@ MASS GOLF

Women’s Team Matches
2026 Policy & Improvement Updates

1. Handicap Index® revision date.
a. Updated Policy

Playing Handicap™ determined by Handicap Index from the USGA® GHIN® revision
as of 6 days before each match.

b. 2025 Policy

Playing Handicap™ determined by Handicap Index from the USGA® GHIN® revision
as of 7 days before each match.

c. Context

With matches falling on Thursday, updating them 6 days prior (Friday) versus 7 days
prior (Thursday) allows for the Golf Genius system to pull them for the upcoming
week’s match without impacting the current week’s Handicap Index revision and
administrative printing that is done by captains and club staff.

2. Setrosterrequired during November registration — Spring Teams
a. 2026 Registration Requirement

Rosters will be submitted following the close of registration.
1. Captains will submit their 5-person team roster during a 2-week period after
the close of registration. This will take place from January 22 — February 5,
2026.

b. 2025 Registration Requirement

Rosters do not need to be submitted during registration.
1. Captains will submit their team roster, inclusive of substitutes, once access
is granted to Golf Genius.

c. Context

3. Substitutes

After extensive research, we understand that most captains favor flexibility and
support a later submission of rosters, especially for practical, season, and logistical
reasons. However, there’s a notable concern about fairness and competitive
balance, which is tied to when handicaps and team rosters are known. The
strongest compromise of a roster submission after the close of registration, but
before cups are built, will maintain flexibility and balance the needs of both early
planners and teams that require more time to determine their roster. These updates
reflect our commitment to maintaining the flexibility players value, while also
improving the accuracy of aggregate handicaps for Spring Team cup building.

a. Updated Policy

Substitutes may play for any team from their club. If the substitute holds a Handicap Index
at more than one Mass Golf Club, she may substitute for any teams at any of those

clubs. Once a substitute has played for a specific club, she may not substitute for any other
club. All substitutes MUST have a Mass Golf Membership at the club(s) they are playing for.
Team players may not serve as a substitute for any other club or any other team.



b. 2025 verbiage
i. If asubstitute has a Handicap Index at multiple Mass Golf Clubs, she may choose to
substitute for any team at any of those clubs. Once a player has substituted for a specific
team in a match, they cannot serve as a substitute for a different team or a different club.
c. Context
i. The above policy regarding substitutes was unintentionally adjusted in a way that caused
some confusion due to wording changes. While the intent behind the policy remained the
same, the revised language did not clearly reflect that purpose, which led to it being applied
inconsistently. We’ve reviewed the policy thoroughly and have updated the wording to
better align with its original intent and eliminate any ambiguity moving forward. The updated
version restores the spirit and intent of the policy while providing clearer guidance for
everyone involved.



