 0  A n n  C .  Boros 

1 95 1  Laddie Homer 

1 95 2  A n n  N i col ls 

1 95 3  F l orence McCl usky 

1 95 4 Joanne Goodwin 

1 95 5  T heodora K ooney 

1 95 6  Joanne Goodwin 

1 95 7  Be,ltrice Bower 

1 9 5 8  Joanne Goodwin 

1 95 9  D a n a  L o m bard 

1 960 Gene M c A u l i ffe 

1 9 6 1  Joanne Goodwin 

1 962 Florence McC l usky 

1 963 Ann Sampson 

1 964 Dana Lombard 

1 965 Florence M c C l usky 

1 966 Florence M c C l u s ky 

1 967 Dana L o m bard 

1 968 Dana L o mbard 

1 969 Patricia O ' Brien 

1 970 Barbara T h o rn e r  

1 9 7 1  Patricia O ' Brien 

1 972 Pat Bradley 

1 973 Noreen Friel  

Oakley Country Club's 

Rosamund Vahey was one 

of the dominant women 

amateurs in Massachusetts 

in the 1930s, winning the 

Association Championship 

three times. 

M arsh field 

Marshfield 

Worcester 

Fal l  K iver 

M a rshfie ld 

Brae B u rn  

Weston 

Worce,ter 

J ) IY l 1 louth 

C harles J'l.. iver 

J ),lrt m o u t h  

E"ex 

H averhi l l  

Weston 

C h a rle5 K iver 

H averh i l l  

Worcester 

H averh i L l  

Weston 

Worcester 

Worce'ter 

Weston 

Weston 

Pi ttsfield 

Tedesco 

PittSfi eld 

J ndian R i dge 

Andover 

Ciurles f'l.. iver 1 974 
Behnom 1 975 
Weston 1 976 
Salem 1 977 
Brae Surn 1 975 
C harles K iwr 1 979 
The Country Club 1 98 0  
Win chester 1 9 � 1  
E"ex 1 98 2  
J J l l l e  Brook 1 983 
Salem 1 9 S 4 
Belmont 1 ') 85 
Worcester 1 9 � 6  
Brae Burn 1 98 7  
Concord 1 988 

harles J'l..iver 1 9�9 
Kernwood 1 990 
H averh i l l  1 99 1  
Marshfield 1 ')92 
The Coun try C l u b  1 993 
Win chc,ter 1 994 
Brae Burn 1 995 
N ashawtuc 1 996 
Dedham 1 997 
Tedesco 1 998 
Charles K iwr 1 99\1 
Worce<ter 2000 
Pine Brook 200J 

2002 

I )ebb l t'  Sl i l louria n  WoodLlnd BrJe Burn 

Jeanne-Marie Boylan Ch arles R . l ver Weston 

Jeanne-M arie  Boylan Ciurle, K iver W i n c hester 

Debbie Jamgoch i' l i l  Woodland Bel l 1 lont  

Jean ne-Marie BoyLlil Hath erly Concord 

Sally Q u i n la n  

Noreen U l h le in  

oreen Uihlein  

M u ffy M arl io 

M u ffy Marho 

Karen Plam ondon 

Loren M i l hcnch 

L oren M i l h ench 

Marion Maney 

Anne Marie Tobin 

Carri Wood 

Natalie GaLhgan 

Anne Marie Tobin 

Anne M arie Tobin 

Anne Marie Tobin 

Anne M arie Tobin 

Anne Marie Tobin 

Mary Gale 

Karen R ich ardson 

Tracy Wel c h  

Laura Torrisi  

Anne Mane Tobin 

La ura Torrisi 

Dennl) P i l l es Salem 

Nell'  Bedford D u xbury 

ell' Bedford C harles K i ver 

K i ttansett Dedham 

K i ttansett Tedesco 

Cryml Spri ngs K i t tansett 

K i ttansett Wollaston 

K i t tansett Walpole 

New Seabury Wel l esley 

Bellevue 

Bass Kiver 

Brae Burn 

Bellevue 

Bellevue 

Bellevue 

Bel levue 

Bellevue 

Ta tnuck 

H averh i l l  

Winchester 

Sterl i n g  

Bellevue 

Stow A cres 

Brae B u rn  

L o n gmeadow 

The Coun try Club 

Essex 

M yopia 

Mount Plea,ant 

Oak H i l l  

T h e  Orch ards 

Belmont 

Concord 

Kernwood 

Oak H i l l  

Oakley 

Dedham 

Wyan tenuck 

Joanne Goodwin, 

described in the press as 

"a petite precisionist 

from Plymouth," won 

her first Association 

Championship in 1954 

at the age of 18, and 

added three more titles 

over the years. 
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The Massachusetts Connec tion 

N ational  C h ampionships Con ducted 1 1 1  M assach us etts 

YCAR 
I X <)7 

1 <)0 1 

1 <)02 

1 <)05 

1 <)00 

l <)oR 

1 <) 1 0  

1 <) 1 2  

I <) I 3 

1 <) 1 0  

1 <) 1 <) 

1 92 2  

1 92) 

1 <)2R 

I <)p 

I <)H 

1 <) .. 1 

1 <) 5 3  

1 <)5+ 

1 <) 5 0  

1 <)50 

1 <)57 

1 900 

1 <)00 

1 <)03 

1 <)03 

1 907 

1 90� 

1 <)6� 

1 <)70 

1 9 7 1  

1 972 

1 97 3  

1 97+ 

1 975 

1 <)75 

1 <)77 

1 9 82 

1 <) 8  .. 

I <)X7 

1 <)<)2 

1 <)95 

1 <)<)5 

1 <)<)5 

1 <)<)5 

1 <)<)0 

1 <)<)7 

200 1 

2003 

2003 

C I I A�I PION,I I I  P 

U.S. Wom e n \  Am.Heur 

U.S. Open 
U.S. Open 

U. ' .  WOl1 len \ AmJteur 
U.S. Open 

U.S.  Women'" A mateur 

U.S. Open 
U . .  Amateur 

U . .  Women \ Anuteur 

U.S. Open 
U . .  Wom e n '� Amateur 
U.S. Open 
U . .  Al 1 lateur 
U.S. Open 
U.S. A mateur 

U.S. WOl1 len'" An1 .1teur 
U.S. A nlJteur 
U . .  Wom e n \  AnlJteur 
U.S. C irls junior  
U.  . Wom e n '"  Open 
PCA C hamplOmhip 
U.S. jun ior 

U.S. Am.Heur 
U. . Wom e n '" Open 
U . .  Senior AI 1 lJteur 
U.S. Wom e n '" Amateur 
U.S. Open 
L PC A  C hampionship 
LP , A  C hampionship 
U.S. jun ior 
L PC A  C hampionship 
L PC A  C hal 1 lpionship 
L PC A  C hampionship 
L PC A  C lumpionship 
L PC A  C hJmpions h i p  

U . .  Wom e n '� A mateur 
U S. Ci rls jun ior 
U.S. Senior A mateur 
U.S. Amateur 
U.S. Wom e n "  Open 
U. . Cirls j u nior 
U.S. Open 

U . .  j u ni or 
U.S. Wom e n \  A mateur 

U.S. Wom e n \  M id-Amateur 
U . .  Ci rls j u n ior 

U.S. Anuteur Publ ic L i n k, 
U. S. Senior AnlJ t e u r  

U . S .  Wom e n '" A mJteur 
U.S. Senior Open 
U.S. Men \ State Team 
U.S. Wom e n '" State Teal1 l  

WINNI  R 
Be.ltr ix Hoyt 

F red H e rd 

W i l l i e  A nder,on 

Cenevieve H ecker 
Wi l l ie  Ander,on 

H .lrr iot Curti '>  
Fred M c L eod 
Wi l l i Jm Fowne\ 

Marg.uet Curt I'>  
FrJ l lc i,  D.  OU imet 
Alexa Sterl i n g  
W.l l ter Hagell 

je,., Sweet,cr 
Wil l iJm M ,lctJrLl I le  
I�obert Tyn: JOI lC, . j r. 
V i rgin ia  Van W l c  
L ,lw,on L i ttle 
E l i zJbeth H l c'" 
M i ldred M eycr,oll 
B.lbc ZahariJ, 

J.lC k B urke 
H .ui.ln Stevcll'>on 
H i l lman R.obbim 
Bct,), R.awl, 
M ic l1 .1el Ce\tonc 

Anne Sander 
j u l i m  Boro, 
K athy W h itworth 
Sandra Post 
Eddie Pearce 

h i rlcy Englchorn 
Kathy W h itworth 
Kathy Ahern 
M ary M i ll ,  
Sandra H aynie  
Beth Daniel, 
I )ayana Bemon 
1 ),11e M o rey 

J.1Y Sigel 
Hol l i ,  Stacy 
M ichel le  McC.mn 
C u rt i�  Strange 
Tiger Wood, 
Kel l i  Kuehne 
El len Port 
Marcy Ne\ ton 
Chri,  Wol lm. lnn 
Cordon Brewer 
Si lvlJ  Caval lcr l  

Bruce Flci,her 

2 7 I-l A ( ( ) '1-1 '1-1 ( )  'I \"\' L\ 1 1 H ( ) 1 (. ( )  L 1 I. Il \ 

Si l l  

E"ex 
Myopia 

Myopia 
The Country C l u b  

M yopia 

Brae Burn 

M yopia 
The Count ry C l u b  
E,\ex 
The Country C l u b  
Belmont Spr l l l g' 
Brae Burn 
The Count ry C l u b  
Worce�ter 
BrJe Burn 
SJlem 

Thl' Count ry C l u b  
The Count ry C l u b  
The Country C l u b  
�alem 
Blue H i l l  
Taconic 
The Country C l ub 
Worce<;tcr 
Oy,ter H ,lrbor, 

acollic 
The Count ry C l u b  
1 ) leJ�an t  V.l l lcy 
1 ) lea�ant Val ley 
The Coun try C l u b  
Pleasant Val lcy 
Pleasant Val ley 
Pleasant Val ley 
Pleaqnt Val ley 
1 )leasan t  Val ley 
Brae Burn 
I )edham 

diem 

The Cou n t ry lub 
Salem 
The Orchard<; 
The Country C l ub 
Wol laston 
The Country C l u b  
E,�ex 

ongm eadow 

Stow Acre, 
Taconic 
Br,le Burn 

S,llem 
C h,ule<; l "t l vcr 

Wel l e<;ley 

Top: A formidable opponent in match 

play, Newport native Lawson Little 

won the U.S. Amateur at The Country 

Club in September of 1934 and completed 

there the first of his two successive 

"Litt le Slams" in the British and U.S. 

Amateurs of 1934 and 1935. After turn

ing professional, Little won the U.S. Open 

at the Canterbury Golf Club in Cleveland, 

Ohio, in 1940. Middle: The 1963 U.S. 

Open at The Country Club was decided in 

a three-way playoff among, from left, 

eventual champion .Julius Boros, Arnold 

Palmer and .Jacky Cupit. Above: Texan 

.Jack Burke won the 1956 PGA 

Championship at Blue Hill Country Club 

in  Canton, defeating Ted Kroll in the final, 

3 and 2.  It was the only time during the 

20th century that the PGA Championship 

was played in Massachusetts. 



N ationa l  C h a mp ionships 
Won by M assachusetts Players 

YEAR 

1 905 

1 906 

1 907 

1 907 

1 908 

1 9 1 1 

1 9 1 2  

1 9 1 3  

1 9 1 +  

1 9 1 + 

1 92 1  

1 9 3 1  

1 9+6 

1 947 

1 956 

1 9 8 1  

1 9 87 

1 99 2  

CHAMPION S H I P  

u.S. Women's Amateur 
U.S. Women's Amateur 
U.S. Open 
U.S. Women's Amateur 
u.S. Women's Amateur 
U. S.Women's Amateur 
U.S. Women's Amateur 
U.S. Open 
U.S. Amateur 
U.S. Women's Amateur 
U.S. Amateur 
U . S. Amateur 
U.S. Amateur 
U. S. Public Links 
U.S. Senior 
U.S. Women's Open 
U.S. Public Links 
U.S. Women's Mid-Amateur 

W I NNER 

Pauline McKay 
Harriot Curtis 
Alex R.oss 
Margaret Curtis 
K3therine Harley 
Margaret Curtis 
Margaret Curtis 
Francis D. Ouimet 
Francis D. Ouimet 
Katherine Harley 

Jesse Guilford 
Francis D. Ouimet 
Ted Bishop 
W ilfi-ed Crossley 
Fred W r ight 
Pat Bradley 
Kevin Johnson 
Marion Maney-

Mclnemey 

I n ternational Competitions 
Conducted i n  M assach usetts 

YCAR EVE T W I  NLll 

1 927 Ryder Cup United States 
1 93 2  Walker Cup United States 
1 9 3 �  Curtis Cup United States 
1 95 3  Walker Cup United States 
1 9 5 8 Curtis Cup Great Britain & Ireland 
1 970 Curtis Cup United States 
1 973 Walker Cup United States 
1 999 R.yder Cup United States 

Riqht: The Massachusetts .Junior Amateur champion in 1930, Wilfred Crossley of 

Dedham defeated Avery Beck, 6 and 5, in the final of the 1947 U.S. Amateur Public 

Links Championship, played at Meadowbrook Golf Club in Minneapolis. 

Below: C harles River Country Club, site of the USGA's Men's State Team Championship in 2003. 

SrrL 

Worcester 
The Country Club 
Essex 
KittJnsett 
Brae Burn 
Brae Burn 
The Country Club 
The Country Club 



" The stupendous Fourth Estate . . .  " 

- T llOl l las Carlyle 

T 
1- 1 E 1 E A N  \ )  W O M  E \ ho nurtured Jnd advanced the structure of 

the ga l�l c  of golf and the I l l en  ,md wOl l len who played it for 

,

ple� �U1-

_

� 
or probt I I I  Ma�sach usett) owe .1 debt of appreciation to thme WI I te l  S 

who �pecialized in the 'port and helped by Clrrying the word to the 

publ ic  through their variom publiclt ions-st.lrting with Charie) I 3ramwell of the 

BoSIOII  /- Icrold who covered the game George Wright and h i.,  fi- i ends p layed at 

Frankl in Park on December 10,  l RSiO_  We here expres� thelt  appreciation to :  

Herb Wind in a characteristic 

posture. covering the 1963 U.S. 

Open at The Country Club in 

Brookline for The New Yorker. 

John G .Anderson , BOSIOII EJ I(,lIill,� Timlscripl 

r( oger l 3arry, H1IriOl Le(��('r 

l 3en Bowker, B(lSIOII EJ lcllill.� Tiwlsnipl 

Fred Burnlum, Hel l 'crhill Gel::CflC 

n ... .l lph Cl i fford, B05101 1  Ti-oJ lc/cr 

Fred Cole,  LI1 I J lrclI((, Ea.�/(' 

Joe ConCln non,  BOSIOII Glo/Jc 

Geoff Converse, Cell l(, Cod Till lcs 

l "t u�s Conway, Lcll l 'r(,IICC El.�/c Ti'ill l ll l( '  

N ick I )el Ninno, BOSIOII Ti-oJ lclcr 

K itte \ )e�mond, BOSIOII Glo/Jc 

Will iam \ )oyle, I I  (1/'(('slcr 7('h:�mlll 

l"tob \ )uca,  Cape Cod T illles 

John Engli�h, B051011 Hemld 

Gerry F inn ,  Sprill.�field Ullioll 

TOI l l  Fi tzgerald,  Bosloll Glo/Jc 

John M .  Flynn ,  Berkshire Ec/,�/c 

A.  L inde Fowler, BOSlolI EJ IC/l ill,� Ti'l1l1scnj!l 

Tim Geary, Fall R iJ lCl' Hemld J,\'e l l '5 

Joe Gordon ,  BOSIOII I- Iemlrl 

TOI l l  Gorman,  Dedlic11 1 1  T imlscripl 1'\'C I J lS 

Owen GriH'ith , Cel/le Cod T illlC5 

l 3 i l l  Gri mes, Bosloll , 4 1l1crimll 

I )Jul Harber, BOSIOII  Globc 

l "t uss Held,  Sprillgficld l IlIioll 

Gerry Hern ,  BoslOII  Posl 

Iton Hobson,  POlriol Lerl.�cr 

Paul  Johnson, I I [l/'ccsler 7ch:�mlll 

George Kelleher, Sprillgfield Ullioll 

Steve Kelly, Sprill,�field R('J! lIiJliCellI 

Fred Knight ,  BOSIOII Ti'I 1 J 1c!er 

2 R o  A ( O YI 'V1 0  W L A I I I I 0 1  C O L l i  H ,  

L ee Lahey, Berkshirc EcWle 

Henry Landress, I I iJrCCSler TcIc.\!rc1 I I  I 

Gary Larrelbee, Sale'lIl EJlellill,\! Nel l iS 

Joe Looney, BOSIOII /- Iemld 

E. Terry MacGovern,  Berkshire COl i  riel' 

J i l l l  McC.lbe, Bosloll Globe 

130b Mc \ )onough , Berbhire �ae\!le 

Jlck McCarthy, BOSIOII / -Iemld 

George McGuane,  Lowell 1 1 1 1  

D. J .  McGui ne�s, BOSIOII Globe 

Jack Mahoney, BOSIOII /- Icmld 

H ,lrr), Molter, Chrisliew Sciellcc lUollilor 

W. E. Mul l ins ,  Bosloll / -Iemlrl 

Tim Murphy, I I  br(csler 7cle,\!ralll 

Jack O ' Leary, B05101 1  /- Iemld 

Larry Paton , B051011  l -femld 

1 30b I)ryor, ,\ larlbow Ell lerprise 

J i I I I  l"tega n, Sprillgfield Ullioll 

Matt Rj l lovick,  Lyllll 11('111 

Ernie IZoberts, B051011 Globe 

Tony ROl l lano, Salelll EJlCllill,\! 1'\'('1 1 '5 

Frank Ryan , B05101 1  Ti'l1J1e1er 

Walter Ryan,  /-IaJ lcrllil1 GI1::Cf(C 

Arthur Sampson ,  BOSlolI /-Icrelld 

Fr,l I l k  Stoddard, Bl'(1cklOIl Ellferprise 

Ed Toole, j lrill,�field l 'llioll 

John Veracka , ,\ 1orlbol'(1 Ellferprise 

W. A. Wh itcomb, BOSIOII  Globc 

l30b White, B051011 POSf 

H erbert Warren Wind,  771c Nel l '  Yorker 
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